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EDITOR'S PREFACE 

TO THE FIRST EDITION. 



At a period when public attention has been so 
strongly attracted by Spain and Spanish affairs, and 
when the changes and revolutions which have occurred 
in that singular country are still unaccounted for and 
incomprehensible to the vast majority of Englishmen, 
no prefatorial apology can be deemed necessary for 
the present volumes. The want has for some time 
been felt of a book, which, while conveying to its 
readers an accurate account of the changes above 
alluded to, should also afford them abundant data by 
which to form their own judgment as to the causes, 
innnediate and remote, of those changes. A sound 
opinion on so intricate a subject could not be formed 
without an accurate knowledge of the institutions of 
Spain, and of the Spanish character as it really is, 
and not as popular error and prejudice, or superficial 
observers, have frequently portrayed it. 

In these volumes the above conditions have, it is 
believed, been amply fulfilled. The result of no par- 
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VI PREFACE. 

tial tour or hurried passage through the Peninsula, 
but of the residence for several years in that country of 
an intelligent man, gifted with great powers of obser- 
vation, and ample opportunities of observing, there is 
scarcely any subject of interest connected with Spain 
and its inhabitants that the author has not handled 
in detail. The country under all its aspects, and the 
people, in all the phases of their contradictory and 
bizarre character, pass before our eyes: Spain fighting 
and feasting, pronouncing and fraternising ; Spain in 
the circus and in the senate-house, torturing buUs, 
and baiting ministers; Spain in its hours of mad 
folly> and its rare moments of reflection. Where it 
has been necessary to go back into Spanish history, 
in order to make matters of to-day more intelligible, 
it has been done ; as in the chapters on the Cama- 
rillas, where the rise and progress of that illicit 
appendage of Government are traced from its first 
appearance in the remote days of the early Spanish 
kings, and through all its vicissitudes, until it is 
found unabated and flourishing under the fostering 
care of a Cristina. 
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AUTHOR'S PREFACE 

TO THE SECOND EDITION. 

The first eix months of 1845 will be for ever 
memorable in the legislative annals of Spain, as 
having been marked by most important and extensive 
reforms in the Constitution of 1837 — changes so vast 
and so threatening to liberty, and at the same time so 
apparently definitive, as to merit still more than our 
own Reform Act, the name of a Revolution. The 
strong position accorded to the Spanish Church of re- 
endowment with real property, and the several events 
which found their completion last month, in the 
close of the Cortes and the promulgation of the Con- 
stitutional Reform, combine to give to this second 
edition, the character of almost a new and substantive 
work. About one hundred original pages have been 
added, embodying in the various chapters, under the 
fitting heads, a careful analysis of all the late 
constitutional and legislative reforms, and a com- 
pletion of the History to the present hour. 
Amidst a quantity of new and interesting matter, 
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to make room for which the more transient has been 
expunged, some further details of Espartero's life are 
introduced. The multitude of errors in the first edition, 
inseparable from the impossibility of my superintending 
its passage through the press, and from the perpetual 
recurrence of foreign names and words, has been 
amended with the minutest care ; and the task of 
revision has been pursued with a zeal which, I trust, 
will make this second edition more worthy than the 
first of the favourable reception with which the latter 
was honoured, and which sank the deeper in my 
heart, as the state of my health makes it impossible 
that I can reside in England. 

T. M. H. 

CoauNNA, Zlst Jvlyy 1845. 
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REVELATIONS OF SPAIN. 



CHAPTER L -..: 

THE FALL OF BSPARTERO. 



The events of the years 1843 to 1845, in Spam, 
have been of so very extraordinary a character, and the 
principle of representative government in the Penin- 
sula has been tried by such severe and unusual testSj 
that the social and political state of that remarkable 
country seems at no previous period to have claimed 
a more attentive interest. 

The springs of society have been stirred from their 
depths ; the pillars of the Commonwealth have been 
rudely shaken; order subverted, and laws defied ; the 
executive Chief of the State has been exiled and 
deposed ; a child has been raised to the exercise of sove- 
reignty before the period recognised by the Constitu- 
tion ; a Minister, after six days' tenure of power, has 
been expelled from office by a Palace-plot, and like the 
Kegent five months before, been obliged to fly for his 
life ; Parliament has been summarily closed, its scru- 
tiny contemptuously evaded, its functions audaciously 
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Z THE FALL OF ESPABTEBO. 

usurped ; the heads of the popular party have been 
thrown into dungeons without warrant ; the lives of 
numerous citizens forfeited without trial ; the Sove- 
reign has been brought forward in an indecent atti- 
tude, and a military government, or the lawless rule 
of dishonest civilians^ established. In such a phase 
of society, in so dire an agony of political systems, 
the character of the people must have presented, to 
an observer on the spot, some novel and singular 
featurQ3^;3ipd the violent paroxysms through which 
th^ *cotfitfy**ha8 passed, must awaken some public 
' pnifo^fy is.\to. ^e national vitality which has pre- 
served *itr My testimony is that of an eye-witness ; 
it may not be penetrating, but it is at least impartial. 
The early part of the year 1843 was spent, under 
the ministerial presidency of the Marquis de Rodil, in 
parliamentary struggtes between the Regent Espap- 
tero and the majority of the Deputies in Congress. 
The bulk of his own Progresista party was gradually 
alienated from the Regent's side; the Minister 
persisted for a time in spite of his lost majority, and 
a crisis was fast approaching. The day on which the 
Lopez Ministry was formed, was the memorable 
9th of May. The new Administration immediat«rfy 
presented to the Regent a project of amnesty, by 
which the Moderados, banished for the daring attempt 
on the Palace, in October 1841, were to be permitted 
to return to Spain. The Duke of Victory regarded 
this project with feelings of the most determined 
aversion, and beheld in it a design to compromise his 
position, and sap the foundations of his power; The 
bitter enmity of the military chiefs and politicians 



Digitized by 



Google 



TEM FAUr OF XSBABTEBiau 3^ 

wlidw this measuse wobM bring badk iA Madrid^ was 
110I du^^niaed ok doubted* It wa& as intense hatred 
and. tinmeaswed kosiility ; for tha victims who bad 
fallens ibfoiigh a FEuafcakea lo jali;,. whom Eflpactero- 
eftecnly sanK^eedv move, periiapg^ aa aa ^Lample than, 
in rereage^r^Ukm. and MonUa da Ooa, Borso and 
Qnkoga, Fulgosio^ and Frias^r Bona and Gobemado, 
— were deeply and mdelibly remembered*. 

The Regent therefore regarded the design for the 
Moderados^ reeatt a» a peracmaLblow. But the nation 
was imdonbtedlf disposed £or tha amnesty,, and the 
popularity of Espartero was {Qcfeited His very 
army was aiwrse to the. further exdasion of these,. 
tibeir foran^ comrades; whose three years of exiie were 
held to be aa ample panishment ; while the list of 
exeeutions, transcribed above, appieared to be a suf- 
ficient expiation. It would have been nobler, doubt- 
lessy and more politie in Espartero, to have given a 
graceful consent to the amnesty ; disaGEection would 
have beffli disarmed of its strongest weapons, and 
opposition would have worn.' tha look of ingratitude. 
The most powerful foot cannot trample down human, 
feelings and a inlkenr cord may lead what adamantine 
fetters will not bind. Espartero, who woidd probably 
have completed his Regency had he chosen a wise 
Goutse, preferred a stubborn, resistanee^ and the 
Progresista leaders* had no friendly feelings foe one 
who had excited amongst them dissensions and jea- 
lousies, who. governed with but slight reference to 
their wishes, and excluded all but a few favourites 
from the practical management of affairs. The 
amnesty was- therefore made a parann>unt question, 
b2 
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4* THE FALL OF ESPARTERO. 

by which ministers would stand or fall. Unfortu- 
nately, too, for Espartero, it was a question essentially 
popular, a question sacred to human liberty. The 
expatriated Moderados were homeless and penniless 
wanderers ; ^' peace and union among Spaniards^ was 
a formidable watchword and rallying cry, and the 
feelings of many Progresistas, as well as of all the 
Moderados in the country, were sincerely enlisted in 
the cause. 

The extent of the amnesty, its import, and ten* 
dency, were by no means of a sweeping or dangerous 
character : the project, on the contrary, was restricted 
and statesmanlike. It merely conceded to those 
who were in a position to partake of its benefits, the 
rights, protection, and security, guaranteed to every 
Spaniard by the Constitution ; it granted what it was 
difficult longer to deny, and was at once both just 
and generous on the part of the nation towards a 
number of unfortunate exiles, powerftd only so long 
as they were oppressed, whom it was neither unwise 
nor undignified to recall, when peace was firmly 
re-established. The measure involved no peril to the 
State, for it accorded to the amnestied no social or 
political importance, and gave to the Moderados no 
preponderance in its councils. It simply declared 
that the Government was empowered to employ, if it 
thought fit, civilians and military men who had pre- 
viously held public situations. 

The question of conceding this employment was 
reserved for a consideration of individual circum* 
stances, and a government acting with ordinary 
prudence could easily avert contingent danger. 
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THE FALL OF ESPABTEBO. 5 

But the amnesty was scornfully rejected by the 
Begent ; and his private secretary. Linage, was 
employed to conununicate with the Ministry in a 
way which, significantly evincing his master's chagrin 
and displeasure, was pronounced to be entirely un- 
constitutional, and gave deep offence to the Pro- 
gresista leaders. The dismissal of Linage, Zurbano, 
and others, a sort of military Camarilla, was called 
for ; the severe requisition was proudly refused ; the 
Lopez Ministry was itself dismissed, and in direct 
opposition to the Chamber of Deputies, where that 
Ministry had a large majority, Gomez Becerra, the 
President of the Senate, was called to the head of a 
new administration. Then was immediately formed 
that powerful coalition of the Moderado and Pro- 
gresista interests, winch had for its object the removal 
of Espartero from the Regency, and called itself the 
Parliamentary party. Soon after, and in consequence, 
took place the Pronuneiami^nto of Reus in Catalonia^ 
which flew to Barcelona and Valencia, and was 
followed by all the provinces in succession. Revolu- 
tionary juntas sprang up like mushrooms in a night. 
As if a train of gunpowder had been laid over Spain, 
town after town rose in rapid succession ; the aspect 
of affairs was changed as by magic; and instan- 
taneously the whole Peninsula was in a blaze. God 
was invoked to save the Queen and the country, and 
the restoration of the Lopez Ministry was peremp- 
torily demanded. 

Spaniards are imperfectly acquainted with the 
more refined machinery of representative government; 
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«Bd for a fleries of pMnmeiMM^HtOB, iwrolte, and out- 
Ibreaks, which, to the ^<nM «t large, haire appeared 
inexplicable, aa albvadant eaene to Spamdi minds 
wae to be feand in llw CeastitotMi HaelL l^caA 
taken by both SoTereign and Regent, under the 
Ckmstitntion of 1837, is an express invitation to the 
people to canvass the royal aets, and rebel against 
any one of these which to their judgment appears 
illegal. This oath was taken by Espurtero in 1840, 
and by Queen Isabel in November 1843 : — *' I swear 
by God and by the holy evangelists that I will keep 
and cause to be kept the Constitntion of. the Spanish 
monarchy, promulgated in Madrid on the 18tfa of 
June, 1837 ; that I will keep and eause to be kept 
the laws, attending only in what I shall do to the 
good and profit of the nation. If, in what I swear, 
or in any part thereof, I shall do tlie contrary, I am 
not to be obeyed, but that wherein I so contravene 
shall be null and of no effect. So God assist me and 
be my defence !"' Here, then, is a direct invitation 
to every Spaniard to ^* pronounce'^ when he thinks 
proper — for private judgment is distinctly authorised. 
Nay, more, the individual opinion is to become a.t 
once an armed resistance ; for the same Constitution 
says — and it is engraven on stone in the centre of 
every town : — *' Every Spaniard is bound, at his 
country's call, to defend Uie Constitution with axms 
in his hands.^ In the Reformed Constitution pro- 
mulgated at Madrid on the 23rd of May 1845, 
which the Gtyvenn&ent now is actively carrying into 
operation, this artrde assumes a less objecticmable 
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&mm:-^^^ Emry S|>ttUMMl is bouiid to defend the 
eouQtrjr wi4ii amis ia his iiuids, when he is called 

It requires ^ttle to decide the PemBSidar reformer 
to rush to the public square aad jsake a new rev<dii» 
tien. At times, he is so quick abcmt it that he /arrets 
to ^ut mi his shoes ; a lact surprising to our Northern 
xiatures, but fafmiliar to aU who have witnessed an 
alboroto"^ in Madrid, Barcelona, or Seville. A dozen 
vivas^ the beat of a drum, three steps in advance — it 
is done ! But this supposes a previeus preparation 
of the minds of the multitude— >and the multitude was 
now prepared. Ei^artero's power was complete^ 
undermined ; his hold on the popular sympathies, 
lost : right or wrong, he was individually and strongly 
opposed to the majority in parliament* The peofde 
does not fine-draw, the people is no sophist, the 
people understands not subtle political distinctions. 
It saw the broad and striking fact, that E^artero 
sought to govern in opposition to the wishes of its 
representatives, and it rose against a dictator. It is 
easy to talk of French gold and of conspiracies in 
Paris, but you cannot bribe a nation. The conspiracy 
was a-foot — ^the gold was sent — the army was cor- 
rupted, but the people judged and acted for them- 
selves^ the municipaUties declared against the Eegent 
on what they deemed sufficient grounds; and, absurd^ 
1^ his oiSfenees were exaggerated by' the prism of 
political passion, it would be still more absurd to 
snppose that evei^r city and town, every village and 
haulet in Spaii^ |>ronottnced sgainst the idol of three 
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8 THE FALL OF ESFABTEBO. 

years previous without substantial reasons, or at the 
beck of France. The Oermanada, or Holy League 
of Cities, was the only antecedent parallel in history; 
and if that League was overcome and Spain reduced, 
it was by the genius of Charles V. 

The flame leaped from town to town; the torch was 
borne with terrible speed — a speed that appalled the 
Regent's heart and froze him at Albac^te. He 
remained in La Mancha too long; he went forth from 
Madrid too late. The Pronunciami^nto was a Gor- 
gon that turned him to stone ; perplexing intelligence 
rushed in from every side — he stood in cataleptic 
trance. The cry that went forth from Reus (which 
two queens afterwards visited because it was the first 
to plant the standard of rebellion) was caught up by 
turbulent Barcelona ; it awoke the congenial spirit of 
Catalan revolt ; it reverberated along the Pyrenees ; 
it passed over that proud and liberty-loving AragoD 
which Ferdinand annexed to Castile, and over that 
Navarre which he conquered; from Zaragoza — ^un- 
shaken after forty assaults by the French in the war 
of independence — to Pamplona, rising like a fortress 
over the banks of Arga. It strode from Toledo to 
Talavera, from Talavera to Badajos and Ciudad 
Rodrigo, on the confines of Portugal. It passed from 
Estremadura, where Charles V. died, to Valladolid, 
where Philip II. was reared, and Ferdinand and 
Isabella received the nuptial blessing. It penetrated 
to Logrono, to Soria, and to Leon, and resounded 
through the scholastic cloisters of Salamanca. It 
ascended the rugged mountains of Liebana ; it woke 
the echoes of the forests of Asturias, where the Moor 
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eonld never penetrate, and where the noble Gothie 
race remained for eight centuries unoonqnered; arouch 
ing wild Oalicia and savage Finisterre, where the 
legions were dismayed by the vast extent of ocean, 
and on their return to Rome declared that they saw 
the sun sink in the western waters with terrible noise 
and majesty. 

Granada, too, had its pronunciami^ntos, and its 
conflicts between milicianos and soldiery. The na- 
tional flag was hoisted on the red battlements of the 
Alhambra; the fiery torrent blazed over peaceful 
Andalucia. The kingdom of Uiberia felt the epi« 
demio frenzy, and arose with an enthusiasm only 
short of Barcelona and Valencia. From the dra- 
gon's-blood orange grounds of Murcia, it passed to 
the lemon-groves of Almunecar; from the pome- 
granate huertas of sunny Malaga to the garden-plain 
of Cordova ; it flitted over the Elysian Fields of the 
ancients ; it flew from the banks of the Guadal^te, 
where Roderick lost the battle that won Spain for 
the Saracens, to the massive walls of Tarifa, where 
the first Saracen landed ; it crossed the Southern 
Straits to Ceuta, and bounding backward, avoided the 
European Pillar of Hercules, where a Northern rider 
bestrides the couchant lion; but it entered San 
Koque^ which Spanish jealousy to this day records as 
the ^^ civitas Calpensis" and careered in triumph over 
the Campo of Gibraltar. 

The standard of Castile waved at the same moment 
in rebellion from the summit of the magnificent 
Giralda of Seville and on the towers of the Alham- 
bra — first planted there by Ferdinand the Holy when 
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km unrted SeriUa fton tin lC4Mrai ^d by LuOmI 
AeCathdioidiea flfae ^spalled ibeaifMaiifaMUMk. 
Sevdationary jitiH iwifturi im tkfiir aiad ^ntlui- 
mmmt the aaoBi aaqpraaiv^ Mto ^ AMnent Idap, 
ud tlie tfaimderUto nf « klind AnalieMm mM 
kuded at tbe demoted AegantVi iicsd. The eluefa<of 
the municipality, the civil and military fimotionaries^ 
were ^thered together beneath the majestic toot of 
the cathedral of Seville, and in front of the goldea 
altar the Caoon C!ep4ro 4BWove them on the croM to 
die, if needful, in defence of the city, but never to 
surrender ; while prayers were addressed in a hun- 
dred churches to the Virgin Lady of Anguish for 
ibe triumidi of the national cause. To show wlui4; 
enthusiasm will aecomplidi: when in the middle oi 
tike bombardment three convents were burning, struck 
by Van Hakn's shells, the nuns rushed forth into the 
i^eets^ '^ Virgins of the Lord,^ as they wete styled 
in the municipal proclamations, and calling <hi the 
inhabitants by the name of brothers, said Uiey were 
prepared to endure all, so the tjrrant Espartero were 
not su£Eered to enter. ^^ The tyrant Espartwo ! ^' 
Such is the force of words. What knew these nuns 
of party politics ! What of the secrets of party 
intrigue! But the torrent of words had oanied 
them away with the rest oi their countrymen — the 
vertigo had reached their oloisters. 

Narvaez and Concha, Pezoela and O'Donnel, lost 
no time, «poa their arrival in the South-eastern 
ports from France, by ocamivance of its government, 
)n^ at once proceeded with eztxaofdiBaiy energy to 
' into Qfenvtioa llmr preeoiicenod deaiga. One 
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jiaMi iii0Miidf «i the kead of Ibe rewlaiioii ia 
Gafitflo, wwthar pnMeeded to raise Aodaluoia, a 
duM repakiad ia JKEa^aare, ivUla Harwiaez lumadt 
ihe maa^erHiptrit of tbe antesprise, aet <Mit ivkh a 
iiaadftil •of :tro«^ fecm Yaloiciayand nusii^ ike siege 
«f Taniel, stenak tbe fint bkw and ga»ed the finrt 
siiooeM,iiRhiolike0e,as<eiiier,wai8halftliehattle^ while 
the JLe^snt ivnamed £ar weeks in unaoeoimtable apa- 
thy at Albao6ta. £inery hour of unworthy delay was 
raoorded in |mxi«iioiami&itoB and desertiocL Freeh 
troops repaired to Jlarvaez's triumphant standard ; 
he marched into Angon, extended the revolt throi^h 
that kii^dom, and Kvae joined by all but its capital. 
The Regent, benumbed and paralysed, still lay at 
Albac^te ! Narvaez, who shone with the very quali- 
ties which Espartero wanted, unhesitatingly marched 
on Madrid, e&eted his junction with Aspiroz, encoun- 
tered the imited troops of Seoane and Zurbano at 
TorrejcB, fought the memorable but bloodless battle in 
idnch bullets were exchanged for dishonouring em- 
braces, and entered the metropolis of Spain. 

Meanwhile Serrano imd Mazanredo held possessiim 
af Baroelona jund the Catalan territory : tbe Regent, 
roused a;t lait into action, united his tro<^ to thoae 
of Van Halen, and proceeded to lay siege to Seville. 
Open aa this extendvo city was before them, witii its 
low and semited Meorish wall. Van Haien's batteries 
wore entirely inadequate to its i^eduction ; and motiTes 
of humanity, with probably a conscionsneaB that the 
die was cast agaast iu, widiheld the Regent from 
tairing k by aasadt. And now the news of tiie 
mfUuB of Mfauiakl apnad with tiie aecoitomed 
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rapidity of events of tfae first magnitude, like widen-* 
ing eiroles on the ocean. It reached Zaragoza, and 
Zaragoza (the last city but one that remained faithful), 
pronounced against the Regent ; it reached Seville 
and struck him as with palsy. He retired on Alcal^ 
he passed through Utrera, he fled through Xerez, at 
every step deserted by fresh sections of his troops ; 
he reached Port St. Mary's, hotly pursued by Concha 
and his men, embarked in a small fishing-boat, was 
taken on board the Spanish steamer Betis, and carried 
across the bay to her Britannic Majesty's ship 
Malabar^ lying before Cadiz, which city (the last in 
Spain where he retained a party), pronounced against 
him as he was taken on board, and sailed, a broken 
man, for England. 

*• En fin," says Sancho Panza^ "bien dicen, que es 
menester mucho tiempo para venir & conocer las per- 
sonas^ y que no hay cosa segura en esta vida. Quien 
dijera quo tras de aquellas tan grandes cuchilladas 
como Vuestra Merced did, habia de venir por la posta 
y en seguimiento suyo esta tan grande tempestad de 
palos que ha descargado sobre nuestras espaldasf^ 
*^ In fine, it has been well remarked, that much time 
is required to come to know persons, and that there 
is nothing certain in this life. Who would have said 
that, after those terrible sword-cuts which your 
Worship dealt about, there would come so rapidly 
in their train this great tempest of blows discharged 
upon our shoulders.'* 

The first pronunciami6nto against the continuance 
of the Duke of Victory's power as Regent, took place 
on the 23d of May ; and on the SOth of June he 
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embarked at Cadiz, caUing at Lisbon on his way to 
England : repulsed with unparalleled meanness by the 
Portuguese, but received by the British nation as 
became a magnanimous people. 

The life of Espartero may be divided into six 
periods. The student period, commencing at Grani- 
tula with the present century, and ending at Seville, 
where, in 1809, he entered as a private soldier the 
re^ment of Ciudad-Real. The Peninsular w$r, in 
which he figured as a lieutenant in the regiment of 
Estremadura, and in 1814 proceeded to America in 
the expedition of General Morilla. The war of South 
America, with its long and various vicissitudes, its 
fatal field of Ayacucho whence his party derives its 
generic name, and its close in 1826, when he was 
garrisoned in Pamplona. The period of Absolutism, 
when he acted as Commandant of Logrono, until the 
end of 1833, when the Government acceded to his 
request to be permitted to proceed to the destruction 
of the Carlist band of Valencia, which he effected in 
four days. The Civil War, when going forth from 
Palma, he rose through every higher rank to the post 
of Generalissimo of Spain; successfully coped with 
the Carlists in detail, more especially at Luchana and 
Morella ; confined the war to the Basque Provinces, 
where it was terminated by the Convention of Bergara; 
and was named Minister Co-Regent by Cristina, in 
consequence of the revolution of September. Lastly, 
the period of his Regency, whose legal termination, 
in October 1844, found this plaything of fortune an 
eidle in London. 
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CHAPTER n. 



THE BUK OF If ABTABZ. 



]/r was ofeflnia giromid tfaaii Nanraeztrod, when, he.* 
went forth, firom Yalenma to raar<^ tO' the metropolis- 
of Spaso.. At Munn^dro^ oh the sandy ^aia which/ 
stretohes to tbe Mediterranean, his path wae skirteit 
by the site of the ancient Sagantum, a city founded 
by Oreeks, the ally of Rome, and under the tutelage 
of Hercules — a city whidi the braye Celtiberians of 
otiier dayS) after mstaining an eight months' siege, 
enveloped in & sheet of crackling flame, and perished 
there with their wives and daughters^ rather thaa 
submit to the yohe of Hannibal. As Narvaez with, 
his handful of troops passed through the modem, 
town, they might have read on many a stone, picked 
up from the vanii^ed ruins to furnish other walls,. 
Phoenician and Latin inscriptions recording this oldest 
victim of Espanolismo. When they raised the siegjB of 
Teruel in the burning summer, and made the cry of 
" Central Junta" triumphant in the province of that 
name, they bathed their throbbing t€anples in the lovely 
and mingling waters of Guadalkviar and Albambra, 
rivers of romance, where the Cid bathed them of old 
when AlfonsK) banished him from the Castilian court ; 
and from the steep acclivity bearing still the name 
of Pena del Cid, where the hero fixed: his resting- 
place, they passed by Montalbo and the towers of 
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Tokd0.tet&9 fieU of TbrrejDft Aft Ardoe; th«livth> 
jiaee ef tho fofitOBite Mimoz; whffo Ui filter kept a 
floiiff-diop;- asdl a ten mkiiimr ftiOHHy ooaflioii mmim 
KsEfaes oHMiter of Spaiok. 

As0»TO^o£idbossdiiJ30fe mterort iwe.wiineBsedhoBii 
DnG^gvnbed witll the mta- batn^ral of has troops and 
dismayed ai tho' i«a9ulter of this Var^n-^hatile to tbo 
diaoipliaeof the SpaniA apiajv Seoaaa, aa tbe leading 
genesal of tiie Espariierkrt fiireos,. pvoeeeded ta ymtB 
» deiqtateh- to tile Minister at Madrid^ deseriptive of 
these deeda of shame. He wrote but a few lines^ in 
substance ihe same words wUeh feH from the lips* of 
Francis the First on the disastrous field of Padri&: 
" Tout est perdu hars rkotmettrJ^ And having written 
tfaus&r, and eonseibus that to. none but himsdif and 
a huidful of officeiB, ofrt of the whole army, ecndd 
these words of pride apply, his feelings of grief, rf 
fidiaxne, and agony, ovenmustered his soldierly heart, 
and he fell to the ground in an epileptic fit. For 
many hours he did not reeover soas to be able to hold 
a pen — his aide-de-<camp was obliged tx> conclude the 
dei^aixifa;. But Seoane's sentence remained unfinished ; 
and these words are enclosed ia brackets, in the only 
officiaT record of the. engagement : ^^ Here the General 
fell senseless." His. soldiere- preferred the proverb, 
" Una hora de mda ee vidti.^^^ 

There is one Homeric epithet of Mars, to which 
Espartero may assert his right amongst his country* 
men<<^the only one which, they are willing to accord 
him — ^that of " wall-batteringi" the bombarder of 
cities. Barcelona and Seville will live in the memory 

* An hour of life is life. 
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16 THE RISE OF NABVAEZ. 

of Spaniards, as long as his defeat at Ayacucho in 
Peru ; and whatever his absolute rights, the reckleas- 
ness of those assaults upon life and property, and 
indifierence to the preservation of the noblest rnonu* 
ments of Spain, will be as indelibly engraven on their 
minds as the loss of Calais on the heart of the consort 
of one of their kings, our own Queen Mary. I do 
not approve this feeling — I believe that Espartero 
may in great part be justified. But such are Spaniards 
— I am recording prevalent impressions. The epithet 
^^heroica" IB indisputedly accorded to Valencia, be- 
cause it was the first important city that pronounced 
against him; and the defence of Seville will be 
exaggerated to all posterity, because his strength 
was broken against it, when on the holiest of cathe- 
drals was unfurled, to flout him,] the standard of 
St Ferdinand. 

The sliding-scale of Espartero^s greatness was rapid, 
yet distinct in its stages. His fall resembled the 
bumps of a man descending the rugged front of an 
inclined precipice. It was not the tremendous crash 
of an instant after a well-fought field — the doom of a 
Roderick, a Richard, a Napoleon, but the little and 
bit-by-bit descent, after no fighting at all, from Madrid 
to Ciudad Real, from Ciudad Real to Albac^te [here 
there was a pause in the scale], from Albacete to 
C&rdova, from C6rdova to Seville, from Seville to Port 
St. Mary^s, and thence to the wide ocean. In this 
sliding-scale of foiled ambition, which popular charac- 
ters would do well to study, he fell from idolatry to 
enthusiasm, from enthusiasm to attachment, from 
attachment to respect, from respect to indifFerence, 
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from indifference to^ contempt^ from contempt to 
hatred, and from hatred he fell into the sea ! Yet, 
let justice be done him: he has left none behind 
him in Spain who can effectually perform the task 
to which he proved unequal; none that, can ride 
tfutt whirlwind and direct that storm. No Atlas is 
to be found. To have even been a Phaeton was 
famous. 

The project of Jaw upon which occurred the grand 
struggle between Espartero and his Parliament, re- 
piresented by Lopez, would have really ensnared the 
expatriated Moderados. The hostility of these to 
Espartero was intense, and the question was regarded 
by him as one of life or death. He surveyed it through 
the mists of Southern passion, with whose lines his 
long dark features are engraven. But to accede to 
the measure would have been to deprive these outlaws 
of their sting ; and it was not difficult to anticipate, 
what occurred soon after, — ^their opening a path to 
Madrid with their swords. Generosity would have 
been sound policy ; and would have neutralized the 
charge against the Regent — ^a charge which cannot 
be evaded — of daringly setting himself in opposition 
to the will of his Parliament. It is the Lower Chamber 
whose voice in the formation of ministries must pre- 
ponderate in a representative monarchy; and the 
dismissal of Lopez, the Deputies^ nominee, and 
substitution of Becerra, the President of the Senate, 
was a marked slight to the more popular and power- 
ful House, which it is impossible to justify. 

One of the most energetic, though characteristically 
quiet and unboisterous, of Espartero's opponents, 

VOL. I. c 
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. thiKHighout the .jMeriod of hie r«igeBcgr, ^voeMaziiMz 
de la B4Ma, lie .neyer oould foigm theivudtaea^jof 
.Qiie«& Griatinik^s towtmenty.and firaqueiltly^ooiqparcKl 
JE«fNurtero to CcomweU ; >prediot]]ig that 'the «w«iy o{ 
;tke fpAoigh R^gcat -would be sbortar .than' that vof 
^tbe.Englidi PTOteotor. Be ila fioaa^BipieOietion^has 
boen fulfilled ; for while ^the Lord Proteetor i^^gned 
but four years, Espartero was not suffered to finidh 
'.three. Most oertiunly nothing short of the grossest 
.eicaifgeration could institute a eompavison between 
Ae Duke. of Yiotoryand Cromwell.; ibut the oiraum- 
.\StaBfieis worth recording, as denoting .how difier^itiy 
.the ^amOifaets are rc^garded in Spain^mdin England : 
and .1 may likewise observe, that a halo has been 
thrown round Eeipartero in British eyas (in conse- 
•quenee of his)having.been presumed to be theadvoeate 
of British interests), of which neither in popular 
.'estimation, nor in the opinion of eound politieians, 
eould I disoovttr a trace in Spain* The Spaniards 
kughed at him even in the .meridian of his power, us 
they laugh at their saints and gods; and if ^ you 
probed their bosoms deeper, i^you ifaund that there 
wsas little respect for .his :peFson ; ttutt .he was slight- 
ingly spoken of as a;gambler and araue ; and that^he 
wasTQgarded in naother light but as a luoky intriguer. 
AA^hen :in 1838, during the ministry of Count 
\QfaIia, Eeipartero first beoame troublesome U> Queen 
rCristina, jand intimated his wish ithat two :of her 
Ji&inisteBs should be djsmisHed, Maistinez de.la.S^Ma, 
who was ane«of the jeounoiUoro xlf fStnte called to mAsist 
Jhe Queen JSci^nt with his advic^ addressed her 
.jaetnmnjy>thug>; ^M irecc^iseno Jawior the eonatnuo- 
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ticm of eabinets but tbe >«rill of your 'Majesty a^d the 
pttrliaoneiitaTy niijoiitieB. Cbneral Eepai^teiK) may 
place his tefiignatien in.yoar<hBlid8, and 'he then may 
raide the amiy. But for me, there is ^one thing 
eoperior to 'all other -oonsideYatione — ^the dignity ^ 
your Majeet/s throne. To yidd to this requieition 
£9 toiling the crovm out of the window !^ 

It is generally assumed in England, that Oristina 
fell in consequence of an asi^ult upon munioipid 
liberty, and that this was the only question upon 
whieh ishe was then at issue with tiioProgresistas. 
But^here was another, and a still more momentous 
question ; for, contemporaneous with the project for 
nominating'instead of popularly electing the Alcaldes, 
was the ftct, that the C6rtee re-«voted a portion of 
the tithes fdr the support of the clergy. This vote 
was more symptomatic of reaction than the project 
regarding the municipalities ; and the immediate 
consequence was the movement of September [1840, 
and the withdrawal of Cristina into France. The 
sales of the tdmaining church property have been 
recently prohibited ; but there -cannot be a doubt 
tiiat an attempt 4k> restore the property sold would 
be followed by another said a bloodier revolution 
thanatiy that has yet been witnessed. 

ThiB question of n triple and parliamentary EiO- 
^ency having been decided against the wishes of a 
very large secticii of the Progreristas^ and Espartero 
falnving been raised to the supreme authority with 
nothing but soldiership to qualify him for affairs ef 
dtate, it became in the higheAt degi^ee incumbent on 
Ism to rale mth moderation. 'He ^riiould haye shoivte 
c2 
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some deference for the views of those parliamentary 
leaders, in unison with whom was effected the move^ 
ment that carried him to power, and with whoso 
general principles his own were in accordance. But 
so far from this, they were excluded from his private 
circles; and there was the frequent pretension of 
deciding every question, like Brennus, by the weight 
of his sword. A partisan spirit has hitherto blinded 
us in England, both to this most noticeable fact, and 
to the circumstance that the intrusion of his military 
secretary, Linage^ was carried to a degree irrecon- 
cilable with parliamentary 'government. We are 
not to be blind to Espartero's faults because Narvaez 
is so immeasurably worse. The intervention of a 
mere private secretary, invested with no other cha- 
racter, and as a foreigner jealously eyed by the proud 
spirit of Spanish nationality, in affairs of state, and 
in high political questions, could be regarded in no 
other light but as an abuse of power ; and the expres- 
sion of a strong desire through such a channel, after 
more direct but vain attempts to bend the will of the 
majority, was most decidedly unconstitutional. 

The favour extended to Moderados rather than to 
old Progresista friends, and the feuds and jealousies 
promoted amongst the latter, were errors of quite 
sufficient magnitude, combined with the retention of 
his military habits of rule, to account for Espartero'a 
downfall ; and, though he always respected the letter 
of the constitution, and was little stained by blood- 
shed, he isno longer to be deemed (as his supposititious 
championship led him to be considered in England) 
the victim of an atrocious conspiracy, so much as of 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE BISE OF NABYAEZ. .21 

lus own mismanagement. The parliamentary league 
before which he fell was not a hollow fiction, but a 
reality; the unbought voices of the great majority of 
Spaniards were against him, and the French intrigues 
have perhaps been in some degree exaggerated. 

But the activity of Maria Cristina and her par- 
tisans in Paris materially indeed conduced to this 
result. Her hotel in the Rue des Courcelles was a 
rival Spanish court, and her agents were more accre- 
dited at the Tuileries than the ambassadors of the 
lawful Regent. Her offended womanly pride thirsted 
for a large revenge, attainted soldiers stimulated to 
excess her natural feelings, and the astute sovereign 
by her side, who had already insulted Espartero, 
knew, and discouraged not, her plans. To win or 
corrupt the Spanish army, Narvaez and his friends 
were sent by sea, and a million of francs by land. It 
was just half a century (1793 — 184!3) since a million 
francs went across the Pyrenees in the opposite 
direction. Carlos IV. sent this sum to the Spanish 
envoy at Paris, Chevalier Ocariz, for the purpose of 
bribing the leading members of the Convention to 
spare the life of Louis XVI., a fact divulged in a 
pleading of the elder Berryer. But the '* Infernal 
Committee'** conceived its suspicions, and Ocariz was 
ordered to leave Paris within four-and-twenty hours. 
JBspartero had not the same penetration; and a 
second million of francs, sent likewise across the 
Pyrenees from France completed his destruction. 

Espartero's sliding-scale of popularity has been the 
same in London as at Madrid : . with this difference, 
ihat his flight through its descending gradations was 
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iBore rapid ^th u^ than wiUi bis. oountiymeii. AsJf 
pimmed by. fatality, he vomb oommit the gravest 
error of morality as well as policy, of feeling as of 
jadgment, in the high-hearted land of bis asylum ; 
and, as if all Spaniarda. must be contrabandistsy 
smuggled into the gmnd municipal banquet of London 
the murderer of women, Nogueras. Was there none 
near to tell him of the noble. bnsasts of Englishmen, 
their humane and generous sentiments, their virtuous 
emotions i Was there none to tell him of Hastings* 
three yearfr\ trial for torturing the gentler sex^ for 
butchering or oppressing the weak and helpless, and 
^' placing death on the fountain of life '^ i Was there 
none to tell him of the trial of Queen Caroline, and 
of the torrent of indignation poured upon her perse- 
cutor i Was it well in one, so late of royal standings 
to foists under a false name, upon a convivial assembly 
of the elite of the British capital) a man so universally 
Inranded! The failure of the triple plot to eSbet a 
re-entry into Spain, in which Iriarte, Linage, and 
Nogueras, rivaUed the incapacity of their master^ 
caused the illusions of the British public to melt away 
in indifference, and subside in mute contempt; the 
atmosphere of London became too cold, and the Duke 
of Victory lapsed into suburban life. 

The moment Narvaesf* troops obtained possession 
of Madrid, military violenee became predominant. 
The convention, signed by Aspiroz, by which the 
rights of the national militia were to be held sacred^ 
was shamefully violated ; and the instant Narvaez 
had mastery of the city the nationals were disarmed") 
the entire Senate was dissolved) the provincial depu- 
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tation was dissolyed, the municipality of Madrid was 
dissolved ! The laws and the constitution were vio- 
lated in each instance, and the nominees of the govern- 
ment thrust into these oflSces. The soldiery began to 
murmur, for the re^lar treasmy^ was empty, and 
Cristina^s irregular treasury was closed the moment 
her footing was secured: F6r demanding their 
liceneid atatJuia^ oF'lesver to quit the servioei on the 
faith .of which they had been fdse to Esparterc^ and' 
too true-to NsrrttBZi, this' cruel and heartless adven-i^ 
turer had eight of his soldiers shot ! Then* brains; 
bespattered the wall where thi^' were slain* in. tfaie^ 
suburbs of Madrid,^— *tlieir Uood lay in eight pools on*, 
ti]^ parefaed and dusty ground.. The nationals and 
populace were fired'on when: a fewi gathered i6getliery ^ 
and .the ordinary conversatiesi of livdy Soutiiems waa^ 
called a. political disturbance. Espartero's generals 
and ministers narrowly escaped. wiUi their livea.. 
Zurbano stole from Madrid in.the guise of a muleteer. ■ 
SeoaneproceedM with a safe-oonduct towards Franee,. 
and was faithlesdy arrested on the road. Mendizabal 
sffld Gomez- Becerra were- long ooneealed in . the: 
metropolis, and eventually sueceeded by stratagem in. 
escaping. from the fiponisb.SML 
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CHAPTER III. 

T5B PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT. — STATE OF PARTIES. 

When the Provisional Government, presided over 
by Senor Lopez, was installed at Madrid on the 23rd 
July 9 it found created a new and most difficult posi- 
tion of affairs.* It was the child of peculiar cir- 
cumstances, and to these it was compelled to bow. 
Lifted back to office by violence, created by an out- 
rage on constitutional forms, its first acts must needs 
be of a strong character, and its measures, to be suc- 
cessful, moulded by necessit;^ rather than by statute* 
Two rival parties, diametrically opposed in principle, 
and held asunder by mutual jealousies, were to be 
conciliated and kept in play; two separate sets of 
opinions to be treated with a certain deference. 

The task was unsuccessful, because it was impos- 
sible. The most violent outrages on the Constitution 
were perpetrated in quick succession, the exaggerated 
plea of necessity was invoked for the most lawless acts, 
and in the end it was shown that they were unavail- 
ing. The Marquesa de Santa Cruz was appointed 
to the palace, and the nucleus of a Camarilla formed ; 
the growing exactions of Narvaez were becoming more 
formidable daily, the future was obscure and heavy 
with dull forebodings. The ascendancy of Moderado 
principles appeared inevitable, and the adhesion of 
the army to Narvaez was complete. 
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Senor Lopez, noticing with pain these decisive 
demonstrations, endeavoured by remaining in power 
to keep the Progresistas in countenance, and repel 
the exigencies of Moderado aggression. His object, 
as afterwards avowed in the Chamber, was to tolerate 
and even recognise Moderado opinions, but not to 
permit their induction into power; to give those who 
professed them employment under the State, but 
never concede to them political command* The com- 
promise had but one fault — it was impracticable. 

The parties are committed to hostilities upon the 
most essential principles of government. The one 
is for standing still, or for retrogression, the other 
for perpetual advance. The one is the determined 
foe of innovation, the other is for innovating or reno- 
vating in every direction. They are opposed as to 
abstract theory; they are opposed as to material 
improvement; they are opposed in their financial 
policy ; [ they are opposed as to popular franchise. 
The Progresistas established the Constitution of 1837, 
and the Moderados sternly resisted. The Progre- 
sistas secularised the religious orders, and the old 
Moderados vehemently opposed them. The Pro- 
gresistas sold the bienes nacionales^ or confiscated 
(chiefly ecclesiastical) properties ; the old Moderados 
strongly decried the measure. The Progresistas 
abolished tithes, entails, seigniories ; the Moderados 
exclaimed against all these acts as robbery. 

They are alpha and omega, the bane and antidote, 
the stationary milestone and the train that flies past 
it. Senor Lopez sought as a means of emerging from 
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tfaa diffioidtieB of* tiie- omo, and with th« hope of 
reoonoiliiig oonffioting'opiiiioflff, to give- a new orgta^^ 
itetionto the oomitry bjra premature deeUration of 
the (4ueei^s majmty.. While BeparterO' retained- 
hie legal rights aa Beg0nt'(and'Uie'ro]ral nonage' had' 
yei twelve montbi: to mn), this clear infraotion of th»« 
Gonatiiutaon appeared to^ be the sole resource^ Ifci 
waa justified- perhi^ by the exigeiiciee of the case;, 
but the very poiiey here adopted in^ the hope of a^ 
triumphani remidti like- a*, random move at ohees (the. 
Queen, advaooed)* was the moat fatal whieh a Pro- 
gresiata could; have pursued; for it made Isabel her 
own' mMtreast and.threw her into the arms of the- 
CamarHllu. 

Spanifib politi^ parties and tiieir equivalents in^ 
those of England may be popularly thus defined. Of 
the two estremes in. the graduated seale, Spain is- 
without: the one, and England without the othen 
There are no Tories in Spaing or. their- equivalent^ 
Cariists, in: the legislative Ohambera; there anre 
doubtless some isolated G2u:li8t8 at heart, but they> 
dare not ^ show their tendencies* In England there" 
are no Bepubiioans mixing as suefa^ in the politicai 
world ; . and whenever a stray voice is raised, there is- 
no toleration for the ;doctrtne. Chartism need not be^ 
taken Jnto account, sinee it has^ properly 'speafciRg^ 
no paadiam^ntary existenee* 

The Spanish legidatnre iseMnpesed^of'MM^raddSr* 
Progresistast and BepiM]eaa»« The M&derado is 
nearly ^ the: equivalent: of our GoMsegv aihr e» and the 
Progreaista^of '(»irfWhigi The/Modstadoih aro the^ 
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Bighi- and tlie, PfognmcdM ibe- L^fe of; th^ Ghtmt 
bera; the B)3piiUi6w9 tbe^QTitrmi^ Left, thw ^imiue 
Itting with ¥jmo/&^», 

Tbe Modei^do puirjkjr Itik^lJiktterly loatr ground i9 
the Spmiabparliaineni^ growiogmsiy duj»og tbefosq; 
yeM8 thirt it was exduddd ffom the mtmagenfieiit of 
affaim.; andratiifir ponnitttng • the diffi^^t seotiom 
of the Progreaista party to. fight; it out amongst theosf 
selves, than combii^i^ f6r the fonoatiou of a vigorous 
oppositioni 

Content with: their -chftraoter of undeid^ed respeot? 
ability, and confident in the snpporiand cdnourr^nee 
of nearly all the pjroperty of the country,^and most 
of ihe inteUigenoe^ they not.unnsAnrally lapsed into 
inaction ; lagging* in. the social race, they were outt 
stripped by more vigorous oon^etitors: and the 
literary /7re5%e of Maitinea^de la Bosa, the eloquence 
of Donoso Cort^ and the statesman-like reputation 
of Isturizy the most notable of the Moderados, had 
g]ten> way to the impetuous arrog^ee of Oomuilex 
Bravo, and the party of the Centre, or ** Young 
Spain*" This latter young man^ sitice. he^ pushed 
himself forward to theposi of Premi^» played such 
tricks, in the Cdrtes as denoted far more of vanity 
and vehemence thsA of true abilityyand illus^ated 
the perilsof precocious oratory, disdainful of acquiring 
knowledge and experienee, and bearn^. fruits,thi^t:r^t 
bcior^theyeripeiii 

The party of '*^Y,ottng' Spain'' is more respectable 
than its Isftder,' Ito is composed of fifty deputiest 
v^ h»v0 ]^ted.tb€aBMe}vefti»i the omtre of CoQg^^ 
between Cortin^xOii one sidik apd th^ Modon^eanon 
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the other ; by their compact, energetic, and irresistible 
adhesion, forcing the majority of the Chamber in 
whatever direction they please. Their views are suffi- 
ciently plausible. Placing themselves midway between 
both extremes of opinion, they would moderate pro- 
gress with the restraints of conservation, and make 
patriotic ends the load-star of all their movements. 
But they have failed through lack of virtue. 

The Progresista party of Spain has the strong 
support of the masses, and whenever its leaders lose 
their hold of power, they are invariably the victims 
of their own disunion. Inordinate ambitions and 
personal jealousies make difficult, if not impossible, 
the concert and mutual good understanding which are 
so essential to the effective action of parties. The 
zeal of adherents, not actually provided for, soon cools 
down; the weakness within is speedily augmented 
by the growing strength from without ; and the doors 
of office are too slightly barred to resist the vigorous 
assaults of rivals, and the backhanded blows of false 
supporters. 

Whenever these jealousies and intenial dissensions 
in the Progresista camp attain to a certain pitch, the 
Moderados dispossess them by a coup de main — and 
this not scrupulously or constitutionally after the 
lapse of several years, as with the Wliigs and Tories 
of England, but violently, recklessly, and at compara- 
tively brief intervals of time. Adversity alone unites 
the different Progresista sections, and its lessons are 
too soon forgotten. Moderado principles have the 
undoubted adhesion of the bulk of the wealthy classes. 

A false sympathy for Don Carlos has been recently 
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got up in the British House of Commons. There 
never vfa& anything more impossible than for that 
imbecile and blood-stained tyrant to establish once 
more a footing in Spain. If those who expatiate on 
this subject in London, making copious draughts on 
imagination, were to visit any part of the Peninsula, 
and take note of the popular feeling, they would in- 
stantaneously modify dieir sentiments. The son luur 
as little chance as the father, and the recent resig- 
nation of Don Carlos, in favour of the latter, only 
proves the hopelessness of the Carlist cause, and is 
merely a marriage speculation and a failure. Nothing 
could be more unfounded than the common specu- 
lation in England upon Narvaez's character as likely 
to prove another General Monk, the restorer of 
the English Carlos. Narvaez is the sworn ally and 
servant of Queen Cristina, whose daughter Isabel he 
would as soon think of contributing to remove from 
the throne to make room for her hated uncle and 
Salic rival, as of encircling the brows of Espartero 
with the regal round. The Carlist party in Spain, as 
Carlist, is without strength, standing, or influence, 
and is limited to the more factious clergy and to 
certain antediluvian Grandes. 

Kie guerrillas who hoist Don Carlos'* standard, dis- 
play it merely as a pretence for robbery, and the last 
two years should have sufficed to dispel the most san- 
guine Carlist illusions. The temptation to fish in 
troubled waters was far from being neglected, but 
though the contrabandists filled their nets, the Car- 
lists drew nothing but stones. The Pyrenean frontier 
has for many months past been crossed hy faccioso. 
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iwhetiturim from Fvaiiot, Who btiye be^ umlbrii^y 
•hot in detail, or^cnidied if they renisted in^numben. 
In the BiA^oe firairaieet, aadw N»i^iiTe, no.popuhr 
•jimpatfaieB ooidd be ^ain ei^inted ; and the Vaeeen- 
:gado8^ like the Aragoneto, ^roie agadnat the^faetiotts 
guerrillas, and disponed onAem them*in detail. 

The ParUamentary attte^gth in -every Ctfpt^s *x^ 
^turned ^without oonatraint and violence, has be^ 
■wnally ranged on the Progremta side, and mntiial 
jealoiiites have alone .pire(?^ited iheih from unifoifBily 
(oommanding. Xhe ^utpitlBll fault of Esportero^s (tynaety 
^ras in promoting this jealousy and disunion. Instead 
*of rallying all seetions of Liberals in- support of bis 
^authority, to theexidiision-df the odmmon encoiiy, the 
\eld Libends, represented byCalleitrava and Argnellefl^ 
ii^ere'pkjed off a^inst die <nM) re modern ir^c^ftnens, 
<Gi>i^ina-and Lopez, 016saga and -Madoz, Cantevo 
asid Caballero. The Modesados were despised as tm 
eKtinet faction, :and .grew >in unnoticed etreng^ wifli 
4he unscrupulous aid of JJVanoe, till 4hey rose &to 
irresistible antagonism agadfiist the Regent, throtigh 
A league with the Liberals whom be bad offehded. 
<His>impFudencehas been doomed toa<fearfttl etpmtSon. 

All government in Spain will be a farce, aU en^ 
listened administration impossible, until something 
like stabilitgr and permanenoe is seein^ed to sucoesfflve 
«iinistrie6. As k ia, ^even genius has no time io 
4ispky itself ; iJbefabest promise is nipped in the bud; 
the profoundest schemes ^f >a&LeIi<»'ation and reform 
ave «oatt^ed to tiie winds bdf<»fe the ibifiidati<m of 
'the ^edifice is triteed^ or its ground-plan completed. 
Jixeeutive capacity) 1^ a song^ ^^4s .good if « ^body 
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could fiing;^* but the sooial difficulty recurs, that 
*^ to finish we must begin/^ 

The Spanish ministerial bravurist is kicked out 

before he has cleared his throat. A fair start is 

unheard of in tihe Peninsula. The jockeys are 

weighed, and permitted to mount ; but just as ikey 

are drawing up the rein's, and before they are firmly 

-Sxad in the saddle, ^aJvuthless boot unseatB'lhdni,iand 

^they^areleft spfavHkqg in thexnire ; While the unrufy 

tand lungoTamaUie anhnal Idiey bestrode <is -meunteA 

' by :a ;fresh risdes. All the Ins are assailed by all Hub 

•Outs, with .a xry of; ''^dteiUn que je tiiy mUte!^ 

iiYitfain tiie twelve montiis;from May 1843 to May 

.1844, seven dtferent admioistrtfti^itt directed the 

.affiurs of Spain. Espartero's last eonbidemble cabi- 

cii0t> presided over ^by )Eodil, fell on the 9th of May. 

/Lopez?8 hated but for ton days. Gomez Beeerva^ 

•^subsisted for sktjf^five days, the bulk of which were 

Txevolotionary. 

Ti^ B^wt Bed, Madrid wais taken, and the 
»Lopez-Sesrano cabinet was again installed in office, 
•whsdi At hAA Jfor four .mcmths. 0I6zaga was four 
days beating about for cdll^gueis, and six days an 
-aotual minister. Qonsaleas Bravo was 764 days in 
power, ^aaad Ifarvaez is now the seventh ! ^^ Pwm 
gwiaoMxaymmios hianm "pot Jos parHeuktres que venictn 
de ioda Espana 4 servir al rey" my^ old Mendoza, 'la 
has^iGwerra -de jGranada; *^ There k small gain and 
Jess'honoar for those adventurers ndio flock from all 
xi^ain to serve ike iCing.^ 
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CHAPTER IV. 



The sabsidenoe of the waters, after the tossing 
of a tempest, is a thing not readily effected. There 
is a heaving swell, a breaking into foam, and an 
angry conflict of unruly currents, long after the storm 
has swept over the surffice ; and it was not oil but 
vinegar that Narvaez poured upon [the waves. A 
multitude of causes combined to embitter the feelings 
of the nation ; despotic principles were too evidently 
gaining an ascendant, and popular rights were too 
obviously treated with contempt. If one military 
dictator was got rid of, it was to be succeeded by an- 
other more desperately reckless. There was scarcely 
a law of the land, or an article of the constitution, 
which the Provisional Government did not violate 
within its first month of office. The revolutionary 
Juntas, by which the movement was effected, instead 
of dissolving when the country became restored to a 
normal state, retained their irregular and lawless 
existence, communicated with the Provisional Go- 
vernment upon a footing of equality, and had the 
pretension to advise, dictate, and almost command. 
When their suggestions were not attended to, when 
appointments were not made in their favour, nor 
their services, as they deemed, sufficiently rewarded, 
they proceeded, with the true instinct of Spaniards, 
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to re-pronounce against the Provisional Government, 
and demand a ^^ Central Junta** to control it. Some 
leading towns effected tliis new movement quietly, 
and others by force of arms. 

It was regarded as ominous by the country, that 
Cristina^s Camarilla should be virtually reproduced 
at her daughter's court, and that the queen-mother's 
especial confidant, the Marquesa de Santa Cruz, 
should be dispatched hot-foot from Paris to preside 
over the palace of Madrid, that the court-lady of the 
mother should be the court-lady of the child, and the 
mother's own general the child's body-guard. It was 
remembered too, what Camarillas had been in the 
palace of the husband and father of these two queens, 
when the patriots of Spain were sent to the scaffold 
by the mandate of hidden courtiers, and freedom 
withered at the touch of a Calomarde and a Conde de 
Espana ; when judges were compelled to give sentence 
whether evidence was adduced or not, and Rafael del 
Biego perished, the victim of a coterie. Still more 
was it remembered what worse than human wicked- 
ness, what execrable meanness and infamy, stained 
the crawling yet insolent courtiers of the earlier Bour- 
bons of Spain, and the monarchs who immediately 
preceded' them ; what base and fawning subserviency 
ministered to royal wills ; what grinding tyranny, 
rewarded for these acts, crushed down the people to 
powder ; and though their devotion to their hereditary 
sovereign was not in the least impaired or shaken, 
though loyalty was cherished like a religious feeling, 
they shuddered to be enthralled once more by the 
curse of a Camarilla. 

VOL. I. D 
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. The ory of ^^ Centml Jiinta^^ is dear to the ears qf 
Spaniards. It was the rallying ory of the munioipal 
,and popular leviesi which struggled so long for liber<^ 
in the early part of the reign of Charles V. ; ao^l 
•dixring the Peninsular War it was this cry that sus- 
tained Zaragoza in its triumphant endurance of foity 
.assaults, made 121 Spankh victims in the insurreetioii 
of Madrid against the French, and enabled Vi^encia 
to repulse Marshal Moncey with terrible slaughter* 
According to llie ancient usages of the country, upon 
great emergencies each province names a supreme 
Junta, invested with full power both of internal ad- 
ministration and military defence. Two members, 
deputed from each provincial Junta, proceed to the 
capital, and there sitting together constitute the 
Central Junta of the kingdom. Before the crowning 
of Joseph Bonaparte the Junta thus formed governed 
at Madrid, in the name of Ferdinand VI L, under 
the presidency of Count Florida-Blanca. 

Barcelona and Zaragoza were the first and boldest 
to defy Lopez and Narvaez, and make manifest their 
indignation at the deception practised on the people. 
These spirited towns withstood lengthened sieges, and 
did not finaUy yield except upon honourable terms. 
In many other towns there were partial attempts at 
insurrection, but for the most part unsuccessful. 

During the siege of Seville there were several free 
corps enrolled, which were far too proud of their 
triumphant defence to sufier themselves to be at once 
disbanded when their services were no longer needed. 
The Junta continuing its sittings, without any sha- 
dow of authority^ for four moi^ths after the cessa- 
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tion of the siege, to the period of the declaration of 
the QueenV majority, could with no decency dissolve 
theCuerpos Francos^ which only imitated their betters, 
and thus matters remained tiU the middle of NoTem>- 
ber, to great public inconvenience. The Junta went 
on promoting their favourites from the rank of Ser- 
jeant to those of AlfSrez or ensign, lieutenant, and 
captain, long after there was the slightest occasion 
for such irregular levies. The most absurd . conse^ 
■quesces resulted. A shoemaker, who had been ad- 
vanced to the post of Alf<^rez, having a quarrel in the 
Alameda Vieja with some of his fellow-townsmen, 
required a« a military officer the assistance of four 
private soldiers, who chanced to pass that way, to 
arrest his adversaries, and lodged them in a guard* 
house. This scandalous abuse led at last to an abate- 
ment of the nuisance, and none were permitted to 
assume military titles who were not confirmed in their 
appointment by the government. 

The people of Seville exaggerated the merits of 
their defence. Van Halen's battering train was 
composed of only eight mortars, and about a dozen 
pieces of field-artillery, none of tliem more than fifteen- 
pounders ; the guns did little or no execution, and of 
the mortars two were disabled and dismounted. 
The bombardment lasted but six days, and the notion 
of doing considerable injury with such materiel to a 
city of immense extent, containing 120,000 inhabi- 
tants, is extremely fantastic. But rhodomontade and 
grandiloquence are dear to the Spanish character, 
and especially to the natives of Andalucia, which has 
been called the Spanish Gascony ; every man likes 
d2 
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to have his courage spoken of, and the heads of the 
SevillanoB were turned by the pindarics of native 
bards, and the high-flown compliments of the sor- 
romiding villages. The ** Junta of Defence ^ believed 
themselves considerably greater men than Narvaez» 
and forwarded to him and Lopez accounts of the 
siege in prose and rhyme, with a request for places 
tacked to the end. When these historical memoirs 
and epic efiiisions were treated with profound indif- 
ference, when they found their encomiastic authorship 
cavalierly consigned to the trunkmakers, the cry for a 
Central Junta became very keen in Seville. Attempts 
at insurrection were made and persisted in with great 
pertinacity throughout the autumn^ and nothing but 
the energy of the Government authorities and the 
vigour of Narvaez^s military arrangements prevented 
these efforts, of which there were some twenty at 
different times, from becoming successful. 

As the Sevillanos imagine themselves to have been 
treated with great ingratitude, I may as well record 
the real results of the siege. I saw full twenty houses 
in different parts of the city — this was about the 
entire number — which Van Halen's shells had entirely 
^^ gutted.^ The balls did limited damage — a mere 
crack against a wall, for the most part, a few stones 
dashed out, and there an end. But the bombs — ^that 
was indeed a different matter ! Wherever they fell, 
unless when they struck the streets and were buried 
in the ground, they carried destruction. Lighting 
on the roof of a house, they invariably pierced through 
its four or five floors, and bursting below, laid the 
building in ruins. The lives lost by these tremendous 
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explosions were fortunately but few— in all not more 
than twenty — ^for the male inhabitants were chiefly at 
the walls, and the women huddled in the ohurohes. 
One man who removed with his family to AlcaU, 
upon his return found the roof and floors of his house 
pierced by a grenade, which destroyed a sofa on 
which he had sat nearly every day in his life, and 
then made its exit through the wall. Throughout 
the siege there was happily no desecration of churches. 
The women cooked and slept in the magnificent 
cathedral ; but if they did, they breathed incessant 
prayers to the Virgin ; and no crucifix, with a cord 
twisted round its neck, was dragged in derision as at 
Barcelona. 

^^ Ah^ viUanos con poderT says Calderon, in his 
Ahoidede Zalumea. *' Villains with power/' indeed ! 
The Juntas, the moment they were constituted, took 
measures to prove how sincere was their love of 
liberty, by persecuting those whom they hated. The 
brave men, too, who had so longed for the post of 
danger, looked shrewdly now to their personal safety; 
and the dignity of their new position kept them 
always close in council, and as far as they could from 
the walls ! The Junta of Seville was snugly ensconced 
in the nearly bomb-proof convent of San Paolo ; and 
that of Barcelona, during the subsequent bombard- 
ment of October, packed itself up in a vault of the 
extinct Inquisition, with an arched stone roof of 
extraordinary thickness. They smiled in conscious 
security at the distant booming of the projectiles 
which flew through the Plaza de San Jaime, while 
their deluded adherents at their bidding were perilling 
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life and limb. lo their mandates, their proeeedinge^ 
and their cruel and saogjiinary eeiiteiioeai they fol- 
lowed unooneeiously, but with aiogular oloeeneMy the 
system of. the ominous body in whose hall they had 
enshrined themst^Ivee. ^^ Ah^vUIanoeoan poderf Boye 
of twelve and thirteen years were compelled by them 
to do the work of soldiers— tender youths, torn from 
the mothers of Spain. 

At Granada and Almeria there were severe con- 
flicts between the citizens and the military, but the 
attempt of the Centralistas was likewise here unsuc- 
cessful. At Xerez the authorities gave to the troops 
the word of command to fire on the revolted Nationals. 
But the soldiers, instead of obeying the mandate, 
joined in the citizens'* cry for the Central Junta^ 
shouldered their muskets with the butt-end upper- 
most, fraternised with the Nationals, whom they 
caught in a rough embrace, and made all their officers 
prisoners ! The Ayuntamiento was speedily '' no- 
where.**" The next day all this work was as if by 
magic undone, and the town ^' dispronounced '^ itself 
at the point of the bayonet. Means had been con- 
trived in the interim to pay up the soldiers' arrears. 
The enthusiasm of the previous day was miraculously 
abated. The highly-brandied sherry assumed a pale 
and golden hue. Water was poured into the gene- 
rous liquor — it was diluted to a mawkish negus. 

The charming town of Xerez de la Frontera ]« 
every day assuming more of an English air, the cleans 
liness of its streets, and the bright colouring of the 
fr<ttts of its houses showing that the tastes of the 
Britttlh residents ai>e diffiising themselves i^niAngm^ 
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the 'native population. But the aayage luttureof thid : 
Spanwh p<^tiofll pftrtisan has bimt out here, as in 
olher parts oi Andalaoia, where, until of late, such 
manifestations vr&ee a pleasing rarity ; and in Octo- 
ber, on the occasion of electing the provincial depu- 
tation, a remarkable outbreak took place in tins 
pretty little town. The committee of the Ayunta- 
mi^to was engaged in the scrutiny <^ votes ; IJie 
populace were anxiously waiting the result in the open 
space in front of the municipal hall, and a considera- 
ble distance down the Galle del Consistorio. I was 
close to the Ayuntami6nto myself, being curious to 
lean! the result, and still more anxious to watch the 
evolutions of the crowd. The greatest suspicion of 
the committee prevailed, and murmurings of bitter 
discontent were raised without intermission. The 
members were to a man warm partisans of the Pro- 
visional Government, and it was a part of the elec- 
tioneering management of Lopez and Narvaez to 
suffer no Centralista and no adherent of Ekipartero 
to have a finger in that most important part of a 
Spanish election which consists in the scrutiny of 
votes. 

The crowd knew this as well as the authorities. 
Presently, an active Ayaeucho emerged from the 
municipality, and announced to his friends, in the 
deep and rapid tones of a conspirator, that tiie game 
IMS up widi their candidates ! The scrutiny was 
going all agamst them, they had not one friend in 
the electoral college, and the best votes of the district 
were struck oi^ for no odier faolt but because they 
belMiged totiieOppootion. **Lawiaaettdpadridai" 
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(the table is rotten !) he excldmed, Bhaking hw 
clenched fist with vehemence. The crowd understood 
him, and caught up the cry : *' Ahtgo el Ayuntamiinto I 
Abajo la mesa podridaT'^ (Down with the munid-* 
pality ! Down with the rotten table !) *^ Fit)a la 
Jimta CetUral ! ** The ^^ table '' is the familiar name 
for the committee of scrutiny. The municipal guard 
interposed, but were speedily overcome. The front 
of the Ayuntami6nto was attacked, the windows were 
peppered with stones, the guard at the door inter-* 
fered, but were vigorously resisted. All the neigh- 
bouring shop-doors were shut, and the windows 
barricaded. A message was sent from the back of 
the Ayuntami6nto to the adjacent barrack, and the 
brigadier commandant of arms, Don Bernardo de 
Aguila, repaired without delay to the scene of the 
alboroto, with the small force of infantry and cavalry 
at his disposal, which he planted in front of the Casa 
del Ayuntamiinto, according to the best principleft 
of military distribution to do execution against a 
crowd. 

At the approach of Aguila, with his handful of 
disciplined troops, the major part of the mob fled 
from the Calle del Consistorio into the small streets 
which branch off from it ; and the commandant, with 
a piquet of infantry, succeeded in dislodging from the* 
hall of the municipal house the portion of the crowd 
which had penetrated within. Several bayonet-stabs- 
were dealt, in this service ; no serious wound was 
inflicted, but the people were expelled. I retired to 
the house of an acquaintance fronting the munici^ 
pality, and from one of its windows commanded a full 
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Tiew of ihe sobflequent events. Traaquillity was for 
the moment restored, and the Amotinados (mutineers) 
seemed to have quietly abandoned the ground to the 
soldiers, who, of course, remained and prepared for 
hostilities. Agmla took all needful precautions; 
planted his men so as to guard against surprise, and 
posted sentinels in the streets adjoining the Consisto- 
xial, where there are some narrow passages^ Now, 
however, came into play the ambushed guns, and & 
perfidious fire of musketry from the tops of houses and 
the comers of alleys took down no fewer than six of 
the soldiers. One of the infantry was killed on the 
spot and another was wounded ; two of the cavalry 
were wounded seriously, and two slightly. The ele- 
vated and exposed position of the latter on horseback, 
made them more obvious aims for 'Jhe concealed 
marksmen. The dragoons galloped up and down the 
street — ^the foot-soldiers ran to and fro, but there was 
no enemy to be seen ; the murderous guns of their 
assailants were discharged from under cover, or from 
the inaccessible roofs of houses. Dragoons and horses 
champed the bit impatiently ; some of them bit the 
dust. The infantry soldiers pointed their muskets 
here and there, but the moment they raised their 
weapons their adversaries had disappeared. The 
popular fury now rose with the taste of blood, and 
women aided their husbands and brothers by flinging 
down tiles, heavy stones, and flower-pots, on the sol- 
diers beneath, as at Barcelona. It is a fearful scene,, 
street-fighting ! Tamer, however, than the Catalan 
viragos, they hurled no chests of drawers — no hyme* 
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neal bedposts— >no infantB^ eradlee, on tiie shakos ander ' 
them. 

Aguiht^ undaunted by the ugliness of the weapons 
which rained down from nnmerous roofs, proceeded 
to make a reconnoUsance in a caf(S from whioh several 
shots had been fired. As he was in the act of 
entering with his men, one of the townspeople im- 
prudently rushed out from the further door and 
darted down the street. The exasperated soldiers 
levelled their guns at him, and shot him dead ! That 
man was as innocent of all participation in the fray 
as I was. He was indeed remarkable for his pacific 
and timid character, and if he fled it was in positive 
consternation. His life paid the forfeit of his want 
of self-possession. Such are the terrible chances of 
civil strife ! The ammunition of the people became 
scantier ; Aguila withdrew his sentries and pickets, 
and planted himself for the remainder of the day and 
night at the Ayuntami^nto. The firing of the Amoti- 
nados was now distant and ineffective, and the muni- 
cipal committee with true Spanish sang-froid continued 
its scrutiny uninterruptedly, without paying the 
slightest attention to the zozobra (whirlwind) outside. 
Aguila did not venture forth with his slight force 
again, confining himself to the protection of the 
municipal house; the people, too, declined to show 
close fight, but kept up a hedge-£re nearer or move 
distant during the whole of the nif^t. The soldiers 
ensconced in the municipal hall ree^ved no fioiher 
damage, with the exception of a couple of sentries 
who were wounded. The impassible aldermen con- 
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tinued their scrutiny for twelve mortal hours, striking 
off a vote, or thereabouts, for every hostile shot that 
was fired. Meanwhile an express had been sent off 
to Cadiz for troops, and everything was got ready in 
the middle of the night. At five in the morning of 
the 16th, 300 men of the regiment of Asturias, under 
the command of Don Pedro Cabanas, embarked on 
board a sn^all steamer in the midst of a heavy storm, 
crossed the Bay of Cadiz, with a surge sweeping to 
their gunwale, and were in Xerez four hours after. 

This strong reinforcement decided the business. 
The town was patrolled in every direction; several 
arrests were made ; the leading partisans of the Pro- 
visional Government mingled with the soldiers. 

The first Alcalde, Miguel Giles, and the political 
governor's secretary, Velasquez, read the bando, 
commanding all arms to be given up — and were fired 
on in the act — but the disturbance was effectually 
suppressed. 

Such were the usual character and fate of the 
attempts to proclaim the Central Junta. Neverthe- 
less it was determined, as a counterplot, to proclaim, 
without delay, the Queen^s majority, and this cere- 
mony took place with befitting pomp at the meeting 
of the C6rtes, on the 1 5th of November. 
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CHAPTER V. 

THE OUSTING OF LOPBZ, AND THE EXPULSION OP 
OLC$ZAGA« 

It was a glorious sight, whatever partisans may 
say about it, when the second Isabel ascended, in her 
thirteenth year, the oldest throne in Europe — a 
throne numbering more ages than her years ; a throne 
of fourteen centuries, more venerable than that of 
France, more chivalrous than that of England, more 
illustrious, in its early history, than any in the world 
beside ; when the royal girl by her youthful innocence 
(would that she could have kept it unimpaired !) 
disarmed contending factions, exorcised the demons 
of infuriate striife, and beaming from a serener sky, 
like a pure and benign Santelmo, quelled in an instant 
the surges of faction, and dispersed the angry foam 
of waters ! The first Isabel left deep on the throne 
the impression of her iron footsteps, combined the 
qualities which shone most worthily in the age which 
she adorned — for, like our own Isabel,* she was strong 
and masculine-minded — put an end to a fierce and 
barbarous domination, joined many divided peoples 
in one, united two crowns, and linked two worlds! 
To every age its especial uses. The transforming 
power of time has renovated, of late» the face of the 
Spanish monarchy, and abridged the royal prerogsr 

^ • Queen Elizabeth — the names are the same in mfily. j 
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thre* May the new Isabel (was the general prayer) 
shine worthily in her limited, but most powerful, 
sphere; controlling faction by the prestige of her 
name, and gathering round her throne, by the magic 
of her undisputed position, all that is most worthy 
and most virtuous in her empire. May that delicate 
hand wield a strong sceptre, reconcile freedom with 
order and progress with conservation ; and beneath 
her quickening sway may the loyalty cheerfully paid 
to her sex and station, the homage of strength more 
readily accorded to weakness, revive all the chivalrous 
honour and lofty caballeria of the Spanish character, 
till the nation is as justly proud as of old, and its 
name and power, as of old, respected I 

The nobleman appointed guardian to the Queen 
was found to be of such strong Moderado, even 
Boyalist, tendencies, that it had been deemed requi- 
site to counterbalance his influence by some other 
high appointment; and an extraordinary courier was 
despatched to the Basque provinces for Don Salus- 
tiano de 016zaga, with a letter from the Prime 
Minister, Lopez, imploring him instantly to repair to 
the Court. Olozaga obeyed the call, though with 
rdnctance, his intention having been to await the 
meeting of the C6rtes. He found that the Queen's 
guardian had nominated several violent Moderados 
to places near the royal person, and amongst the 
rest the Marquesa de Santa Cruz. He accepted the 
investiture of royal preceptor, with the well-understood 
duties annexed of constant vigilance and political 
inspection of the movements of the now undisguised 
Camiuilla. The mission was both difficult and dis- 
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agreeable^ ''and its results,^^ as he expreesed it, 
**iiiii8t be almost certainlj evil.^^ It was a silent but 
ineessant struggle of conflicting influences. His 
ftinetions, however, as preceptor^ could last only for 
a few months, it having been determined, as the only 
escape from the pressing difficulties of the ease, to 
declare the Queen major in November. This brief 
interval was carefully employed by 016zaga. To the 
completion of Queen IsabeFs political education his 
days and nights were devoted. He repeatedly ex- 
plained to his royal pupil that there is no constitu- 
tional monarchy possible, if sovereigns yield to private 
afiection, or to the solicitations of those whom they 
may happen to esteem, in preference to the counsels 
of the men who are interposed between ruler and 
people. 

The Queen'^s majority was declared, the functicms 
both of guardian and preceptor ceased with this 
declaration; the Lopes ministry retired^ notwith- 
standing an unanimous approring vote from the 
C6rtes, Lopez being resolutely averse to encountering 
the too powerful opposition of the Camarilla; and 
Lopez himself designated 016zaga for his successor. 
Olozaga, relying on his conscious strength, though 
well aware of all the obstacles, accepted the trying 
task. He underrated the hatred of the Camarilla. 

The natural feelings of dislike on the part of Queen 
Cristina towards 016zaga have not been sufficiently 
dwelt on. We have here again the ^^ foemina farensf 
a lurking hostility, and a deadly revenge. When 
Olozaga was in Paris as Espartero^s representative, 
he demanded of the court of the Tuilerie^ the 
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.removal of Ciistina from tlie French metropolis, 
ba8ii]\g hm demand upon an aeeueation of ineeaaant 
.defijgas hostile to the actaal Begenay of Spain, revo*- 
ktionary plans in perpetual agitation, subsidies of 
money, and threatened inroads. The French Court 
did not listen to this demand, but Cristina deeply 
remembered it; and we have now the results of the 
secret instructions with which the Marquesa de Santa 
Cruz repaired to Madrid, as well as the source of 
Queen Isabel's hatred. 

The Camarilla set to work at once with a vigour 
which disclosed their estimate of the powers of the 
man they had to cope with. They engaged in what 
Frenchmen called ^^ une guerre achamSe.'''* Olozsga 
was no sooner called in, than a proposition was made 
to him ^' to arrange matters with the Captain- 
General." He asked whether it was proposed that 
Narvaez should form one of the new Ministry ! The 
answer was in the negative. Had it been affirmative, 
Olozaga would have at once resigned, because a 
Progresista government he was determined to form, 
and rejected as impracticable an infusion of Mode- 
rados, the political distinctions beii^ too decided for 
compromise. He then was told that it was expected 
he would take Narvaez's advice as to the appointment 
of his colleagues. He answered, that that personage 
would highly honour him if he called him formally 
for the purpose in question ; but that he could not 
respond to the confidence which had been reposed in 
him by his sovereign, unless he were to enjoy the 
most perfect liberty. 

016zaga.was proceeding to choose his colleagues 
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entirely from his own Progresista party, when the 
first open demonstration was made by the Camarilla. 
The declaration of Queen IsabeFs majority was cele* 
brated by a voyal banquet* It was originally intended 
that none but the Ambassadors and Prime Minister 
(his colleagues not being yet appointed) should assist 
at this banquet. Notwithstanding the strict rule thus 
hid down, it was indirectly conveyed to Oldzaga, as 
the Queens's desire, that Narvaez should be present. 
The outgoing ministry, Lopez and his colleagues, and 
016zaga by common accord declared that the pro- 
posed invitation would have a strong political signifi- 
cancy, and that either the exception should not be 
made, or it should be announced and laid down as a 
general rule. The determination to have Narvaez 
present was, however, persisted in ; the Queen's wishes 
on the subject were positively declared ; and a com- 
promise was efiPected by which Narvaez was permitted 
a seat at the dinner, but his presence was balanced 
by that of more popular authorities. 

On the following day, while Oldzaga was engaged 
in the Secretaria de Estado upon the difficult task of 
forming an administration, he was surprised by the 
receipt of a hurried message from the palace ; and 
having repaired thither without delay, his surprise 
was increased on being told by the Queen that ^^ he 
must form his Ministry without delay, for if not, there 
was another who would do it for him !^^ 016zaga did 
not resign in disgust, for he took pity on his sovereign, 
and his indignation at the back-stairs influence 
sustained him through the miserable conflict. He 
instantly formed his Cabinet, and the second day of 
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its existence reoeived for himself and his colleagues, 
from the Queen's mouth, an invitation to the royal 
table. 

On the appointed day the new Ministers repaired 
to the palace, and were told at the door that there 
was no dinner for them ! 016zaga, in no wise dis- 
concerted, declared that they did not come to eat, 
but to have the honour of paying their respects to 
her Majesty, and pushed into the interior of the 
palace. 

This glorious impertinence of Olozaga's drove the 
Camarilla to despair. The Marquesa de Santa Cruz ; 
for she it was who came with that smoothly-told 
but rudest of fibs, and whom Olozaga merely indicated 
to the Congress, subsequently, as one who is mvy de 
cerca to the Queen, " who has the honour to serve 
very close to her Majesty's person'*— bit her lip, and 
had nothing to answer. The resources even of that 
deverest of intriguing women were exhausted : no 
further obstacle cotdd be improvised. The horrid 
man would take no rebuff nor refusal ! To be sure, 
it was deucedly unexpected. Think of a person thus 
grossly insulted, invited to a grand dinner at the 
palace, and told on his arrival with a contemptuous 
sneer that there was no dinner for him, having face 
and firmness enough to reply, with the most exqui- 
sitely cutting politeness : ^' My colleagues and I have 
not come, Marquesa, to eat at the Queen's or at any 
other table. We assure your Excellency that eating 
is not. our object. We come desirous to enjoy the 
honour of her Majesty's invitation, by seating our- 
selves at her royal table. Her Majesty will dine and 

VOL. I. E 
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we will look %n.^ The Maiquen kad tfaonglit to jbser 
Oldzaga^ but she herself was jevi&'^^Ae stisove to 
humiliate him but was herself humbled, and deteeted 
in a very base mitnith ; for, ccmtrarj to her distnet 
declaration, 016zaga and his colleagues fimnd a 
BUflaptaous banquet pr^ared ! Any other mai^ 
tak^ aback by the Marquesa^s cool statement, wcMild 
have said: ''No matter; some other day we will 
enjoy the honour.**^ But Olozaga walked in, and 
partook of '' a most abundant dinner/^ 

A decree recognising the appointments and dis- 
tinetions conferred by Espartero, exasperated the 
Moderados. The d^ermination announced by 016zaga 
to respect municipal rights, enraged them still fiir- 
ther; and the retirement of Serrano from his 
ministry, occasioned partly by the decree above 
mentioned, and partly by the defeat of Lopez, in his 
candidature for the presidential chair of the Deputies, 
weakened the new Premier's power. The Moderados 
had triumphed in the popular assembly, and thrust 
into the presidency Pidal, a vehement partisan. The 
course which in this emergency Oloz^^a pursued, was 
to obtain from the Queen a decree for the dissolution 
of the C6rtes, a decree to be used when the fitting 
occasion should arrive. Olozaga obtained this decree 
on the 28th, and held it in petto. Nothing was 
publicly heard on the subject till the evening of the 
29th. Pidal, president of the deputies, was then 
called in to consult with the Queen, upon '' a horrible 
and unheard of attempt^^ by Olozaga, in fordngher to 
sign the decree of dissolution ; and on the night of 
the 29th, there were convened, by Pidal's advice, in 
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the Real Camara, the Tice-premdents of the congretHs, 
the minwter Friag, and the ex-minister Serrano. To 
these the Queen detailed Oldsaga's all^d violence; 
Firias signed the decree of bis colleague Oldza^a's 
dismkeal, and Serrano the revocation of the decree 
for a difigolution of the CorteGu AU the miniBten 
resigned on the following day. 

Everything in this world has a cause ; and the more 
immediate cause of these portentous events was the 
bile of Narvaez. Whence arose the wrath of this 
fierce Achilles, this Captain-General of New Castile! 
From a slight but significant occurrence. The 
26th of November, the day after the completion of 
Olozaga^s cabinet, was a Sunday, and the Madrilenos 
were abroad, as is their wont, for amusement, love, 
religion. A crowd gathered in front of the palace, 
and the word went round that Olozaga had sold him- 
self to the Moderados. Slight is the puff that soon 
begets a whirlwind here. Within a few minutes, in 
the area before the royal Alcazar, there was a loud 
and tremendous uproar, an Algazara* that rose from 
the Moorish blood of Spain. The populace called for 
the head of Narvaez, the heads of ministers — " MtLe- 
ran los traidores ! '' Narvaez wanted to charge on the 
people; to cut out their tongues, or cut off their 
heads; to cut them down — it mattered little how. 
Olozaga answered " No !" And so determined was he 
not to throw himself into the hands of the Mode- 
rados, so resolved to give efficacy to Progresista prin- 
ciples that he proceeded to acknowledge the legality 

* A load tumult of Toices. J 
e2 
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of Espartero's power till the moment of his leaving- 
Spain. Then was OI6zaga'6 destruction doomed. 

The last day of Lopez's continuance in office was 
the 21st of November. The last day of 016zaga's 
was the 28th of the same month. He was thus in 
office exactly a week ; and what a week ! The march 
of a century. That little week sufficed to change the 
destinies of Spain. 
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CHAPTER VL 

THE ROTAL CONSPIRACY. 

On the 30th of November Gonzalez Bravo received 
his nomination as Ministro de Estado and premier, 
with vfYdch was combined that of temporary Grand 
Notary of the Kingdom, for the purpose of receiving 
the Queen's declaration as to the occurrences between 
her and 016zaga on the night but one preceding. 
Summonses were issued to most of the leading and 
official persons of Madrid to attend at the palace 
early in the ensuing day ; and at noon on the 1st De^ 
member, in presence of all these *' notabilities/' Her 
Most Catholic Majesty Isabel the Second made the 
following solemn declaration, which was taken down 
in writing by the Notario Mayor> Bravo : — 

" On the night of the 28th of the month last past, 
016zaga presented himself before me, and proposed 
to me that I should sign the decree of dissolution of 
the Cortes. I answered that I did not like to sign it, 
having this amongst other reasons, that these Cortes 
had declared me of age. Olozaga insisted ; I again 
refused to sign the said decree. I rose, directing 
myself towards the door, which is to the left of my 
table for despatch of business. Olozaga placed him- 
eelf before me, and fastened the bolt in that door ; 
I directed myself towards the door in front, and 
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016zaga again placed himself before me, and fastened 
the bolt of that door. He eaught hold of my dress, 
and obliged me to sit down. He seized my hand and 
forced me to sign. After this he left« and I retired 
to my apartment.^^ 

The declaration, as attested by Bravo, proceeded 
thus : — '^ The foregoing manifestation having been 
read over by me, the undersigned, Her Majesty 
deigned ta add the foUowing : — ' Before 0I6zaga 
took his departure, he asked me if I would give him 
my word not to tell any person what had happened ; 
and I answoned that I would not promise/ Her 
Mi^eety than invited att present to enter the room in 
which she despatches bunness, and examme the place 
in which what she had just told them happened ; and 
80 they did in effect, all entering the Royal Cabinet. 
Afterwards I placed the declaration in Her Majesty's 
royal hands, who, attesting that that was her true 
and free will, affirmed and signed it in the i»resenoe 
of the above-mentioned witnesses, after I had asked 
those present if they had possessed themselves of its 
contents, when they all answered that they had so 
possessed themselves; whereupon the said act was 
amiounced to be terminated, Her Majesty command- 
ing that all present should withdraw, and that this 
her royal declination should be deposited in the office 
of my department, where it is now archived. And 
in order that it may be known hereafter, and pro- 
duce the ^ects for which it took place, I give these 
presents in Madrid this first day of December 1843. 

^* Luis GoNZAi^fez Bravo."^ 
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Suck w» the Broyial dedarstion, and Bdbmnfy 
attested act, whicfa bore upoa the face of it the stamp 
of impeflBibilitj, and, ere fonp-and-iwenfey hours had 
eiafN3ed» was universally discredited. Its disproof^ tis 
will be seea in the se^piel, was of the most o<m'?faidng 
descriptba; and never, indeed, was eidamny e<Mi- 
fiited by a stroi^^ array of human evidienoe. The 
Moderaidos imai^ed that none would pFosume to 
question the royal word, but, happily, they were 

A remarkable feature in this transaction is, that 
am^ogst the great officers of state aiKl of tiie legis- 
latwre who repaired to the Palace to receive Queen 
Isabel's declaration, was her confessor, the Patriarch 
of the Indies. Her statement, therefore^ was made 
in the presence of the only p^'son in the world who 
eoidd aok her, in the name of her God, for an account. 
Perhaps the eye of the right reverend father, when it 
met hers, rather treubled her; and doubtless this, in 
seme degree, acocmnts for the excitement with which 
she ran to and fro^ and said — '^ Here it was 016xaga 
caught my arm ; ^^ '^ here he held my hand," et aetera; 
with sundry ^^pdlalaifCLS de honral" Probably the 
Patriarch since has told her, that a salUed throne is 
a tlnrone undermined* 

It was a prond positi<m which tho Prograssta 
party took in this a&k of (H6zaga. The Camarilla, 
and its Moderado allies in the Chambers— Ringing 
to their ancient courtly recoUectkMis, to the shadowy 
prestige of Sovereign infallibility, and the sa<NPe^e8s 
of the Regal ark, which ev^i; a touch must defile-^ 
thought that, to emdi the most illustrious snbje^ in 
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Spain, a Royal word sufficed. Who will dare gun- 
say it ! aigucd the Camarilla, in its dark conventide 
— enveloped by the thick pall of the Philips — ^imbued 
with the spirit of that Don Carlos, who, in 1760, 
haying exchanged the throne of the Two Sicilies for 
that of Spain, signed the Family Compact with 
France — and with much of the spirit of that other 
Don Carlos^ who, in 1839, was drummed out of the 
Peninsula. " Gratttz le Russe^^ said Napoleon, '^ vous 
trouverez le Tartare/^ Scratch the ultra Mpderado, 
and you will find the rank old Absolutist ! The 
Queen has said it — ^what more could you desire! 
El Bey no cae — ** The King falls not " — declares an 
old Spanish law. The '' Despacho Universal''* was 
but the other day as omnipotent as the Decalogue. 
The Royal word made heads to fall as freely as the 
bowH3tring in Turkey. Who shall doubt the royal 
word! Impossible. A few years back the King 
was served on bended knees — a God— unquestionably 
the courtier's God. Many of these venerable cus- 
toms had been revived within the month; grandes 
to wait at table — ^grandes to slut in the bedchamber 
—and the capital ofiFence committed by Oldzaga was 
to have given the Queen his arm to the dinner-table. 
The villain ! His head rolling on a scaffold could 
scarce repay the indignity ! Even in those odious 
contrivances-— constitutional monarchies — ^the Sove- 
reign was impeccable, irresponsible, inviolable. Ah, 
ha, Don SaJustiano, you are caught in a trap! 
Why it was not so long — only 200 years — since he, 
whom the Duke d'Ossuna called the Great Drum of 
Monarchy, Philip III., was roasted to death before 
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his own fire, a victim to that lovely etiquette which 
would be skinned alive before it touched its Sovereign 
without special privilege. Doubt the royal word^ 
indeed — ^not in Spain ! It was but a dozen summers 
since royal protests and contradictions decided most 
disputes, vfrhether of palace or party, and the obei« 
sance paid to the dernier mot of Ferdinand could, 
surely, not be withheld from his daughter. Think of 
the gallantry due to a girl,, and say was it not an 
excellent plot! They never thought that 016zaga 
and his friends would have the impudence to defend 
him ; they deemed that he would sufiPer himself to be 
led an unbleeding lamb to the sacrifice — that he 
would succumb without a struggle to this personal 
vengeance. Indeed ! The Progresistas were no such 
finished courtiers; sophistry and empty fictions have 
no such sway over human hearts. They were wor- 
shippers of royalty — not idolaters of its assumed 
infallibility. 

' The horrid 'plot, the deadly attkck, was levelled 
against mankind. If sovereigns are entitled to legiti- 
mate command, there is a greater sovereign — Justice. 
If Queens are interesting, beloved, sacred, there is 
another, and a yet more powerful Queen — "the 
daughter of Heaven (as Seuor Lopez said), the 
sister of Time, the companion of Eternity ; the only 
resource and consolation of distress, the only shield 
of innocence — ^Truth, Senores, to whom, since I was 
born, I have paid my worship — to whom I will pay 
it till I die ; and when I fix my eyes upon her, all 
other objects disappear !" The Progresista leaders, 
therefore, did not hesitate to assert and prove the 
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fabehood of the Queen^s statement) foeliog well 
asMixed that if 016zagm were made a sileiit Tietim, 
.Do&a IflabeFB character, and the stabilitjr of her 
throne^ woidd suffer more from thie Turkiah, aet of 
Bnfiboataom thi* aadckig up and Bo^orioaBg of a 
Prime Minister, than even from the stain oi false- 
hood. And they judged ri^^tly. To '' Burke " 
016iaga would have been to make Isabel hated £ar 
life for an ifljustiee not to be lepaired, aad a rmMmg 
inbumanity. 

But the fib of a ehild of thkteen, however sokmiiljr 
recorded, however otMstinatelj persisted in, might by 
subsequent good oonduet be redeemed ; and no one 
could hold that such a child was a free moral agent. 
Without exp€ffieoce or su^Hcioo, without r^eetion 
or fOTesi^t, without the perspicacity which ia so 
essential in palaces, she was an obvious prey and a 
ready victim for black-hearted intriguers. Her feel- 
ings were wrought on, trifles were magnified, equi- 
vocal evidences of an imperious design on the part of 
the minister insisted on« Prejudices were engen- 
dered, nursed, encouraged; the flame was fanned, 
the rest followed easily. She was probably incapable 
of entirely perverting the truth, but was coaxed and 
led to distort it. The Deputies of Spain owed it to 
themselves, to their constituents, to the repres^itative 
system all over the world, not to contribute to the 
propagation of an odious falsehood, nor {Hresent thesBr 
selves in the capacity of issniers of base coin, but to 
teadi sovereigns the wholesome lesson that the^ are 
miequal to the extinction of the rights of the least of 
their BKbjeeta; that their euffno» and thmr wilfidaesH 
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6«nol exolode the smaliest ray of i^ht, and that 
their power is notUig vnleoa feuaded on adamaaxtaoe 
tmMk and jnatMe. 

And eves; wkea kings were held m Spam to be 
flovereigii lords of life aj^ property, tiieir power did 
not extend over those dearer possessioDs — r^wta- 
tk« and honour* To judge without proof, to eon- 
denm wkhoot a heiuriog, to aeeept as indisputaUe 
the word of a Qneen-^tiiat Queen a ehild — without 
ski^pii^ to inquire whether the stateuyent was sug- 
gested, whether the story was put into her mouth, is 
a principle so barbarous that it could not stand for mt 
instant in any eountry of even sur&ce-eifilisation. If 
eonstitutional sovere^xu ^^osn cb no wrong ^^ — if 
kings are tiie yisHbfe emblems of the Diyinity, it is 
precis^f beoause» in their kingly capacity^ they never 
expose themsehres to the conumssion of evil, nor 
iante responnbiUty by setting their assertions against 
nunisters and parliaments. But the xafallibiEty of a 
Pope is questioned, if his word be^ contradieted by 
iaots ; and when the Deity himself took human shape, 
he nias subject to human weaknesses. The Camarilla 
and the Moderados would i^ce kings above the God- 
head, and little ladies bearing crowns and sceptres in 
a tenth and superior heav^, unassailable by passion, 
or error, or infirmity. 

^^Give me," says Mr. Garlyle, ^Hhe beggarliest 
tmh before the royallest falsehood !^^ There m no 
ooiafortmie— no national disast^ comparable to the 
impurity which taints a throne — ^no burning disgraee 
to eqnal tlM» shame wUch curdled the hearts of the 
Madriienos* Their Qneeav their Queen waui prostrate 
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—the hack of the Camarilla, the sport of its vices, 
the tool of its treasons, the mouthpiece of its crimes — 
a hoary-headed girl ! ^^ Take any shape but that," 
they said, ^^ and we are prepared to encounter our 
doom. But that ! that perfidy is unutterable. In 
the grasp of that odious and unparalleled intrigue our 
voices are dumb, our hands benumbed, our energies 
crushed and paralysed. It is the perfidia manstrua — 
of all calamities the crowning disaster — we can but 
shut our eyes to the hideous spectacle, and weep for 
the glories of Spain !^ Narvaez, with his charmed 
life, still was ^^ master of the position;'^ the disarmed 
milicianos were hemmed in, and trampled down, his 
creatures possessed the palace, his reckless troops 
encircled the capital, the situation was rotten to the 
core. Lopez had withdrawn, not an hour too soon 
to escape being made a victim, had declined every 
overture to form an administration, thrown down his 
portfolio, and unlocked his advocate's box. The 
prouder and vainer Oldzaga had dared the unequal 
contest, and fell in the first wrestling bout, cham* 
pioning liberty. Spain was fast again converging to 
despotism, Cristina was to return, the National 
Guard to be extinguished, the Municipalities to be 
nominated by the Crown, the Church to resume its 
possessions. Where was Ferdinand with his em- 
broidered petticoat i Where the crimsoned inquisi- 
tional dungeon ! The imbecile tyrant and his priestly 
butchers alone were wanting to complete the situatioDy 
which even without them was gloomy and appalling. 
The temporary alliance of the Moderado and Pro- 
gresista parties had the violent termination in which 
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coalitions are usually merged. No common principle 
bound them, nothing but hatred of an individual* 
With Espartero*s fall the object of their union was 
attained, and it was impossible that it should survive 
its accomplishment. Their mutual hatreds at once 
came into play when he whom they had hated in con- 
junction disappeared from the scene. They quarrelled 
over tho spoil. The successive expulsions of Lopez 
and Oldzaga from the precincts of the royal palace 
proclaimed to Spain that the truce was broken. The 
combatants returned to the battle-ground, and occu- 
pied the old intrenchments. The hostile lines were 
again formed, and the field-artillery rolled to its 
position. New passions were set in array. Visors, 
raised for a time to display faces wreathed in mocking 
smiles, were now let fall and locked for the combat, 
and hands that had been clasped in false friendship 
grasped the lance and sword. No courteous tourney 
was now to be played ; but a joust with the point 
and to the utterance. As Moor and Christian fought 
without quarter, so now was to be the contest of 
parties; and the ground chosen for the sanguinary 
battle was the miry soil prepared by court intrigue, 
which must for ever retain the traces of the com- 
batants. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

THK 8XTSNTBBN DATS^ DXBAT£ IN THB.CORTBS. 

Thb early wiater had been productiye of extra- 
ordinary excitement at Madrid, and the focuis of 
heat and oondeneation of intereit had been ever in 
the legislative Chambers. The interior of these has 
been described by other pens, and the accidents of 
the charge against 016saga are all which it will be 
needful for me to d^iot; but vain indeed is the 
endeavour to give body to that grand and immeasur- 
able excitement Recal to mind the eagerness mA 
whiefa all London crowded towards Westminster ^ : 
the period of Queen Csu'oline^s trial, imagine the 
avidity with which the debates were listened to upon 
the third reading of the Reform Bill, figure the un- . 
dying interest with which every sitting was repaired 
to in the three years' trial of Warren Hastings ; and, 
multiplying these feelings by the intensity of Southern 
ardour, believe that you have fallen short in your 
estimate of the consuming and tremulous zest with 
which the Madrid population thronged, many hours 
before the opening, to the door of the C6rtes, to the 
trial — for such it was — of the youthful Queen^s 
veracity against that of her Prime Minister — to the 
case of Olozaga against the Camarilla — to the deteiv 
mining of the question which of the two was to be 
disgraced and ruined for ever ! 
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M»(hid ifi but a small place, and hence enormoas 
mobs are not here met as in London and Paris ; but 
then, for intense and tremendous ercitement, for 
the ferocity of tigers, and the passions of fiends, when 
properly stimulated and aroused, no oth^ mob is 
comparable to this. The Porte St. Denis, and the 
Boulevard St. Antoine, Guildhall and Kennington 
Common, are pale by the side of these brown and hn- 
passioned faces, these black and wiry locks like the 
snakes of Tisiphone, these moustaches of Barbary 
darkness, these ever-moving lines and ropes of facial 
muscle, strangely set off by the peaked black velvet 
hat which is universally worn, and the cloak, which 
even in his rags, the Manolo wears with the grace 
of a Roman senator, and the dignity (for he thinks 
himself no less) of a Castilian hidalgo. It is at the 
Puerta del Sol that these constituents of the Madrid 
populace are to be met in most perfection. At the 
Congreso Nacional, the entree is chiefly accorded to 
the middle and upper classes, the hearing space being 
limited: but substitute the ordinary costume of 
modem Europe for the more national costume of 
the lower orders, and with the same salient and in- 
delibly marked lineaments, the same intensity of feel- 
ing, excitableness of temperament, flashing of the 
eye, and play of mouth, the same subtleness, quick- 
ness, and promptness of repartee, you find all the 
elements of Peninsular humanity, polished to a higher 
breeding and decorum, but still the same, forming 
those impatient and interminable queues which be- 
siege the doors of the C6rtes. 

They are there from the early morning hour-^the 
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roll of the Diana^ or break-of-day drum, found some 
of them there. What are meals, or repose, or com- 
fort, to their intense anxiety ! Politics are to these 
men a second nature, a life, an only possible exist- 
ence : they would sit till to-morrow in the gallery, if 
the fury of debate could last so long (which is im- 
possible, since intense fires soon bum out)} and not 
pine for a crust, nor sigh for a glass of water. Their 
longings would be only for the forbidden cigarrillo ! 
The doors are opened, and the rush is tremendous : 
ribs are crushed, coats torn off the back — pooh ! that 
is nothing— a bristling row of bayonets, a battery of 
artillery, would alike be nothing. Life to these men 
has no charm without the excitements of the hour, 
society no interest but in the vicissitudes of political 
intrigue. There are soldiers, gunned and bayoneted, 
planted at the door (a graphic stroke of Nai-vaez's 
policy); but they are soon borne away by the im- 
petuous tide, and only succeed in arresting some 
deputies by mistake — a proceeding of which complaint 
was made in the Chamber — the crowd, like the waves 
assailing Canute, has roughly chastised the insolence 
which attempted to sway it. The seats in the interior 
all are occupied; the debates are opened, and con- 
tinued for days; Olozaga, Pidal, Cortina, Bravo, 
Lopez, De la Rosa, Cantero, Madoz, are listened 
to with profound attention. The excitement is too 
intense for vulgar disturbance. Occasional exclama- 
tions of applause, dissent, or surprise, burst forth 
now and then, in despite of police agents and Pre- 
sidents bell ; but not even the violent excitement of 
the passions produces a serious breach of decorum. 
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At one the President entered the Hall of Congress, 
vhen the sitting wa£ immediately opened. The secre- 
tary^ Posada, ascended the tribune, and whilst he 
read the acta^ or record of the previous session^ the 
murmurs of a hundred voices in the Chamber, and in 
the saias outside^ prevented a word from being dis« 
tinctly heard, while the strong gruff voice of Madoz, 
the Progresista leader, was plainly distinguishable 
amongst the crowd of Deputies without. At this 
moment^ with noble step and carriage, and a coun- 
tenance serene and smiling, entered Salustiano de 
0I6zaga. In an instant an immense shout, a terribly 
confused algazara, arose from all the benches. Vivas 
i^ifueras^ were uttered at the same time by partisan 
and opponent, with such thundering reverberations, 
that the building seemed on the point of coming 
down. The Presidents bell was violently rung, but 
it was like whistling to a tempest. Of its shrill tones 
not one was heard ; the feeble and tremulous motion 
alone was seen ; and the President summarily closed 
the sitting, abandoning his chair. But the algazara 
was then redoubled, and extended to the strangers' 
galleries. The ladies even took part in the fray, and 
waved their handkerchiefs in approval, or shook them 
fiercely at 016zaga. Their shrill voices supplied the 
needful treble. The scene was of unparalleled ex- 
citement, lasting for near half an hour. The Deputies 
disputed violently on the floor, straining their voices 
to a most unnatural pitch in the endeavour to make 
themselves heard; some appeared highly irritated, 
and to require the strongest conventional fetters to 

* Out! 
VOL. I. p 
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keep ihem «v«i £roDi Ucmw; .othcn lcft4JMJBft]libr 
the outer mJoiy amoogst tbe xwi Oldsiga, «b tbe^nfyr 
means of aUayiDg the iiorm. Theeein aboata unawfcar 
of an hour returned, when toleiable order wmB ae-. 
eatahliahed. 096zaga took hk euatanary leat «b th^ 
extreme left, and flon¥eseed with aefonl DefMitiaa.' 
Lqpez took liia on the oentcal benahee--4k phoe ibr- 
hkn unuMial — with the head of the ProgreaistaB, C!a^; 
tina, on one aide, and the Moderado Jeadei:, MartiiWB 
de la Roaa, on the other. At two the Pmaident: 
resumed hia seat. 

The pressure at the doors was so tremendous, that 
on the third of December a man was erushed to death*. 
The ciroumstanee was not known, or, if known, was 
not attended to, and was only made puUio on the 
following day. Such a trifle could not move the 
Spanish indifference to death. ^^ Ctmtark can los 
muertos^'' is a familiar Castilian proverb to describe a 
man who is entirely foigotten. The Madrilefios 
marched over the prostrate victim of curiosity, and 
the claims of humanity were postponed to the eager- 
ness for a seat. If the dying man could have sought 
revenge, he might have found it in the fact that his 
recumbent body served to trip a hundmd others ; his 
last groan was stifled in the confusion of a scrambliii^ 
crowd; and of his unconscious murderers but lew 
were aware of his fate. 

Oldzaga's character is of that precise stamp which 
needs persecution and adversity to elicit all the nobler 
qualities. In smooth water he runs with a relaxed 
(uul before the wind ; but when the tempest gathen. 
aroimd, he grapples his cordage with a sinewy arm, 
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and «vi»]» tfe nidder firndy/ WImd iie fiMad rtluil 
Hadfirado C6iiaB, iie vme to-pevfonn the aKMA 4dir 
Bate tesk ^ulikdi f»n :&U iU> -gtwiiwan — to tktrrawh 
wksre ibere ooidd be no pikbod^bafedft — i» dwpeMm 
where he could not qi^ dflDjF-— 4e Amtatoy » ohM|fe 
idudi, Ie£b:6taiidayr, nuat rum him Tor temer, end «t the 
same thne apare i^ tremttlous <efaanu3ter of hia Sove^ 
reign — to tra^^ TdsiBd the whole cdreumferenee, and 
yet mji .tofueh ite eentee ! *Q166Eaga did aII thia, ttnd 
did it well. Hk btigui^ waa .guarded throughouttf 
and n^ver wantijig m befitting reapect to the Queen, 
'' Never, Senoree, ^was man in a poaition «o difioiilt at 



QfiBe 



I « 



Yet, Hiat the Gamarilla had made him the vioiinii 
of a treacherous conepirai^ was proved by every, 
consideration whioh it was posaiUe to advaoee, with* 
out positive com^promiBe of the royal dignity ; and no. 
single point was la& unnoticed which t^^oded to com- 
plete that moral proof of whieh the nature of the 
case alone admitted. The Camarilla was short-sighted 
in its depth of baseness. It kneiv the respeotluL 
attachment — ttbe ^''maxima revermtkC' of Olooaga for 
his royal pupil; it knew the preponderanoe of the 
assertion of a gowned head over that of a private 
individual; it knew the reluctance wilih which the 
minister would contradict even the meat deadly im- 
peachment coming from that quarter, and the^coldnessi 
with which such contradiction would be received by w 
hostile Chamber ; but it forgot that there is such a 
tlung as ciraamatanHal evidence. More demonstra- 
tively by this than by any direct statement did Olozaga 
perfect his rebutting case, and most conolusive was, 
p2 
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the eonTiotion, which, in words of burning eloquencoi 
he sent home to eveiy head and heart. His triumph 
was marred by no melo-dramatic insincerity, such as 
when — Espartero meditating no treason against either 
—he exclaimed in the same Chamber in June, *^ God 
$ave the Queen ! God save the country ! " and subse^ 
quently, affecting that the Regent had plans of 
murder, cried, ^^ Let the assassins come ! ^^ 

The politicians of the Puerta del Sol, who, like the 
people everywhere, take broad and massive views of 
policy, who are brimful of prejudice, but seldom err 
very widely in their judgments of individual character, 
set down Olozaga as an Afrancesado bought over to 
support Cristina. He probably was flattered and 
cajoled, the Tuileries for such men has a potent spell, 
and his vanity indeed was brilliantly rewarded. It is 
scarcely possible to conceive that his desertion of 
Espartero was impelled by motives entirely pure; 
but the charge of corruption is easier made than 
made good ; and in every part of Spain, even in his 
own city of Cadiz, I have heard enough of general 
expression of ill-will towards Espartero (utterly 
groundless though it may have been, for I never heard 
good grounds) to account, in combination with his 
inefficient military performances since the period of 
his last marching from Madrid, for the universal de- 
sertion of his coimtrymen. Olozaga, perhaps, only 
acutely ^' snuffed the tainted gale/' and retired from 
the side of a man who was inevitably doomed to fall. 
But with the true recklessness of a Spanish politician, 
he knocked the falling Regent upon the head, and a 
large see tion of the Liberal party considered him a 
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backslider and an apostate. In the wonderful mnta* 
bility of things at Madrid, the recent persecation 
rallied his old and estranged friends ; and men who 
hated or despised him when he was dubious and 
Tacillating, and shrank disgusted from his egotism, 
placed themselves once more beneath his banner when 
he showed decision and energy. His errors were 
condoned and his faults overlooked. Through him it 
was plain that the Camarilla struck at liberty; that 
Moderatism and Absolutism were elbowing Reform 
off the scene ; iaiid the Progresista leaders, Cortina 
and Madoz, with the bulk of their party, both Old 
and Exalted, clung to him as if he had throughout 
been firm as bronze or marble. Adversity united 
all the sections of the Liberal party ; the Oorgon 
aspect of an infernal plot made those who had opposed 
Espartero regret their opposition, and pity the poor 
young girl who was raised to a throne but a day or 
two before, to be stripped of her innocence, shorn of 
her prestige^ and degraded to a miserable instrument* 
Olozaga's second speech was still more effective 
than his first. It was a speech which made his life 
no longer safe in Madrid; and after delivering it, 
he was warned of its efficacy by significant threats 
of assassination. It was the bold and energetio 
declaration of a dauntless tribune of the people : ^^ Is 
it judgment (he asked) you want, or is it sacrifice ! 
Is it truth, or base intrigue ! Let Senores opposite 
desire what they may, be their opinions what they 
will, if they come to tell us in these latter times that 
the word of the Queen is to be believed without 
question, I answer < No !* There is either a charge 
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er theve m none. If them be-, thai; weid b a i 
mouf Kke any otlief; and to that tmikuumj I oppose 
imse ! 

The diseaBsion in. the C6rtei lasted fev seTenteen 
days! The beavrng- nonntaui beesme parturient, in 
the end, of a mouee of the Bmallest dimensions— »s 
mero respectful measage to the Queen, asfluring her 
of the sympathy, distressy and loyalty of the Congress. 
Ulterior proceedings against 016zaga-HM> significantly 
had pnblic opinion declared itself-^were instantly 
aibandoned, and the Chambers were dosed, beeaiue 
the Camarilla knew not yrioLt to do. One result 
wasi jiowever, made clear by theie transactions — ^that 
Paxiianientary government and Court influence are 
incompatible ; that Monarchy has infinitely more to 
dread from whisperers and flatter^ns than from open 
enemies, sndtha^ the evils of a Regency are prefer- 
able to the Royalty of a child. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

ISBr B0TAL OHABOfl OOKPUTBD. 

But for one precaution, most judiciously taken by 
Oldsaga, his ruin would have been consummated 
easily, though by an act of the profoundest baseness. 
An Under-Secretaiy of State went to his house 
immediately after his return from the Palace, on the 
night of the 29th, when he was informed that he 
would fioid his dismissal at home, and made a formal 
demand of the decree which the Queen was alleged 
to have forcibly signed. 

The plot was deeply planned by the Camarilla, 
nvhich held that, in the first flow of feeling and pros- 
tiration of spirits, the degraded Minister would yidd 
without question to the supposed requisition of his 
Sovereign. 0I6zaga was not so easily surprised ; but,^ 
with characteristic penetration and presence of mind, 
retained the document till the following day, very 
frankly disclosing his purpose, which was to show it to 
St least 100 D)eputies and others, and thus decisively 
prove that the signature was fn the same regular, 
unshaken, and school-girl hand-writing, which Queen 
Isaber had invariably employed since her majority 
n^ d^lared. 

The decree was given up on the ensuing day ; but 
tile phms of the Camarilla were thu9 decisively frus- 
trated ; for the deeree; which they had forged with a 
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Uotted and tremulous BignatnFe) oould not be uttered, 
and the Queen had no opportunity^ by attesting it, to 
seal 016zaga's lips for ever! 

The construction of the palace at Madrid is worthy 
of consideration, in connection with this plot of the 
Camarilla. The palace is deficient in great apart^ 
ments, where a scene like that described between 
the Queen and Olozaga might occur without the 
interference of the immediate attendants upon 
royalty. 

The Sala de los Embajadores* is indeed of enor- 
mous extent. Two persons placed in the centre of 
this hall might well dispute together loudly, run 
along the floor, and drag each other about, without 
one word of the quarrel being heard outside its im- 
mense area. But, in the Gabinete del Despacho, or 
Cabinet for transacting Ministerial business, this is 
utterly impossible. It is one of the smallest rooms in 
any palace or noble house in Madrid. The room is 
scarcely six yards square^ and outside its two doors 
were standing officially several personages of tho 
Court. 

The moment a voice was raised, or a shuffling of feet 
was heard, the room must have been instantly entered. 
Besides, both doors had keyholes, through which 
016zaga must have been seen pulling the Queen about 
and forcing her to sign* But the doors, to be sure^ 
were locked— violently locked — by Olozaga; and it 
was impossible for their Excellencies, the Marquesaa 
de Santa Cruz and de Valverde, to ask her little 
Catholic Majesty, through the door, whether she wa» 
* HaUof AmbattMdonkr 
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a consoiting party to locking herself in with that 
ogre— the Marquesas de Santa Cniz and de Valverdo 
were so modestly bashful, and so blushfuUy innocent* 

Upon the days of Despacho Heal, or despatch of 
business by the Sovereign, the ministers proceed to 
the palace, each with hiscartera or portfolio, contain* 
ing the various decrees or orders which require to 
receive the royal signature, together with any reports 
or other documents which it may be requisite for the 
Sovereign to read. The decrees, before being carried 
to the palace, have invariably received the minister's 
refrendata or countersign. 

Upon the memorable night of the 28th, Oldzaga 
had several decrees in his cartera, all of which her 
Majesty signed after reading them. The decree of 
dissolution was one of these. At the end the Queen 
presented him with a paper of sweetmeats for his 
daughter. Not a murmur, nor a buzz was heard, and 
the whole occupied less than a quarter of an hour f 
No one attempted to deny this in the Cdrtes ; and 
General Serrano confirmed it. 

The calumny respecting 0I6zaga's thrusting him- 
self forward to take the Queen^s arm on the occasion 
of the grand dinner given at the palace, immediately 
after the declaration of the Queen's majority^ was 
equally odious and unfounded. By the Queen's owa 
order, it was communicated through the Grand Cham- 
berlain to the Presidents of the Congress and Senate^, 
that her Majesty, desirous to give an eminent mark 
of distinction to the legislative bodies, as well as of 
her gratitude for their anticipating the legal period 



Digitized by 



Google 



74 na boux esjuMM uimwiMi * 



tflbiMgoiitTviMlctaMMlto ttnuthvl 
MMug hBrmtmLtommitomBaitkm iWuwm UHei- 

Tke: fimidy €lMifcnriiin» w wu hv duty; 
tfM tnoi PrewlaHlii bj^ dMr* oflbial an 
tivd^, IB th« iBiniiwie of mil 1di»^ aasemblBd gas^ 
amt theM nm tin ftvaft whe ibt the salofm of waitiDg 
bflfoie dimor ivere bd iip to tile Qaeen, and paid to 
ker tiivir* re&jpeetM oaltttatioiiR The Chamberianr 
anooanoed that one should take her MajestyV arm 
then, the other on her return. The lead was ac- 
corded to 016zaga ; and so far was he from desiring 
to monopolise the favour, that he solicited the Queen 
tie aeeord to the other President permission to sit at 
her right hand, the place of honour, which was done 
aec<»d]ngly, 016saga seatii^ himsdf by the royal 
denv at the Queen's left hand. The nudioe of 
courtiers and of women gave to this commanded act 
the aspect of an ivtrusiTe and impertinent liberty^^ 

80 far was Oldnga from overstepping those boun- 
daitea which the as yet unextnaguished chivalry of 
European countries, and very partfcularly of Spain, 
fiaes- ae impaasabie with regard to the gender sex, 
alill nme in the ease of youthful giris, more sacrecBy 
siffl in* F Bspo e t of Queens — boimds strictly eonven- 
tiemL and therefere more respected — that he even 
witk peeoliar deficaey reogned his claim to the honour 
of taking Her Majealy's arm upon the tiiird occasion 
that vmamg wfaeftshe needed the service of s cavaiiisr; 

The R«iido ntof ther Peers eondneted the Qusoflr 
flom. the diBiieF4a{dB tv Ae cofibeHudoon; and tfaeiw 
biv pnvilipie enddl. After half an honx'ff conversa- 
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tM, tlir Mi^estyy m » Inr mmi^ (for it » o&vioii# 
that a child is not in 'all iw^psetetv aAMt^tk^maBinra 
H a matiire Qaeea^Xieliired from th» mlaaac in iritioh 
nSdB:k vnnfty senved, tathB Cwnara Real or Bbjivl 
Oumb^v It dto)ariy dievolved upon (XKmgt^ hem to 
eomfaietr her-— a matter, be^it observed in passing, of 
ne» raDmeBt iriiatlever, but its expositioa rendered 
fleeessarj by tibe defioes of slander — it enme to bis 
tarn, for the benoiir was to be alternaied betwees 
him and ike other President ; yet, with the instmo- 
ttve snperiority of great nnnds, aad.with a delieaey 
far removed from the vulgar hustling for the favours 
of royalty, wfaiofa other men \n>uld have diown under 
nmilar ciremnstances^ (Mozaga gave the pat to the 
Presidait of the Senate, who thus had the honour of 
twice esoorting^ her Majesty on the same evoBing, 
while 016zaga escorted her only once, all taking their 
leave of the Queen, and retiring the moment Ae had 
passed to the Gsonara Real. 

' From these mi&uti» it is plain that Oldzaga wae 
gRNSsfy- oaitimnfarteA But this was not all. He put 
a Sttle wiOB into her Majesty^s glass twice only 
dkiriag dinner, and the Palace Jesebelb declared thai: 
he wanted to make her drunk I These scandalous, 
dirtortions riiaw whai maiioe: was at woidkr-Hk nmEce 
fimidisfa) if jou w31y but aasmedly humav ISswise*— 
to Uaokm. the- e&araoter of the msn whom it was 
dtttanniiied^ tamiiir, aai give cokrar to the in&mouft 
olHtt*g9 of oo»pdiiDg his Sa^re%n to sign. But 
anrer was. tissue) of ealuonny maDe> rapidly unwaTen.. 
iJte the wrfkrefi Penehape^. it was undone in a nig^t ! 
Vm JMMWwtJgf tvuAL were potent as ItJuviers spenv^ 
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and the lie was Btrangled almost the moment it waa 
boni. Dolus patefietuM ad auras I 

And may it ever be thus. May falsehood in palaces 
be visited with a keener censure, and baseness in high 
nobility struck with a more withering blight. May 
the fountains of honour be lashed till they are puri« 
fied, and kept in agitated ferment till the grosser 
particles subside, and the scum descend to the lowest 
depth of the waters. May courtiers be taught what 
respect mankind has for embroidered villains ; and 
ladies, that lying lips, however lovely, are foul with a 
serpent's slime ! 

The bold and unshrinking firmness with which 
016zaga defended himself, and the generous warmth 
with which the Progresistas to a man supported him, 
turned the tide of opinion so strongly against the 
Court, that there were witnessed the usual results of 
fraud and crime. Bitter was the repentance of the 
foiled intriguers, and intense their regret at the im- 
possibility of recalling the results of their immeasur- 
able folly. Their tale was now borne upon all the 
winds — ^and disbelieved ; disbelieved in Spain, disbe- 
lieved in France, disbelieved in England, disbelieved 
throughout Europe. 

The Queen's reputation, not 0I6zaga's, was damaged. 
The cat's paw was burnt. What a naughty man 
016zaga was to defend himself ! Ministers have been 
beheaded before now for looking crooked at a Queen. 
They didn^t think he would be so stubborn and im- 
pudent ! Was there ever so outrageous a thing as 
his not ruining himself for the amusement of the 
court i Indeed, he should make no defence, but 
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suffer himself to be oondemned ; when the Qaeen 
would be graciously pleased to pardon him* A pro^ 
posal to this effect was formally made. But 016zaga 
knew better. 

In whatever light this affair is regarded, with eyes 
however favourable to the institution of royalty, with 
a strong desire to rescue an unformed character from 
serious imputation, making every allowance for royal 
misconception, and for rashness and indiscretion in 
the minister's bearing, it is as dear as sunlight that, 
in asserting that 016zaga '^ held her hand and forced 
her to sign,'* Queen Isabel said the thing that was 
not ; and that Narvaez and the Camarilla concocted 
the plan — ^a plan not worthy of a palace, but of hell 
itself. 

Olozaga fled for his life, and following very nearly 
the course of the Tagus, escorted by twenty well- 
armed contrabandists, proceeded by way of Talavera 
and Soria (the shortest route), on the back of a mule, in 
the disguise of a trader, with copious saddle-bags, and 
crossing the little river Herjas into the Portuguese 
provmce of Beira, was soon in Castello Branco. 

The vicissitudes of Peninsular politics have, of late, 
been curiously illustrated in Portugal., It is just three 
years since Narvaez took refuge there after the un- 
saccessful attempt on the palace at Madrid, and was 
immediately ordered to quit the Portuguese territory 
upon the requisition of Espartero. Eighteen months 
elapsed, and Narvaez having got back to Spain by 
the circuitous route of France, expelled Espartero in 
turn, who in his turn was expelled from Portugal, or 
never permitted to enter it; and now came the 
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itmemmed knigbt emat of the Golden iElaM^, QI& 
agA, who ^lanreUed first with Espartare und mxH 
nkh liirTtteB, and was pecmitted, lyceiheBi, to taste 
the black broth of exile, spied and perseoiited, luitfl 
Eagbudd At laot jdfoided him a sure asyhun. 

Spain and Partngal are in the pnecise relatiaiK 
timards eadi oUier of France and Belgiam. The 
Bevolutbos of tibe larger are pre^ imitated kt the 
smaller mmtiy ; the Uteratnre of the larger is oopied 
by the smaUer^ the politioal farms are likewise 
imitated. The smi^gglmg on the frontier is of the 
same or still greater eKtensiveneas. The |>Qlitieal 
refiigees of each resort to the other oomtry; aad, 
like the game of backgammon, whenever a man is in 
difficulties, he passes into the opposite board. I^ 
short, they are reciprocal asylums. Ever since i8S3, 
when Don Carlos fled into Portugal, followed by his 
pnffing panoQiUeteer, Luzuriaga, the dominions of 
Dona Maria iiave formed the small paddock where 
Spaniards under a okmd have gone, like Nebuobad- 
neizar, to grasa. 

Portugal has i^eoeived alike the cruel Usurper, ik& 
wily Mendizabal, the conceited Pezuela, the audacious 
Narvaez, the downright Zurbano, the oily Lina^e^ 
ike feather-brain^ Iriarte, the stroog-hoaded 016- 
zaga — all, except Espartero, who was e^xeluded, appa- 
rently beiSiuse iite alone, of all these statesm^i and 
soldiers, had ever done Portugal a service. 

Had not Olikaga eontrived to effect his -escape 
through a cordon of polioe spies, the .gote^nmeut 
would have manned to have him condemned by the^ 
Senate and sentenced to death, which, far tbeall^iged; 
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crime of lesa magestad, might, according to lome pre- 
cedents in Peninsular history, have been inflicted by 
four wild horses galloping off with his limbs torn 
asunder, in different directions ! This sentence would 
perhaps have been sohse^piaiktty comnuted into banish- 
ment to the Filippines. 

In that singular indifference to human suffering 
lAkk sitiU iomBB a maoBBrksUe tmit of fipoBiBh^lia- 
xaoterv'kAd urinoh ifae iuaarrorsof wii war hmn^m&neib 
te perpetuate, Us late ^itp^ a scaffold moiild kafm- 
osiiBod but am kKM^aiderable dGramation in Spain ; mnd 
the only oibeervaticm which it woidd hare probdbly 
oaUed fcrth, is 4^uit dbnig of the shoulders which isi 
bene snore habitual than in Fraaoe, aioeanip«xi3ring the 
fiuniliar phraae, Scm tosas de Espana — ^^ These jve 
thmgs peculiar te Spain ! ^^ Thus are palliated or 
overbold, the frequent hutcheries at Madrid and 
in the provinces, which are perpetrated on the moet 
fiiv:Qloiis pretonoes. 

A &w Mmroi And Vivas^ raised perhaps by some 
gOTemment agent or reckless officer in disguise, brin^ 
dischargeB freoa pbquets <»f ut&ntry, not alone againcb. 
the cTBwd which is presmned to be refractory, but 
dewi all the adjoimng streets And kito unoffiendinp 
eaUa. .Blood-Jetting is here euch a luxury ! Three-, 
hundi^ patriats have been shot within two years 
upon mere identification, without form of trial ; the 
editore of obnoxicHis jourBals ace tried by courts 
martial, instead 4>f the ordinary la^ tribunals ; and 
when EspffiTtero iiad L^on shot, his answer to the 
remonatranee of a foreign minister was ^^Es lUfgi^ar T 
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CHAPTER IX. 

QUBEN ISABEL. 

The appearance of Queen Isabel Maria to the eye 
of a stranger is that of a precocious but somewhat 
careworn and sickly ^rl — exceedingly pale, and with 
nothing either expressive or interesting in her coun- 
tenance. But that her brow is circled with a crown, 
at a period of unparalleled youth to emerge from 
legal nonage, there is little there to arrest your atten- 
tion ; you are neither forbidden nor attracted ; you 
deem her more advanced than her age, but this 
precocity, as compared with England, is universal in 
the Peninsula. 

If you look more closely, you will see a shade pass 
now and then over her brow and features, indicative 
of waywardness of disposition, and of a character 
somewhat spoiled by destiny; and you will not be 
far mistaken if you draw this conclusion. But your 
eye is soon arrested by the sparkling face beside her, 
all radiant with vivacity and intelligence ; younger, 
yet less frivolous ; more laughing and joyous, yet with 
more of sentiment. 

It is the Infanta Luisa, her sister — ^a charming 
child — a countenance radiant with the highest beauty, 
the beauty of the mind. In the sitting of the Cortes, 
where the majority of her royal sister was declared, 
this darling monopolised all the admiration. 
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Queen Isabel is said to be of a rather wilfut 
nature, subject to pettish fits ; at times not a little 
obstinate^ and deficient in intelligence as well as in 
temper. These qualities are inherited in part from 
both father and mother. If she has thrown her 
whole soul into her CamariUa, it was likewise m 
maternal failing, for Mendizabal in his official inter- 
views with Queen Cristina had frequently to lock out 
the listening Camarilla: the very charge laid at 
Oldzaga's door. 

Queen Isabel's Camarera Mayor, the Marquess 
de Santa Cruz, now so notorious throughout Europe, 
is a very fascinating person, of most elegant and dis« 
tinguished manners and high intellectual attainments 
— one of the few cynosures of the court of Spain— 
and to these qualities she is indebted for her influence 
over the Queen. It is fair to add that she wears 
one of the proudest and most glorious amongst the 
historical names of Spain. The Marquis of Santa 
Cruz, in the time of Philip II. was an illustrious 
admiral, who defeated on numerous occasions the 
Moors of Africa, and completed the conquest of 
Portugal by destroying Dom Antonio^s expedition of 
60 vessels fitted out by France. It was not he, but 
the Duke of Medina Sidonia, who commanded the 
Great Armada. 

Queen Isabel has been very imperfectly and irregu- 
larly educated. That she should be little enlightened 
is not surprising ; that she should be deficient in 
ordinary knowledge is a mere corollary of her in- 
adequate tutoring. She was not altogether three 
months in the hands of 016zaga, whose instruction 

VOL, !• O 
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was oonfiiMd to her political oduflatioii;. and under 
the goidaiMe of Arguellea, to whom she was praviouaij- 
ODtrusted^ ■he waa. tather indocile and refractory* 
About the comrt^^ they my that aho ia eapricioms. 
wiUiil, dinmulada ; and fibbing, an ordinary oharao<- 
feriitie of her age in yoimg girls, ia alleged to ber 
yery much the oontrary of bdng diedained by her. 

For the three years (^ Eepartero^B Begeaoy she waa 
i^nooDstant correspondence with her mother, and in- 
evitably thus impregnated with a strong dislike for tha- 
l^rogresistas, as a party and individually. It was they 
who drove Csistina from Spain, and who have abvayH 
yiwarted that princesses Absohfttist tendencies. Nevei^ 
therefore, could Isabel listen with affiactioBate reqpeot 
to the lessons of Arguellea or of Ohkaga, both of 
them eminent Progresiataa; and in Espartero she: 
could only see the tyrant who deprived her mother of 
the regency, and left herself an orphan. Still bein^ 
obliged to keep up appearances^ and the entire power 
of the state being vested in Espartero, die was taught 
to be false and artful by the force of ciroumstanees^ 
and trained by events to deceit. An i&timate friend 
of the master who attended her longest, wrote tUngs 
ooneeming her in a German correspondence whieh I 
sfiould be sorry to transcribe, and which I preto 
imputing rather to the imperfect formation of eharae- 
t^ at her age^ than to anything inherently bad in 
her disposition. 

, Her Aya or governess, during a long period^ was 
this very Marquesa de Santa Cruz, Mrfaose influence 
oyer her is now unbounded, but whom the events . 
o^ 1840 compelled, like Queen Cristina,, to seek a . 
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liliige in Frsnee. leabel appeared wannly attached 
to the Marquesa, yet received with not leas apparent 
Aifeetion and tendemen the relict of the inostrioiiB 
Mina, who after tiie revolution of 1840 was appointed 
by the siseoessfel Progresistaa to take the post of 
Aya, and waa presented to her by Arguelles ; and 
never* did she utter a word to her concerning her 
previous Aya, not so much as an inquiry after her 
health! 

' Daring the Regency of Espartero, La Nina Real 
manifested towards him, as it seemed, the greatest 
respect and devotion. She even insisted on having 
the portrait of ^9u caro amigo^'* and made such a 
parade of her desire in this respect that at last it was 
given her. She placed it in her own room, guarded 
it with great care, and showed it to her visitors with 
seeming pride. 

* But ^en the Regent's sun became eclipsed, when 
Harraez marched to the palace at Madrid, and the 
Sefiora de Mina was dismissed, Isabel showed herself 
aflbeted to the same precise degree, but no ftirther, 
as she bad seemed at parting with the Marquesa de 
iSanta Cruz. ^* Since you* are leaving me,'* she said, 
**I must make- yon a present.* And away she ran 
to take down the portrait of her very ** dear friend " 
Espartero, which precious relic she handed over to 
her outgoing Aya, saying ^ Keep this portrait, 
Sefe)ra ; it will be better in your possession than in 
nnne. 

Tho conflicting influences in the midst of which 
Queen Isabel has been thrown, and the tossing to 
and fro in the whirlpool of contending passions and 
g2 
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factions, would have apoQed perhape most hearts and 
intellects. Surrounded by a succession of rival in* 
triguers, friends and enemies Iuyc conspired to make 
her what she is. She knew not where to attach 
herself; her relief was in profound dissimulation. 

The shoot of an old and deformed trunk, how, in 
the midst of such storms, could she grow straight or 
fair ! Unhappily the women who surround her have 
a very doubtful reputaticm ; and few fathers of families 
would entrust a daughter to their care. By whatever 
arts Narvaez and the Marquesa de Santa Cruz ac* 
quired their ascendancy over her, their control was 
until of late unlimited — and I believe that, with a 
child of thirteen, it would be nearly all the world over 
the same. 

The words pronounced by her, in her royal capacity^ 
were as much repeated by her from their private 
instruction, as those of any holiday scholar. Her 
appearance at the grand bull fight in August^ with 
the scandalous delight which she manifested at the 
torturing of the bulls and the agonies of the horses, 
should never again be repeated. Though with farcical 
inconsistency she wrote letters to ** My dear 016zaga,^ 
inviting him to form a new administration, yet the 
forms of the old regime are preserved under a con- 
stitutional monarchy. A young Sevillian poet of my 
acquaintance, having written an ode on the declaration 
of her majority, repaired to Madrid, to have the 
honour of presenting it to her Majesty. The per- 
mission was accorded, and the work reverently laid 
by him, selon les rigles^ at the royal feet. He should 
have also kissed her feet, but this part of the 
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eeremonial was dispensed with ; as it likewise was 
io Martinez de la Rosa, who the same day presented 
the new edition of the Dictionary of the Academy. 

Queen Isabel has an extraordinary memory, and 
was able to repeat by rote the whole Constitution of 
1837, which she had sworn to observe, but which her 
Mmisters have in great part repealed. She has 
Ukewise an extraordinary collection of sweets, the 
most perfect museum of confectionery in Europe. 
Her royal repository is perpetually vanishing, but not 
less frequently renewed ; and her conservators stuff 
something much better than beasts or birds — their 
Sovereign mistress. 

This pastrycook museum, which extends over every 
apartment of the palace, contains some most interest- 
ing specimens — the tortasy or tarts of Moron, the 
most celebrated in Spain — ^the panes pintados^ or 
painted buns of Salamanca — the paschal qjahnes^ or 
carnival and easter dainties — ^the hard turrones of 
Alicante^ composed of almonds, nut-kernels, filberts, 
and roasted chestnuts, intermixed with honey and 
sugar — dukes of cocoa-nut frosted with sugar — roasted 
almonds — avellanas, a peculiarly nice sort of filbert, 
whole and in powder — cinnamon, pine-apple kernels, 
jelly, blanc-mange, and custard — gingerbread in its 
several varieties, and sugared rice in its sundry con- 
volutions — marmalade, jam, and blando de htiSvos, 
or sweetened yolks of eggs — capuchinaSj guindas 
(cherry-brandy), barley-sugar, imitation walnuts and 
sugar-stick, dlfajor^ or spiced bread, and the delicious 
cheese jj/ona, pomegranate-jelly, mehcotones^ Madrono 
strawberries, and other curious specimens. Perhaps 
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the most ttriking ehuraDteristio of 4he youUifid 
Majeity of Spain, Ja her iwliih and oonatant vme <£ 
thege bonjont and aweetmaati* Her papen of oomfilp 
atvew the palaoQ» her bags of sugar^phuns dnt the 
•Qounoil-chamber, her dmkig line ihe .theane. 

The booke of heraldry are not in her eaae imm^ 
wfaioh, as femalef h^re nothiog to do with ahield% 
ioioribe their armorial bearii^ in a hzemge. If she 
li not ^ the loveliett,^^ ahe ia indeed '^the sweetest ^^ 
jnnneeis. When she is in a good hiunour, the moflt 
vemarkable evidence of amiability whioh ahe afford^ 
Ja diatribnting theee b^iAom freely amongst hef 
ministers and palace . Grandes. She does not ae^ 
whether these gentlemen have ^' a aweet tooth," but 
very naturally infers that what she likes h^self must 
be pleasing to all the world. 

The degrees of ministerial favour may be estimated 
by the number of presents of confectionery^ and the 
Minister of the Interior is frtk fiddle by right td feiur 
bags of sugar-plums, till the Minister of Oraee aod 
Justice produces five sticks of bariey-sugar. Wfaaii 
she despatches business with her Ministers (wluoh 
she does twice a week), ahe despatches a prodigioua 
quantity of sweets at the same time ; and the confec- 
tion of decrees, and discussion of dainties, proceed 
fori pcBuu. On the night of the alleged violence, she 
gave a paper of bo/nboM to Oldzaga; and the latter 
having mentioned this fact as a proof of his correct 
demeanour, the Palace put forth its version, whioh 
was, that the sweetmeats dropped on the floor, and 
016aiga picked them up and kept them ! 

The|)ersonal chazaoter of Queen Isabel was 4sona- 
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pfomiflBd aliiKxft ao mttck bj 'her' tiMtineiit of Lopec 
aa^Oi&aftga. Tke&e IJ/beni f§tatb&uaffa 'were ixt^^ 
imtiM inA as fittie 'Ovraudny vb tf t1i0j were mero 
intendants of police in -iSke 4qfB <€ Abeoltitifim. Sei' 
last words to Lopra, wben he %suXLj wiAdrew on 
^ MHi, (Ndflftga beng tm ^ttie point <^ forming 
ik mfw Cabinet) weve-— "^ Whenever anj important 
cceuion araee, Be&cnr Lopez, I ■hall oerUinly eend- 

Qaeen Isabel did not ftdffl tins proBHse; imt^ speeiai 
as it was, forgot it mtlun five dajs after it was vttered; 
On tibe night of the S^h, when the President aad« 
Viioe^pmndents «of ike GongreiB were •called to ha*^ 
fmenee to teannilt ae to tbe'saeet €tting oonne to^ 
ponnie vnAi regavS 1*0 Q16n^\i aaserled oatrage, 
the Queen asked them, Que kw parme ?-— ^ What 40^ 
yenr opouon f They 4Mi^e0ted that etinr ennnent 
peraoas -dionkl be oailed in» ftir the holding of a', 
fldenm conBidtation, and Lopes was ^lanaed -amongst 
tiMin. Queen Isabri innnedia^teiy vef4ied, with a 
negatnue nirsfe <ef hmr fii^r, jf me iw!-^^ Kot Ihim' 
oaitaidfyr 

Since ^the ree^nt re^m of the QoeenHndhMr, iier' 
rc^al daughters ^and she hare 4Gfften been seen in 
pddie, and thev wnts ^ Hhe eharehes of Madrid 
kaveindeed been«s«o«^hat ostentations. 

Oaring the ^^Boiknom^ pciitracted ueruuioinee *m 
Bofy W«ek, every oneihad an opport an it y of 'seeing' 
tim royal fasMly at liieir devothms. ifcwasaninte- 
xesthig tgpeotade; tinve "feiaale petven^gea ^ regiil' 
tmk ranged bgr tto side rf ^e altsr, isoh^d and^ 
exalted^ over the mKit 'rf the oonnwadty bolli by' 
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power and by the aoddents of social podtion ; no 
kuband, nor ikUier, nor brother, at hand, to afford 
the support of masenline proteotkm, and their nearest 
male rektive a hostile nsoiper. 

Apart from their dignified rank, and regarding 
them merely as women, two of the three might well 
stand for Graces, the mother and the yomiger child ; 
regnkrity, agreeablenes8,and expressiyeness of feature 
belonged to both, and elegance of figure and deport* 
ment. The brilliant eyes and Italian symmetry of 
Cristina's outline were reflected in her younger child; 
strange that the aspect of the elder was so entirely 
diflbrent! The resemblance between Queen Isabel 
and her deceased &ther is as remarkable (and each 
day it becomes more decided) as that of the Princess 
Luisa to their common mother* 

The Infanta has carried away all the grace and 
good looks of the family; Queen Isabel seeming to 
monopolise not only the obstinacy, suUenneas and vio* 
lence of the unamiable Ferdinand, but the heaviness 
of eye, the coarseness of general outline, especially 
about the mouth and chin, and the unintellectual 
expression throughout, which indicated those quali- 
ties. The abruptness of her gestures, the discour- 
teous mode of salutation, the frequent startings and 
tossings of the head, were singularly opposed to the 
elegant demeanour and graceful propriety of Queen 
Cristina (which made you forget aU that you bad 
heard of her peccadilloes), of which the charming^ 
little Luisa presented a precise counterpart; and 
which the mantillas, worn by them upon this occa« 
sion, set off to particular adyantage. 
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Qaeen Isabera health has benefited by her emergence 
into womanhood, and she begins to appear in public 
on horseback. Upon these occasions she commences to 
exhibit more of a courtly look, but her countenance 
indicates the want of heallii, though forced to a Ian* 
guid appearance of assumed animation and cheerful* 
nefls. She wears a light blue riding-habit, and for 
one so young an unbecoming round hat, while at 
reviews she sports on her sleeves the insignia of a 
field-marshal. 

The Queen-mother^s appearance does not belie her 
character as a strong-minded clear-headed woman, 
possessed of resolution, coolness and courage ; not 
much burthened with scruples or fidelity, and there- 
fore, on the whole, not ill adapted for Spain. In the 
words of a strong local proverb, ^'she is not one to 
trip on a pebble,^ yet fimmess and conciliation cha- 
racterised many acts of her regency. She is fond of 
governing ; and in her new position will be a frequent 
originator of measures. 

The Royal prerogative has been considerably 
strengthened by the Reform of the Constitution just 
promulgated, the preamble of the Constitution of 
1837 having been altered so as to convert its character 
of popular origin into that of regal concession. The 
Sovereign, and heir apparent, before contracting 
marriage, must transmit the stipulations to the Cham- 
bers, which in this vital question, however, are de- 
prived of all substantial control) and the succession to 
the throne is thus regulated : — ** Those who are in- 
capable of governing, or have done anything to cause 
them to lose their right to the crown, will be excluded 
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bem die saeeeniaii by % speoial kwJ" Dmag awio- 
ritiM, the fiither or mother, and £uKiig tiieee tiie 
aeamt relstive, beeomoi ipto Jhct$ Hogvnt. The 
BegeBt SMvt be a Spantard, and if the Chambens be 
not aasembledy mmt immedtately odnvehe them. H 
there be no €x t^fieio Begent, tlie CdrteB^wUl BomiBate 
a Regency, oonostnig of cue, ifavee, or^^ -peirBona. 

One resab of the Moderado re-inrtainent ia m 
retora to many of the old Oourt abuaea. The Pala*' 
ciego and Servidumbre obss is more nuaieroaa no^ 
than at any period ainee the oonatkittional fonn of 
g e »Bf nm aat«iwi e ntaMi ah e d. TheaeexpenKvehangers*^ 
Oil of royalty hanwinadeaa iaereaaein ^^eivfl liat; 
iAdaqienari)le; and die item for the royal houadieldy 
m the estimatea for ]«44, wbm 82,060,0(M reds, or 

The pidiabflities of the iEtoyai maniaf e are dis^ 
enased in the ensuing chapter. 
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CHAPTER X. 

QUEKN tnUSTINA. 

^' Ljl xv^vwsa Rktka Maioib* DoiU Mabia Caier 
HNA OB BoBBON,^^ for sooh ifl the formal degigBathMi 
of Qneen Crktina by her adhdroiitip weald Imveiiii? 
doubiedly sett aut £ur Maikid immediKiely after ih* 
(Iftdcfe of OldMga, but for diffiouUiai xtf a nature t# 
uxeBt the most eiit.h«aia«tio. 

it wniA aimouBoed to be tbe fizsd iateataoQ of tbe 
liberal party ki the Ghamben to demand the ioBtaat 
repaymrat of S^OOO^OOO reafa^ or 80,000/., beu^; 4 
Wy small proportion of 4iiB aanount of national pro* 
party, which Cnatina oaraied iiom Spain on her es» 
patriation. The proposal for restitutien waa oer- 
taaly moi^ nnmaimered, aonaidBring the enormous 
nuDB with which her Majesty fitted out Nar¥«e«| 
Pezuela, Concha, and O'Doanel^ for their crusade 
against Espartero in the June before, a^d fiwther 
remembering the two miUions of franos wluoh ehe 
trundled across the Pyrenees. 

It was therefore not the prudence of Lonis-PhiUppe^ 
nor the delicate impediment of being physically 
mbarazada, that checked her return to her bekMred 
country, but a more substantial objection to *^ forking 
«nt.'' The malster was pUeed in the moat n«tttrai 
light What more simple than to become tfae^fmv; 
dian to her second daughter, the Iitfanta Luifti^J 
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Bat danghtera are not quite so dear as doQars* A 
junta of refugees in Paris, Mendizabal, Hernandez^ 
Parsent, Marliani, and Pallares, stung poor Cristina 
like envenomed wasps, and found their way into the 
columns of more than one Parisian journal. 

To smooth Cristina^s path over the Pyrenees, 
Narvaez and Bravo, without consulting the C6rtes, 
(although the sacred right was involved of voting the 
public money), by decree restored to her the arrears 
of her pension, of which Espartero, with the concur^ 
rence of parliament, deprived her after the violent 
assault of her emissaries on the palace* 

The sum thus restored amounted to twelve millions 
of reals, or one-half more than the amount of which 
the Progresistas threatened to demand immediate 
repayment. It was therefore a safe speculation: 
Cristina would pocket 40,000Z. by the exchange, and 
really under the circumstances she might hazard the 
journey to Spain. 

Into Cristina's private life it is no business of mine 
to enter, nor to lay bare the delicate mysteries of her 
second marriage with Mufioz, her ^' Etpoto de la con-' 
scienda^^* as the Spaniards sarcastically call him. In 
her public capacity she has always been remarkable 
for four qualities, two of them virtues, and two the 
reverse : — Courage, resolution, insincerity, and ava- 
rice. No one knows better than she does the truth 
of the Castilian proverb, that '^ the quid pro quo is at 
the bottom of everything C and as to Cristina*s pos- 
session of the last-named quality, her carrying off 
nearly the whole crown jewels of Spain, even to some 
of her royal daughter's ornaments, leaves little doubt 
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on the subject. Her courage at one period, and her 
inonceritjr at another, mil be apparent from the fol* 
lowing anecdotes, which rekte to the two great inci« 
dents in her political life :^* 

In 1834 took place the massacre of the friars in 
Madrid, an occurrence of so frightful a character that 
it re-produced the worst scenes of the French Beign 
of Terror. The mcmolas of Madrid rivalled thd 
Parisian poissardes^ and the boldest female ruler 
might well have been appalled. 

When the news of this lamentable event reached 
Queen Ciistina she was at La Oranja, that spot 
which three years after witnessed so remarkable a 
passage in her history. Her minister, Martinez de la 
Rosa, presented himself before her and declared that 
he must depart for Madrid, to confront the perils of 
the hour, to check the revolution which impended, 
and strengthen the disjointed frame of the state; 
but that before setting out he must implore her 
Majesty to come from La Granja to the metropolis 
and open the Cortes in person, undaunted by the 
raging epidemic and the murderous insurrection* 
''I will open the C6rtes,^ she said, ^^come what 
may:** the answer of a courageous princess, who 
shares the heroism with the faults of her sister, the 
Duchess de Berri. 

If her courage was in this instance apparent, in 
another she took care to prove that faiUilessness ia 
too characteristic of the Spanish reigning family* 
When, in 1840, the law for regulating the municipal!* 
ties, by causing them to be nominated by the crown 
instead of being elected by the people, was presented 
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to Criilaiift st Bttoekma^ when more tbiui 15,009 
petitkiu had beea ferwsrdbd firom aH parts of ^k»' 
ooontry againat H, and, the CShanbeiB arbitrarily re- 
(using to receive any more, the rMnahnng petitions 
ivere farwarded to Espartero, then at Barcelona wfth 
the Qamm Begeni ; that genend implored her not ta 
sanetien the kw, and CMstina solemnly promised to 
foUow his advioe. 

' The next day she signed the law without his know- 
ledge ; the revolution immediately followed, and she 
was expdied the Spanish soU. A grandes males 
grcmie§ remeiiaM ! 

s The nrtum of Maria Cristiaa to. the seat of 
government, after three and a half years^ forced 
absenoe from Spain^ was an event of great political 
iiBportaace. A Qneen-mothcr endowed with samudi 
abittfey^ and wiU to use it, wields, it is needless to 
observe, an vresistible mflmmee by the side of a 
gidish sovereign. Everything points to the taercise 
of that inflneaoe in opposition to popular liberty. The 
cordial aeceptatioB of Narvaes's policy, and the 
advaseemfflit of himself to the post of prime-toinistsr, 
the adhflsioQ to principles of military goversment, 
the ear^d and significant courting of the army by 
the two Queens, their ini^ection of I know not how 
many barracks, tasting of the soldiers' food, and 
passage through their dormitories, are signs of llie 
future which it would be stolid to neglect. 

. Not less remarkable is Cristina's conciliation of the 
clergy, and the boldly accomplished design of intor- 
dji^ing the sales of ecclesiastical property, and re- 
stoiiiig every dired that remained unsold — ^a ^rign 
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wUbli the rcfiot of Hew^moS. wannlj Mcoumgvd, 
^tifttle twofold objeetof doing' oheap pomee ttttlwr 
oipiiDse of cithar people, and setauning unqvreatioowt 
her own uBwiddy posseHions. 

Ihe momflbt Gristina'a osniage rolled vntbiai the'. 
^ftilk of Madrid^ it stopp^ befoie a ^Aaroh^ whidL 
she entered witiis pacada of prayer that eka haaerer 
since continued^ and oa her pasMge froia the frvmtier 
to the capital she* was several times seen to kneel 
on the floor of ber movijog eqinpage, aa orosseev 
obiiches^ and coi^toita by the waynde provoked a 
holy reramiflceiiee. These Tery domonetrative acta of 
tbe^ aeute dowag«r anaounoed a fixed intentioii of 
efieetively ceconefling heraelf with tifce Chimsli, and 
iadeed a Neapolitaa prineeaa oould not be expected 
to remain kmg in spintnal hostility with Rome; 
' The high-ciuiFefa party through Spain was speedily 
re-animated by these demonstrations ; Carlist der^os 
raised their droo}»iq; heads^ and some of the faetions 
pn^fctes re-appeared on Spanish soil. A feeling (^ 
<dd-iariiioned rdigion, whida modems eall snper- 
fitttiCH^ waa rapidly reviyed and extended 

A rirar overfiowed its banks, and relics were brought 
fortjiand paraded with great pomp to ns^e the rebel- 
Udus waters retire : vapus et shdstri labitur ripd, ex- 
dahned both priests and people. A drought occmnred 
at SevSle, and relies were again carried forth to 
htmg the rebellions waters from the clouds ! Similar 
osuses prodoced most dissimilar effects^ Cristioa 
lodced on with an ^proring and seraphic ranle, not 
at all diminished by the sense of strong security with 
^cb she dntehed her jewek and her mooiey.:' 
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Her policy wm likewise sucoessful in another 
matter of great domestio interest. Oonzalez Bravo^ 
the man who had insulted her in his Guirigay regard^ 
ing MufioZy was forced to sign the appointment of 
Mufioz as Duke and Orande, and shortly afterwards 
the said Bravo was kicked out of the ministry, and 
Narvaez appointed premier in his stead« 

Already has the policy of Cristina been signally 
triumphant since her return. The reluctant liberal- 
ism into which Espartero, Arguelles, and the victo* 
rious Progresista party had coerced her, has been 
exchanged for a series of acts of undisguised reac- 
tion. The law for restraining municipal liberty which 
caused her forcible ejection from the Peninsula, she 
has seen in principle enforced by decreci and legisla- 
tively carried into actual operation ; she has seen the 
wings of the Cortes clipped, the troublesome press 
gagged, the turbulent Milieianos disarmed ; and the 
Church, which was the victim of her insincere spolia- 
tion, she sees with much of its wealth restored. 
Bravo, who had ridiculed her, and who equally 
offended by the lingering leaven of liberalism which 
he retained, she has dismissed from office; and 
Hernando Munoz she has made Duke de Rianzarea 
and seated him proudly amongst the Grandeza of 
Spain. Truth to say, there are few like him amongst 
them, for he is a splendid specimen of the genus homo, 
and bears his blushing honours bravely. But the 
grandest success which she has achieved is the formal 
recognition of her second marriage by the courts of 
Rome and Spain, and the royal decree by virtue of 
which she retains all the honours and prerogatives of 
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Queen Mother, as well as her colonelcy of the Reyna 
Gobemadora regiment 1 

These personal triumphs are even more flattering 
thah successes of general policy; but both were 
necessary to Cristina's ambition ; and not even these 
were sufficient without financial successes as well. 
Hers was, indeed, a triple ovation: ^^partoque ibat 
regina triumphoJ^ 

There are occasional misunderstandings between 
Cristina and Narvaez, which may lead eventually to 
serious consequences; and his downfal, when it occurs, 
will perhaps be originated in this quarter, and accele- 
rated by the severity of discipline with which he has 
of late disgusted the army. 

The powerful trio, Cristina, Munoz, and Narvaez, 
have latterly become notorious for scandalous stock- 
jobbing. Their transactions are upon an enormous and 
unheard-of scale ; and through their bright example, 
the vice of gambling in the funds has radiated through 
the community, and led to bankruptcy and ruin. 

Not only has Cristina contrived to blot out all the 
debts which she owed to the Spanish crown and 
treasury, but she has obtained a large indemnification 
for the expenses in which the movement by which 
Espartero was overthrown involved her. The policy 
to which she seems now to have devoted her energies 
is one somewhat curiously hostile to the interests of 
her own eldest daughter, but quite in accordance with 
that allegiance to Louis-Philippe which her three 
years' residence in Paris has unalterably confirmed. 

Queen IsabeFs is by no means a secure life ; indeed, 
the seeds of early decay have already begun to de- 

YOL. I. H 
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?el0pe tbemael^ei. Har youthful Majesty ia unhappily 
subject to a rather dangeroqa serofulous aSbctioQj 
in addition to which her persoo exhibits symptoms of 
general dropsy. These are the pttramount reasons 
of state which oaused Qiaeen laabers journey, in spit^ 
of the fatigue and the summer heats, to the mineral 
springs of Catalonia^ an expedition in quest of 
health which she has just repeated. The possibly 
oontipgenoy of her demise is therefore not idly specu- 
lated upon, and the farnseeing eye of the French 
Monarch fixed upon her sister, the Infanta Luisa, a« 
the consort, in the first instance, of the Due d^Aumalo^ 
and now of the Due de Montpensier. 

The alliance of Queen Isabel in matrimony with 
the Count Trapani, a Bourbon, seems now as politi- 
cally impracticable on the one hand, as with the son 
of Duke Ferdinand of Saxe Coburg on the other. 
Queen Cristina may incline to the son of Don Carlos, 
but any such union will be scouted by the Spanish 
nation. I regard it as nearly certain that the suc- 
cessful candidate for Isabers hand will be her first 
cousin, Don Enrique, son of Don Francisco de Paula^ 
a dashing sailor and a fine young man, who is Duke 
of Seville and a captain in the navy. But the grand 
triumph for the Tuileries is that which, founded on 
the precarious state of the health of the reigning 
Sovereigns, would raise with the younger sisters 
respectively the Duo de Montpensier to the throne oi 
Spain, and the Prince de Joinville to the Empire of 
Brazil. The birth of an heir to the Brazilian diadem 
in February, 1845, is an impediment to the latter 
projecti but the feeble frame of this first westerii 
Afonso may prove but a slender guarantee. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

NABVAEZ. 

Genvral Don Ramon N ARVAsaB, the fioceesBful hera 
of the day, locks preciaely the daring, energ^c^ 
•bsftioate and iron*nerved soldier of fartuno which he 
k In habits, Biauefa, and appeatraooe, he is of the. 
purest military breed ; blunt and off-handed in Us 
address, overbearing in disposition^ eiow to take 
advioe^ impditie^ violent, and very determined in his 
proceedings. His rough monstadie has the true 
eampaigner'^s out, and his stem and somewhat cruel 
oonnt^oance betokms his unfaending character. 

In stature he is about the middle size, and his wiry 
and sinewy person well suited to the saddle and die 
field. He is a native of Andalueia, a fact which he 
constantly betrays in his accent. He dresses with par- 
ticular care, but diiefly to please the two queens. Yoa 
can read at onoe m his eye decision and promptitude; 
yen can find tokens there of the rapid movem^iU 
which made him master of Madrid, and an evid^M^, 
too, of the severity which would readily make a victim* 

He is sumptuovs and showy in his habits, but not 
hncurious in his tastes, and is always ready in his 
food and drink to rough it like a campaigner. These 
various qu^ties have endeared him to the army, with 
the bulk of which he is popular, and exereises over 
the officers a singular degree of ii^u^aoe. But he 
h2 



Digitized by 



Google 



100 MABYAEZ* 

has numerous enemies nevertheless, amongst the class 
of privates and petty officers, and his shooting of five 
sergeants and three common soldiers, the moment he 
entered Madrid, for demanding permission to quit the 
service, to which they were entitled by solemn pro- 
mise, will never be forgotten. 

No man ever ran greater risks than Narvaez, and 
Heman Cort^ in the Mexican capital was scarcely 
surrounded by more inveterate enemies. There are 
not fewer than 10,000 of the disarmed national militia 
of Madrid, the bulk of whom are his sworn foes, and 
whose confidence he unquestionably betrayed. These 
men^ stripped of their weapons by treachery, hourly 
bum for vengeance ; and the continued fire of bullets, 
the attempted poisoning, and planned assassination 
in the purlieus of the Opera, had their foundation 
(according to some theories prevalent here) in retri- 
butive justice. A portion even of his own army is 
not to be depended on. 

This it is which has broken his sleep and his health, 
and given him the haggard look, which, like Cristina, 
he wears at times. Night is changed into day by his 
intrigues at the palace, his negotiations with military 
and other parties, and his secret dealings with the 
Camarilla. Sleep is snatched irregularly, often 
entirely destroyed ; and in addition to constant occu- 
pation he is doomed to a life of alarms. He has more 
personal enemies than ever Quesada had, or probably 
than any other man has made in modem Spain ; and 
yielding to the irresistible bent of his character he 
goes on daily making more. In the present temper 
of Madrid a chance shot may decide the question of 
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his dynasty. Narvaez's post, for several mbiitlis after 
Espartcro^s extrusion, that of Captain-General of New 
Castile, was a purely military one, and the only pr&« 
tence upon which he could visit the palace was to get 
the watchword of the day from the Sovereign, which 
is in fact the merest nonsense. His only ostensible 
political character was that of a member of the Senate, 
until he foolishly assumed the responsibilities of office, 
and came forth full-fledged as Premier of Spain. 

Narvaez calls himself El Napokon de la posicion, 
and his head is undoubtedly turned by his success. 
His soldiership is undeniable, but he is a rash and 
stupid politician. Those who remember him an out- 
cast two years back, expelled from Portugal upon the 
requisition of Espartero, a wanderer through the pro* 
vinces of France, with broken boots that let in the 
wet, a greasy hat and a thin coat, which ill-protected 
him from the inclemencies of a severe winter, will 
appreciate fully the fairy-like change in his circum* 
stances.. 

The equipages which he now sports were lately the 
property of the British ambassador ; not content with 
ordinary batidores or outriders in royal state, he has 
other outriders at times at the doors of his carriage-^ 
military officers, armed with carbines, to protect his 
valuable life ; and so far as pomp goes he may well 
call himself a Napoleon, — for in the days of the^ con- 
sulate there was witnessed no such splendour. The 
least reputable feature in Narvaez^s character is his 
outrageous gambling in the funds, a vice shared by 
nearly every Spanish Minister* His monetary 8pecu«» 
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"••• •• ••- 

"ll^nr UUrihg' the Itat two veara have Areqaenily 
brongbt him to the verge of lieBtniotioii. 

The Spaniflh Dktator has courage, rapidity of 
movement, powers of oombinatioa— qaalities whidi 
participate in the merits of Bonaparte, which 
Narv&ez evinced during the regency of Cristina, 
and which he eminently displayed on his mardi 
from Valencia to Madrid, in terminating that of 
Espartero. His military abilities are unquestionable, 
and his power over the army enormous. He has 
shown, however, a grievous deficiency in policy and 
grasp of mind (and here the foolish analogy between 
him and Napcdeon ceases). His energy is physical^ 
not at all intellectual, and he is merely a rough soldier. 
His selection of such a man as Bravo for prime 
minister betrayed an utter want of perspicacity ; for, 
though a slavish tool, Bravo is the merest popinjay, 
whose personal character recals the pitifiil days of 
Ferdinand VII. 

The plot against 016zaga was likewise, though 
successftil for the time, extremely ill-judged, as inevi- 
tably tending to bring the Court and Camarilla into 
odium with the nation. Narvaez doubtless relies on 
his 100,000 bayonets, and the struggle might as well 
be brought to that issue now as hereaft^. 

Lofty as is his ambition he can never ascend beyond 
his present sph^e, which doubtless is tderaUy well, 
of Dictator and universal ruler. He can have no 
greater repretentacien than he now enjoys, for there 
can be no mere Segents, and his attachiaents will 
npt permit hnn to be a Cromwell. Besides, he rests 
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on a hollow foundation, for the army may desert him 
as it deserted Espartero. 

At the small town of Majacete, some years back, 
this dashing successor of the Duke of Victory won 
(neitt to the fraternising but decisive affair of Torre- 
jon de Ardoz) his most important battle. 

It was at Majaoete that he rescued Andalucia, 
from the Garlist invasion by a brilliant coup de main, 
in a rapid but destructive action, which will not 
readily be effaced from the memory of the southern 
provinces. A bdd achievement ; but what was it to 
ttiat daring march across the bosom of Spain, in the 
teeth of a powerful Regent and of his chosen generals, 
from Valencia to the walls of Madrid ! Mark what 
gallantry has won, what feebleness has lost ! 

During the entire months of November and Decem- 
ber 1843, the net of streets which run from the Puerta 
del Sol was made, at nightfall, a frequent slaughter- 
house. This quarter, so well known to Europe as 
the constant resort of the MadrileUe populace, has 
latterly become more celebrated, even than of old, 
for the propagation of political rumours, for the 
difliiBion of eai4y intelligence, and as the nucleus of 
those excited gatherings of Manolos and Manolas,* 
which lead to disturl)ance and to Alborotos.f More 
than once since Narvaez's advent to power, this 
quarter had given him considerable trouble, and now 
his determination seemed to be to wreak a bloody 
revenge. 
^ His agents Frequently appeared there, and excited 

* The coinifton name for the Madrid people of the lower orders. . 
t Emeutes. * ■ 
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the people by ones hostile to their well-known feelings, 
to make a counter-demonstration, which might serve 
as a pretext for calling in the soldiery; military 
officers, disguised in civil costume, often repaired to 
the neighbourhood of the Puerta and excited strag* 
glers by cries of ^^ Viva la Reina abioluta r to respond 
with " Mueran los traidores I''*i The intervention of 
the military was instantly commanded, and the 
bayonet and bullet were buried in the entrails of the 
people. Sentinels with loaded muskets were planted 
at the comers of the principal streets, and the 
Princesa regiment was kept in barracks, ready at a 
word to be let loose upon the multitude. 

Treachery is here too habitual to excite much sur« 
prise or provoke inquiry. On many a Fiesta or day 
of Saints, which Spain regards as of special holiness, 
plots and snares were thickly strewn around the 
people^s footsteps ; murder lurked beneath the wreath 
of festivity ; and the day which began with prayer 
concluded with mourning* Nay, on the very three 
days' rejoicing set apart to do honour to the declara* 
tion of the Queen^s majority, the same heartless 
villainy was witnessed, and some foolish cries raised 
'in the Plaza Mayor, where the people were diverting 
themselves by the invitation of their rulers, before 
fountains playing milk and wine, were the signal for 
troops of ambushed cavalry to charge and cut them 
into pieces. How many fell upon this single occasion 
has never been correctly ascertained, but there is 
every reason to believe that the victims, amongst 
killed and wounded, were more than thirty, 
j: Death to the tnltora 1 
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^' They invited us to a ball/' said the people, in 
the true Madrileno spirit, *' they invited us to a ball 
and we had to assist at a funeral ;" while a leading 
Progresista declared, with a profanity found here by 
the side of intense devotion : ^' God repented to have 
created man. I repent to have assisted in forming 
the coalition!** 

About the middle of November there gathered a 
crowd in front of the Queens's palace, and presently 
grew ^larger and larger, till all the open space was 
filled. Then it was that it appeared to be the result 
of concert, and designed as a popular demon* 
8tration« 

The immediate cause of the movement was an 
order published that morning for suspending the re- 
organization of the national militia of Madrid, until 
fresh dispositions should be taken to render it ^^ a true 
guarantee of order, and support of the Throne and 
Constitution." What this meant the Madrilenos 
knew full well, and their rage accordingly knew no 
bounds. No sooner was the Bando published by the 
Municipality than the news went round with light* 
ning speed, together with the familiar ^^ Alerta^ 
NacioTUxIes r'^ 

Before ten minutes had elapsed, many of the old 
Milicianos and Mozos de Companias were seen to 
hurry along the streets in the direction of the palace, 
some in uniform, others with a shako and cross-belts^ 
but without a coat, others with an ordinary civilian's 
jacket and no portion of the military costume but 
the cross-belts, while the bulk ^i^re the lazy capa, or 
cloak, which the Madrid popukAion so love^ witb 
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nothing of sddienhip in ikm appearaaoe but the 
ehftkoi which oyer their non-^nilitaiy g&nnents looked 
odd and hybrid. But it ^was no time, thought thejr, 
for ooquetrf or Btudied nieeties of drees. 

The rallying plaoe of the greater number was the 
Plaza de la Oonstituoion, where they tried thor 
throats with the treble viva^ and tuned them to the 
gruff, harsh bass of the portentous muera ! In half an 
hour the concourse became immense ; a neighbouring 
taberna poured forth its inmates in a numerous body; 
these were leading Nacionales, chiefly the sergeants 
of the force; and taking an imposing attitude, in 
half-military array, the entire crowd marched by the 
Galles Mayor and Santiago, and the Plaza de la 
Armeria, to the palace. 

Narvaez, as Captain-general of New Castile, had 
taken precautions here throughout the autumn by 
{^anting advanced -sentinels, but these were entirely 
unavailing. The crowd bore down all opposition, and 
proceeded steadily, giving mvas fer the Constitutional 
Queen, and mueras for the Ministry and for all 
traitors ! Now came into play Narvaez's protective 
arrangements, now were enforced his stringent and 
bloody instructions. 

The palace-guard, composed of strong bodies of 
infantry and cavalry, turned out upon the instant, 
and without hesitation charged the dense crowd. 
Though the latter for the most part wore a portion 
of their uniforms, none of them carried fire-arms, but 
a few had bayonets, and the rest ineffective knivee. 

It was purely a work of slaughter. The people 
eftood one or two ohargesb and then pnecipitately re« 
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tired. Sifveral were wounded, and many more taken 
prisonerB. A drafoon officer, galloping into the 
midst of one of the most refractory gtotqw, after 
deiding a few eword-cate round about him, caught 
the blade 4>f hk mibre between hie teeth (as butchers 
do their knives) grasped two of the albofetodoru* by 
the neck in eaeh hand, and dragged them off at a 
eanter to the guard-house, where he left them pri- 
soneTB. He then spurred back his horse to the scene 
of the riot, but ere he had returned the crowd had fled. 

There was a comda, or running for life, through 
a& the sdJAcent district, the dragoon-officer and his 
men galloping through the scared streets, the clang 
ef arms and of horses^ feet mingled horridly with the 
Sabbath hymn, and the people returning from worship 
ieceiled into the asylum of their churches. 

The extreme violence of Narvaez's character pre- 
ehides him from figuring successfully, invested with the 
eares and ireeponsibilities of high civil office, though to 
the highest post in the state attainable by a subject, 
his ambition long aspired. He is destitute of p(Jitic»l 
knowledge, deficient in ideas original or acquired, 
and possessed of no talent but for military combina- 
tions and i^oyps d'itat. His portfolio of Premier may 
prove like tbe unantle of Dejanira. A common saying 
aosioi^st Maidrid politicians, in concluding their esti- 
mate of INairaee's character is ^^ e$ muy brutal.** 

IFor such a man tbe camp is the fitting sphere, and 
the most isnitable em{rioyment of his powers is the 
coibing or the guiding of rude soldiers. His ardent 

• Riotere. 
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and resolute mind is more adapted for the marshaUing 
of armies than for the niceties of court intrigue or 
the manoeuvring of legislative assemblies. 

Moderation, calmness, and a conciliatory deport* 
ment, are to his temperament impossible. Yet 
Narvaez is by no means deficient in popular qualities, 
and has displayed respectable oratorical powers in 
the Cortes, where he has sat several times both as 
Deputy and as Senator. His style of address is very 
peculiar, and in gesticulating he appears to be handling 
a broadsword. His manner may be described in one 
word — downright — and is not widely dissimilar from 
that of our Iron Duke. His southern diction often 
provokes a smile, and the only elocutionary grace 
which he introduces is '^ the grace of God,^ in a far 
too frequent invocation of the name and sanction of 
the Divinity* 

But it was in the war of succession that he found 
his proper element, driving the Carlist General Gomez 
forth from Andalucia like a whirlwind, and creating 
within a short period a fine army of reserve, with 
which he pacified the province of La Mancha, and. 
made Espartero tremble. 

His most dangerous enemy is now the intriguing 
Cristina, whose caprices would tax a far more accom* 
plished chivalry : — " Sepa vuestra merced, Senor 
D. Rodrigo de Narvaez, que esta hermosa Jarifa ea 
ahora la linda Dulcinea del Toboso, por quien he 
hecho y har^ los mas famosos hechos de cabelleria» 
que sehan Tistp^ vean ni ver&n en el mundo.^ ^^ Let 
your worship know, Don Rodrigo de Narvaez, that 
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this lovely Jarifa is now the beautiful Dulcinea del 
Toboso, for whom there have been and will yet be 
done the most famous exploits of chivalry, which 
have been seen, are seen, or will yet be seen in the 
world!'' 

The star of Narvaez has triumphed to this hour ; 
he has surmounted every obstacle and difficulty. No 
ministry for ten years past in Spain has found itself 
in a position of such permanent strength and security. 
Since the re-establishment by Cristina of the Consti- 
tutional form of government, in 1834, twenty-two 
different administrations have succeeded each other 
in Spain. It remains for the now triumphant party 
to prove its claims to support by a generous use of 
its victory, by reforming and consolidating with a 
statesmanlike hand, and giving truth and stability to 
the representative system. A noble career opens to 
the Narvaez Cabinet : but thus far its steps have been 
tortuous and retrograde. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

OLdZAGA. 

Don Sauwiano db Ol6zaoa is a native of Logrono^ 
in the north of Spain, on the confines of the Basque 
Provinoea. He has long represented this district ia 
the Cortes^ and it is the pride of the inhabitaats to 
have so diatinguished a. representative, who is likewiao 
a liif0 de nedno or child ot the soil. 

The province is peculiarly situated, comprising the 
north-eastern skirt of Old Castile, and contenmnous 
both with Navarre and Alava^ the more southerly of 
the three Vascongadas. Olosaga's is a Basque 
family, and he was quietly reposing himself in bis 
native district during the progress and coneequenoee 
of the Pronunciami^ntos which be helped to set on 
foot last summer, when he was called to the court to 
be Queen Isabel's preceptor. He is one of the few 
exceptions to the general rule, that the more brilliant 
sons of Spain come from the south. It appears now 
to be pretty well ascertained that the Basques are of 
Tartar origin ; and I am sure the Camarilla are of 
opinion that in this Basque they caught a Tartar. 

Senor Oldzaga is a man of haughty character, of 
keen sensibility, and fiery passions ; a man of great 
eloquence and versatile capacity ; of inordinate vanity 
and fickle attachments ; a man of singular political 
instability, and who, according to the uncontradicted 
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tefitimonj of Roca de Togores in the Gdrtes, haf» 
'* broken &ith with all parties ;" in aborts he ia tb^ 
Brovg^uun of Sp«iii, 

In their Tery fates there* is a resemblance. As 
Brou^iam boasted of writing letters ^' by that night^s 
post'^ to his Soyereign, so Oloza^, in his familiarity 
with Queen Isabel, led her leaning on his arm t^ 
table, and tapped her at times on l4ie shoulder. As 
Bronghan?^ too, lost o£Bee and sacrificed himself as a 
politiciaii» by proelainung at a serious crisis Uiat '^ the 
Qlieen had. done it all;" so Olozaga efiected his 
political ruin by attempting to carry things with a 
high hand, though with no shadow of force, on the 
eventful night of the S8th Noramber, and by subse- 
quently arraigning his Sovereign in the Cortes. 

The very flight of 016zaga to Portugal had its 
parallel in Brougham^s flight to the north. The 
irritability of Brougham made him rush to the news- 
papers with his indecent charge against Queen 
Adelaide ; the impatience of Oldzaga made him some- 
what peremptory in his bearing, when he required 
Queen Isabel to sign the decree of dissolution ; and 
hence the terrible ajocusation of violence and km 
ma^stad. 

But here aU resemblance between them ceases. 
Never, perhaps* were there two individuals in whose 
personal appearance there was so wide a differ^ice. 
It is almost " Hyperion to a satyr.'^ Olozaga is a 
man of fine and portly person, of stature tall and 
erect, nearly sis feet high, broad-shouldered, square- 
built, firm and muscular. In strong opposition to 
the Gorgon mask of Brougham, his features are very 
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regular, his eye black and lustrous, his cheek full and 
ruddy with the highest glow of health, his nose well- 
proportioded. His face is decidedly intellectual, his 
lineaments radiant with mind, his forehead high and 
broad, his step and air commanding. It is also un- 
mistakably a Spanish face — ^the hair as jetty dark as 
the eyes, the whiskers blackly visible, though shorn 
down to the cheeks, and the colour of the skin a 
serviceable brown. The play of his eyes is very fasci- 
nating when he smiles. The entire aspect of the man 
is penetrating, bold, and daring, and you can readily 
believe him to be one who, in the words of Martmez 
de la Rosa (though with no disrespect or disloyalty), 
when he carried the decree for signature, antes via 
su aniiffiuz discipula que la Reyna de las Espanas^ "saw 
in her rather his former pupil than the Queen of all 
the Spains." Olozaga is short-sighted, and makes 
much use of an eye-glass. He likewise walks very 
much, when ruminating, with his hands crossed behind 
his back. 

016zaga is a lawyer by profession, and attained to 
great eminence at the bar. The proverbial narrow- 
mindedness of lawyers advanced to statesmanship does 
not appear to extend to Spain, whose leading juris- 
consults are for the most part eminent legists and 
publicists as well. Two brilliant instances are to be 
found in the persons of 016zaga and Lopez, whose 
forensic as well as parliamentary displays are remark- 
able for their breadth of judgment and vigour of 
thought, as well as, in the instance of the latter, for an 
unrivalled play of imagination. 016zaga's powers may 
be summed up in the words, that he is a sledge-ham- 
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mer logician. His eloquence, unlike Brougham's, 
is uniform, sustained, and dignified. He has an 
eminently statesmanlike and philosophical mind, and 
all that ^^ pellucid clearness^ of statement which the 
latter once attributed to Lord Lyndhurst. The 
Spanish orator indulges in neither personalities nor 
sarcasm ; his words are grave, his matter pregnant, 
his manner that of a commanding leaden Flights 
for mere display are never found in his speeches, nor 
frivolous inequalities, nor highly ornate passages. 
But wit, illustration, and fancy are condensed at in- 
tervals in a single phrase. He is too much of a poli- 
tician to talk for the women and the schoolboys, and 
has much of Canning's power and manner, without his 
oratorical ambition. 

In the frequency of Peninsular vicissitudes, Oldzaga 
has been obliged, more than once, to fly the Spanish 
soil. When the attempt was made against the life of 
Ferdinand VII., the malice of his enemies sought 
most falsely to connect 016zaga with that conspiracy ; 
his bold assertion of liberal opinions had long made 
him obnoxious to the court, and had he not wisely 
made his escape, his head would undoubtedly have 
been forfeited to the hatred of an older Camarilla ; 
for the palace clique was then as expert in judicial 
villainy as in political intrigue. 

016zaga fled from Madrid in the disguise of a 
Calesero or caliche driver, with Senor Garcia, Intend- 
ant of Police, who was likewise threatened to be made 
a victim to the royal wrath, and whom 016zaga 
actually drove out of the capital in the guise and with 
the traditional whip-flourish of his assumed craft. 

VOL. I. I 
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The ftigitives'directed theiroouisei towards.Conma, 
(N6iaga, who, with hia other qualifioations, is'no littl^ 
of A humourist, aislaiiiing his dhaameter sueceMfulIy 
all the way, and smoking and tippUog eaough (as in 
>duty bound) at iheiventas on the road for the Hiost 
rakish Calesero in ^ain. At Coruna they remained 
ooneealed for some time, till they found an opportu- 
nity of embarking for England. 

Every favour seemed, in these latter days, to have 
been lavished on Oloxaga to precipitate his descent. 
He was loaded with honours as if to- make his down- 
-tiil heavier. The suffrages even of bis old antagonists 
Jiad raised htm * to the Presidency of the popular 
Chamber, and the c<xifidenoe of his Sovereigii had 
called him to the head of her Government. 

He was first, ambassador to Franoe, and next, his 
Queen^s preoeptor. All the orders in Spain had been 
exiiausted to decorate him ; the favourite of events, 
the very toy of fortune, he had played sportively, and 
played successfully, with all situations and with iilll 
parties ; hei haid a finger in the downfall of the Regent 
Cristina, and a hand -in the downfall of the Regent 
Espartero ; and, as if to teach him to forget that he 
9vas ^my longer a subject, and make Um the com- 
panion of princes and of emperors, the Tois<Hi de 
Oro, the Golden Fleece, sparkled on his breast, sad 
assured him that there was nothing in huaunsarabi- 
tion to sigh for, no glittering prize hut he had-^won. 
^Yet by- no fault of his, without an error or onuesieo, 
without crime, neglect, or levity^^suoh is human 
«eauri1y-^*witliinia (weiok he was a^fugitiye^ from Spain, 
andean outoast, with.a price set upon Us head ! 
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" Sdbete,-am!go Sandho,^' eays D«m Qawrofe* " qte 
la vida de los caballeres andantes eetd strjeta 'i nil 
peligros y defiventuras, yfii mas ni menos esfti :e& 
potenciapropinqua de ser los oaballeros andantes reycfs 
y empei?ador6s,'eamo lo'ha ^nostrado la esperioncia'; 
y pudi^rate eontar ahora, si el dolor me diera lugaty 
de algimos que solo per el valor de su braso han 
•Bubido a los altos grades que be contado, y estos tnis- 
mos se vieron despues en diversas calamidades y 
miserias.'*' '' Know, friend Sancho^ that the life of 
knights-errant is subjeet to ^a' thousand dangers and 
mischances, and neither more nor less is it within 
immediate possibility for knights-errant to become 
kings and emperors, as experience hath shown ; and 
I could now tell you, if my pain permitted, of some 
who alone by the valour of their arms, have arrived 
at the lofty posts I have narrated, and these same 
saw themselves afterwards in divers calamities and 
miseries.'' 

The following most ingenious anagram was circu- 
culated by the Moderados shortly after the memorable 
scene at the palace : — 

c^OsadoI Tu leftl y sagaz 1 No!'* 

Every letter of the name " Salustiano de 016zaga,'' 
and not a letter more, is to be found in this sentence 
of fiery reproof ; and the anagram may unquestionably 
rank among the best that have ever been invented. 
The meaning of the words, arising from the transposi- 
tion, is — " Audacious man ! You wise and loyal ! 
Nor 

This notice of the latest victim of court intrigue 
i2 
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leads, by a natural transition, to a history of Cama- 
rillas themselves — ^no common subject. To speak in 
Spanish proverbial language, the honey is not for the 
ass^s mouth, and let those* who have marrow in their 
heads understand. Who puts his finger in the family 
pot, will draw it forth scalded. Yet will I not spare 
my gums. I will expose the calvoy* though the curls 
be set. Pardiez I I will a tale untwist. I am brifik 
to-day as a canonigo^'s mule ; not a comma shall stick 
in the ink-bottle. 

• Bald place. 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE CAMARILLAS OF SPAIN. 117 



CHAPTER XIII. 

THB GAMABILLAS OF SPAIN. 

The first great reigns of Camarillas at the Castilian 
court were those of Alfonso XI. and his son Pedro the 
Cruel, in the fourteenth century. The mistress of the 
former, the beautiful and unfortunate Leonor de 
Gusman, exercised^ with her favourites, entire control 
over her hot-headed Sovereign ; and the charms of her 
person, and her graceful affability, made those who 
approached Alfonso in her presence too often forget 
their just grounds of complaint, ai^d retire blinded 
with admiration. Alfonso's legitimate Queen, Maria 
of Portugal, dissembled her intense hatred till the 
monarches death, when his successor and son, as well 
as heir^ lent himself to his mother*s bloody design, 
with a perfidy and cunning which he derived from his 
father, and improved, without inheriting one of his 
virtues. By infernal stratagems and traitorous pro- 
mises of security they lured Leonor from her safe 
retreat within the walls of Medina Sidonia, and 
tiie moment she entered Seville immured her as a 
prisoner. Transferred in custody to the palace of 
Talavera, where the implacable Dowager Queen re- 
dded, the beautiful Leonor fell a victim to the she- 
wolf of Portugal — ^and was executed in Marians pre- 
sence. She devoured the blood with dilated eyes^ she 
feasted on the screams. 
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Pedro's first amorous exploit was to become captive 
to the singular charms of Dona Maria de Padilla, 
whose slender but elegant shape, expressive features, 
graceful demeanour, and lively imagination and wit, 
exercised a powerful spell over the youthful Sovereign. 
Maria was not so dazzled by her suitor^s rank as to 
forget the claims of honour. She insisted upon mar- 
riage^ and a.marriage was* celebrated between ik^m 
secretly, but in due form. At this .very moment, the. 
Queen Mother was negotiating, for- him a marriage ^ 
with Blanche^ the sister of the Qpeea of France* 
Pedro ratified the contract without scruple or diffi-* 
culty, and the ceremony was publicly performed with 
great splendour. 

A short period after his public marriage was devoted 
by him to the new Qpeen, but Pedro soonretomed to 
Maria de Padilla. So immense was her asoendaney* 
over him, that in those superstitioua days- it was^ 
commonly attributed to magic. Her Camarilla, was* 
soon one of the most powerful ever seen in Spain^ . 
All her relations were raised from compso'ative obscu* 
xity to posts of honour and confidence. Her brotbersj 
were made Grand Mast^^s of the orders ^ of St. James/ 
and Calatrava. Pedro's former favourite, d'Albu- 
q^rque, was forced to quit the kingdom, his Qaeen 
Blanche was thrown into prison, divorced, and subse- 
quently poisoned. He married next Dofia Juana^de: 
Haro, who was likewise speedily repudiated. 

After a horrible series of poniardings and poiaour' 
ingfi, Pedro lost the too. potent Eg^ria^ whose charaae^ 
involved the oountryi in civil war, aiid mth.the death, 
of Maria Padilla ended the s.way of this first and. 
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most fatal x>f Canvarillas. The murder of Blanche of 
Bourbon, to whieh it coBlribiited, led to an imrasioa 
from France; from which Pedro was extricated by the- 
prowess of Eldviwrd ourBfausk Prince, wherein John', 
of Oannt unsheathed hie maiden swordy and the wdl- 
Wom pride of Dttgoesetin was humbled in captivity ; 
but in a second invasion from the same quarter, this 
Nero of Spain was <lefeated, ensnared^ and poniarded 
by his own half-brother, in revenge for the murder of 
bis-mother and brother ! 

Juan II. was entirely governed by Don Alvaro 
de Luna, Grand Constable of the kingdom, whose 
haughty and imperious demeanour excited the nobles 
to rebellion* The King tooktarms m behalf of his 
faTourite^ and crusted them for his' sake. Alyaro's 
insolent Ca'fflfMiHa, more powerfiil and exacting than* 
the court 'of his royal master^ soon excited another 
rebellion, in' which' the- King of Aragon took part* 
wkh the discontented, and Juan was forced to dismios 
bis favourite. 

The Prince of the Asturias,' successor to the throne, 
allowed his favourite, Don Juan de Pacheco, to^ 
establish a new Oamarilia, wjthout consulting which 
no step was -taken in the govemntent. Fresh battles ; 
-'---Luna was recalled and recompensed for his tempo-^ 
rary di^raee by being made Orand Master of the 
Order' of St. James. H^= formed a* company of 
guards in his own name^ and gave the cominand to his 
ttfttural son, Don Pedro. The Oamarilia was much 
l>etter gtraird^ thttnthe Sbvereign, but jealousy was^' 
at tiast) more po^v^id than* the favourite's army^ He 
eclipsed^ in i^endi^ur,' even* tbe' heir apparent. The 
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Queen had a msX Camarilla, of which Don Alfonso 
de Viyaro was at the head, and held the post of 
Grand Treasurer. Luna^s destruction was plotted 
and nearly prepared, when, aware of the designs of 
his enemies, he invited Viyaro to a grand entertain- 
ment at his palace. Luna conducted him, with all 
Castilian courtesy, to the summit of a lofty tower, 
whence he told him he could obtain a magnificent 
view of the city. But no sooner had they reached the 
upper esplanade of the tower, than he flung his guest 
to the bottom^ and the Treasurer was dashed to 
pieces ! 

The assassin strove to pass off the fall to the King 
as purely accidental, but the truth was made manifest 
by the clearest evidence. The murdered man was the 
Queen's especial favourite, and in destroying hers and 
the Prince's Camarilla, Luna precipitated his own 
destruction. He was beheaded in the market-place of 
Valladolid, his property was all confiscated to the 
Crown, and he who had been the companion, and 
almost the equal, of kings, ended with a pauper 
funeral ! 

Henry IV., the turbulent prince of this reign, suc- 
ceeded on his father's death, and Don Juan de Pacheco 
continued to govern both him and the kingdom, estab- 
lishing a Camarilla as onmipotent as that of Luna 
had once been. He received the title of Marquis de 
Villena, and the citizens were as indignant as the 
nobles at the insolence and extravagance of this new 
child of fortune. The King was divorced, upon indis- 
putable grounds, from Blanche, a Princess of Navarre, 
and obtained the surname of *^ Impotent,'' by which 
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he is known in history. Ambition subsequently deter- 
mined Juana of Portugal to marry him notwithstand- 
ing, and she managed so well, under the protecting 
mantle of a Camarilla, as to give birth to a daughter 
five years after. 

Sttt the impotence of Henry was not less derided 
in public. Villena (the ci-devant Pacheco), in pur- 
soance of the traditional policy of Camarillas, betrayed 
his royal master to France^ and concluded and 
executed a private treaty with Louis XI., by which 
the King of Spain abandoned Catalonia — ^a conduct 
almost literally imitated five hundred years after, in all 
its parts, by the not less infamous Godoy. No sooner 
bad the Castilian monarch signed this agreement, 
than he felt all the shame of the act, and exOed 
Villena from his court. The banished favourite forgot 
ihe royal bounties of twenty years, formed a league 
of nobles against his Sovereign, which was joined by 
the King of Navarre, and was again received into 
Henry's favour ! 

The remaining leaguers went through the ceremony 
of deposing Henry, in one of the most singular pas* 
sages recorded in history. A vast temporary building 
was erected outside the walls of Avila, and the effigy 
of the sovereign was placed on a throne, a crown on 
its head, a sceptre in its hand, the sword of justice by 
its side. Articles of accusation against King Henry 
were read in a loud voice, the charges being that he 
sought to deprive his brother Alfonso of the succes- 
sion to the throne, and had deceived the nation by 
falsely alle^g that Queen Juana^s child was his own. 
The charges were declared proven, and the sentence of 
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deposition pronoaMed in the presemeof a muiterovs 
aasembly. 

Af t^ the reading of the first article of aeensatioii, 
the Archbishop of Toledo advanced, and removed the 
crown from the head of the eflBgy ; after 'the second, 
the Count de Placentia took from it the sword. of 
justice; after the third. Count Benevento took away 
the sceptre; sod after the fourth, Don Diego de 
Stuniga thkrew down the effigy from the throne ; and 
at the same:moment Don Alfonso, brother of Henry, 
was proehumed £ii^ of Castile and Leon. 

The leaguers had conquered a fourth of lus kii^ 
dom, when Henry at last was forced into the field ; 
and this disastrous civil war was terminated only by. 
the death of Alfonso. His sister, afterwards the 
famous Isabella, was then recognsed by the long as 
heircBS presumptive, renouncing the pretensioas of 
Dona Juana and.her child. Theblackness of V illena's 
ingratitude only caiiBed him to mount higher' in his 
Sovereign's favour. The curse of Camarillas htmg 
ovw the dawning horizon of Spanish greatness ; and 
Villena's- intrigues would have marred that most^ 
momentous of marriages which usited. Ferdinand and 
Isabella,, but for thia activity of' the Ardibishop of 
Toledo, who carried the Princess to Valladolid, havii^> 
previously invited Ferdinand thidiar,' and gave them* 
the nuptial benediction. 

Ferdinand and Isabella, were made, . the one of 
sterner ami the other of nobler stuff thannthat which, 
permits - the sway of Camarillas, . yet' they suffered 
themsdves to be induced, by secret infiuenoes to treat 
the iHustrious Columbus witii: the grossest injustice,. 
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and sent out the fleoandrel Bovedilla toHkpttioh.) ta 
inquire into his:Oonduot^ by whom the noble Admkal 
^as sent home loaded with <^in8. This grand beiw?- 
factor of mankind was very near bein^ bung 1 After- 
the death of Isabella, Ferdinand took a second wife,. 
Gennaine, a Princess of France,, but eighteen years of 
age, while he was fifty-four, and hating the future- 
Charles the Fifth, and resolved, if possible, to mar his 
succession, he did periiaps the only foolish act of his 
life — established in his palace a GanuuriUa of quacks, 
and took by their adyice a« potion which was to restore 
the vigour of his. cmstitution. His youthful and 
blooming Qiie^PLrenunnsd sterile notwithstanding, and 
Ferdinand only shattered his already eitfeebled health; 
a languor stole over him, has intellect became impaired. 
The Camarilla potion killed him. 

This double I'^gn was iuduUtably gl<»riQus, but it 
cannot be forgotten that in it was es1»blished another 
and a more despotic reign, that x>f the infamous Holy-. 
Office* I saw the mighty palace of these menk^kings 
pulled down last snmn&w. in. Seville, an edifice dome-^ 
crowned and splendid as the noblest abodes of royalty, 
jek Goverii^: the bladcest dungeons and the> most' 
bideous regions of torture. I thought of this stain on 
tiieaohieTenfiBnts of Ferdimunl the Politic and Isabel* 
the Catholic, and deemed that their glories should be 
hymned by a. chorus (^ htunan groans, topped by the 
dbrill treble of those <^aiqp&ful Madrilefios who twenty^ 
years ago cried, 

*« Viva la Santa Inqwuicion/*' 
When Charles V. came to Spain in his eighteenth 
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year, and landed as king in the Asturias, he brought 
with him a Flemish Camarilla^ which betrayed iiis 
inexperience into numerous errors, and commenced 
with a slight to Cardinal Ximente, which caused that 
illustrious statesman's death a few hours after. 

Surrounded by foreigners, he had no practice in the 
Spanish language, and spoke it most imperfectly, his 
answers to the Castilian nobles appearing both short 
and stupid ; and this future glory of Spain and of 
eoYereignty was near being indebted at the outset of 
his career for the loss of his crown to his foreign 
Camarilla. These rapacious strangers sold all the 
public offices, and in four months sent home to the 
Low Countries eleven hundred thousand crowns in 
gold. Upon CharW departure for Germany to 
assume the imperial dignity, he left a Fleming, Car- 
dinal Adrian, behind him as regent of the kingdom. 

The same year that saw Charles crowned emperor 
at Aix-la-Chapelle, was witness of the conquest of 
Mexico by Hernando Cortes. But the appointment 
of a foreigner to the regency, and the feeble or vicious 
administration of his Flemish Camarilla, roused the 
spirit of the nation, and the Holy League of Cities 
almost deprived Charles of his crown, and was on the 
point of destroying the monarchy. The rebellion was 
extinguished and Adrian became Pope, while Charles 
won the hearts of his Spanish subjects (now that his 
tutor and the other Flemings were dismissed) by a 
generous amnesty. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

THE CAMARILLAS OF SPAIN. 

Philip the Second^s was a theological Camarilla— 
the worst of all. The mongil hid no scmples where 
the object in view was the assumed good of religion. 
The strong language of the Peninsula correctly cha- 
racterizes this class of political friars as enpadadiins 
escoldsHcos^ or '* scholastic bullies ;'' and the popular 
proverb, with admirable truth, declares, that '*' Nunca 
fray modestojue provincial,'''' 

The general policy of Philip was as little subject 
to the weakness of being guided by back-stairs in- 
fluence and underhand suggestions as his father's ; but 
these hugely devout and hair-splitting churchmen so 
far distorted his better judgment, that when his armies 
repressed the insolence of Pope Paul IV., who ridicu- 
lously declared Philip his vassal and his kingdom 
forfeit, imprisoning the Spanish envoy, he caused his 
general, the infamous Duke of Alva, afterwards the 
bloody scourge of Flanders, as he took possession of 
the Papal towns that capitulated, to do so in the name 
of the College of Cardinals, with the intention of 
immediately restoring them, and subsequently to kiss 
the papal toe. 

His return to Spain, after the death of our Queen 
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Mary, was illuminated by the burning of three-and- 
ihirty heretics together inValladolid ; a spectacle more 
piquant even than the modem bull-fights. His wife^s 
doings in Smithfield probably gave him a zest for the 
horrible pageant ; and his Inquisitorial Camarilla, with 
their twenty thousand paid spies, had a pliant instru- 
ment, whereverx fanaticism intervened, in the gloomy 
crowned barbarian, who exclaimed, ^' If my son were 
guilty of heresy, I myself would carry the wood to 
-bum faim at the stake P He did not bum him at the 
M»tak&-^he only poisoned him. Perhaps the youth was 
too- fond of the Flemirii heretics, perhaps too fond of 
his father's third wife, Elizabeth. Most certainly he 
died by poison, and the Queen died soon after, it is 
said, by 'the same paternal and conjugal hand. Of 
the Flmnings, he judicially butchered eighteen 
thousand, more than a hundred thousand fled the 
oomtry for ever, and histyranny depopulated Gnmada^ 
and lost' the Low Gotmtries to Spain ; not, however, 
till this bloodiest of bigots had the illustrious Prince 
of Orange 'assassinated. One of the greatest govern- 
ing geniuses that ever lived* was spoiled by the monks 
-who educated him/andjdistorted by fanaticism into a 
Christian Bomitian. 

PhiKp III. was governed by the Duke of Lerma 
with an authority as absdhite as that with which his 
father governed Spain. Lerma^s was the most nume- 
rous Camarilla ever seen at 'Madrid; he had his 
creatures in every class oT society, and multiplied 
offices with such' profusion, as to drive the king- 
dom to the verge of bankruptcy. A general murmur 
Tsn through ti^ Spanish monardiy, and the palace 
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ilself xeeoottded with complaints of the neglect df 
agridiltBre .aad the cleoay of CQmiiierce. 

Spioaia arrested for a time ike decline of the 
CMpire. The eeelenastioal head of Lerma'^s Gama- 
.rilla was' Bernardo, arohhifthop of Tdedo, his brother, 
to whom the D^ke thus took care to secure the most 
lucrative post in Spain ; aad its most active member 
was Joan de Ribera, patriarch of Antio^, and arch- 
bishop of Yaleneia,*a man of learning and ability, bat 
one of the most emel bigots that ever widded power 
for the destruction of mankind. Lerma, dnke aird 
la^an as he was, aspired to be made a cardinal, 
•and the most fanatical of conclaves was this clerical 
Camarilla. 

It was resolved to exteraiiiiate the residue of the 
Moors ; and the charge preferred against them was 
that, while the GastilisAi towns were ruinous and 
deserted, Uiose of Valencia were populous and flourish- 
ing, and that the energetic and frugal Moors would 
soon outnamber the Christian popnlaiion; in fact, 
that they were the best subjects of Spam. Six hun- 
dred thousand of her most industrious > population 
were sacrificed to this Jnnta of intolerance, and 
thrown unprovided on the desert wastes of Africa. 

There are grounds for believing that this holy 
CamarSla was not less attached to assassination, as 
an instrument of sound policy, than PhHip II. was, 
and that it guided the hand of Bavaillac when he 
trea^eroQSly murdered Henry IV. of France, then 
preparing an expedition agamst Bpain. 

Shortly afterwards the Pope made Lerma a cardi- 
nal. The Msuperstiti<m of Philip regarded him with 
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sach reverence in his new character, and with such 
worshipful dread as a prince of the church, that Lerma 
ceased to be his favourite, and was supplanted by his 
son, the Duke of Uz^da. Lerma had made a marquis 
and a minister of his footman, Bodrigo de Calderone, 
who^ being the favourite's favourite, established a 
Camarilla of his own, of which his father, an old 
clown, was at the head, and which rioted in malversa- 
tion. Calderone fell with his patron, was thrown into 
prison, and eventually perished on a scaffold, while 
Lerma was exiled to the provinces. His son, Uz^da, 
the new favourite, amused his sovereign with religious 
processions, fetes, and tourneys, while the Dutch 
ravaged the colonies and intercepted the Eastern 
commerce of the Portuguese, now subject to the 
Spanish crown. 

Philip IV. dismissed Uz^da upon his accession, but 
was led^ as a Savoyard leads his monkey, by the 
haughty, ardent, and presumptuous Count-Duke of 
Olivar^, who aimed at conquering the Low Countries 
and subjecting all Europe, but only lost Portugal ! 
He affronted Buckingham, and thus occasioned the 
marriage of our first Charles with Henrietta of France, 
instead of the Infanta ; which led to the coalition of 
France and England against Spain, and to the expul- 
sion of the latter power from Piedmont. The death 
of Philip's eldest son is very generally attributed to 
Olivares's criminal ambition and jealousy ; and un« 
doubtedly his Camarilla was capable of anything. 

All the most lucrative employments and honourable 
charges in the state were accumulated in Olivar^^s 
family, while Van Tromp and his Dutchmen destroyed 
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ihe Spaiush fleet, and the foroes of Philip were shame- 
iiilly defeated in the Low Coimtiies and at Turin. 
He grossly insolted the Catahms, and had his anny 
expelled from Gatakmia ; the feeble monarch reomYing 
his interpretation, that insults justly leyelled against 
the faTonrite were directed against himself. His 
vindictive brutality permitted a licentious soldiery to 
nmdi the wives and daughters of Barcelona almost 
before the eyes of their husbands and brothers ; and 
their deputies bearing their complaint to the foot of 
the throne, were treated by King and Camarilla with 
equal contempt. 

But the head and several limbs of the Viceroy, San 
Coloma, soon were carried by the insurgent Catalans 
in triumph round the city. The successful revolt of 
Barcelona taught the Portuguese the lesson of free- 
dom ; and the insolent and intolerable Camarilla of the 
Duchess of Mantua, Vice-Queen of Portugal, lost that 
country to Spain, while her infamous favourite, Vas- 
concellos^ was torn in pieces at Lisbon as San Coloma 
was at Barcelona. Olivares retained his influence over 
the King in the midst of these disasters, by making 
himself the companion of his irregular pleasures, lead- 
ing Philip into debaucheries which scandalised his 
subjects. The Count-Duke had a natural son caUed 
Julian, whom he presented at court under the name 
of Henriquez de Gusman, with a magnificent equi- 
page, and forced the grand-constable of Castile to give 
his daughter to this youth in marriage. 

The King, proud to copy the licentious example of 
his favourite, drew likewise f(H*th from obscurity a 
bastard of his own by an actress named Calderone, 
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-Meognized Inm by (fhe title of Bon Juan of Austria, 
a title which afterwards grew fatno«i6, and declared 
him, when he was only fourteen years of age, general- 
iflBimo of Portugal ; while the most amiable of Qaeens 
WAS insulted, and the people enraged, to see the heir 
to the throne, Don Balthasar, living under the tutelage, 
not of his royal mother, but of the Duohes9of Olivar^, 
the female head of the Camarilla. It was not until 
the Emperor, Philip^s kinsman, formally remonstrated 
through an extraordinary ambassador, that Olivarte 
was exiled finally from the Court. 

Philip''s next Camarilla was presided over by Luis 
Haro de Ousman, who crushed the people at home 
with new and insupportable taxes; and, by still more 
intolerable oppression abroad, caused the revolt of 
Naples under Massaniello. The absence of Olivards 
was a prosperous omen, and the interfusion of the 
spent blood of the Philips with the vigorous stream 
in the veins of a plebeian actress, produced in Don 
Juan of Austria a blooming bully, who was neither a 
fool nor a madman like his legitimate sires. The 
military genius of this irregular offnahoot recovered 
both Naples and Barcelona, the latter after a siege of 
fifteen months, and the whole of Catalonia, returned 
to its allegiance. 

If Philip IV. was of a feeble, his successor Carlos II. 
was of an infantine character. He was but four 
years old when he succeeded to the throne, and con- 
tinued an infant when his head was gray. During 
his long minority, the Regency was vested in his 
mother, Maria Anna, an arrogant, incapable, and 
capricious woman, who detesting Don Juan of Austria 
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for his illogiiimaey, excluded from bar oouoeila tbe 
ablest statesman in Spain, and elerated a German 
Jesuit named EverardNitard to the highest position in 
her favour and confidence. Presumptuous ignoranoe, 
intrigue, and hypocrisy, were this man's leading.quali-* 
ties, and from aooompanyii^ Maria Anna to Madrid 
as her confessor, he rose to the posts of Inquisitor- 
General, Councillor of State, and Chief of Camarilla. 
His base extriiction led to inexpressible arrogance in 
his elevation ; and when the Duke of Lerma complained 
of his want of respect, he replied, ^^ It is to me that 
you owe respect — to me who every day have your 
God in my hands and your Que€»i at my feet ! '" 

Louis XIY. upon the flimsiest of pretexts invaded 
the distant dominions of Spain, and the Inquisitor 
accepted the peace of Aix^a-Chapelle, in which 
Liouis had ceded to him ail his important conquests 
in the Low Countries. Don Juan of Austria remon- 
strated, and the Queen Regent and her Camarilla 
exiled him from the court. 

Don Juan subsequently marched to Madrid at the 
head of numerous partisans, and demanded Nitard's 
^xile. The Queen first complained that they sought 
to deprive her of every womaa^s privilege to choose 
her own confessor, and next talked of pu^nishing the 
rebels by force of arms. With difficulty she gathered 
^ few troops together, and the Madrileaos loudly 
exclaimed that she was about to expose them to the 
horrors of ^ civil war for the loss of a German Jesuit — 
a complaint which explained Nita^rd's omnipotence in 
her Camarilla. The Jesuit yielded to the/thickening 
atorm, and himself retired from court. He proceeded 
k2 
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to Rome, and throngli the influence of the Queen 
Regent was made a Cardinal. 

Maria's Camarilla was still composed of church- 
men, and forced Don Juan of Austria to retire to a 
distance of thirty miles from Madrid, while the Queen 
made herself odious to the people by surrounding her 
person with a regiment of Royal Guards, for the first 
time in Spanish history, of which she gave the com- 
mand to the Marquis of Aytona, an important 
member of her council. But still she wanted a con- 
fidant with whom to share the more hidden secrets 
of her heart ; and she speedily made her choice. 

Ferdinand de Valenzuela was a native of the king- 
dom of Granada, of middling birth, but of huge 
ambition. He cultivated poetry, and to other elegant 
accomplishments united an agreeable person and a 
lively wit, qualities fitted to shine in a Queen Regent's 
Camarilla. He first attached himself to the house- 
hold of the Duke of Infantado, and next to that of 
the Inquisitor. Valenzuela soon obtained a know- 
ledge of Nitard's and the Queen's most delicate 
secrets; and on the Jesuit's downfall, Valenzuela 
married one of the Regent^s bedchamber-women, 
which opened to him all the doors of the royal palace, 
and enabled him to console the desponding Regent 
for the forced absence of her confessor. 

Valenzuela and his wife (the latter nowise jealous) 
now formed the chief section of the Camarilla. His 
conversation pleased the Regent, his person pleased 
her more, he was introduced at all hours secretly into 
the palace. Scandal seized the topic, and though 
Valenzuela in his visits to royalty was always accom- 
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panied by his wife, the people obsenred that there 
were not wanting women in Madrid, wilfing to share 
the caresses of their husbands for the sake of worldly 
advantages. Yalenzaela was soon made a Marqnis, 
Master of the Horse, and Grande of Spain. His 
administration was to the kst degree weak and 
corrupt. 

The South American possessions of Spain were 
devastated with impunity by the bucaniers — they 
took Porto Bello by assault, seized and squandered 
its enormous treasures, and for thirty years were 
masters of the Spanish Main. The public revenue at 
home was divided amongst the adherents of the Cama- 
rilla, and the Chancellor of the Council of the Indies 
made by this office alone a revenue of a hundred 
thousand ducats. Spain became so enfeebled that 
she could not strike a blow, and without lifting an 
arm she lost Franche-Comt^ for ever. 

When the King attained his majority, the Queen* 
mother and Yalenzuela continued their influence over 
him. The latter now thought it needful to conciliate 
the people, and was the first to make the bloody 
spectacle of bull-fights universally popular: a cruel 
diversion, to which may be traced many leading de- 
fects of the Spanish character. The Spanish fleets were 
thrice defeated and broken by the French on the 
Sicilian coast, and the loss of Naples and Sicily be- 
came imminent. The King at last shook off the 
domination both of Yalenzuela and of his mother ; 
the latter hid her discomfiture in a convent at Toledo, 
and the former was surprised in his sleep, put on 
board a transport, and condemned to perpetual exile 
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in the I^lippines. Under the ministry of Medinft 
Cell, CSarloB was forced by Louis XI V^ to cede his 
title to the dokedoitt of Burgtoidy, and to lower his 
flag to that of France whenever they lUet on the seas. 

As Carlos II. approached the age of manhood, he 
manifested the utmost feebleness of intellect: the 
popular belief was that the disgraced Queen-mother 
and the expelled Camarilla had left a legacy of hate 
to the nation and its sovereign, by administering to 
him a potion for the purpose of weakening his under- 
standing ; and some historians allege that so distorted 
was his moral sense by this '^ leperous distilment," 
that he poisoned his virtuous minister and relation, 
Don Juan of Austria, for not being sufficiently sub- 
servient to his caprices. 

Shortly afterwards he re<^lled his mother, who 
revenged herself upon all her foes by every species 
of direful persecution ; and Spain, in this infamous 
i^ign, was reduced to the most abject distress — the 
King being even obliged, for want of money, to 
renounce his annual journey to Aranjuez, only seven 
leagues distant ! His next Camarilla was composed 
of a set of cowardly courtiers, who, when the Duke of 
Ossuna advised him to take the field against Louis 
XIV., and animate his troops, like the French mon- 
arch, by his personal presence in the camp, concealed 
iheir own fears under an affected zeal for the King^s 
safety, and exclaimed, '^ Better lose Catalonia, better 
lose half Spain, than risk> the Iffe or the health of our 
beloved sovereign !"'* 

A third Camarilia was formed duri^ this misemble 
reign. Carloi^ second Queen was Maria Anna, 
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daughter of the Elector Palatine. Before she was 
lon|]^ in Madrid, she organised a Camarilla, composed 
of the Countess de Berlips, and the Counts Oropesa 
and Melgar, who imposed on all provisions entering 
the metropolis an oppressive octroi^ which they shared 
amongst themselves. The people ro8e in insurrection, 
and marched straight to the palace. A courtier seeking 
to appease them, told them that the King was taking 
his repose. '^ He has been too long asleep/' was the 
reply. ^^ It is time that he should awake and relieve 
his people/^ Carlos appeared before. them pale aad 
tremUing, and stammered forth the names of the 
Camarilla : the people rushed to the palaces of Counts 
Melgar and Oropesa^ which they plundered as com- 
pletely as if tbey were ravaged by fire. 

The King had meanwhile a monkish Camarilla of 
his own, which first frightened him by p^rsuadiQg 
him that he was possessed, and going through tlie 
ceremony of an exorci^n; and next hastened his 
death still more by opening in his presence the coffins 
of his mother and his first wife, from the intercession 
of whose ghosts they assured him that he might obtain 
the postponement of his death ! They likewise, being 
moved by much gold^ told him to submit the question 
of his successor to the divine voice of his holy father 
the Pope— the Pope decided in favour of Louis.XIV.,. 
in preference to the less powerful Archduke of Austria. 
A will was signed by Carlos accordin^y ; and by all 
these combined influences of superstition and mortal 
terror, the House of Bourbon was planted on the 
throne of Spain. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

THE CAMARILLAS OF SPAIN. 
(Cimduded.) 

In the reign of Philip V. there was an Austrian 
Camarilla at the Court of Madrid, of unexampled 
perfidy. The Count de Melgar, admiral of Castile, 
in his hatred of the minister, Cardinal Porto Carrero, 
attached himself to the interests of the House of 
Austria and to its views on the throne of Spain, as 
opposed to the rights of the first Bourboi;!. The 
King admitted him to his confidence, and loaded him 
with favours, but was made the dupe of Melgar^ who 
maintained a secret correspondence with the Duke 
de MolaS) Spanish ambassador at Vienna, kept the 
Emperor informed of the discontent of the Catalans^ 
and urged him to make good by force of arms the 
pretensions of his family to the throne of Spain. 

The better to carry out his perfidious designs, the 
Almirante accepted the post of ambassador to the 
Court of Versailles. He made all preparations for 
the journey to France, but they were the preparations 
of a traitor. Having previously gained over the Court 
of Portugal, he proceeded to Lisbon, instead of Paris, 
as his sovereign supposed, making the circuit of 
Madrid, until he took the opposite road, with a suite 
of 300 partisans and 150 baggage-miules and horses. 
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The moment he reached Lisbon he threw off the 
mask, declared that the will by which Carlos 11. left 
the throne of Spain to the Bourbons was forged by 
Cardinal Porto Carrero^ and took the oath of alle- 
giance to the Archduke of Austria. Two others of 
the diplomatic corps of Spain imitated his example^ 
the Marquis de Corzena, and the Duke de Molas, 
ambassador at the Court of Vienna. 

While this Austrian Camarilla was at work for the 
subversion of the dynasty, the Queen, (Louisa, 
daughter of the Duke of Savoy) had likewise her 
Camarilla. The Princess of Ursins, a Frenchwoman 
of bold and masculine character, possessed an abso- 
lute ascendant over the mind of the Queen, and with 
Cardinal Porto Carrero, whose very dear friend she 
was, moulded every event through the Queen^s influ- 
ence over the King. 

In vain Louis XIV. of France insisted on the 
Princesses banishment to Rome. ' The Queen fell sick 
at the idea of parting with her, and the idea was 
perforce abandoned. A Camarilla to a Spanish 
Queen is as indispensable as her fan. Intrigue is her 
oxygen. The Princess of Ursins, however, subse- 
quently retired to Rome, and Porto Carrero became 
Grand Inquisitor. The Duke de Grammont, a polished 
Frenchman, replaced the Princess in the Queen^s 
favour; the Duke of Berwick, one of our exiled 
James the Second'*s followers into France, having 
failed to please her, notwithstanding her high esteem 
for his character. " Why, then,'' said Marshal Tess^ 
'* did you get him recalled I'" " He was a great, dry 
devil of an Englishman,'' replied the Queen, *^ who 
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alwajs went Btraight beiore him !^ Suob a num mB 
indeed not fitted to shine in a Spanish Camarilla. 

The Duke de Grammont soon lost his influenoe, 
and retired from Spain, the Prineess of Ursins being 
recalled and restored as first favourite. Through the 
pbts of the new Camarilla, the Marquis de L^anez, 
a man of the highest iat^rity, was banished fmd died 
in exile. Barcelona was taken from Spain by the 
allied troops, but the valour and generosity of a Bri- 
tish general, the Earl of Peterborough, greatly altered 
the views of the Spanish people towards England; he 
stayed the plunder of the German invaders and of the 
Baroelooese themselves, and reseued from their hands 
a high court lady, the Duchess of Popoli, whom they 
-were on the point of ravishing. 

The troops of England and of Portugal occupied 
Madrid, and a third of them were lost by debauchery; 
but the military skill of the before discarded Duke of 
Berwick, an Englishman guiding the troops of France, 
restored the monarch to hia capitaL The CamariUa 
was no sooner re-installed, than it proceeded to ''feed 
fat its ancient grudge." The Duke of Infantado, 
the Patriaririi of the Indies, the Inquisitor General, 
and the Count de Lemoa, were thrown into prison, 
and the palace of the Duke de Naj^ta and the 
CountB' Qropesa, Uaaro, and Galvez, w«re plundered 
oi all their contents, and the property of their owners 
oonfiseated to the crown. 

The ne&t exploit of the Camarilla was to accuse 
the Prime Minister, the Duks of Medina Celi^ of 
divulgingjtecrets of state, and other trun^ery chargies, 
n^fon which he was thrown into priscm, where he died 
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the foUowiiig yeftr, having been condemned to death 
upon Camarilla evidence, and not beheaded through 
the extraordinary clemency of Philip. In retribution 
for this act of Camarilla justice, Madrid whjr occupied 
a second time by the allied troops shortly after, but 
recovered by the gallantry of the Duke de Venddme; 
and the peace of Utrecht, while it excluded the Spa- 
nish rule from the Low Countries, confirmed to it all 
its other dominions. But here took place an amusing 
instance of Camarilla insolence. 

The Princess of Ursins^ ambition, after playing so 
long with sovereigns like nine-pins, aspired for her- 
self to sovereign rank, and she had the modesty to 
forward to the Congress assembled at Utrecht, through 
the King, over whom her influence was excessive, a 
modest proposition for creating a portion of the Low 
Countries into an independent State, of which she 
was to be the ruler — ^her title being the same a» that 
of Sancho to the government of Barataria, a very 
strong ambition. Her claim expired amidst the ridi- 
cule of the Hague, Vienna, and London, and the 
indignant murmurs of the Spanish people. 

The Queen died» and the Princess of Ursine is said 
to have entirely consoled the King for her loss. 
This paslting Camarera Mayor was now animated 
by iim hope of succeeding her royal mistress on the 
throne. She had the power, and more than the 
pride of a- Queen ; all that she wanted was the name. 
-Though she had buried two husbands, she still had 
good looks, had talaats of the highest order, and 
waa backed by a po^verful party. But her project 
w«s dariidd by: uneixpeeted events. 
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An Italian priest, named Alberoni, the son of a 
poor labourer of Placentia, raised himself to the post 
of Envoy from the Duke of Parma to the Court of 
Madrid, wormed lumself into the Princess's confi- 
dence, and persuaded her that the course of true 
policy was to persuade the King to marry the Duke 
of Parma's daughter, Isabella Fameza, whose cha- 
racter he represented as that of a weak and simple 
woman, whom the Princess could easily dominate. 

Finding Castilian prejudices unalterably opposed 
to herself mounting the throne, the Princess took the 
bait, obtained the Kings's consent to the marriage, 
and persuaded herself that she was about to reign in 
the name of another. Alberoni was despatched to 
solicit the hand of his mistress, and no sooner had he 
left Madrid, than the Princess of Ursins learned how 
grossly she had been deceived, and, that her future 
Queen was a proud and enterprising woman, endowed 
with superior genius. She sought to break off the 
negotiations, but the marriage was already concluded 
by proxy. 

The Princess ended her days an exile from the 
country which she had governed fourteen years with 
almost absolute authority. Alberoni received the 
title of Count and the post of Prime Minister, to 
which he added that of director of the new Queen^s 
Camarilla. The Pope shortly afterwards made him 
a cardinal. His bold policy, and ill-regulated schemes 
of grand ambition, raised all the potentates of Europe 
in arms against Spain, from whose soil he was, ere 
long, expelled in disgrace, his carriage being attacked 
on the road by brigands set on by his enemies ; one 
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of his domestics killed, and himself forced to continue 
his journey in disguise, and on foot. Philip lapsed 
into gloomy bigotry, and shut up in San Ildefonso, 
prayed and fasted with equal fervour. 

His confessor. Father D'Aubenton, kept his con- 
science on the rack, and Jews and so-called heretics 
at the stake; the Camarilla was now strictly monkish, 
and its intrigues terminated in autos-da-fS, This 
Jesuit happily died, and Philip^ persuaded that it 
was for the salvation of his soul, abdicated in favour 
of his eldest son, caricaturing the retirement of 
Charles V . to the monastery of St. Just ; but taking 
care to solace his retirement with a pension of a 
million of crowns, in addition to the immense sums 
which he had caused to be transported to his retreat. 

Louis the First, sumamed the " Well-beloved,'' 
was the mildest and most benevolent of kings, and 
illustrated his liscent to the throne by an auto-da-fe 
of peculiar brilliancy, in which five wretches perished 
at the stake in the presence of the monarch and his 
court. The character of his queen was of peculiar 
lightness and gaiety, and her Camarilla was composed 
of a number of demireps, whose manners were formed 
in the profligate court of the Regent Duke of Orleans. 
The queen was ordered to keep within bounds, her 
French dames were sent out of the country, and her 
Camarera Mayor and chief of Camarilla was now the 
Countess Altamira. This lady had only time to 
embroil the courts of France and Spain, for the 
young king died of small-pox in the first year of his 
.reign, and the nineteenth of his age. 

Philip re-ascended the throne, not, however, till 
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hk monkiah OitiErHla refbaed him tbe eommiaiioa, 
imlesa he took the atep whioh would re-establish their 
influence. He immediately ohoee a new foreign 
favourite, a Dutchman, named Ripperda, who had 
no salient quality but ambition; yet Philip made 
him a duke and a grande of Spain, which he ruled 
with absolute power and incapacity. The moment 
he arrived in Spain he renounced Protestantism, 
which was his great recommendation to the super- 
stitious sovereign; but his administration was so 
ignorant and so utterly detestable, that it would not 
do even for Philip, who at last ordered him to be 
arrested. Ripperda took refuge in the hotel of the 
British Ambasador, from whence he was torn by 
the people, and immured in the tower of Segovia. 
He escaped from an impending impeachment to the 
coast of Africa, where he again changed his reUgion 
— say rather his profession of faith — and was taken 
into the service of the Sultan of Morocco. He left 
Holland a Protestant envoy, left Spain a Catholic 
and a grande, and died in Africa a Mohammedan 
and a pasha. In the latter period of this troubled 
and inglorious reign, Isabella of Parma governed in 
the name of her consort ; and while she and her 
Camarilla regulated affiiirs of state, the King regu- 
lated the fasts and religious processions. 

Ferdinand VI. had for his consort a princess of 
Portugal, whose chief of Camarilla was the celebrated 
Italian singer, Farinelli, while the King^s wretched 
asceticism threw him so completely into the bands of 
his confessor, that he was induced to send away his 
Queen, and was on the point of retiring into a ck)is- 
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ter, when FsrinelirB voice hired htm baok to the 
world. .£njoynig the Queen^s f«Toar in the highest 
degree, this artist, by dint of hie exquisite trills, and 
of snbstantial payments of British gold, persoaded the 
Qneen to persuade the «asy Ferdinand to observer 
poUey of strict neutrality in the terrible European 
contests which preceded the peace of Aix-la-Ohapelle, 
though the interests of Spain were directly involved. 
This prince was likewise induced by the monks and 
inquisitors who formed his Gamarilla, to expel the 
Moors by frequent proscriptions, the effect of which 
policy was the depopulation of large tracts in the 
southern part of the kingdom, and the result, famine. 
Of a gloomy disposition like his father, the loss of his 
Queen reduced him to such melancholy, that he shut 
himself up in a room at Villa- Viciosa, and starved 
himBelf to death. 

Carlos III. was less under the influence of Cama- 
rillas than any of his immediate predecessors ; but he 
had the inconvenient mania of never withdrawing his 
confidence from a minister once appointed, no matter 
how gross his incapacity or how repeated his failures. 
Notwithstanding his relentless extermination of the 
Jesuits, which appears to have been almost entirely 
a money transaction, Carlos was so influenced by 
superstitious scruples, and in such entire subjection 
to the monkish Camarilla, of tdiich his confessor was 
at the head, that it was with the utmost difBculty his 
minister Grimaldi could persuade him to apply a 
portion of the revenues arising'from the temporarily 
vacant episcopal sees to the patriotic and admirable 
work of encouraging the societies established under 



Digitized by 



Google 



144 THB CAMARILLAS OF SPAIN. 

the name of ^^ Amigos del Pais,* for the maintenaiice 
of the arts, agriculture, and industry. His clerical 
Camarilla likewise inyolyed him in the disgrace of 
first fanfaronading in the Gazette how all Christen- 
dom should see his mode of dealing with the Algerine 
infidels, and subsequently failing in two expeditions 
nndertaken against that regency, and purchasing an 
inglorious peace for fourteen millions of reals. 

In the reign of Carlos IV., the Camarilla was 
especially infamous, and presided over by Codoy, 
Prince of the Peace, who sacrificed the interests of 
his country to those of the successive governments 
which rose in revolutionary France, and particularly 
to Napoleon, both before and after the establishment 
of the Empire. Godoy^s intrigues caused the Prince 
of the Asturias, the future Ferdinand VII., to be 
removed in disgrace from the court, and he was as 
much hated by the people as the Infante then was 
loved. He took the title of *' Highness,'' and was 
said to have aspired to the throne. He permitted 
Junot uninterruptedly to traverse the kingdom, and 
take possession of Portugal without striking a blow. 

The consequence of this base policy was of course 
the conquest of Spain. The indignant M^drilenos 
invested the palace of Aranjuez, and called for the 
traitor Godoy, who, with all his other malversations, 
was believed to have even defiled his Sovereign's bed. 
Godoy was found concealed in a garret, the people 
beat him almost to death, but his life was spared ; 
and he retired into France with the royal family, to 
re-appear in Spain to-day after an absence of nearly 
half a century. During eighteen years that Godoy 
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was chief of the Camarilla, he appropriated to his own 
use the domains of the Crown, and the treasures of 
private individuals, and alienated for ever to France 
the islands of Trinidad and St. Domingo. 

All living Europe is aware of the enormities of the 
Camarilla of Ferdinand VII., with the restored In- 
quisition and Calomarde's police at its bidding, and 
martyred Liberals in hundreds hanged or loaded with 
irons, with scarcely the form of a trial, and without 
even the form of evidence— a reign illustrated by the 
dropping asunder of the mightiest of colonial empires, 
while the Sovereign was embroidering petticoats for 
the Virgin ; and in which men were proscribed for 
their love of constitutional liberty, who had been the 
loudest to cry during the War of Independence — 
" Veneer o morir por la patria y por Fernando Sepiimo r 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

THB ACTUAL QAMABILLA. 

Thv Madrid Cam&riOa ib at preeent eompooed of 
flix indmduais — Nanraex, the MarqueBas de Saoia 
Cms and de Valverde, ike Duke de OMima, Jmm 
DoBOfio Cortes, and a biwtliiig member of the Senate, 
named Cahret. The leaduig Bpirite are the militaKy 
Dictator of Spain, and the not less daring Marqneia 
de Santa Qrus ; all aore faithful adherents of Gristma, 
extreme Mederadoe in their pdkics, and strongly 
tinged with Abeohitism, though most hostile to the 
dynastic claims of Don Carlos. They are perhaps 
not unfavourably disposed towards the union of 
Queen Isabel with the son of that fugitive prince, 
which would reconcile their professed Moderado prin- 
ciples with their covert leaning towards despotism; 
but in everything relating to the marriage question 
they take their cue from the Tuileries. 

The two Marquesas are endued with a spirit of 
intrigue worthy of their male associates; and the 
lengths to which they will proceed in the furtheranoe 
of their designs are apparent from what they have 
lately done. While Oldzaga was preceptor, and 
Arguelles previously was guardian to the Queen, 
these women with difficulty muffled their vexation at 
the faint and divided influence which they were able 
to exercise over the royal girl ; but the moment her 
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majority was deelared, iheir ielfiih zeal ran riot, and 
they at once asserted their pretension to an undispiiied 
control oyer the future destinies of Spain. Lopez^ 
unwilling to be their puf^t, was their first Tictim. 
CHozaga, determined to abridge their power, and, if 
needful, expel them from the palace, was tiieir next. 
He was distinctly sounded more than once, but found 
inflexible in his vesolve to govern through the Pro- 
gresistas. He was sounded again, again found unal- 
^ terable, and his ruin was then determined. 

Every devilish and waspish means of making his 
access to the pakce uncomfortable was resorted to. 
He never had an audience of the Queen that the 
Marquesas of the Camarilla were not hovering close 
and around him, listening upon oceasidi, orerhearing 
all the conversation, ready to report it to Narvaez, 
and to poison the young Queen's mind with their own 
didbonest conmients the moment her Prime Minister 
withdrew. Wl^n Olozaga at last began to take 
vigorous measures to counteract them they {dl into 
the rdie of eavesdroppers, and the Minister heovd the 
rastle of their satins, and saw their prying heads 
through the chinks of the ill-shut door. Then it was 
that be afforded some diadow of pretext (a faint 
diadow, undoubtedly) for the charge which was sub- 
sequently made, by rising ddiberately and dosing the 
door. He never bolted it, never seized the Queen by 
Ute wrist, nor offered viol^tce, nor was wanting in 
lojral duty. But he mortally wounded this brace of 
hidalgas by detecting them in their chambermaid 
meanness ; and if the rage of one ^fmmimi /krenaV 
l2 
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is SO terrible, what may be the vengeance of two 
combined ! 

The charge which followed — ^base and infamous as 
it was — was no unnatural consequence within the 
precincts of a Spanish Court. The Queen was far 
from being innocent in supporting it by her solemn 
attestation ; but her childish capacity, distorted by 
whispering intriguers, was imposed on, perhaps, by 
the exaggerated importance which the two Marquesas 
attached to the fact of Oldzaga^s rising to shut the 
door, and she was easily persuaded that he had inso- 
lently bolted it as well. BeUeving thus much, she 
readily became indignant, under- estimated the im- 
portance of Sb hiffhly-cobured ^thtementy and hesitated 
at no consequences. She was coaxed into a charge 
of lesa moffestady and the minister's head might have 
rolled upon the scaffold. 

The Queen smiled on him, and gave him sweet- 
meats for his daughter, at parting ; and next day 
she swore — ^yes, it was substantially an oath — ^that he 
had puUed her about like a drab, bolted all the doors, 
squeezed her wrist, and grasped her hand, and con- 
strained her by force to sign the document ! 

And now the ball was opened. So glory be ^ven 
to the Camarilla ^nd to the indisputable superiority 
of the " Bedchamber Women " of Spain over those 
of stupid England. 

The formation of Camarillas is a mystery, as their 
deeds are deeds of darkness. An impenetrable cloud 
is over their origin, and all their after-movements are 
occult. Their intercourse with the Crown is illicit^ 
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ibeir action on the nation^s destinies is a crime ; they 
are compelled to work in secret by the force of an 
involmitary shame. Creeping, grovelling, and insi- 
dious, inured to baseness, and accomplished only in 
the art« of cunning, the Camarilla burrows into the 
palace like a rat, to emerge a thundering charger* 
It does not enter boldly by the door, but wriggles 
through the narrowest hole it can find. It crawls in 
upon all-fours like a dwarf, and comes forth an armed 
giant. 

Queen Isabel's Camarilla was brought to Madrid 
by an amnesty, and its generous nature immediately 
proceeded to undermine the party by which the boon 
was accorded. The miserable affair of the dinner to 
which Olozaga's ministry were invited, and found the 
doors of the palace shut in their faces, was a strikingly 
diaracteristic incident. The Queen asks her Minis- 
ters to dine, but the Camarilla does not choose that 
they shall dine. The rascally servants do not obey 
their mistress^ or if they do obey her, and a dinner 
is prepared, they insult her invited guests by telling 
them that there is no dinner. They meddle with 
affairs which do not concern them ; they are insolent, 
faithless, tricky, and dishonest, and deserve to be 
turned into the street. 

But the Palace Junta strikes unseen, and the 
wounds which it inflicts are irreparable. No consti- 
tutional defences are proof against its blows. Its 
seignorial powers are of life and death ; wherever its 
vengeance falls, it slays. The thunder-bolt is pre- 
ceded by the lightning-flash, but there is nothing to 
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herald the coming of the Camarilla's wrath. It is a 
reproduction of the spirit and forms of the Hdy 
Office, and works in subterraneous silence ; its fires, 
Vke the hidden volcano, are matured in sightless 
caverns, and explode, in instantaneous destruction. 
Like the tnink of the elephant, it picks up the merest 
trifle as nimbly as larger objects ; and is punctiliously 
ceremonial, as well as super-scrupulously religions; 

for^*— 

^ En Espana no hay ladron 
Que no teng» su devocion :" 

*^Ifi Spain there is not a rogue who has not his 
special devotion!^ A great alarm was created 
amongst them by Olozaga's audacity in giving the 
Queen his arm at a diplomatic dinner. The polite 
and considerate ofience was ^ronaanood lise-majeste /' 
and shortly after was revived the old court fashion 
of dukes, duchesses, marquises, and their dames, 
waiting bond fide at table, and dirtily drabbing in the 
bedchamber of a damsel of thirteen— a rapid progress 
backwards toward the days of the Philips. '^ Duchess^ 
hand me a chemise." — ^^^ Marchioness, a clean towel.'* 
— '* Baroness, the bidet." — '* Countess, find my nafl- 
brush!" 

The nucleus of the Camarilla was formed imme« 
diately after the fall of Espartero. When the Pro- 
visional Government laid hold of the reins of power,- 
Arguelles irrevocably resigned his post of guardian 
to the royal orphans, and the Duke de Bayien was 
appointed in his stead. From the Duke, on \m 
nomkialaon, it was exacted as a condition, that no. 
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appointment should be made io the palace, of at all 
aa important charaeter, without the oonsent and ap- 
proval of the GU>veniment. 

There ww a third party, however, of no ineonsi* 
derable weight, who laughed at the pompous con- 
ditions of Lopez and Caballero, and this was the 
conquering Narvaez, who resolved to be exclusive 
stage director, and managed matters so well with 
the Duke de Baylen, that within a few days Lopez 
was astounded to see numerous appointments made 
without consulting him in a single instance — ^ap- 
pointments all of an important descripti<Hi, and one 
of a lady of the Hiost ultra-Moderado principles, 
whose post required her continual presence by the 
Queen'^s side. 

Lopez did not feel himself strong enough to remon- 
strate, and the measure which he took was merely 
palliative — being the a^^pointment of 016zaga to the 
post of preceptor to the Queen, with a view to his 
neutrafising the e&ct of the {Hi^vious nomin£Uions» 
and preventing, if possible — ^but in vain*— the fbrmsr 
tion of a complete Camarilla. 

So odious is this name to Spanish ears, that no 
one dares pronoimee it openly in any public assraibly* 
The existence of the bated thing is adverted to 
merely by indirect aUusion ; and even Oldzaga, when, 
smarting uad^ the infliction of its recent malice, 
he made his explanatory spee<^ in the Cortes— did 
not call it by its name, but spoke of ^^ unconstitu- 
tional private relations, and secret influences existing 
in a certain ctrcfe,. which has its proper name in CasUr 
htm^'' — ^* It u^ proposed to me that I should arrange 
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matteiB with a certain person, who was not to form 
part of the mimstry," &c. The meaning of the word 
CamariUa is, ^' cIoBet," or, *^ Utile chamber,^ answer- 
ing precisely to the Oerman '^ Kammerlein/' allego- 
rioally applied by Komer to the scabbard of his 

sword. 

<< Ble3>* Btin im KKmmerifiin ! 
Bald, bald hd' ich dich ^.^Hunah !" 

The name '' Camarilla ^^ points indirectly to the 
Camarera Mayor, or principal lady of the palace, 
whose power is always paramount under a female 
sovereign ; it happily, therefore, designates the pre- 
sent court clique. It is likewise the name which 
schoolmasters give to the place where they correct 
their pupils ! 

Camarillas are the chronic disease and cancer of 
Peninsular governments. Their existence in consti- 
tutional dynasties is less daringly and ostentatiously 
proclaimed; but it is only the more corrupt and 
treacherous, the more odious, base, and profligate. 
This canonising of a cheat and enthroning of a lie, 
this placing of the burning coals of falsehood upon 
the lips of a royal girl, and exalting of the polluted 
thing to the crest of a circling diadem, was but a 
gust blown into the outer world from the tainted 
atmosphere of Peninsular courts — a sample of their 
nature ! Absolutism had its disadvantages — ^the ca- 
prices of an idiot might enchain a nation's will — the 
violence of a madman might urge it on to ruin. El 
rey es Uy^ *^ The king is law," was a terrible and 
humiliating sentence. But representative govern- 
ments have sometimes greater inconveniences amongst 



Digitized by 



Google 



THB ACVVAL CAMABII.LA. 153 

a people too unenlightened to control their oourts* and 
make sovereigns bow before that public opinion, which 
is indeed the Queen of the World. In Spain there 
are two governments, one ostensible and responsible, 
the other hidden and irresponsible ; one in front of 
the Parliament, the other behind the Throne ; one 
preparing laws, the other obstacles and impediments ; 
one submitting measures, the other intriguing for its 
downfall — ^the Ministry and the Camarilla. 

But let the latter pause and tremble in its mad 
career. Swift and terrible is the rising passion of a 
southern people. The rending asunder of Quesada, 
of the Governor of Cadiz, of the hundred victims of 
Barcelona and Valencia, are fearful proofs of the 
sudden waking and destructiveness of their ven- 
geance ; but what were these to that horrible massacre 
of the friars in 1834, when the appearance of a mor* 
tal epidemic gave currency to the ignorant rumour 
that the waters of Madrid were poisoned^ and scores 
of miserable victims were slain at the foot of their 
altars — slain by a Christian people, who, at other 
times, before they were maddened by the passion of 
fear^ were ready to kiss the hem of the garments of 
the now accused religiosos: such a mystery is the 
heart of man, compounded of the lamb and tiger ! 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 

THX BSFEBSBNTAHYB CHAMBBBa.-HBK]ETGHBS OF PABTT 
LBADSR8. 

Under the Constitution of ISS?, the name, tc^ther 
with the ancient institntion of the C6rtes, was abo- 
liahed ; and to gratify the semi-republican tendencies 
of the ExaltadoBy the designation and some of the 
forms of the new legisbtiTe assembly were borrowed 
from the United States of America, The Chamber 
of Peers was called a Saiate, the Chamber of Deputies 
a Congress. This nomenclature originated partly in 
error. In America it is not either Chamber that 
is called a Congress, but the union of both. The 
Spanish reformers meant to have oalled the low^r 
Chamber, like the Americans, their House of Repre- 
sentatives, but mistook. They called their spade a 
shovel, but the original name survives. The elective 
principle applied to both Chambers, destroys the 
system of balances and adjustments, whidh makes an 
Upper Chamber valuabk. Instead of two separate 
heads and tongues, it is like two tongues wagging 
in the same mouth, with a surplus of noise to the 
same tune; or like an enormous bell with two 
clappers. 

It was a bad but happily an impracticable thing to 
do away with the time-honoured name of the Cortes 
of Spain! Spanish constitution-mongering in the 
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old and new world has been a long series of ^^ fantas- 
tie tricks,^ ever since the Gonstitiient Cortes, whiek 
assembled at Cadiz in 1812, decreed that ^^ we pro- 
claim, sanction, and legaUse the One» Holy, Roman, 
Catholic, and Apostolic Church, and no other^ on the 
Spanish soil." There is here a smell of burnt flesh ; 
and yet these men were for the most part republicans ! 

There are occasions, howerer, when the name of 
Congress is not inapplicable to the Spanish repre- 
sentatiye Chambers, as at present constituted. In acts 
of great importance and sdemnity, both Chambefs 
become amalgamated, combining in one grand repre- 
sentation of the national will, and deciding by a joint 
vote of the majority of tiie two Houses, whose sepa- 
rate individualities are for the time lost and forgotten 
— ^a peculiarity to be witnessed only in Spain. 

This is indeed a Congress. Queen IsabePs 
majority was carried thus. But the plan is more 
fanciful than deserving of imitation. In one respect 
the Spanish Congress perfectly resemUes the Congress 
of the United States ; I mean in the length of the 
speeches. Upon remarkable occasions, it is quite 
common for the orations of the leading men to be 
adjourned from day to day, as with the Transatiantic 
statesmen ; and on the late palace afiair, 016zaga, De 
la Rosa, Lopez, Murillo, and Cortina, spoke each at 
least two days. 

The incredible subserviency of the Deputies to the 
Cromwellian dictatorship of Narvaez was made 
manifest in the permission which the Chamber ac- 
corded by a large majority to Narvaez'^s war-minister 
to proceed before the military tribunal against one of 
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its own members, Senor Mateo y Calvo, charged with 
having conspired to assassinate the Captain-General. 
Calvo was not a military man — unamenable therefore 
to a court-martial; and the rights of the civil 
tribunals and prerogatives of the Chamber of Deputies 
were both outrageously violated. That compromise 
was the prelude to more scandalous proceedings, and 
the Chamber, first submitting to be gagged, was next 
deliberately strangled. 

The constitution of the Senate as existing until 
the recent reform was a sort of hybrid creation. It 
was compounded of royal nomination and popular 
election, one-third going out by rotation, and being 
subject to re-election, at every period when the 
Chamber of Deputies was renewed. It thus endea- 
voured to amalgamate democracy with dependence 
on the crown, and the result was, that it was neither 
flesh nor fowl, and had no real influence in the State. 
When quiet is restored, and organisation has pro- 
ceeded a certain length, attempts will probably be 
made to establish an hereditary peerage, with entails 
of 60,000 reals (600/.) a-year in families possessed of 
real property. This project has been spoken of at 
the Casino club of Madrid, and an observation of the 
minister Rosa, in the late debate on the recon- 
atruction of the Senate, points very clearly to this 
result. A few of the bishops have been usually 
elected members of the Senate. When vacancies 
arose in the general body, the people returned three 
names, from which the crown selected one. By the 
Reform just voted, the principle of Royal nomina- 
tion is applied to the whole body of the Senate, and 
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the ntimber is henceforth unlimited. The members are 
all appointed for life, with a high property qualifica- 
tion for Spain. The bishops are admissible as 
members. A proposition to confer this status upon 
the grandes without nomination was almost unani- 
mously rejected. The property qualification is an 
income of 30,000 reals, or 300Z. a-year; and for 
titled nobility twice that amount^ without the other 
requisites assigned for ordinary cases of having been 
thrice returned as Deputies, or an equivalent poli- 
tical status. 

The Spanish are very eloquent in their represen- 
tative Chambers — ^very fluent at least, impassioned, 
and bombastic. Beyond the precincts of Congress, 
one seldom hears a public speech : conversation, the 
tertulia, the caf^, absorb the electricity of the poli- 
tical masses, and the eloquence of popular assemblies 
outside the Cortes is unknown. I speak now of 
normal conditions of society ; for at periods of ^' pro- 
nouncement/' when every village arrogates to itself 
unlimited sovereign power, there is talk enough in 
the revolutionary Juntas. But beyond the vortex of 
anarchy and rebellion, the public meeting — that 
magnificent institution, as sacred to liberty as trial 
by jury and habeas corpus, — is as unknown here as 
in France. 

The principle of public meeting is the safety-valve 
of a state, and had it been known and duly exercised 
in Spain, we should have heard but little of the recent 
Pronunciamientos. Strong resolutions, remonstrances 
with the Chambers, and petitions to the Crown, would 
have been their constitutional and equally effectual 
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flabrtitste; and the pariiimentiury tMitile,8treB^tbaied 
by these aUiefl, and backed by the legitimate preasttre 
from withoaiy wonld have cupeneded the horrid bom- 
bardmente, the marchiag and oomitennarchiDg of 
troops, the frequent demoraliflation, and the dii- 
graoefol ciMoparomieefl whidi will be long unhaf^ily 
remembered. The nies of a Padiament are not yet 
understood in Spain, nor the irreflistible power of a 
confitittttional oi^KNution, without needkas appeals to 
arms. 

The number of Deputies is 241, and of Senators 
14fi. The expenses of the Houses of Senat<»8 and 
D^nties are set down in the estimates for 1844 at 
979,620 reals, or about 10,000/. In Spain they pay 
their repres^itatiyes. In addition to the 241 noting 
Deputies^ the eketors hitherto named 134 supplemoi- 
tavy ones. The Deputies were dected for iiaee 
years, and the SenaicHrs for nine. By the late Con- 
stitutional Beform the Deputies are to be henoeforth 
elected for five years. The qualification (or Deputies 
has been fixed at the very stringent point, for Spain, 
of 10,000 reals of income derived from land* The 
entire deetoral system is ehai^ed by the new law, as 
will be found in detail in a subsequent chapter. 

By the R^ormed Constitution, Ministers are ex- 
empted from the necessity of being re-eleeted, on 
receiving their aj^intment. The oratorical talent 
arrayed in the present Congress is sueh as no Legis- 
lative Chamber in Europe might be ashamed of ; it 
comprises the following defMities : — Lopez, CM6zaga, 
De la Rosa, Cortina, laturiz. Bravo Murillo, Mados, 
Posada, Gonzal^ Bravo,^ Cantero, Donoso Cortes, 
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Aloaso^ Gkmialez, Caatio y Oroaoo, Aleon, Sariorhw, 
Bioea de Togores^ GabaUera, Garrasco. It is smgnlar 
-mbsA a xrambor of great hurtoricai or celebrated Dames 
are to be foood in the list of actual Spanish Deputies. 
The list comprises the following: — Gid, Gonzalez, 
Rodriguez, Gort^, Sa2S?edra (GervaBtes), Mm^lo, 
Cano, Herrera, Vela»<piez, Galderon^ Lope (z), Zara- 
goza, Alva, Ramirez, Snarez, Espafia, Alooso, Nnfiez, 
Alvarez. And to wind np the catalogue, I find 
the names of both Doa Quixote and Sancho in the 
Deputies ; Gomez Sanoho^ and Qoixada, which latter 
name Gervantes declares in his opmiing chapter to be 
aTariati<m in the spelling of his heroes patronymic. 

Don Joaquin Maria Lopez is pre-eminently the 
do^ent popular orator of the Spanish Ghambers. 
His ancient democratic habits have never deserted 
him ; and even in power he is more of the tribune 
l^an the minister. The violent outrages on the 
Constitution, ^diich marked the career of the Pre- 
viaional Govenmient, are not to be charged so much 
on him as on the necessities of his position, the 
requisitions of certain of his colleagues, and the 
irreq>onsiUe military authority, backed by 50,000 
bayonets, at his elbow. Spain is not England ; and 
had Lopez not dismissed constituted bodies by the 
dozen, and held reasons of state more cogent than 
the letter of the law, he could not have stood for an 
hour against the unscrupulous intrigues which from 
every side assailed him. Let the fall of Oldzaga^ 
attestmg thdr infernal coil and constrictor power, be 
the test of Lopez^ etear^sightedness. 

Though fiercely democratic in all his opinions, and 
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though his hand has strongly helped to strip the Church | 

and Aristocracy of their loaded wealth and privileges^ 
if there is one quality for which he is more remarkable 
than another, it is his chivalrous loyalty to the crown. 
Yet in the affair of Oldzaga he took the decided part 
which befitted his character. His parliamentary 
oratory is of a more brilliant class than that of any 
member of the British senate — I will not say that it 
is of a higher order. Its fault is, that it is too ornate. 
It reminds you of the perpetual glitter, and some- 
times palling richness, of Curran and the old Irish 
school. The vocation of Lopez was to be a poet. 
His imagination is perhaps the most fervid in Europe. 
Some of his flights are of extraordinary beauty. The 
only drawback is, that you sometimes doubt his 
sincerity. 

Senor Lopez is the most eminent member of the 
Spanish Foro ; and I speak from a tolerable know- 
ledge of the English and French bars when I say, that 
no bar in Europe possesses so brilliant an advocate. 
He is at times extremely elaborate — ^but the art is 
not obtrusive, and the dazzling glitter is often quite 
overpowering. His eloquence is not formed, like 
that of Olozaga, on any classical model, but is as 
original as the style of Victor Hugo. When Lopez 
gave up the Provisional Government, on proceeding 
to re-open his advocators box he tapped his head in 
the Chamber and said, '^ Behold the patrimony of my 
children!" 

This statement and significant gesture were both 
full of meaning. He has a very numerous family, and 
provides for them entirely by his professional exer- 
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tions. It is a most creditable distinction in Spain, 
where office is sought almost exclusively for its emolu-* 
ments, that Lopez has been at three different times a 
minister of the crown, and retired thrice from that 
government, of which he was always the most influ- 
ential member^ without any permanent office, or title, 
or decoration ; without a cross or a riband to display 
upon his breast, in a country where these favours are 
most extensively distributed. Even from the premier- 
ship of the Provisional Government, by which high 
titles and orders were lavishly disseminated amongst 
the leading instruments of a successful national move- 
ment, and from the side of a Queen whose majority 
had been just proclaimed, he withdrew to private life 
in a strictly private capacity, without a charge upon 
the pension-list for himself or any of his connections, 
without an inscription in the court-list or a real of the 
public money. Five hundred different lucrative and 
permanent offices were at his disposal, but he pre- 
ferred a practising lawyer's independence. 

Don Francisco Martinez de la Rosa may be said 
to be the personification of the Moderado party, of 
which he is by far the most illustrious member. His 
high literary reputation — his well-established Euro- 
pean fame, make all Spaniards proud of him, and his 
is the rare fortune to have soared above the reach of 
jealousies. His excellent and classical tragedies dis- 
play the same qualities of mind which shine in his 
parliamentary oratory — refined and severe taste, lucid 
and methodical arrangement, great clearness of state- 
ment, weU-chosen, not redundant, ornaments, occa- 
sional but most felicitous illustration. 

YOL. I. M 
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Hia Qniiieat ohftracterisdc U corcMtBeac ;**K^0IfQeb- 
noBS ia hw vieNnH-<90EreetneBB in hiB kngunge— ksm:- 
rc»tU688 ia hw life-«-con#cUiei8 in his deportmeDt; 
and hia eloqpance haa bat one fault — that it i« too 
daborately correct. He is, lunaastakeablyi an hooour- 
aUe maa and gentleman; and these qualities, not 
over-abundant amongst those who surround him, ace 
the more beneficial to his personal influenee, beeauae 
the more oonspiouous. He is a good kgician, and he 
is likewise an accomplished sophist ; preferrmg the 
former weapons when the case will admit of his using 
them, but not despising the latter when he is hard 
pressed. Surrounded by such an atmosph^e— ex- 
posed to such unscrupulous assaults — it is hard to 
forego even equivocal means of triumph : it were idle 
to look for a perfect man in Spain. Martinez de la 
Bosa is a native of Granada, and another proof that 
the most brilliant geniuses of Spain and France aire 
from the south. He is one of the representatives of 
Madrid. Moderado principles receive great encou- 
ragement in the south from the fact that Martinez de 
la Rosa^ the head of the party^ is one of its iUustrions 
sons. The brilliant and chivalrous history of his own 
Iliberian kingdom* — 

« £1 IBM biOvniOBO qne «1 sol ahimfaiB,'' 

(The loveliest that the sun enlightens) as a Gram^ 
dine poet mpst truly declares it — has been weB 
illustrated by De la Rosa ; who has sung the exploits 
of its most distinguished warrior, and thrown much 
light upon its antiquities, in his novel of '^ Isabel de 

* The aDcwat name pf GnoftdA. 
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ScJis.'^ Tsturiz, Best in importance &s a Moderado 
leader, is also from the south, being a native of Cadi;; 
which was likewise the bfrthplace of Mend!zabal. 

Don Manuel Cortina, the parliamentary leader of 
the less ^^ exalted ^^ Progresistas, is a man of great 
t»ct and sagacity, of grave and mature judgment, 
of powerful argumentative eloquence. He has been 
extremely steady and consistent as a politician ; more 
firm than decorative, more logical than brilliant, he is 
vnthal a very pleasing speaker ; in exposition most 
<4ear and masterly; aad has more, perhaps, than 
any other, secured and retained the confidence of the 
bulk of the nation. Seiior Cortina is likewise a native 
of the South, and represents the province of Seville 
in the Congress. Don Manuel Cantero, another very 
prominent leader of the same party, is one of the 
representatives of Madrid. The leading men are 
invariably returned for two or more provinces, and 
make election of whichever they please ; for the most 
part preferring those of which they are natives, or 
with which ihej are allied by close political relations. 
The rich Marqtiis d© Casa-Irujo represents Cordova, 
wliere he has: much property; and the aristocratic 
radical) Count de las Navas, who plagues successive 
ministries whh exaggerated interpeladones^ is a native 
of Andalucia but a representative of Salamanca. 

It was well said by Cortina, in the affair of Olozaga, 
that the question was not between an individual and 
the Sovereign, but between Dona Isabel and the 
Constitutional Queen of Spain. Cortina is an active 
bright-eyed little man, and is commonly called El 
Sevillanito^ or " the little Sevillian." 
m2 
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The leader of the Kepublican party in the 0>n- 
grefls is Sefior Aiguals de Izoo, a large-bearded, wide- 
breechesed man, something like our own Muntz in 
appearance and politics. His tone of voice, however, 
IS more sepulchral, more Kke that of a true Capu- 
ohino, or Franciscan &iar of the most rigid school. 
I b^eve much of Izco's gravity to be affected, and 
his general manner assumed, by way of attracting 
personal notice, and selling the journal GuindiUa^ of 
which he is editor and proprietor. He represents the 
extreme Left, as Cortina represents that part of it 
which is next the Centre, or Young Spain. 

This latter party consists of about thirty Mode- 
rados and twenty Progresistas, for the most part 
young men, who stick marvellously well together, and 
hold in their hands the balance of the C6rtes. They 
look on while the older members of the assembly 
contend, pronouncing judgment, and reversing the 
order of the world by which the old passed sentence 
on the young. That their vigorous and flaming 
ardour should have superseded the ancient Moderados 
as it did for a time, and then lapsed into impotence, 
is just what might have been expected ; and to make 
good the general system, the head of this party was 
a premier, and late an editor — the sarcastic man of 
the Guiriffay, 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

GONZALEZ BBAYO AND HIS MINISTRY. 

Don Luis Gonzalez Bbavo, the late Spanish pre- 
mier, is a person of singular conceit and vanity, which 
he shows in his countenance, air, and movements. 
He has the affectation of figuring as a great cha- 
racter, and throws himself into very theatrical atti- 
tudes in the Congress, talking loud, while far abler 
men are addressing the House, to his partisans around 
him, and perpetually showing off as a leader. He is 
foppish in his person, cherishing his locks with great 
care, and endeavouring, by his rapid turns of body 
and remarkable gestures, to impress observers with a 
notion of his immense vivacity and quickness. 

Though in appearance diminutive and contemptible, 
his countenance is gloomy and treacherous, with a 
bad skin and cadaverous aspect. His diplomatic 
career is quite in character with the man — a com- 
pound of vanity, malice, and absurdity. His box at 
the Opera of San Carlos is the laughing-stock of 
Lisbon, its exterior being gaudily hung with staring 
silks and velvets, while no other box in the entire 
theatre has the slightest outward decoration. His 
eloquence, which must be admitted to be effective at 
times, is indebted to his self-sufficiency and impetuous 
vehemence for its buoyancy. You may look for all 
that passion can accomplish there, but for nothing of 
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the triumphB of reason or of wisdom. He is a great 
master of sarcasm, and so entirely unscrupulous that 
he pours forth the most tremendous and cutting invec- 
tives, with a recklessness equal to that which he dis- 
played five years back in writing down Cristina, and 
an indifference to the care of his personal reputation 
so excessive, that, during his first week as minister, 
he pocketed, without notice in any shape, the lie twice 
given him in the Chamber ! It is only in a revolit- 
tiooary country that a man of Gonzalez Brayo^s youth 
and equivocal charactw, could have aaoended to the 
post of Prime Minister. 

His elevation is likewise a proof of the influence of 
journalism in Spain, and of the sucoess of newspaper 
violence — ^another phase of revoluttonary times. His 
paper. El Guirigay^ or '^ The Slang/^ was one of the 
least scrupulous of its okss of satirioal and personal 
journals, and contributed beyond doubt, as mudi as 
the bill for the regulation of municipalities, more than 
Eepartero's ambition, and not much less than her 
unfortunate liaison^ to the expulsion of Maxia Oris- 
tina from the Spani^ soil. From a violent Exaltado- 
Progresista it was amusing, in the rapid revolution <ji 
three years, to see this young man converted into a 
decided Moderado, and raised to the premiership in 
the interest of that Begent whom he so successfully 
ruined ! It must be confessed that v^ithin those three 
years he had lelt his way very ably in the Cortes, 
acquired daily additional weighty and shone as an 
(»ator in eome of the most animated <and atniking dis- 
plays which have been witnessed of late years in that 
assembly. His satirical talents have be^i tcaosfernsd^ 
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from the <l6Bk to tiie tribune, with freeh zest and 
ffwta^ and hk impftmoned energy appears to increased 
advantage sinee the pen has been exchanged for the 
puissante propoffonde de la parole. 

These »re precisely the attributes which fascinate 
jonthful, ardent, and ambitious minds, and which con- 
ferred upon Luis Oonzalez Brabo — for thus he pre- 
fers to write the name— the command of the '* Joren 
Espana^' party. But his qualities were very speedily 
proved to be overrated ; and before he was a week in 
offioe, the world mquired with amazement how the 
premiership of Spain could be conferred on so insig- 
nificant a man. The Prime MinierfcOT, when he should 
be writing sage decrees, was scribbling scurrilous 
paragraphs : from his portfolio peeped forth old num- 
bers of ^* T7u Slanff" and his official robes could not 
hide the harlequin's jacket. ^^ Vistan me, dijo Sancho, 
como quisieren, que de cuaJquier raanera qu^ vaya 
^«stido, sere Sancho Panza ;" *' Let them dress me up 
as they wiH, however I am dressed, I will still be 
Sancho Panza.^ 

The first affair by which Don Luis Bravo became 
kiK>wn to fame, was his connexion with a very extra- 
cvdioary and peeuliar local society^ called the Partido 
dei Tmenoy or Thunder Club, a society of riotous 
young Moods, who delighted m nocturnal attacks upon 
the andienoes returning from theatres, the guests from 
tertulias, and the other street-passengers of Madrid; 
a worn phase of the mischievous disposition, pers^ 
vtered in with such mysterious pertinacity at home, 
to appropriate bell-pnUs and street-knockers. The 
0zid»0rance of southern spirits, impelled €k>nzaleK 
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Bravo and his friends to serious personal outrage, and 
in one of these scuffles he received a pistol-buUet, by 
which his life was nearly forfeited. The character of 
his father before him was likewise equivocal, or rather 
not at all equivocal, he having 'been dismissed from 
the Treasury for malversation. It is a curious cir- 
cumstance that the boisterous premier's name should 
exactly typify his roystering disposition, the patro- 
nymic Bravo signifying " wild.*' 

This jewel of prime ministers is the living imper- 
sonation and type of the prevailing Spanish vice of 
empleomania or rage for office. He has no one 
qualification for ministerial functions — ^neither know- 
ledge of history, nor of his country, nor of mankind*. 
Like the bulk of Spanish politicians, he derides the 
notion of disinterested patriotism ; and as he did not 
enter office for his country's good, the conclusion is 
irresistible that it was for his own. But impurity of 
motives is so general a failing here, that disguises 
are not even assumed. He held his portfolio for 
the squandering of places to himself, his family, and 
party. 

The office-hunters of Madrid thank their God that 
they have a country to plunder, and crawl like vermin 
over the wasted bosom of Spain. When the tide 
begins to turn, that may happily carry them into 
power, they turn conveniently with it ; and Bravo'^s 
defence of his apostacy was characteristic : — No es 
ridiculo estar para siempre el mismo ? " Isn't it ridicu- 
lous to be always the same T Principle this school 
regards as a farce, stability as a bore, adherence to 
professions as the flattest imbecility. Narvaez wanted 
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a pliant tool, and found one at hand in Bravo, who, 
driven to the wall in Gongresa by interpelackmes^ ta 
which he had not sense or discretion to reply, declared 
that ^'he would answer no more questions f^ and seems 
bom to prove how incapable a minister may be mado 
of a tolerable spouter. 

But his capacity to feather the family nest has 
been strikingly developed, for one of his earliest acts 
upon receiving his portfolio, was to appoint his wife^s 
brother, a hanger-on about the Principe Theatre, 
where the elder brother is one of the actors^ to the 
post of State-groom to the Queen ; and his father, 
dismissed lately from the Treasury by the uncom- 
promising Calatrava, for declining to furnish accounts 
when charged with malversation, to the all-powerful 
office of Under-Secretary to that same Treasury! 
He next appointed to the Diplomatic Corps — the 
palace was not enough — some of his own equivocal 
relations, and dismissed, in two days, to make room 
for his friends, one-half the political chiefs in Spain ! 

Men do not like to be governed by shoe-blacks ; 
but to be governed by unshining shoe-blacks, to be 
flayed alive by flunkies with a flunky's range of in- 
tellect^ is worse than Phalaris^ buU, and might beget 
an Agrigentine clamour. The Spaniards declared 
that their new Ministry comprised '' todos la$ inca- 
•pazes^^ — that Bravo, its worthy head, was the " ma» 
pkaro y pillo ^ in Spain, (epithets for which I refer the 
reader to the dictionary,)— -and that Mayans was 
Minister of dis-QvAce and tn- Justice. 

The incendiary rage of an Eratostratus for note* 
riety, the rash daring of a hare-brained Phaeton^ 
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were aocnrate ifpm of ikm adminifltratire tnadneBd 
of Bravo, wbo, not ooatent mith his snBpemioii of die 
legal ice^rganisatioa of tiM muxueipalitieB and national 
nilctia, with the isBiie of ad order by viack 'waM naili- 
fied the royal •decree for the x^eoogttltion of the honours 
conferred by Espartero, — proceeded like a tx^ae rene^ 
gado-Repufalicaa in a Moderado Imry tomed up 
with AbsohitiBai, to tranefor the Iispectorship of the 
national militia from a civiKan to the War Minister, 
preparatory to the disarming of l^at popular body, 
aad put forth a document entitled **' Heads of a Pro^ 
J0Ctfor the Political and Social OfyanisaHan of Spaing* 
a combination of <iownright rensuMionary plans, oon* 
oocted under the guidance of tiie CaraarUIa, amidst 
tlie grim smiles of Absolutist agents, and the stnpified 
stare of the Spanish nation. 

The heart of Don Carlos leaped with joy at 
Boiffges, and the Pope's bosom at Rome yearned 
towards these purely-tninded Apostolical agents. 
Eor ten years His Holiness had allowed the ecolesi- 
aestical aflSurs of tins eminently Cathoiie country to 
pass without active intervention, in ^contempt and 
j^iritnal iwterdiot, without recognition of its Crown, 
or its authorities, and soovnfully withholding the 
necessary bolls fixr the canonical institution of the 
bisfaopi naaned by the govemmoit. 

All the urgent sdicitations of the Queen Regent^ 
and of Espartero during his subsequent regency, were 
u&avatlbig to move or to bend tiiie mtractable tena- 
city of the Papal See. This new and unprecedefited 
zeal seemed to indicate not so much a desire to re- 
cogiuoe Isabella S^onda, as a wish to give force and 
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ciMoinagemeat %o the principlBs adopted by her 
goT^rament. OideN were dispatolied to Motudgticar 
GApnGoiBi at Lisbon, to put himself in eoBunaaioa/tian 
with the Spuiidii csipital, and Senor Castillo f Ayensa 
was sent as Pl^potentiary to Borne to negotiate an 
ararangoBiient «f those eodesiastical differences, which 
were now so much deplored. The poridon of the 
Oastilian ^rown and clergy became a source of deep 
anxiety to EUs Holiness, though the legal claims of 
Isabel to that Crown, of Cristina to that Eegency, 
w«TO never before recognised ; and the suspicion was 
assuredly encouraged that an approximation to the 
prmciples of Absolute Government was more valued 
at Rmne than legitimate rights. 

The appropriate close of this irrational year for 
Spain, and windiiig up of the affair between 016zaga 
and the Camarilla, was the summary terminatkm of 
tbe session of the C6rtes, with nothing done, and all 
debates made fruidess, by the grave, dignified, and 
coBsisteat Bravo — ^a course superior to Penelope^s 
uadoing of the web» since thus without the trouble of 
unxaveUing, the tibreads were ^it asunder ; and re^ 
markably consequential, seeing that Olozaga was 
dismissed for only threat^iing to do the iaame thing ; 
a counse, let it be added, sanctioo^ by ob^ous 
policy, since, the steed having scampered off, it was 
Ti|^ that the giiooms shodd be dismissed ; and 016- 
aaga 8 peimn being safe from dungeons, and his head 
from scaffolds, a show of Parliamentary proceedings 
was needless, as it conkl no longer bring that teirible 
naughty man into the sphere of the merciful charities 
of iKaffvaesacd the damarilhu 
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Furthermore, by this course, an unfledged Prime 
Minister was saved the unpleasant necessity of avow- 
ing that he could not answer even an ordinary ques- 
tion in the Cortes, and barring out the schoolmaster 
contributed much to the facilities which *^ Young 
Spain '^ desired for spending a mercy Christmas. 
The apples and nuts of office, set off with an abun- 
dance of the rich minced-pies of the Treasury, which 
the young gentlematfs father, as Under-Secretary, 
baked in his own oven, and stuck with stolen plums, 
furnished forth a truly agreeable repast ; and not the 
less delightful, that the chuckling stuffers, who 
crammed thereat, had so cunningly shied the puzzling 
examinations of the Cdrtes. The mummers pranced 
at Madrid, while Ametller poured his shells into 
Figueras upon the Christmas night. But Spain 
looked on with a scowling brow, and an eye that 
flashed indignation; an outraged people regarded the 
scene with contemptuous disgust, which Europe 
shared ; the Moderados, who lost their reason, and 
the Absolutists who called themselves Moderados, 
rushed madly on in their career of despotism, forcing 
a crisis by their violence, accelerating their merited 
downfall by a riotous extravagance of mischief, and 
the most tranquil spectators were swayed by a feeling 
of desperation. 

The last day of the year was made memorable by 
an act, in which Bravo, like a Lord of Misrule in the 
heat of Christmas week, usurped legislative powers, 
the Chambers being closed by his mandate, and 
issued his Decree giving force to the very law which 
caused Cristina to be expelled from the Spanish soil, 
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amidst the thunders of a revolution. On the same 
closing day of the year, the new ministers cleared out 
their offices of nearly the whole personnel of their 
respective administrations — ^fifty-four being expelled 
from the Home Office alone, as if to scatter the seeds 
of a new Revolution. Integrity, capacity, experience 
were nothing, compared with the paramount object 
of a provision for hungry retainers; public affiiirs 
were subjected to the torture of a training of tyros, 
and legions of the disaffected sent abroad to infect 
the community. Sixteen of the highest judges in 
Madrid and the Provinces were removed, and the 
bench was packed with partisans ; the Finances were 
entrusted to the keeping of eighteen new individuals, 
associates of ministerial purity ; and the logic of the 
bayonet was strengthened by the introduction of a 
number of Carlist officers to posts of confidence in 
the army. 

Even the lists of Bravo and his colleagues were not 
deemed sufficiently decided ; and when ministers pre- 
sented them to the Queen, they were set aside for 
other appointments with which Narvaez had pre- 
viously supplied her. The Iron Dictator's imperious 
will extended even to such minute regulation as 
obnoxious names of streets; and when on the same 
last day of the year, Mr. Bulwer, the new British 
Envoy, arrived in Madrid, and drove to the Embassy, 
he found the name of the street in which it is situated 
changed from the Calle del Duque de la Victoria, to 
theCaUedeAlcald! 
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CHAPTER XX. 

BABCELONA. A SPANISH ABMB-BILL. FJOUBBAg. 

Neveb was a more melancholy prospeot witnessed 
than that presented by Barcelona, when the capitula- 
tion wafi signed and ratified in November, and the 
gates thrown open to the population of Spain. To 
whatever side the eye was turned in the leading 
streets of this ancient capital, no sight coidd be 
obtained but of houses entirely or partially destroyed, 
churches and public edifices riddled with canntm-bally 
roofs thrown off and walls struck down by the destruc^ 
tive explosion of shells and grenades. In the streets 
barricades were thrown up in every direction, — ^not 
slight and flimsy structures sucdi as were hitherto 
known in the partisan warfare of cities, but oibstan- 
tial erections, constructed of solid masonry in stone 
and iime — ^a new and original device, suggested by 
the sad exigencies of Spanish domestic strife. 

It was on the central and BU>re elegant quarter of 
the town that the madness of factious uddbnce was 
especially vented ; and the rage of contendiag citizens 
burst over thfdr most precious monuments* The 
Plaza San Jaime, where the Patulea had: planted a 
battery and the JuAta of Defence held its sittings^ 
was entirely laid desolate, the Fortress a£ Mon^ukh 
having made this quarter the special aim of its shot 
and shell ; and the splendid Plaza del Palacio, the 
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most brillianli diuri«r of hoiMes^ in the cUy, and s 
EMidel of. 9ti*adi aarchitectHve^ was in mafty parts imh 
{Murably damaged, ia some onturely destroyod. The 
Egchiuige» a &ie bufldinf, waa greatly injurad^ h»ring 
boea mtruvk by 40Q cuannon balls ; and the inrasital 
stveii|(tb of the 9ivactiii!e» yiiMbk was QompoacMl 
throaghout of atone, alone preserred it from being 
laid in ruina;. while the bandaome palaee of the 
CaptainrGen^al of Cataloaia^ ia the same quarter, 
WW defalked with shot, and ready to crumble to thie 
ground. 

In every direotion were seen the traces of suceesaiT^ 
batteries thrown up by the Junta of Defence^ and 
Tigoroualy bombarded from the^ eitadel, till its occu- 
pants succeeded in effecting their destruction, and 
every fresh barricade ^ected to frustrate probable 
charges of cavalry waa the signal and aim of a heavy 
cannonade. Before the final surrender, 8000 shot and 
shell, were fired into the city — the third bombardment 
which Barcelona had su&red within twelve month»-<- 
and in this last attack by the merciful Narvaez, it 
sustained eight times the number of projectiles which 
Esparterc^ was so tased with inhumanity for discharg- 
ing against it in the previous December* 

It waa by the Cidle de. San< Pedro that the Captain- 
General of Catalonia entered BareeloaA on the 20th 
of November, at the head of his troops. The street 
was thronged with people,, and immense was the 
enthusiasm which the close of this terrtUe f wo months' 
riege excited. Tears stood in every eye, and flowed 
from most. Hundreds of women were in ecstacies of 
delight,, and some fainted, from excess of joy. Th6 
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privations of these innocent sufferers, many of whom 
were exposed at Graciato the inclemencies of an early 
winter without a cloak or a blanket, were truly hor- 
rible, and the sudden change of feeling was enough 
to drive them to the verge of madness. Many burst 
into frantic demonstrations, dung to Sanz's officers, 
and kissed them ! Tears were no longer strangers 
even to the rough eyes of soldiers, and men wept like 
children. When the Oeneral rode up surrounded by 
his staff, there were loud vivas for the Queen and the 
army, and a general palmoteo or clapping of hands. 
The very Jamancia, who had held out so long, seemed 
not displeased with the change, and looked on with 
approving eyes. The entire city was occupied by the 
troops that evening without difficulty, not however 
without a few symptoms of resistance in Atarazanas, 
the insurgents^ stronghold; but these immediately 
ceased when Degollada and the other most compro- 
mised members of the Junta betook themselves to a 
boat covered by the French flag, and left the city 
with sixteen heavy trunks filled with the fruits of their 
disinterested patriotism. 

On the same night a number of Nacionales and 
Patulea paraded the streets with arms and anunu- 
nition, and sang in the Catalan dialect the burlesque 
ditty which, during the siege, had so often cheered 
their spirits : — 

^ Madus a la pada, 

«* 'L primer* aera'n Prim l" 

^' Moderados to the frying-pan ; the first shall be 
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Prim ! ^^ Around their neoks, too, was displayed the 
miniature kitchen utensil, which they had uncon- 
sciously borrowed from Cobbett as a badge, and on 
which they had threatened so often to roast their 
enemies. This folly would have been suffered to pass 
without notice, had it not been accompanied by a 
refractory spirit when the order was given to lay 
down their arms. But various other groups began 
at night to assemble, and cheers were raised for the 
Central Junta. It was found requisite to make some 
arrests, and the Cabo, or commander of the patrol, 
having proceeded for this purpose into the midst of 
a disorderly group, the Patulea threw themselves 
upon him, and strove to deprive him of his bAton. 
The Cabo, whose gray hairs had not weakened his 
heart, made good the arrest of his prisoners, and one 
of his assailants received a severe sword-cut on the 
head from the hand of one of the general^'s sons. 
The rioters were dispersed, and some of the most 
pillo amongst them fled the city. 

When Sanz entered Barcelona, it immediately 
struck him, as an admirable measure of security for 
the future, to convert the fort of Atarazanas into 
a citadel, as well as Monjuich. Atarazanas commands 
the Rambla, as Monjuich does the Plaza San Jaime, 
and the Plaza del Palacio. Sanz's idea was not much 
inferior to that of Louis-Philippe, with reference to 
the fortifications of Paris, except that he talked no 
nonsense about ^' apprehension of the foreign invader .^^ 
The government adopted and subsequently proceeded 
to carry this plan into effect, throwing no disguise 
whatever over the fact, that the design was to keep 
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in 'Cbeek tiiev own Patnleay tke gandm of fiarodcmft. 
So lormidable U tbk tnrbuknt popalataati, and .such 
toemendons {>roof8 of deifterate lealour did Ihey ^m 
^within tlie preceditig year, that the govwamant at ^ 
«ane time Inrtned the sesrfvtion 'of garriBoiiiii^ the 
town for the future wiA seveo^ieen battalions. 

The events «f t^s tinw mcmtlis' siege were nn* 
OMtolied ia the history of the world. The Tohmteers, 
eomposed nS P«talea a»d Cnerpos f^raaoos, formed 
the meet turbulent and pietweeque treieps in exist* 
fittoe, :and wandering amateurs 'or ootlaws from 4iH 
oeuntries swelled their ranks, ineludii^ siacty French 
vepoblicaiiB, wbo had oome en moise from Pans and 
Perpignan. Tlie Junta of Defeoee ^eld its sittings in 
a ▼aidt of ikQ sappressed Holy Offiee ; and in this 
oarnival of wild abandonment, scoffing at their hea^ 
vealy king as well as at their eazthly roiers, the mad 
Pfttulea dragged a oruoifix an derinon, widi a cord 
roond its nedc ! To ^void tiie imputation of imi- 
lateral ruffianism, Nannaez's artilleros frosuMoi^uieh, 
on the Qneen's .birthday, to do it especial honour, 
ftred a voyal aalirte, Moitk luM^ against her Baroelonese 
subjects ! 

AstoiBiidtag mste the shifts resoirtod to hj the 
Patulea d«urmg the last days ^ the JK>HiDardment. 
Wihen the cold set hi towards the end ^ October, 
and they began to feel the paiGli of thek i»gged 
ocmdition, they broke open the cloth Jdmaoeoes, and 
tore ifp the hales as they .met them into auch iangtha 
aa they deemed aeuvenient. This done, every man 
performed his own tailoring. JFor the colour of the 
doth, or the imaterials with wUch they atitched it. 
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they were utterlj umK>K(»toaa. In the Plaza 6b Saa 
Jaime, and on the ramparts, these Tolnnteera of the 
Jamaneia woe eeen tewmg np, as you would a 
saek, with packing-needies «id twme, extemporised 
breeeliee — of which *^ inexpressibles,^ indeed, wonld 
be the suitable name, sleeveless coats, and a rougb* 
hewn reproduction of the ancient Spanidi mantle, 
chosen for its handinees, and for its not encumbering 
the muscular moTements in serving the guns and 
fighting. Hats of all shapes and sizes surmounted 
this hasty wardrobe ; the round and tufted sombrero, 
the hi^*peaked hat of the old Spsniah shape, the 
wide-leafed Hght brown felt, constructed for protec* 
tion from the sun, the red gorro, the straw hat, the 
glazed, the peaked, and the woollen mghtcap. Some, 
who v^re too Ittbe at the rifling of the Ahnacenes, 
were still in their shirts, or wore the native striped 
blanket--^ sort of plaid — round their shoulders ; and 
msay who had arrayed themselves in spidc^and-span- 
Bfew broadcloth had tbeir feet entirdy nidced ! 

To complete this remarkable picture, the banners 
of red and blsek,'*'-^s^yed by them on Atarazaaas 
and their other forts, and, annomieing their determi- 
BatMA to die before surrendering, were made up from 
the spoils of the rifled woollen stores, and— indicating 
thus in^untarily the triumph of oiir manufacturing 
industry — were composed <rf British broadcloth ! 

There has scarcely been a poHtioal disturbance 
during the present century, dther in Europe or Ame* 
riea, in which Englishmen, with their restless and 
e n terpr i sing character, have not directiy participated. 
In Greece and in Columfaia« in Paris and at Warsaw, 
n2 
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in Spain, and Portugal, and Circassian our country- 
men have been found in the thickest of the fight — 
everywhere soldiers of Kberty, prepared to ride on 
the whirlwind and direct the storm; perhaps, too, 
mixing sometimes in matters which did not much 
ooncem them, and taking rather an erroneous view 
of political questions. Still, right or wrong, they 
have been with the people. During the last siege of 
Barcelona, two Englishmen, named Prior and Garrett, 
played a very efficient part in directing the move- 
ments of the Jamancia, and constructing the various 
batteries. A Genoese, named Merello, likewise took 
an active part. These strangers volunteered into 
the free corps, and led their sections of Patulea 
through the whole two months' siege, assisting, it is 
said, as skUfully in the gunnery practice as if they 
had been members of *'The Honourable Artillery 
Company ^ of London. They left Barcelona together 
for Port-Vendres, in the Spanish steamer Fenicio^ 
with two members of the Revolutionary Junta, Don 
Ramon Coll and Don Narciso Negrebemis. The 
steamer Camelean likewise bore to France nearly one 
hundred officers of the Cuerpos Francos, who, not 
relying on capitulation, had sought the protection of 
the tricolor. 

Strange how a little travel opens one's eyes. The 
keen debates in a late session of Parliament about the 
registry of armsin Ireland, where fine and imprisonment 
was the only punishment proposed, make one a little 
curious as to how they manage these matters in other 
countries. Here is a Spanish arms-bill : — " Don 
Laureano Sanz, Captain-General of Catalonia, &o. 
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The public tranquillity was threatened yesterday by 
armed groups of the national militia of this capital. 
In the Plaza del Key and the Barrio of Oracia, 
there were uttered vivcu for the Central Junta, the 
seditious provoking the peaeefully-disposed, and sing- 
ing alarming ballads at the risk of promoting scenes 
which must be avoided — ^to that end I ordain and 
command : 1. The National Militia of Barcelona 
shall give up its arms, accoutrements, ammunition, 
drums, and trumpets, within the period of six hours 
from the publication of this Bando, to the Comman- 
dant of Artillery in Atarazanas. 2. Any individual 
not complying with the foregoing requisition will be 
shot immediately. 3. Domiciliary visits for the pur- 
pose of search are hereby authorised ; and any person 
in whose house a musket shall be discovered will be 
instantly shot, unless the owner of the weapon shall 
be discovered in the said house. But in case of his 
discovery the owner of the said weapon will be shot, 
and the occupying tenant of the said house shall pay 
a fine of lOOZ. Catalan; but if he shall not have 
wherewithal to satisfy this demand, he shall be sen- 
tenced to six years^ imprisonment. 4. Penalties of 
proportional amount will be inflicted for the offence 
of concealing swords, pistols, bayonets, accoutrements, 
ammunition, drums, and trumpets. Barcelona, 22d 
November, 1843."" This proclamation had the desired 
effect. 

Modem civil warfare in Spain is so practised in 
the means of defence and demolition, that all the 
other nations of Europe may upon occasion borrow a 
leaf from her book. The science of temporary barri- 
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eadoi haa been doaelj fltodisd iaFnuioe, but brought 
to nothing like the perfeotioo of the adjoimDg kmg- 
iom ; and in BeroekvBa the streetB were bttilt aeroae 
by aolid Titaaie mils* More than one inlemal 
mnehine had been planted in the booMe of the Oalle 
de San Pedro, to be exfrfoded m the event of the 
town being taJmi bj assault; and an enonnous mnse 
was eonstmoted at the entrance of the Pfaiza de San 
Jaune, to he sptong amid general destmotion against 
dMOges of hostile cavalry. 

The investment of the Castle of Figueras by Prion, 
in the month of December, waa mariced by more 
shocking barbarities than any that were witnessed 
during the jAemns series d Pronunoianii6ntos. For 
this there were two reasons — ^first, exasperation at the 
sturdy Ametller^s holding out with soeh obstinate 
and rugged determination, and de&nding Figneras 
the moment he had vacated Gerona; and second, 
the consciousness that he was maintaimi^ the defence 
as a nucdeus of enoooragement for operations else- 
where l^ the Progresiatas, upon the occasion ei the 
afiSurof OI62aga. Prim proved how well he conld 
eonoentrate in one person the rival atrocities of Ca- 
brera and Nogueras; 800 Milicianos having been 
expelled by AmetUer from die castle, as not to 
be depended on in the struggle. Prim, with incre- 
dible blindness of policy, refosed to reoeive them as 
an allied force, or otherwise than as prisoners of war, 
to be dealt with at his pleasure. Contrary even to 
the bloodiest precedents, the two envoys sent to treat 
for them, in advance^ were seized and summarily 
Aot ! Upon the main body advancing somewhs^ 
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searovy- nt tbe coafickiiee of » imadfy noeption^ 
Prim ordered bis caidby to duo^ iham mofieodiBg 
I1I0D, ani ]» iafaotvjr to open tipoD timn a nonul* 
tasuBOiia' fire:. Tktrty-fiye w«re kiUecU and twieo 
as mas J wouDded ! The rest ofi tbia miaerable bami 
irf oistGaBtS) wbom Aflaettter perilaps too hastily coo* 
dentned^ were forced to fly &r sfaeltMr to the Sierra. 
Tbere^ far some days^ tkey wandered like forioni 
gbostai, till ooU and hunger ntade life m pain, asd 
death a tfakig indi£Eerent, and in their despair thejr 
betook themselves to the very fortress &om whenee 
they had been expelled. Here, instead ofbaUetB, they 
met protection and ferg^eness ; aaod after brief pariey, 
AmetUer a^aiit received them, his resentment soft* 
«ied by the inhmiBmity e£ P^rikn. 

Utis eru^ desperadb next sent out his soonts to 
seize upon the motiier and sisters of AmetUer, all of 
whom (fenr in mimber) he declared his detenninatioii 
to shoot, unices tikeir gallant relatimft snrrendersd. 
Having poeaennen of i£e tewa ef Figneras, ha likewise 
threatened to aebe* the wives and mothersy the sisteni 
and da^btere of all withia the caiy;Ie waUs, and 
hold them m ianr&rem widi the prospect, so agreeaUs 
to women, of' being parebaUy sbot. Tlsa aneww te 
these sangsinary^ propositions was stiH. wxxe sangni- 
nary ; ib was the discharge, in otie« day firom the 
eastle, agaiaat the town, aS fonr bndired and dghtf 
shot Mid sheH, by whiek somrea of henses wese ladld im 
ruins, and seme of those fenaieB whose fives had been 
threatened, were besMbexed bgr ibm ownnielstioBB ! 

True to his inexorable word, Pnas seteefSMOitljr 
seised the survivors aaaeagsti tiisso helpless women, 
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with matchless cruelty announcing his determination 
to range them, chained in close order, in front of 
the batteries which he proceeded to construct out- 
side and within the town, and leave them exposed to 
inevitable butchery, if Ameiller should dare to open a 
fire ! No civil war has ev^ raged in Spain, in which 
women have not been victims. Ametller subse- 
quently got most of them into the castle by stratagem; 
but Prim revenged himself by proclaiming that, if a 
suspicion should arise of their spying, he would shoot 
both women and children. 

Ametller is a Oitano, and pattered B.ommany, at 
times, with his Estado Mayor, some of whom, too, 
were of Gipsy strain, and most guerrilleros. The 
instances are rare of Gitanos mounting to high office 
in the state, for their tricks of Germania pull them 
down by the skirts. The dexterity of the Galor^ 
class is unquestionable, if it could be found allied to 
proportional honesty. But the difficulty is in over- 
coming their nomad habits. They shine as guerril- 
leros. Ametller is a man of most determined charac- 
ter, and has given numerous proofs of a desperate 
valour. Prim is unquestionably brave, but a person 
of remarkable vanity, whose head was turned by for- 
tuitous successes, and by being made a count and a 
lieutenant-general. Ametller on the other hand is a 
perfect guerrillero, not in the least indisposed to 
make allies of robbers, and garrisoned the Castle of 
Figueras during the siege in great part with guerrilla 
troops, whom he sent out at intervals to ravage the 
surrounding country. 

He proceeded, early in January, after a long and 
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obstinate, but useless defence, and an honourable 
capitulation, to take up his temporary quarters as a 
refugee at Perpignan, accompanied by Martell, Bel- 
lera» and others, to the number of thirty, and escorted 
to the French frontier by a detachment of Baron de 
Meer s cavalry. Prim was so disgusted at the appoint- 
ment of the Baron over his head, that he was on the 
point of going over to AmetUer^s party and trying his 
chance for keeping possession of Catalonia. But the 
sinister reputation of De Meer and the star of Narvaez 
triumphed, and the vain and arrogant Prim consoled 
himself with refusing the subordinate office of com- 
mandant of custoin-house carabineros. His exter- 
minating genius since lay fallow, until he joined the 
bte defeated insurrection against Narvaez's dynasty. 
The incidents of his court-martial, in which the Grown 
prosecutor propounded the horrible doctrine that the 
punishment of death may be inflicted upon merely 
probable evidence^ and the intrepid gallantry of Prim's 
bearing, awoke much sympathy. Ametller did not 
break up his nucleus of insurrection until he had 
received a communication to that effect from the 
Progresista committee at Madrid. His exiled party 
distributed themselves through France and Belgium. 
The Barcelonese refugees had the town of Albi in 
France, at the foot of the Pyrenees, assigned for 
their residence. Before they were there a month, 
they were forced to make an appeal to the charity of 
the public, avowing that they were in the most abject 
distress, and that they had not been able to carry 
more than a few francs with them. Their begging- 
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box waft open for the aiimunoa efen ef soub^ itti»* 
trating the besutieB of reTolutioii. 

At Bftrcdbnft meuiwhile numatoxm prf^prietarioij 
0ipita]iBt0» joid bankers, who before had shnaneci the 
re^opened eitjv now crowded through ita gates, and 
IMX)ceeded to resiiseitate their buried treasures. Some 
of these stores had already yielded to the assidttoiu 
myeat^pitioMr of the Taaished Junta, and tiieir travel- 
ling expeiiseff taoi Fraaee were easily and pleasnrably 
paid. The- poorer rogues betook themsdres on tk» 
Sierraa to liie congenial eaftploymeai of robbers; the 
tnrbuleni £atriet of Maatraago^ which the afiair of 
the Queen and Oldzaga at Madrid incited to fresh 
deTiltxBS^ scat f(»th its guemlleros to prowl in all 
direetkuis^ the Facciofloff of Groe were again on the 
alert,, asid the eaptainrgeneral of , Valencia and the 
intrepid oofenel Zaval&m vain endeavoored to remove 
the scourge; 
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CHAPTER XXI. 

ASPECT OP MiiDBIS. THE PUSRTA DEL SOL. 

The genenJ Mpect of Madrid has greatly improved 
since the Revolution of La Oranja and tibe promul* 
gatioQ of the Coostkntioii of 1837. I do not at all 
believe that the mere ceriee of words, of whieh that 
meongmoiiGr state paper is eomposed, has either 
altered matflciallj the &ce of the country, or beauti^ 
fied the metropolis. But if it has not prtnred an aric 
of the oovenant, nor allayed the angry waters of oivfl 
d^nrbance, it has aflbrded at least some token of 
stability, and appeased, if not extinguished, the pas^ 
son for change. Within seven years it is undeniable 
that a visible improvement is perceptible, and that 
material amelioration, and experience in the science 
of comfort, have penetrated even to these cold and 
central regions where all was cheerless and niseraUe. 
There is less of the sofitnde whidi passed tor peace 
than in the era of FerdiaaDdy but there is infinitely 
BU>re Off huQum advancement ; and if constitutions 
and representative forms of government have been 
at times shodsingly abused, the freedom of thought 
and limb by which Aey have been accompanied have 
made their uses and their power conspicuous by a 
gratifying progress in the face of the most powerful 
dbetacles* 

The pditical vicissitudes of a country rarely^ affeei 
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its metropolis. The seat of government, and centre of 
wealth and fashion, remains unscathed by domestic 
disturbances ; even foreign invasion affects it lightly, 
unless in the rare instance of lengthened siege or bom- 
bardment. The occupation of Paris twice by the 
Allies did not materially affect its appearance, pur- 
suits, or amusements, and Moscow was made no 
funeral pUe till the torch was applied by its own 
inhabitants. 

Madrid has had her bosom torn by domestic strife, 
and been a seething cauldron of political turmoil, 
ever since the first unsheathing of swords in the con- 
suming War of Succession; but the face of the city 
has been yearly improving^ and the solution of the 
great problem of life has been hourly progressing, 
slowly, yet with visible advancement. The tongue, 
wag it ever so idly, cannot drown the clamour of the 
back and stomach ; and the needful provision of pri- 
mary requisites is never neglected by the loudest 
politician. All over Spain the traces which have 
been left behind by the late series of Pronuncia- 
mi&itos and bombardments, are far less visible to the 
eye than a stranger would believe. 

Meanwhile, it is not to be supposed that Madrid 
does not still lag far behind in the march of European 
civilisation. Comfort as yet is not understood except 
in the higher circles, and in a portion of middle life; 
the numerous forced emigrations to France and 
England have been of essential benefit as eye-instruc- 
tors; while the habits of foreign residents in the 
Spanish metropolis, and especially the manners and 
influence of diplomatic circles, have beaten down a 
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portion of that stubborn pride in which the Spaniard 
wraps himself as in a capa, impervious to the slighted 
civilisation of the "outer barbarians.**^ But it is 
above all the travelled Spaniard who is a powerful 
agent in convincing his countrymen that, so far from 
monopolising the world's wisdom, they are outstrip- 
ped by societies of exterior men, and that foreign 
inventions have their usefulness as well as ingenuity. 
Still Madrid to this day is singularly comfortless ; 
and there is scarcely a decent lodging to be had in 
the entire metropolis. You must absolutely either 
live in a noisy hotel, or take a house to yourself and 
furnish it, which is odious to most gargons. The 
amusements are both few and uninteresting. There are 
two Spanish Theatres open (and two minor ones), but 
these soon grow tiresome ; and the only public spec* 
tacle besides the Cortes is the Opera, where there is 
rarely a good company. Sefior Salamanca is build- 
ing a new Theatre to be called Bd Orienfe^ which is 
to be opened in April, 1846, with the Italian Opera 
company of Paris. Horse racing has been lately 
introduced, but upon a limited scale, and with no 
success. 

In the political circles of the Spanish metropolis 
the loss of Mr. Aston, our late minister, is acutely 
felt. From all parties his person and manners com- 
manded respect and esteem ; his entire devotedness 
to Espartero made him decided but not bitter 
enemies; and the brilliancy of his entertainments 
and fascinating freedom of his hospitality conciliated 
universal regard. 

The character of his accomplished successor has 
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won tbe same popularity; and oar present policy 
at Madrid is entirely and indisputably impartial,— 
seleoting no favourites, baoldng no doubtful or, if 
decided, poweriess efaampicHis, and dealing with the 
Spanifiii nation instead of indiridual intriguers. No 
censure is here implied upon Mr. Aston, who^ as well 
as our government, wm dragged by the tide of eTeuts; 
but there is a mass of prejudices against England to 
be encountered^ whidi demands and is receiving the 
most judicious treatm^it. 

The splendid eqmpages of Mr. Aston have passed 
int^ the possession of Narvaez, wito dashes through 
the streets, with an oscort of Hussars both before 
and behind Ins carriage, in so regal a fashion, that 
no secret seems to be made of his consciousness of the 
fact that he is the sole, despotic ruler of l^ani« Lotf 
after the attempted assassinalaon he drore out in his 
carriage riddled with bullets, as if in <>ontempt and 
defiance of his enemies—^ feeling rimilar to that 
which Quesada so often disi^ayod, aad whiok may 
unfortunately «nd in similar destruction. 

Narvaez entertains rarely, but when he does, it is 
with an aim at princely magnificence, which suits his 
daslung character. On the evening of the day that 
the Queen's majority was declared, lie gave an enter- 
tainment to three thousand oflicers of the garrison, 
and tliere being no private apartment in the metro- 
pdEs which could accommodate so large a number, 
he hired for the occasion &ke entire of the nK>8t -esr 
tensive cqjfi in Madrid. 

In high political circles, the Marquis de Casa Irujo 
is tiie most magnxfioent entertainer. The Marquis 
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18 said tQ im "the xuAest man m Ma&4d, awl msm 
IstsiljiE^okeaof &r flmuide Minister. He has been 
cbAmI the Torreao of mod^ai Spain, withoat Tor* 
reso^s ability^ 

Amoi^t tbe capitalists, Se&or Oarrasco has the 
most hoi^taUe ^o^s. He is a. leading banker, and 
BOW a man of ^great meolth; was jiIwsjjqb a warm ad« 
hereat of Queen Oristina; and before be beoa«e a 
minister, it was in Ins palace (for evary large house 
here is ^^ a palace ^^), that the partisans of the ex." 
patriated Qcraea beUl their meetings. From the 
mUliomudre ae^ Mendizabal is mudk missed. In 
diplomatio droles, Coimt Ahnodovar is a freqnent 
entertainer; bat the mest brilliant receptions are 
those of the you]^ Duke de Glnoksberg, ike repre- 
sentative of France. Amox^t the pkasantest par- 
ties are those 4»f Madame Calderon de la Barca, the 
Uveky authoress ot Ufe in MeaacOy wbose position in 
diplomatic cirdes through the distinguished post 
which her hndwuid lately filled, and through his in^ 
flnential admixture with Madrid politics, as well as 
the high lifcerary reputation which she has •established 
by M, single work, make her aalans the resort of what' 
eirer is most refined and intellectual in the Spanish 
metn^olis. 

This lady is possessed of most attractive manners, 
and of cufaivaited taste, as well as keen observation. 
The Spaniards, though she is ;a foreigner, strange to 
rdate, take pride in her, fcom the cbcwnstance of 
the name which she bears being identical with that 
&£ their great dramatist, £!alderon, from whom her 
hfiAand is descended. Our country has estimaUe 
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representatives h^re in the highest circles, and the 
parties of the Countess Montijo, a lady of Scottish 
parentage, are remarkable for the elegance which 
pervades them. Since the retirement of the Duchess 
of Victory, and during the mere girlishness of tho 
Sovereign, there was properly speaking no female 
court ; and the want was chiefly supplied in private 
circles. But why linger in vulgar drawing-rooms, 
when the romance of Peninsular life is in the 
streets ! 

In modem Spain, what is called ^^ the Stone of the 
CJonstitution/^ in every town plays a conspicuous part* 
This stone is placed in the principal square, the name 
of which has in all cases been altered to that of 
"Plaza de la Constitucion.'' Thus in Spain even 
saints have been deposed. These squares, under the 
new rigime^ have been commonly obtained by throw- 
ing open the abolished convent gardens. In Cadiz 
this is the case with nearly every one of the public 
squares, and the effect in such a confined and crowded 
city is admirable. 

The Constitutional Stone in the provincial towns, 
as well as in the metropolis, is inscribed with these 
words, taken from the Constitution of 1837: " Every 
Spaniard is bound at the call of his country to defend 
the throne and constitution with arms in his hands." 
Before this stone, on political anniversaries and 
occasions of public rejoicing, a temporary orchestra 
is erected, where a military band plays the Hymn of 
the Constitution, of Riego, the Royal March, &c.» 
with a variety of waltzes and other pieces, and the 
inhabitants promenade in the square for several hours* 
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the mantillas of the women and th^ velvet hats of the 
men making music to their dark and lustrous eyes. 
These promenades to military music form every- 
where the chief amusement of the inhabitants. 
Gazing on the constitutional stone of Madrid, during 
the swing of Narvaeafs dynasty, I thought, *' Poor 
«tone! you have been erected there for the pur- 
pose of being more conveniently desecrated. The 
mocking Manolo named the street-posts * friars/ 
to mark how much he cared for their violation; but 
the foulest receptacle of the sewers of the metro- 
polis, is the post before me, which he has christened 
* Liberty!*" Such were the feelings of respectful 
veneration inspired by the sight of the Lapida Con- 
«titucional. 

When Philip II. made choice of a barren plain as 
the site of his new capital, one would suppose that it 
must have presented some peculiar advantages to 
compensate for its bleakness. One cannot conceive 
that a monarch of his capacity, with unlimited power 
and an enormous treasury, could be much controlled 
by considerations opposed to convenience, or be slow 
in making the most suitable selection. Yet what this 
omnipotent despot did, was to choose the worst site 
in the length and breadth of Spain. 

At Madrid, wind, rain, and dust, in their respec- 
tive seasons, have undisputed mastery; and the 
wintry blasts from the Guadarama hills have frozen 
to death, more than once, in their boxes, the sentinels 
Sft the royal palace. Beneath the summer sun it i? 
a torrid zone, with heats as sultry, and dusts, as suf- 
focating, as in the deserts of Andalucia. Unhappily, 

VOL. i; o 
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too, like woman, in the poet^s libel, it is ^^ to oae 
Hung oomtant never ; ^^ and the variatioDs of tem- 
peisture are of % most fatal diaraeter, eanying off 
smnbeTB of the population annnally with pubnoma 
JUmiaante, In March and Oetober, one day is like 
a warm, bland May, the next like an Englidi 
February. At noon, perhaps, there ia not a zephyr* 
stirring, and the Madrilefios are tempted forth to the 
fields which skirt the Manzanares. Presently a wind 
blows full from snowy Gnadarama, which thorcwghly 
explains how the ancient cloak has retained its popu- 
larity in the Spanish metropolis. You pass at <Hioe 
to an ice*house from an oven ; and cannot choose but 
to admire the wisdom of the sovereign who pitched 
his capital 2000 feet above the level of the sea, 
sacrificing everything to the central point of his 
kingdom, with pantometral compos in hand : ridicu* 
lously overlooking the incomparable claims of Toledo, 
and caricaturing the inspired attitude of Columbus in 
the midst of the monks of Valladolid. 

There is a sort of legislature fitting in what is styled 
the Legislative Palace— the C6rte8 df Spain-*-ealling 
themselves the representatives of the nation ; but the 
bulk of them the produce of bayonets. There is 
another and more powerful legislature sitting in the 
Queen's Palace — the Camarilla, headed by the Cap- 
tain-general. But the most powerful of all — the 
puke of Madrid, the barometer of public opinion, and 
director of popular movements — is Uiat humbler but 
more potent assembly which meets at the Pu^N*ta del 
Sol; the laziest loungers in Europe, but perhaps the 
most active debaters, the most swayed by prejudice 
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and impelled by lumoiirs, yet oorreet in the main aa 
io tbeir eBtimatea of charaeter, and the conclusions 
to be derived fnom paaeing events. 

Here there are no palatial convenances^ no social 
CQsnreotionaliBiiis, to mislead or to suppnras; no par- 
liamentary forms of phraseology and discussion to 
hamper and cramp the utterance of undisguised 
opinion- Truth flourishes in the open air — a hardy 
j^ant — shoots up in the dew and ripens in the sun, 
without pruning, training, or covering with glass- 
houses. The debaters here are frank iQnd plain-spoken, 
and the audience mingles unrebuked in the discus- 
sions. With every cigarrillo a character is puffed 
away, and with each fresh demand . for fiieffo * new 
light is thrown upon the world of politics. 

Here is a fellow in rags who wears his tattered 
cloak with the dignity of a grande, for every Casti- 
lian deems himself noble ; there is a more youthful 
picaro with a hat more highly peaked than ordinary, 
and an inordinate supply of tags adorning its velvet 
round — that is the energetic youth of the assembly — 
the Gonzalez Bravo of the pavS—ihe Young Spain of 
lanes and alleys ; there with a loo&efaja or red sash 
swathed round his waist, with leggings thrown wide 
open and displaying those muscular calves^ with a 
short and tight-fitting jacket exhibiting to full 
advantage his amazing breadth of shoulder and depth 
of chest, is the Mars and Massaniello of the party, 
prepared to take the lead of a popular army : and 
around and in the midst of every circle is the due 
proportion of Madrid Manolas, the viragos of metro- 

• « Fire ;" a light traDamitted from one paper cigar to another. 
o2 
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politan low life, discuBsing more eagerly and far more 
fluently than the rest, with flashing eyes and dilated 
nostrils, and eaeh with a formidable knife stuck 
between her right leg and stocking, beneath the 
garter ; some, too, smoking their paper cigars with 
as much nonchalance as the men. In this centre of 
intelligence and focus of popular disturbance, you will 
hear more in one hour .of the scandalous secrets of 
Madrid, and learn more of its patriotic or treasonable 
designs* than in the choicest riunions of its most 
exalted diplomacy. 
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CHAPTER XXII. 

THE SWING OF DBSPOTISM.-^NATIONAL APATHY, 

The evils and inconveniences, intolerable to a free 
people, arising from what is called in the jargon of 
the Peninsula, ^* suspension of the guarantees,^^ and 
^'an exceptional state^^ were under the rigimeot 
Bravo and Narvaez pushed far ^ beyond the limits of 
endurance, and Alicante and Cartagena arose, but 
were finaUy reduced to submission. Arrest without 
warrant, and shooting without trial, were amongst 
their ordinary means of government, and (a variation 
of villany unheard of before), General Ronoali shot 
thirty-one prisoners in the back at Alicante, upon the 
mere recognition of their identity. 

It was not the General's cruelty alone that led to 
this horrid slaughter ; the act was in obedience to the 
peremptory orders of the Government, to execute 
without consideration or delay all who might be con- 
cerned in the revolt. Roncali was officially com* 
plimented for *' having stifled the sentiments of his 
heart,^ an unwarrantable assumption that he had a 
heart to stifle ; and the sign*inanual of the virgin 
Queen of Spain was put to a nefarious document 
which thanked him for his butcheries. 

In the other provinces, where isolated and uncen* 
tred insurrection demonstrated the national feeling, 
but fell powerless through want of co-operation, obse- 
quious captains-general pursued the same murderous 
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policy ; in Galicia, and in the province of Salamanca 
several Spaniards were massacred at the same period ; 
and the War Minister, Mazarredo, Narvaez*s pliant 
instrument, in a despatch to the Galician authorities, 
in vfrhich he thanked them likewise for their bloody 
assiduity in the work of extermination, recorded with 
a grin of satisfaction, the contemporary murders of 
Rcneali. Such was the '^daiaty didi"" set before 
two Queens of Spain — such were the happy tidings 
iwhich welcomed Gristina^s return. 

JRi)ncali's butcheries at Alicante^ though nerer 
surpassed in atrocity, were far from being unprece- 
dented in the modem history of Spain. Not to dweU 
upon the cruelties of Cabrera and of Carlos, the treats 
ment of the noble Biego, and of ihe equally unhappy 
Torrijos, by Ferdinand VIL, was precisely of asimiUt 
efaaracter, and the parallel is worth pnreuing. Riego 
'And Torrijos were soldiers of lft)erty, T^iose aspira- 
tions were for Constitutional government What 
(else was the aim of the insurgents of Alicante i Biego 
caud his o<Hnrades were diot, with one reception, an 
'Englishman^ who was rescued from the dungeons of 
Madrid by the strong remonstrance of Canning. 
Torrijos^ too, and the fifty-three compamons who 
diseinbarkad wil^ him at Malaga, were shot by the 
mandate of FerdinaAd's sanguinary council. Let 
imodem tyrants tremble, for their names will live in 
pof»kir exeoratiou, enshrined in song, and recorded 
in familiar ballads, like the name of him who ruled 
-when that daughter vras commanded :«- 

"^ Non por su culpa caia Biego : 
TraietcQ 
P»iiiivaBirboiil» 
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The name of Narvaea will point a jxumI aa wdl as 
that (^ any otlier tyrant. 

Retribution strangely fc^ows in this life the trifler 
with the lives of his fellow-men ; and when the tig«r 
of iJfte Peniniola k let looee he tears his vietiia to 
pieces. Though the fumes of blood oast a film over 
the eyes of despols^ whidi hides from them the end 
•that awaits them — ^an end as cruel as their lives had 
been — ^tbe Sngex of an avenging Providence not less 
firmly writes their doom upon the palace wall. 

The Conde do Espana was a wholesale murderer, 
and was slain by his own people ; Moreno, the poll* 
tieal butcher of Malaga, was Inmself assasnnated in 
the end ; Quesada, the trampler of the Madrid 
populace beneath his himies" hools^ was torn by that 
populace asunder, and h» mutilated fingers stirred a 
ciMavivial bowl for the Nacionales who slew bim ; the 
CrQvemar of Gadiz» in 1830, was asaassinated, for his 
severities, in the street; Elioy Captain-General of 
Valeneia, was the eseeutioner of his political adver- 
saries, and perished on the scaffold. The contempo* 
rary annals of Povtugal furnish nmilar instanoea; 
for within ten years, Gomez Freire^ an unpopular 
minisi^, was shot down in the streets of Lisbon, and 
Telles Joidao, the inhuman perseentor of the Consti* 
ttttMnaHst prisoners in the Tonwr of St. Julian, was 
torn in pieeass and as frightfuUy mutilated as Quesada 
was in Madrid. This is the true mirrcor for mintsters 
in the Peninsula — the awful lesson which ''• must give 
them pause " in the midst of their riot of power and 
barbarous instincts. '' No hay beda sin inmabada,^'* 
asfs a significant Spanish proverb, — ''There is na 
wedding but there is a day after it I'^J 
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Daring this profligate interregnum of suspended 
laws and constitution, the ablest and most upright 
Progresista statesmen of Spain, Cortina, Cantero, and 
Madoz, were thrown into dungeons without a shadow 
of a charge against them ; and Lopez, the premie 
and coadjutor of Narvaez three months before, was 
forced to hide himself, lest he, likewise, should be 
dragged by his late colleague to a dungeon, upon the 
convenient allegation that he was a conspirator* 
When^ after a four months' saturnalia of despotism, 
the Constitution was nominally restored, these out* 
raged members of the National Congress were coolly 
told that there was no charge against them, and let 
loose from prison, where their detention for one hour 
was a portentous public crime. 

During the same period all journals were sup- 
pressed which would not load their colunms with base 
adulation of the Oovemment ; and the liberty of the 
press was buried in the same grave with the strangled 
liberties of Spain. The Constitution was trodden 
down in the dust ; the rights of the people were 
curiously violated in every minute particular — in 
taxation, in the municipal franchise, in the return of 
the provincial deputations, in the composition of the 
national militia, in the conditions of military enlistment. 

Each succeeding hour, in point of departure from 
the fundamental compact, and subsistmg laws, was 
marked by a still more atrocious violation. Happy 
they who dwell in lands where such things are impos-> 
sible ! Six men armed with portfolios legislated in 
all respects in contempt of the Cdrtes ; both Senate 
and Congress had a seal on their lips, and the press 
had no voice but of fulsome flattery. 
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The Minister silenced all his opponents, then paid 
some venal rogue to praise him. ^' Order reigned at 
Warsaw." A perfect system of espionage was intro- 
duced to strengthen and secure this virtuous adminis- 
tration ; and a cabinet noir established in the post- 
office, where every suspected letter was opened with 
such little ceremony that, instead of re-sealing and 
forwarding the violated correspondence, the reckless 
empleados too frequently threw the letters in the fire, 
or flung them aside as waste-paper ; to such depths 
of infamy, under Bravo and Narvaez, was the noble 
Spanish character degraded. 

When the latter had completed his experiments 
in carpore vili^ and found how much subdued Spa- 
' niards would bear^ he resolved to try his hand at the 
work of direct government, and flung away Bravo 
like a squeezed orange. With El Guirigay were 
likewise thrown into the basket the bulk of his col- 
leagues, Don Luis Mayans being alohe retained aa 
Minister of Orace and Justice. 

The portfolio which Narvaez himself assumed, 
together with the Presidency of the Council, is the 
one to which he would naturally aspire — ^that of 
War. In the selection of his other colleagues, Nar- 
vaez has not been infelicitous, Martinez de la Rosa,, 
his foreign Minister, being an accomplished diplo- 
matist and man of letters ; Don Pedro Pidal, hia 
Minister of the Interior, an able and decided partisan; 
and his Finance Minister, Don Alejandro Mon, of 
high and unblemished character. 

On resigning his portfolio, Gonzalez Bravo and his 
father made sure of their share of the spoil, despatch- 
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ing to Irun iio fewer ftan twenty-ibur four-wheeled 
carriages^ and one hundred beaits of burden kdn 
with bales and paekagea. From Bravo to hk aue- 
eeioor, Narvaeo, the people turned with their {ffover- 
bialfiareasm: '' Tmiiygnoiuiiocmmeotwp^yficareiuum 
todosr* (one ae good as another, and huge rogues 
all.) Narvaez and his coUeagues have otnce contrived 
to maintain themselves in o£Boe for more than a 
twelvemonth, and to propose and earry into operar 
tion very e:xtensive lAanges in the constitution. Oo- 
casicoal, iU-eombined^ and ine&ctive revolts, have 
been vigorously suppressed; and Zurbano and the 
leading ra^nbers of his family, with many others^ 
liave beai crueUy dai^htered; but the ground^ 
nevertheless, is hollowed beneath the feet of the mili* 
^tary dictator. 

It is an undoubted fa<^ (and reoeni events remaxk- 
ably tend to prove it) that the bulk of the substantial 
.and moneyed dasses of Spain and PbrtugaU of the 
influential portion of Peninsular soei^y, is attadied 
in polities to Modorado opinions. The Progresistas 
and SepteffdwriBts have be«B more noticeable of late 
years, because they have been nokier; but demo* 
cratic <^»ni0iM have enlisted no large portion of the 
wealth or weight of the connnunity, and the profound 
indifferaiee with which the simultaneous arrest of the 
Exabado leaders in Madrid and Lisbon, and the 
higb*handed proceedings of Narvaez. and Costa Csibcal 
have been. gM^erally regarded* are suffieieot to attest 
the fact. To this must be traced the easy overthrow 
of Espartero, and cf the system of governmiMftt which 
fffeiffldkd since ISSft in Poctogal,. with the equally 
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«jury niainteiifltace df their successors in pawer, wiiile 
«aeh new day was marked by a firesh violatioa of tke 
Constitution. Tlie Spanish nations have proved 
Modoxado indeed ! moderate to the extent of tame* 
nee& None but a Peninsular people could have sub- 
witted for an hour to such acts of flagrant lUegaiity. 

There is much in the disgust engendered by fre- 
qaeney of revolutions, much in the palpable disiq^* 
fointment arising from suecessive popular movem^its ; 
but whatevea: may be said on this subject, Spaniards 
to this day neither comprehend nor appreciate consti- 
tutional government. A powerless Parliament, an 
ignorant people, and a press but little entitled to 
respect, leave an ample margin for acts which abso- 
lutism would scarcely have attempted. 

That cold indifference which is so fatal to freedom 
appears to have stolen over Spain, and verbal criti- 
cism and social irony are chiefly now the shapes 
assumed by independent political opinion. The feeling 
is that *' Governments may do as they please^ and be 

d ! they are all alike ;*" and the position seems 

to be generally taken, that the institutions of the 
country are not worth fighting for. 

This is an uncomfortable state of things; but I 
believe that the unsatisfactory results of former strug- 
gles, and the strong bias of the richer classes towards 
Moderado opinions, will make revolutionary move- 
ments less frequent in future. Yet of concord there 
is little prospect. There is no national political 
party, properly so called, in Spain ; for if the wealth 
is Moderado, the numbers are decidedly Progresista; 
and the only element of union is the instinct of a 
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common security. The Moderados charge the Pro- 
gresistas with an undue and disproportionate exalt- 
ation of latter years — a charge which the helplessness 
of their resistance to Narvaez goes far to substantiate ; 
and declare that they attained to a position beyond 
their real importance in the country, through the 
treason of a drunken sergeant at La Oranja and of 
an ungrateful general at Valencia. The Progresistas, 
on the other hand, denounce the Moderados as the 
slaves of the court and of Carlist opinions ; and though 
there may be a temporary lull, there is no true or 
lasting calm to the seething eiferyescence of parties. 
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CHAPTER XXIII. 

THE CATALAN AND VALENCIAN GUBBBILLAfl* 

Spain is the country of guerrilla warfare; the 
classic ground of irregular skirmishing. The Alba- 
nian mountaineers are no bad random shots; and 
the bushrangers in our own colonies of the Cape and 
Australia need scarcely yield the paa to any soldier- 
robbers in the world. But in Spain the practice is 
invested with a romance and a local colouring, and 
long and unremitting practice has brought it to such 
perfection^ that approximation appears outstripped 
and rivalry impossible. 

The very name of the thing, and the wit involved 
in it, are purely Spanish — Guerrilla^ ^* a little war ;" 
and this gay and sarcastic people give the same name 
to a particular game of cards. The mountainous 
character of the whole of Spain, the demi-savage 
lives of the peasantry, and the familiarity with arms 
begot by the incessant prowling of robbers, and by 
the frequency of war in the country, have combined 
to invest the Guerrilla life with peculiar facilities 
and attractions. It is an old strain in the Iberian 
blood. 

The great Viriatus, who struggled so long and so 
successfully against the might of Rome, was little 
more than a guerrillero; Pelayo and Ramiro, who 
from the Asturian hills went forth to fight against the 
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Moors ; the almugavars, too, who in the middle ages 
were the predecessors of the modem Spanish infantry, 
belonged to the same school of informal but success- 
ful warriors. A rugged spirit of independence is the 
foundation of the character, a spirit as old as the days 
of Hannibal : — 

Anteaqoe Toncido ardiendo ! " 

The grandest specimen of this singular race, since 
Viriatus, sprang up in very recent times, when the 
gigantic oppression of Napoleon called forth a still 
more majestic oiqK>sition. In the brave and energ^ic 
Mioa waa embodied a peraonifioation of the noblest 
{JBatures of guerrilla warbre : for it was no marauding 
purpose, but a tsnkQ love of liberty, a patriotism 
staunch and undying, and proved in courtfl to be 
incorruptible, which led him to inspire his first hand* 
fill of followers with his own indomitable ardour, till 
their numbers swelled to battalions and armies, and 
the plain farmer rose to the rank of Captain-general 
and Grande of Spain. 

Tlw very piovinGialism which is still such a bar to^ 
a strong central gov^nment, retaining, as of old, the 
jealous distinction of separate states and kingdoBM^ 
nurtures the patriotic spirit of fond attachment to the 
soil ; and whatever evils may befal her, Spain will 
never be deficient in Sb bold peasantry, nor want for 
men who love to the death the independenoe of 
their own pueblo. New Minas will ever spring up to 
spring the mine for the foreign invader. In civil 
broils the guerrilla warfare has assumed a far less 
honourable aspect. A flag is hoisted, but the flagia 
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m pretence ; the real pursuit is plunder ; and of late 
years it has been a common saying in Catalonia, 
YalMida^ and parts of Aragon, that *' b guertiBa ts 
d ntado normal 

The Catalan and Valencian guerrillero is a poll- 
tieian ; bat, Iflce more peaoefol pnreners of the game, 
a sham one. In troubled times, if CarUsm beeomes in 
vogue, he starts a Carlist, and shoots and robs the 
natives for Us own behoof. If *^ Centred Junta ^ is 
the word, he calls himself a Centralista, and takes toll 
from both Centralists and Pariiamentarians. If <Tro- 
giess^^ is the shibboleth, he makes the most violent 
pn^ress of any tenant of the hills in plundering and 
stripping the lieges ; and if "* Pronunciami^ntos ^' are 
the order of the day, he pronounces the whole social 
frame unhinged, and himself tiio only equaliser ; he 
will likewise pronounce the arrest of the richest 
men in the province, and the exact amount of their 
ransom. 

Ho is severely impartial, for he will seize and mulct 
them all ; and so long as a man has money, he doesn^ 
care an ajo* for his politics. He will squeeze either . 
money or blood out of him indiflkrently — money if he 
can get it, and blood if he cannot. The brigand 
bands which Zurbano swept from the Catalan princi- 
pality, sprang into life again, in the autumn following 
Bspartero's defeat, amid the prevalent confusion ; and 
MoreUa, renowned as Cabrera's stronghold, was 
haunted by the guerrillas of Lacova. 

The district of Mastrazgof is the political pulse of 
Spain — the true thermometer by which you may 

• A clove of garlic. f El Maestrazgo. 
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its actual state and oonditioii. If ihe 
metnipc^taii heart <^tlie kmgdoiii b^in to palpitate, 
Ifastnu^ 18 instantty in a fero* ; it Madrid is in 
the least ecHumotioD, Maatrai^ is yiolently dis- 
tarbed. 

This htwlesB distriet is the north«n limbof Yalencia» 
extending between Catalonia and Aragon, like a 
flaming tongae, a refiige for all the ontlaws of Spain, 
and for yean infested by three teirible/aoctoso leaders, 
Ctroc, Laoova, and MansL The most noted of these 
was Groc, who» at every firesh pofitical disturbance, 
swdled his goeralla troops with firesh scores of the 
discontented, and saDied forth for raid and foray in his 
equivocal character of half a bandit and half a military 
partisan. His name was the terror of Valencia and 
Aragon; and without exaggeration it was this rugged 
monosyllable which hushed the screaming babes of 
Eastern Spain. Throu^out the winter his depreda* 
tions were incessant, as were likewise the attempts of 
the Captain-General of Valencia to rid the province 
of the scourge, in vain — for Groc had a band of 
facciotot never less than 200 strong. 

The only effectual mode of combating these ban- 
dit guerrilleros was that adopted by General Mina, 
who, in 1835, enrolled a corps of Cazadores de Mon* 
tafia, or mountain riflemen, fortius special duty. These 
were picked and skilful men, of character and tried 
integrity, and with their activity, good rifles, and 
excellent aim, were in a fair way of thinning the 
Sierras of their formidable beasts of prey. But with 
the death of this illustrious General the force fell 
away and decayed, and robbery and partisan warfare. 
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unlike Bernardo del Carpio in Mrs. Hemans^s fine 
ballad, flourished again ^* upon the hills of Spain.^ 

From that to the present moment, not even the 
numerously passengered diligencia is safe in any direo- 
tion, in at all troubled times, and the smaller posts are 
as much at the mercy of bandits as a mouse that has 
strayed from its hole is at the discretion of the cat 
whose paw is lifted over it. It must, however, be 
confessed, that the horrible atrocities of the era of the 
Civil War are now more rarely witnessed, and that 
murder is not superadded to robbery, unless in extreme 
circumstances. But the taking needlessly of human 
life was seven years back but a sport in this country; 
and in 1836 the courier who carried the correspon- 
dence between Zaragoza and Carvera, had his throat 
and his balija^ or leathern letter-bag, mercilessly cut 
together. 

The provinces of Spain are still extremely sensitive 
and tenacious about their local rights, real or assumed; 
and the long and gallant struggle for their Jheros in 
the Vascongadas and Navarre sufficiently indicate 
how these peasants love justice. The wild and rude 
Galicians are of the same character ; and when a few 
years since Senor Mendizabal threatened to remove 
the capital of that province from Coruna to Vigo, 
there were twenty guerrilleros within a week, for one 
that there had been previously, throughout its moun- 
tain districts. In 1821 the announcement of a similar 
measure caused the formation of facciones^ or lawless 
andpredatory bands, in Cotobad, Caldebergan, Montes, 
Codeseda, and Tabricos ; and the remains of those 
guerrilleros infest the province to this hour. 

VOL. I. p 
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' B«t tim •aploHs of gmmUeroft duriiB^ llie winUff 
befon h«t kam gone fur to eoUpse aU that had been 
'WtUMBed be&mt xq Spasiab history. Duriag the 
War cf Independeiue the guerrtUa leviafi w«re fcur the 
BiMb pari pataiotsi, aond plunder waa not their elgaet. 
UndbNT thft lufe of Nanraea and of Br&^o, ail thia was 
okanged, and aeta of robbery and vioIeBee prevailed 
tiirwigh all the old boundaiies of the kingdom of 
Aragon. Maetras^go nearly lost its dietinguiahing 
. pvQd<Nn«Qanae of tnrfattkncoy and Cherta walked in its 
•dMies. Ihemges of Bareelona» Gerona) and Figuetas, 
-tmnafenred tiM diaoidera of Valencia to Catalonia, 
and the ouiura^onA expltoilis of Gbroo wcor^ if pofisibfe 
iRaneoended by thoee of Laeora and Maonaal. Their 
andaeity aft last attained to auah a jnteht thai they 
entered the town of Cherta at midrday^ seized the 
municipal authorities, and did not release them with- 
ont heavy raneonu Many of the dii^road defenders 
<rf Bareelona and Figueras joined these guerrillas, and 
amongit the leob several of the volunteer Frennh 
IL^nblioans^ 

In the deUghlrful state of seeurity thus engendered, 
the riotous portion of the pcpilation ia the small 
Catalan towns and vilhgos too often a^ta in coneest 
with the g^mrrilias on the neighbourii^ sierras. When 
.the rotoi, or ragamuffins, have had their fling long 
enough to fatigue the well«behaved. and quietoitizens, 
and the disposition appears to bet to yield up thanight 
aa well aa day to disturbaoee, yon wiU not unfreijpiantly 
see, at ten or eleven o^ckok, by the straggling light 
,of a feiv scattered oitlamps^ a gathering of deternuned 
men — cabezas de fimUidi or fathecs of families — pre- 
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denting themselves of thdir own aooord m httn<bed» 
before the AloaUesy armed with guas, or bajroaeti, or 
bludgeons, ready at all riak« to dear the. town, and 
earnestly soUoifiing to be led on, in the abseno^ of 
regular troops, for that purpoee* The saganuiffiiia 
speedily disappear, and, in racing phrase, are ^' no^ 
where.**^ The leader of one of these bodies of Penin* 
sular Chartists and physical-force men, y/m onoe 
admitted to a parley with the Alcalde of a small 
provincial tawn, when, in reply to the civil fiiao- 
tionary's remonstrance, he chose to indulge in insolent 
language, and threatened him ev€ai with violence, 
declaring his readiness to make him a prisons. 

'^ Us^d ea quUn ^teda preso I " (It ^s you that ^s the 
prisoner) said the Alcalde, pulling a pistol out of the 
breast of his coat, forcing the ruffian to^ the balcony, 
and roaring out d las awmasi lustantaoeously the 
somatm^ or town lervies^ were raised,, and aided by all 
the Alcalde^s neighbours, who fired from their windows 
m the rebel crowd,, the €ai:tiffe galAaring was disr 
persed, and there wem made fifty prisoners. 

Shooting, i^n the hills of Spain, is no imperilouB 
pastimeu Francisco Caka, a rich Catalan proprietor, 
deiouldered his gun and went out a^^birding on the 
heights between Olot and Figueras. He did not 
return to his family. The fowler fell himself into 
the snare. The guns of the guerilleros co¥^ed him 
as he was covering a perdiz;* they bagged him as he 
lifted the game. It was during the siege of Figu^as. 
No one knew what had become of him, till his family 
received a billet requiring them, to deposit, in a. stated 

£ftrlrid|Bpo« 
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place, a thousand golden doubloons, if they desired 
again to see him alive. Reluctantly, but unavoidably^ 
the enormous ransom was paid. 

The diligencias in these lawless districts are, for 
the most part, at the mercy of brigands, it not being 
the practice here to escort them with detachments 
of cavalry, as is frequently the case with the mails 
between Madrid and Bayonne. It is very unwise to 
carry arms in these vehicles, and it is as well to put 
Englishmen on their guard in this respect. No 
diligencia is ever robbed except by overpowering 
numbers ; and the use of fire-arms by one or twa 
travellers will only procure their assassination. 

If one traveller shows a disposition to use fire-arms, 
the others are pretty sure to prevent him, in the dread 
that all would then be murdered. It is probable that 
half-a-dozen well-armed and resolute men might put 
to flight a score of robbers ; but when it comes to the 
hot conflict, the chances are that your allies will drop 
ofl^, and you will become the solitary victim. Leave, 
therefore, your foolish pocket-pistols behind you; for 
if you produce them they will get you shot, and if you 
don't produce them they will expose you to derision 
(perhaps worse), when the robbers, in stripping you, 
produce them in spite of you. It is an infallible 
maxim, then, that if you carry pistols in Spain they 
will probably shoot yourself! 

The process of rifling a diligencia never occupies 
less than two or three hours ; and to preclude the dis- 
agreeable chance of interruption, and foil those parties 
of cavalry which are sometimes sent out as videttes, 
the vehicle with the mules attached is usually led off 
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.the road» through the hedgeless fields, a distance of at 
least a quarter of a mile. The postilion^ driver^ and 
passengers^ have all this time their hands tied behind 
their backs. When the convoy is brought to a stand, 
they are minutely questioned, and if any personal 
recognitions take place which might afterwards lead 
to detection and prosecution, the party who could 
prove identity is inevitably shot. 

All are laid flat on the ground, with their hands 
still tied and their faces downwards, while the coach 
is deliberately rifled, and every trunk and package 
opened and examined in succession. This process 
<^onsumes a tedious hour ; and in winter, when the 
ground is damp, and when perhaps torrents pf rain 
have fallen, it exposes to imminent peril the. lives of 
the passengers, so that those whom the carbine spares 
have the chance of making their exit in an hospital. 
When the work of plunder is concluded, and the dili- 
gence perhaps reduced to ashes, the robbers move ofl^, 
having first unbound the driver or postilion, who is 
left to unbind the rest at leisure — so great is their 
politeness and humanity* 

A formidable and favourite weapon amongst these 
mountain robbers is the short trabuco, or blunderbuss, 
which they load with a great number of pistol-bullets. 
This '* gaping, wide- mouthed'' weapon discharges its 
spawn rather less harmlessly than the *^ waddling 
frog" of the nursery rhyme ; and it may be conceived 
what slaughter it would commit in the refractory 
interior of a diligence, when' ** let slap " in full force 
against the faces of the passengers. This toy of the 
<;lassic land of brigandage carries at least half a dozeQ 
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deathi. If nothing eke wiB teaoh a prndent eaatioii^ 
it may be inspired by consideration of the &ot, that 
alcaldes, innkeepers, drivers, postffions, and National 
€kiards — in fact, the entire cAcial popoiatkai — »e 
frequently in league with the idbbers. 

When stript of all yonr eaeh and Tslnables, and yon 
haye nothing left to lose, yon are sure to be escorted 
by horse and foot with the most scnipulons and dis- 
interested zeal, so indostriously is the stable bdted 
here when both steed and stirrups are stolen* They 
are particularly carefiil in ihe attrition they show to 
our countrymen — after they have been robbed — 
though to the amonnt of property lost they are indif> 
ferent, believing that every Englidiman has a bound- 
less store ; their ideas being as liberal as those of an 
old Cadiz lady, who once told me that she did not see 
what could be wanted with so many crosses on the 
British fti^, se^g that it is a nation of heath^is. 

The fate of i/laxieWsfiteciosas deserves commisera^ 
tion. These wild guerrilleros, who todc an active 
part against the Provisional Government in Catalonia, 
were defeated early in November by the forces of 
Prim and Sanz. They were immediately shipped on 
board a Government steamer at Barcelona, and con^ 
veyed to Cadiz, where they were shut up in the castle 
of San Sebastian, which was assigned as their place 
of imprisonment. 

These men, about 130 in number, were for the 
most part nearly naked — literaUy, not meta|Aoricaily 
so — their trousers all having dropt to pieces, and 
with nothing more than a shirt or a mg to interpose 
between their shivering frames and the inci^nen<»es 
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of winter. From the ISth of November to the end 
of the year they remained in this state of hideous 
nudity, with no substantial relief; as if it were a plea- 
sure to the authorities to witness the sufferings of the 
conquered. 

The Nationals of Cadiz were invited by the Com- 
mandant-General to part with their spare trousers for 
the use of the mnUiheA/BucvMos ; but the Nationals, 
I suppose, thought themseiveB more unfortunate^ and 
kept their charity looked up at home. At length the 
regiments of Astnrias and Angon were applied to, 
and 120 pairs of used pantaloons were thus provided 
for the prisoners, together with 3^ for each man, 
and lOd, for each officer, — the troops of the Hoo 
doing without trousers (I mean without new trousers) 
until the ensuing year. 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 

THE HUMAN HUNT. — LACOVA's FACGIOSOS. 

The cufltomary turbulence of the Catalan popula- 
tion was increased in a remarkable degree throughout 
the winter of 1843 and spring of 1844 ; the two 
pionthfi^ siege of Barcelona, and the successive sieges 
of Gerona and Figueras, affording an obvious pretext 
for any description of violence throughout the province. 
A peculiar feature of Spanish partisan warfare was 
here made conspicuous, and during the investment of 
Figueras by Prim, which lasted till December, guer- 
rilla parties were commissioned by the indomitable 
Ametller to' infest the country between Figueras and 
the neighbouring French frontier, and the diligence 
to France was often for days interrupted. Guerrilla 
fighting is, in truth, the pastime of the Catalan and 
Valencian population. 

Mastrazgo vindicated to the last its turbulent cha- 
racter, and at the end of the year society there 
resolved itself into its first elements, as in 1838, 
when the bad spirits who took to the hills at the 
close of the civil war, established themselves in per- 
manent revolt against law and order. The guer- 
rillas of Lacova and Groc came forth in their old 
guise of Carlists, for the two guerrilleros named had 
been Carlist leaders, and uniting to their combined 
force the stragglers of Marsal, who had likewise been 
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a leader of Carlist irregulars, ravaged the whole coast 
from Peniscola to Castellan de la Plana, and the 
country inwardly as far as Caliz. 

These desperadoes never numbered less than two 
hundred men, well armed with English muskets, of 
which they had contrived to plunder the regular 
troops. They took such considerable towns as Gall 
and Caliz by assault, and carried off the alcaldes and 
other leading inhabitants, not one of whom they 
released till they had obtained a heavy ransom. In 
^Iore than one encounter with the regulars they came 
off victorious, maintaining a steady fire, provoking and 
setting them at defiance, and ultimately retiring in 
good order. They boa#ted that they were partisans 
of absolutism, called the troops " Negros," the oppro- 
brious sobriquet for Liberals, and robbed in the 
name of '^ Carlos Quinto"" and Religion ! 

The name by which the bandits of Mastrazgo and 
the class generally are known throughout Spain, is an 
expressive one — "latro facciosos ^^— -indicating the 
combination which all these turbulent characters 
present of actual brigandage and nominal adhesion 
to the standard of some political party, usually Car- 
list. This worst species of guerillero has always been 
more deeply rooted in the province of Valencia, and 
especially in the wild Mastrazgo, than in any other 
part of the Peninsula. 

Next to Grpc, the greatest latro-factious leader of 
late years in this district, who defied until lately all 
the efforts of successive [governments to put him 
down, was the ruthless and sanguinary Lacova. 
Through Benasal, Yallibonai Espadilla, and Xerica» 
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he ruled mth iron Bnd indooiitiUe sway ; paansg- 
fixxm Bortfa to eeuth with his terrible band like 
a tempest of fire, retaining an i^my of spies, and 
extorting immom from all tiie wealthy inhabitants. 
His last exploit was to shoot tiie alcalde and syndie 
of the Aymitami^to of Gholos, because they refased 
him 10,000 leala. 

LaeoWs earoer was long, and in an eminent degree 
snoeessful. It has recently, however, been terminated 
by means as violent as those which he himself put in 
pnuBtiee, and the latro-faotious chief of the Mastrazgo 
will abstain long enough from arresting pompous 
sicaldes by warrant of blunderbuss, and detaining 
sabstantial labradores till ransomed. The caudillo 
has been flung into a narrow prison, and none in 
Catalonia «Qr Yalendia will hooiceforth be quieter : — 

<* No aloanza perezoso 

^ Trinnfos ni yitoria alguna." 

The powerftil guerrilla under his command attained 
at last to sndi mastery through the Valencian and 
Catalan territory, extended its depredations to such 
outrageous lengths, and enjoyed such impunity in its 
eomriaSf that the Cariist foKxi^&M of the Pyrenees, 
and their reekless brethren in the adjacent districts 
of France, were inspired with fr-erii oonfidenee, and 
came flocking to his lawless standard. The govern* 
ment lit last beoame seriouriy alanned, and the mili- 
tary g^uB of Narvaez was rdl>uked by the impunity 
esfioyed beneath his sway by a horde of robbers. A 
severe censure was forwarded to General YillalcnQ^ 
for the impoteftey of all his effi>rts to quell tiiese in- 
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tolerable dumrden, he was ordered on pam of recal 
to padfy Valenoia, and (still better than idle remon- 
strsBoes) waa fntnished with additional troops, and 
with the mefUDs of making an irresistiUe demonstra- 
tion. Villalonga, stiing to tiie quick, and pat upon 
his mettle, took terrible measures of eactermination. 
His sealpds and lancets were ranged in order to out 
cfut the soeial gangrene, and nodiing was wanting to 
the suocess of the operation but to bring the refeao* 
toiy pati^it within reach. 

For this purpose he resorted to extraordinary 
means* His invading army (for it was little less) 
assembled at Uldeeooa. From tiienoe Yilhlonga 
issued his summons to the inhabitants of all the 
country round, for a distanoe of sereral leagues. 
The time, he said, was come for striking a deein^ 
blow, and ridding tiiemsdTes for ever of the most 
frightful ]fdague that had ever devastated even that 
unhappy country. For years they had not tasted 
security or repose. Their proi>erties, their persons, 
their lives, were the prey of remorseless bandits ; at 
night they could not sleep in peace, by day they were 
exposed to hourly danger. One great effi)rt, and 
their tortures were ended. 

Forty different pueblos responded to the call, arose 
and armed themselves £n masm^ and went forth to do 
battle against the factions bands. V iilalonga officered 
these irregular musters from his own staff. The 
volunteer levies comprised the ^itire male popuIatica^ 
from 16 to 50 years aS age. The troops and anned 
ehiliatts were divided into sever^ columns, an im« 
mense line was eictended, «id throughout its wlude 
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length communications were strictly maintained. The 
plans of the General were kept rigidly a secret. His 
troops were marched into the disturbed districts; 
fresh accessions of labradores and peasantry joined 
them at every step, the line was more and more 
extended, and finally closed in a circle, comprising an 
immense tract of country. It was precisely, but on 
A vastly larger scale, like a battue formed for the 
extermination of predatory wolveSi and the rallying 
cry of the people was ^' Mueran hs lohos/acciososJ'' 

When the circle was closed, an alarm was rung 
from the bells of every church in the district. Close 
Biege was laid to the villages inclosed within the ring, 
And none were permitted to leave it upon any pretext 
whatever. Old men and women and children alone 
were suffered to remain inactive. The fields were all 
deserted, and agricultural labour suspended. The 
harvest was left for that week unheeded, and the idle 
ox might be seen eating up the grain which he should 
have trodden out on the area, the bulk, however, of 
the flocks and herds being driven forth from the 
blockade. 

The work of deadly preparation was carried on 
upon the most extensive scale, and Yillalonga's 
energetic orders seemed to have provided for every 
contingency. As none were allowed to go forth from 
the circle, so none were permitted to enter it, unless 
provided with a special passport obtained with great 
difficulty from the military commandant of the Mas- 
trazgo; while the smallest quantity of provisions 
attempted to be introduced into the line, except for 
ihe use of the commissariat, subjected its luckless 



Digitized by 



Google 



221 

bearer to a great probability of being shot. In 
maintaining all these arrangements, Villalonga was 
inflexible. 

The preliminary dispositions being completed, the 
circle was soon made closer and closer, and the second 
day they came on the immediate track of the facdotos* 
Where had the doomed banditti fixed themselves t 
In one of the most renowned localities of modem 
Spain^ the castellated stronghold of Morella, wher^ 
Cabrera so long maintained himself against the over^ 
powering force of Espartero. 

Here Lacova fortified his position skilfully with his 
imperfect means, and cheered his drooping guerril- 
leros to sell their lives at an enormous price. For 
two days they held their ground, their fusils and 
blunderbusses making great havoc amongst the invad- 
ing army. But weakened by want of food, — ^for 
Yillalonga's artful dispositions had completely cut ofF 
their supplies, — ^and with no artillery or powerful 
defensive means, what could they do against over- 
whelming numbers ? For every man within the rude 
mountain-fortress, there were full a hundred assailants* 
Their stronghold was carried at last by assault, and 
indiscriminate slaughter was dealt amongst its de- 
fenders. 

Lacova, El Serrador, and seventeen others, includ- 
ing nearly all the leaders, were shot dead on the spot ; 
the remainder, of whom most were wounded, were 
made prisoners and shot the next day. The official 
return gave ISS/usilados I The circle was still made 
closer and closer, and the smaller guerrilla of Marsal 
was seized in a different direction. There were here 
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likewise ten guenilleros shot, inehidiDg the blood- 
dauned assiMsin Taruiquet ; while in the bowels of a 
cavern was seized and bayoneted the guercilla chief 
Guel^ who had viinly surroonded himself with an 
abundant stove of proTisicna, xiee, salt fish, and 
savoury tQeina — ^almost a year's supply. This robber 
had an evident reluoianesto die ; but Us well-slocked 
krder did not avail hinu The soldisNnri almost as 
savage as he, cooked and ate his boarded victuals by 
tiie nde of hia bleedmg- eorpse ; &r the commissariat 
in Spanish military expeditions is. so seandaloudy ilt 
aiippiied that, when an c^portunity n affiurded them, 
it ift impossible to pvevestt the sddiers bom eating on 
the bodies of their prostsate foes. 

Mastrazgo was purified by this Warsaw-lHce, hot, 
perhaps, indisp^Mable meanure; iis giierriUas (dept 
m hesfadrup trendies, and its; roads tor a time were 
safe to travdlers as well as natives ; for the renowoed 
giierzillero^ Oroe, was eventually buttered with the 
rest ; hut it soon returned to its normal state of hiw^ 
less violenae and depredation, and its wM sierras are 
Ikgain the rotreat of the outlaws of wide Spain. ^^ Em 
inutily'^ says a Castilian prorerb, '' eb tr maimdo kor- 
mi^cu /^ — It i9 useless killing antSy they will swarm as 
thick as ever. 
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CHAPTER XXV. 

VBB PRairiTKCIAJIUBNTOy THE ASOITASCV TSK ALB090T0*- 
VABIBTIES OF TH£ PKNUI8ULAB BMSITTB — THB HOJA 

TOLANTS AND THE BLIND — FKEBMASONRT ^BEPCBLl- 

CANS POLITICAL INTRIGUE. 

The reoipe foe & Spanish Proouaeiami^Qto w very 
simple^ Buy over three or four officers and a doz^i 
aergeants of a regimeut* Give twenty dollars to each 
rofficer,and afour-doUar-pieeatoeadEiof thesei|[eaat8 ; 
give a peseta to a blind news-hawker, and a well- 
inveuted tale of poUticaL raaeality of any kind ; dis- 
tribute a seore of rusty guns and pktols among as 
many mauvais sujets; appoiivt a partieular hour for 
an explonon, and the thing is almost as infallibly 
aooomplished as the reeent blowing up of the Shak- 
q>eare Cliff at Dover. 

Dispose your tnaawais sujeU by twt>a and threea m 
any one of the publio places oar squares. These are 
the nibclei of groups, which are sure speedily to form 
around them ; let your blackguards and ringleaders 
fire some blank cartridge in the air, throw in (if you 
will) the riling of a church-bell or two, and the 
breaking of a few obnoxious windows, 

«To make like gnwl lliiek and slab/* 

The unwonted noise arouses the soldiers in their 
barracks, the sergeants i^eedily ^^ insurrectioniza" 
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tbeir battalions, the pre-paid officers are curiously on 
the spot— by accident — to sanction the sergeants* 
doings in the name of the higher powers ; vivas are 
uttered, the streets are paraded, *' the new system is 
enthroned,^^ and the Pronunciami^nto is ah*eady '^ un 
fait accompli r 

The Asonada, or tumultuous assemblage of the 
people, is chiefly to be dreaded by the authorities 
as the preliminary to an emeute^ or overt acts of vio- 
lence, known as the Alboroto. In no part, even of 
the south of Europe, are wilder gesticulations, more 
rapid movements, or a greater vivacity of speech and 
glances, met with than in Span. All the Moorish 
blood that circles in their veins — and the Spaniards 
are still half Moors — ^is then in rapid motion ; and 
the wild ^^algazara^^ or uproar of human voices, 
which rose from their ancestors in war (sometimes in 
peace), is witnessed in perfection. . ' 

Maddened orators leap to every elevated point, or 
are raised upon the shoulders of their less fluent 
brethren, and the excitement thus obtains a voice, 
a centre, and a direction. Words of fury and revenge 
are poured forth like lava on the multitude — ^fury and 
revenge, which take the names of justice, right, and 
liberty — the leash of conventional respect or fear, 
that binds the passions of the crowd, is gradually- 
loosened, until at last it is let slip, and the terrible 
" muera I ^' or, Death to the tyrant ! bursts from a 
hundred voices. There is a standing law at Seville, 
which requires all proprietors of caf^s and drinking- 
houses to shut their doors and expel all their 
inmates when an Asonada occurs in the streets, the 
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object being to prevent the formation of a point 
d'appui. 

I met an aged man in Barcelona, whose gray hairs 
gave added force to his eloquent denunciations against 
civil strife. He had indeed a right to raise his voice. 
On the 24th September, 1843, his son was tied by 
the Patulea, then in possession of the fort of Ataraz- 
anas, to a rope which descended from the national 
flag-post, and left swinging above, as if in mockery 
of the opposite fort of Monjuich, occupied by the 
Government troops ; and there did the wretch remain 
thus horribly suspended, until a cannon-ball from the 
castle struck him right in the centre of the body, 
which it fairly divided — releasing him in death ! His 
only crime was that he was a prisoner, suspected of 
the intention to desert, and perhaps, to turn informer. 
But that venerable gray-haired man attested that 
there never was a better son. 

The peninsular alborotador or agitator is no despi- 
cable coward who mouths his big defiance and shrinks 
from the actual contest, or sets on a crowd of dupes 
to desert them in their need. No, by my santiguada I 
he takes the field instantly, and is in arms at the first 
scent of an imaginary grievance. There are no cold 
temperaments in Spain. When the alborotador is 
caught, he is instantly shot ; and if there be fame in 
being a leader here, there is likewise danger. Rebels 
and rats receive similar treatment. When Riera was 
taken, he claimed his life under the terms on the faith 
of which his band laid down their arms. Nevertheless, 
the authorities shot him — ^because he was an albolro- * 
tador, and ticketed '^ dangerous ! ^^ 

VOL. I. Q 
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munications, there is a constant exchange bet^^MJ 
tim (fiflSEfrent' towns and citieli as b^Ween tlte vseridus 
tttmpeM capitals, andf a premtam is ^Ucfwdd uponf^ 
pflqrmeiifs in tfcd of dhiarf tSlvet currency. Betw^eur 
Seiriih' and Madrid at short dat^s tpoii sitver paf- 
iifietotir the premitiih Is one per c#iit. * upofl gold it i» 
cmisiderably higher. Ota Santandef the premlunft isr 
otte-and-a-half, on Granada on^half, Ban^dona par, 
Alicante pat. Thns it will be seen that the crea cont- 
itttmication, which in other countries is held tor be 
most dangerous (the very charter-parties speak of 
'* perils of the sea")) is here accounted less dangerous 
thaft the land ; and the ftirther you have to go by 
land the higher becomes the premium. 

For a few leagues across the robber-infested Ronda 
from Seville to Granada you are charged one-half per 
cent, and for going round Spain to Barcelona you 
are charged nothing. Between Cadiz and Seville no 
premium is required, the distance being accomplished 
iti the Guadalquivir steamers. It is scarcely neces- 
sary to say, thai the solution of the enigma is the 
fact of the land routes being infested by robbeUe ; so 
that the traveller in Spain has to Contribute to the 
ladrones' joint-stoek purse in more Ways than one. 
You pay when you are robbed, and you pay for not 
being robbed ; and you stand withal a very consider- 
able chance of having your clothes stripped off yonr 
baek, to help the natives in their researches into a 
popular problem — whether an Englishman's clothen 
are not stitched with gold thread ? 

In all the cities of Spain, and iii the metropolis to* 
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9 icoMrtabb estMit^ a UmiSmg owmfmiiom «f iber blind 
is to hawk about newspapers, and still eteapef sbo^lMi 
waiHmwnag the latest ioMtigme^-'^af uflmfa&ti- as 
Huf me tenned. These biikid men mte sometiinei 
eiKployed ae pelitiisal agente, prcMfainiiBf togetfewr 
With the titls ef tibe paper » mktkgme rahmm& ef sis 
eett tett t a . Ibie is written ^ tbevi beferehand, and 
earefnUf eomaiitted to memorjr ; afid aa it ie alwsjw 
mwAe partteuherlf attraetive upon sooh occasbae, the" 
effeet upon^ the eusoeptSble pepalace may be readilf 
conceived. Even amongst our sober erfves, tbs catdH 
pefin J anuoutieeiiieiit of a *^ horrid murder/^ by some 
peripatetic fellow of Stentorian hrngs, often abnme 
to a moet eatraordioary degree a. wfade street or 
district. 

Imagine then tiie eiRset amengsl these ^ souls made 
of fire and children of the sun^*^ when the hxsty- 
hmged eieff^ trnmpete forth a wfaeiesaie execution at 
Madridy or a horrid bamhardment at Barcelona. Of 
the twenty or thirty slight ^meiites and ansuccemfiii 
pronunciamientos^ which intervened at Seville between 
the siege and the meeting of the Cdrtee, at least half 
were got up by concert with these blind hawkers ; and 
the last act of the Exaltedo political chief Bueno before 
his disnwisal, was the iwmiiig of a bando to control 
the practice. 

FreemasooryftMiriBhee extensi vdy in the Peinneiila. 
The principle of open political association not being 
underetood or rehslied, and the excitement of snch 
gatherings being indeed irreconcilable with the hot 
southern temperament, political iHtrigues and macfai** 
nations are carried en by the agency of secret soeie- 
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ties^ and the Masonio institution is adopted as ttie 
readiest means. 

The active prohibition, likewise, in operation down 
to the destruction of the Holy Office in the present 
century, has rather contributed to keep life in the 
system, being analogous in its effects to all other per- 
secutions ; and the Spaniards, still new-fangled with 
constitutional liberty, and talking much and under- 
standing little about it, rattle Freemasonry as a toy, 
which their frowning papa, Ferdinand, so long kept 
out of their hands. 

The Church has set her face against it, but the 
Spanish Liberal cares little for the Church; and 
political churchmen, who laugh at ecclesiastical rule, 
are to be found amongst the members of the Masonic 
lodges. Even in the prevalent freedom, however, 
the badges are not displayed ; but the symbols are, 
nevertheless, set significantly enough at times before 
the public eye, in pamphlets and newspaper articles, 
where the points are arranged in Masonic form, thus : 
— :• , : . : &c. 

A peculiarity of political circles here is, that con- 
fidence is wholly impossible. The time invariably 
comes when the most recondite secrets of state are 
remorselessly divulged. The torrent of intrigue breaks 
down all barriers, the vortex of party absorbs con- 
siderations of reserve and decency, and the necessities 
of the hour override the most cogent dictates of pro- 
priety. Suspicion invades the cabinet council, sus- 
picion mars the unofficial unbending of Ministerial 
retirement and repose. 

You know not who may be a traitor. Such .are 
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the blessings of unbridled faotion, and such the fruits 
of ambition^ in a country where all are ambitious ! 
You cannot confide, lest your confidence be betrayed; 
you cannot disclose your most darling secrets, for you 
know not the hour when your pericardium will be laid 
bare. The statesman must be guided by the heart- 
less maxim — " Trust not, for you will be betrayed !" 
His very jests, perhaps, will be grievously distorted, 
and his lightest word converted into a damning 
evidence. Let him to whose existence intrigue is not 
essential, retire from the political scene. Let him 
withdraw at once, like Lopez and Luzuriaga. He 
knows not how soon his Sovereign may be false ! 

The Spaniards are very capital fellows to counter- 
act each other, and this is a pursuit in which they 
take the greatest delight. Let any man harbour a 
darling project, and he is sure to be the butt of the 
pleasantry or malignity of all his acquaintance. 
Above all, let him have a scheme of ambition, a plan 
for his own advancement, and a hundred wits are 
actively employed to thwart him. 

They cannot comprehend, good-natured people! 
why any man should aspire to elevation above his 
fellows, or should attain distinction over themselves 
even for patriotism or virtue. If he act, they counter- 
act ; if he intrigue, they cross-intrigue ; so that to 
get on at all here, is a primdjacie proof of cleverness. 
Put one of your feet upon the first round of the ladder 
of promotion, and you will have a hundred pulling 
you back by the skirts. This is true of all countries, 
but it is especially true of Spain. 
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M»d fl»eglao|» his own, 4oea aMtkiqf iiiniiolf juad vill 
let (Sthi^s «ii0O0ed m OQUnng. it «»tmcMb iae atattor of 
w^rprisflt, tfawt a cfMioiry whMi has b«ea goisg to ike 
4 — 1 for eeaituria$« 10 dow in a tmty iaferaal eonditioii, 
a»d that everything ia it appMis to be «K»uiuGt6d in 
the teeth of eommcn nenae. 

The floaadalxMis soeoes thm^ngli whic^ infantine 
xojralty has been reoenily dragged at Madrid, have 
eonfiidierably inoreaaed (a i^esidt lAach. might have 
been anticipated) the number of Pemnsmlar republi- 
4)ans.. The usual eharaeteristie of this class here is 
intensity of political feeling, adad great loigth of 
beard. 

The flawing locks which were ao .eornmonly dis- 
played some years back by tbd yoimger members of 
thye fratemity, both in France and Spain, have now 
j9omewhat fallen into desuetude ; but the long growth 
of b^rd ifl still vary generally eherifihed* waving phi- 
loaophieally over the stomach, or descending, at leaet, 
till it touches the top of the cheat. The more elderly 
and influential members of the party, do not com- 
monly make themselves ridieulotts by these displays, 
, Aware that aingularity abridges the power of the poli- 
.tician ; but all those over whose beftds more thsm a 
third of a cesitury has Bot rolled* piqne themfiielves 
on the hndiy asawmamc^ m the type <£ »adepe»dent 
foaeahood, and «nca'gger through iCiFcry ^^ti$ in lesact 
proportion to tba l^igtli 4>{ their ^^hin^lestiQKmery. 
The hundrod-iKuttoied paJetd is designed as a subati- 
tute for the toffa^ and a iwpjleas wide^brimiBed bat iar 
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tfmg whkk p^rfe^ j^r^senblwoe t^ the Bri;ii;uMi 
wd tb^ Oin^iiiQiiitiiAc^ 

Tbd iK>utb af Spaia has Jhien n coogid^rabld fpmi 
of Republicanism 0Me^ :WW» the CooitituQut C^hI^cm 
Mft at Cadiz iM JSIS^ .and the £mpe;rar Pom P^dro 
of 3ra2al bad a project* which found many abettw^t 
i)if nnitinj^ PqrtngiJ.and Andalucia (the old Mooriish 
temipry) into one Federative Unioi^ to be oalled the 
Jb^rian Bepublic. There are nnmerous anti-regal 
enthusiafits here, who say, that sooner or later the day 
mH (Qo«oi^ whan Spain* thjPi»igb h^r eternal eontersts, 
wiil epnverge to tlve only eonstitution wbi^^h eo^it^ber^ 
and one Federative Bepnblic miS^ embr^e tbe )vb0l^ 
P]e»iiiailla^ from Lisbon to Barcelona. 

Tbe strength c^ the jK^pnblijoan party i«iaon^wbat 
^tiater than is generally ixnagined Tl^ pure 
B^piublioam^ ^wrbo puab their theoretical views tp 
is^wveniient practical liQ^etb«f> fornyi anineoni^derftble 
MAPoriiy. Tbe RepMbli^an Aasociation of Cadiz, the 
^Ai&c i»^^ ofmmvmim^Q&irtiii^n ^f their memberis to 
WMt im tto alealde ^ <ine of tbe oity barrios or dia^ 
tiiat^, withjan :i^tiiiiiatipii th^ be .muat cea^ to dia- 
efaaige tbe 4utim of ibi# office, or consent to have Jus 
nam^ «irased Jbam^ the Uat ^f bii9 republican brethren* 
Tbe itdealde c9«8^U^ .wvtb ih# i^equiaition— pei^haps 
beoapte the gffi^ is puively jbrnprary, and brings np 
twobumat. 

Thus, Jtbe (SuUica^ le^t of wiiJidrawal of all 
tmrniaamoe and jiii^KMft irqw ^iatiHg institutions, in 
IkiiixMitmfie, eost nolbiqg. There were at the sanip 
Awne Ax00 defmUmm i>S tbp ^iif gi^tos, iwbo, though 
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Republicans, held, and were peimitted still to hold 
the posts, with ample emoluments annexed, which 
they accepted from the Moderados of the Excelenti- 
simo Ayuntamiento. So strange are the inconeus- 
tencies entailed by the love of lucre ! 

There are two orders of Spanish Republicans — ^the 
probationary, and the Republican firmado. The 
former are novices. The latter have solemnly signed 
their detestation of royalty, and all its accessories. 
Freemasonry is mixed up with all these secret 
societies. 

The name, by which the Carlists now call them* 
selves, is " the partisans of pure royalty.'' When the 
designation of a political party offends the nostrils of 
a people, it is sound policy to change it. Sweeten 
the nauseous draught, if you mean the patient to 
swallow it. It is impossible to calculate how much 
benefit resulted in England, from the judicious course 
of substituting the conciliatory epithet ^^ Conserva- 
tive," for the ugly old name of " Tory." But the 
softening down by the Spanish Carlists of their name 
and apparent pretensions, is rather raw and audacious 
amid the glare of their recent atrocities. ** Pure ''^ 
was the blood they shed. By the same rule, a mur- 
derer might write himself down ^' a phlebotomist !" 

Of all the malcontents and agitators in Spain, the 
most active and formidable is the Cesante or employe 
out of place. This man's faculties are sharpened by 
personal injustice, as he conceives it, or hardship, as 
the most moderate must regard it. Without ever 
having misconducted himself, nay, with constant com* - 
mendations for his zeal and efficiency, he is turned out 
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to make room for a dolt, through motives purely of 
party and of faction. He is therefore forced to 
become factious himself, that he may upset the 
ministry, and get reinstated. He is possessed of 
official secrets^ of experience, and iavoir faire. He 
has intellect, education — ^knowledge is his power. 
Many hundreds of these are arrayed against each new 
ministry. And thus it comes to pass, as the sage 
politician Don Quixote avers, that '' en los reinos y 
provinoias nuevamente conquistados, nunca estan tan 
quietos los animos de sus naturales, ni tan de parte 
del nuevo senor, que no se tenga temor de que han de 
haeer alguna novedad para alterar de nuevo las cosas,, 
y volver, como dicen, a probar ventura." " In king- 
doms and provinces newly conquered, the minds of 
the people are never so quiet, nor so much on the 
side of the new ruler, that there is not a fear of their 
making some fresh movement to alter anew the face 
of things, and, as they say, again to try fortune !" 
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CUAPTETR :XXTI. 

Whilst ik» Ei»gUsbii»fi« ifl^eUed, perbapsj 1^ 
«tke exigencies of a nortlMn clinkata, aukk€is tb« pi^ 
vitton and furnisbing of a oomfortaU^ h^me a paissr 
'mousit oQiiflidenitioxi, this obj»t in ti»e Pe«»ofliil« is 
v^rjr aeeoiidarj, and iittle, if at all, 'regardidd^ Lilo 
4be aneient R4:)niaBa» tbs «iadana Spaniard mwQ^ 
flreposes for the ni{^ in Jiis ludsti, '' ciAimlo kctuiQqmT 
and ea>ergiiig early, aftisr the fashion of a liond^a 
ohib^man, breaklasts,jsmakes, dinefl, iaii«s ooffee, ai^is^ 
iteiks^politios, Mrrites his l^U^sgns, rea4s the joiew^p$>j!)^ 
dozes, pariiaps takes his^ioabur^oos ^ hu.t pa9a the 
night in the Cafi6. It has a billiard-room below, and 
a gambling-room above, and he may risk at choice his 
pesetas at the former — ^his dollars or doubloons at the 
latter. 

The caf(^ is, in fact, a club ; for men of simple wants 
and social habits a very convenient one, and, as if in 
contempt of London exclusiveness, it is open to all the 
world. Here the political eflFervescence of Spain often 
leads to the most violent scenes. At the beginning 
of 1844, in the principal caf(6 of Zaragoza, after Bar- 
celona the most turbulent city of Spain, an officer of 
the garrison was assailed and insulted for the despotic 
acts of Narvaez and the Moderados. 
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From lasf^uage of ioereamng asperity, .aod of ti)»t 

tbey ftMBed to jbia«l9is2g« and the^afiie^'aepitdbbB vmre 
bnndbni sni rufflad «i tiiie:inti«ie. He iwtantljr di^vfr 
his sword, wounded some .of bi« »tt4i^vfironii^'»» h^od 
miwHai fliang aj^ Uxa, and was driv:ea wkh Jua baok to 
tha wfldl. Other idSoens and soldi^s re|»airad to the 
■m&oieyjmd blooi wasti^d; nor were the eomhataois 
ms^mted uDtilthepolitioal chief aad mttoieipal guard 
iflrrived to ntaka ifaem priaonors. So f reat w«a the 
violaace used coi this otoeaaion, tha(t .firesarms were 
produced aod .mtvuBreftia shots disdiarged withim the 
0ai6 (the w^U-lcnoim ^ttbablishxneat of JJbcneaio) ; and 
After .the mother offieors and military inteerposedf an 
^orez'^ of the Begiment of America wa« hit by a pistol 
bullet, the caj-ryisg of pooket-pistok being too ^oouDcm 
ui Spaitish -cities during p^ioda of excitement. Thter^- 
upon the ofi&oersfell with thek swordsuponthe eivilians^ 
ibict tibe latter w^sre well provided with sword-^stioks to 
jneet theoa ; ariid while these f^dnced and deali each 
othier aomie aevere Uows, the two or three soldiery wtbo 
.took part in tke &ay d^beratejy fired on t)ie body of 
civilians, and the latter discharged all the pistols they 
.«a«ried. 

The^eafg siiibsequenAly bore tok^aa of tba skkiuidk, 
mfwmsi bdUets jhejng loj^ed m the woed«work;, an4 
divers ^bflira ai^d t^ibks ahattered to pieces. F^r- 
irata^bffiy, ikou^ nevieral pf the eo^ibatoAts w&re 
wmmdM,, nom 4mA ^ ^.nd, aa a by-rstaoder remarked 
^m$h peeitlaar .nappfaaiajiaes '' Xbere was good prae- 
•tiee U» ti^$mrg»amfO( Z^ago^a/' Bo strong, unfor- 
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tynately, became the animosity between the towns- 
people and the troops of the line, that on the same night 
an attempt was made to poniard Captain Don Ber- 
nardo Taulet, by three men muffled in cloaks^ who 
dogged him to his door. 

The hot blood of Zaragoza was not to be appeased 
without some retributive violence. The captain, 
through personal activity, escaped, but the Zara- 
gozanos were on the alert next day. Incendiary 
placards were affixed on the comers of the leading 
streets, the military, everywhere that they appeared, 
were goaded by insulting words, by the bitter amoffos 
which the natives of this boisterous city know so well 
how to fling like firebrands ; and the Jota Aragonem 
was played and sung with the customary effect of the 
most mischievous of popular ballads. Alborotadores^ 
noisy agitators, vociferated at every shop-door and in 
every square, and a general motin was organised. 
Meanwhile the Gefe Politico, Mariano Munoz y 
Lopez, the captain-general, and the Moderado sections 
of the municipality and provincial deputation, were 
not indifferent spectators, and took effective precau- 
tions. 

Proclamations were put forth, the Novinma Reea- 
pilaeion was quoted as to the use of prohibited arms, 
the garrison was harangued, the Gefe Politico swept 
out the political clubs and Casas de Juego, or gam- 
bling-houses, which are the foci of all disturbances at 
Zaragoza, and the popular opponents of Narvaez's 
government were driven to extremities. They assem- 
bled in the Plaza de la Constitucion with such arms 
as they could muster, were instantly charged by a 
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regiment of infantry, and dispersed in the twinkling 
of an eye; thus proving how much better than 
Espartero, Narvaez wields the resources of a military 
despotism. 

But the passions, once let loose in Spain, are not so 
easily crushed or appeased. Fresh sources of exaspera- 
tion arose, insults were exchanged, and partial conflicts 
took place between the military and the townspeople. 
The local press took up the subject, and strong arti- 
AileB appeared in the Progresista journals, condemna- 
tory of "military ruffianism.''^ The military were 
determined to have their revenge. At eight o'clock in 
the evening, when the principal Zaragozanos are 
nsually assembled in the great caf^ of Gregorio 
Jimeno, a number of military officers entered the 
upper rooms of the caf6, called for glasses of liqueur, 
and were supplied both with these and with the small 
brass pan of charcoal to light their cigars, which in 
Spain is invariably presented on your entering a cafe ; 
the assumption being that every man is a smoker, and 
the waiter's surprise if you do not take a light, being 
usually expressed in the phrase of astonishment — 
Qtte f listed nofuma ! " What ! you don't smoke ! ^ 

The officers upon this occasion having lit their 
cigars, among Spaniards the universal accompaniment 
of conspiracy, love, and murder, flung their glasses 
about the room, broke up the charcoal-pan, and 
dashed its fragments and the burning embers amongst 
the tables and benches. They then called for an 
obnoxious Progresista journal, the Liberal Aragoneae^ 
which they tore in pieces, and likewise flung about 
the room with desperate imprecations against the 
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totiMptoyl«k Meattwlule, itaitber ptfr^y of 
eal;«red iiie eaf& below, i^ciired the doots,. Mid eAcfK 
iiig d junotion with tlieir cdrntscles, drew their swordi^ 
and began an indiscriminate attack on the mHAasuf' 
prreMDt^ of wfaons five were" seTerriy wooaded* SoAie 
of the bitter drew poeket-pistdB^ one* or two ahotvv 
were fired, and aa officer of earabiniera was UkeiWMe 
wemded. The authorities interpoiedy the eaf6 was 
cluflsd for eight days, but the miUtary were loft 
uapimidied. 

This Algerine despcitieor led tor the natural results. 
iSar»:g03Ba i« ntui Mfade of mettle to be put down witk* 
out a yebement strugj^. Ten days afterwards there 
waa a pitched battle in the streets between the people 
and the soldiery, aftd on both sides there were ktUed 
and wounded* But the popuhtee were imp^feetly 
armed, the troops naBM«t)iis, and the insarrectioii was 
of' cMfse suppressed. 

The most inveterate agitator and alborotader of 
2>arag02a is an individaal named Artaly a prefeanonal 
pttteher of ebflstitntioiMi and of breedies, a reyohition'^ 
ist and tailor by trada This personage ia as famous 
all over Spain, as was the Mdd of Zaragoza before 
him; and seems destmed to prove what ratour nmy 
sldmber in the arm of the ninth part of a soan,. as she 
decnonstrated what but half a man can aceomplisb. 
Seriously, Artal is a noisy defoagogue, bnt be is dbo 
a mail of great bravery^ and is one of many medem 
im^tances wl»0h show how utt^ly grooadless ia the 
vulgar prejadiee agasasi the maoly parts of tailors* 
Artal took his share in neariy aU these ca£s fransse- 
tk>ns, and more than one of the military bnllieaissaid 
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i4 }Hm friteff hmiba^h hk pi(^^Y« Be i% ih^ had^ <^ 
a formidabfe tm^y M- cAd^r 6f the imlSkmi flitfil^li' 
o#]SiMgi(f^ ;- tfnA htn^ M^ hem tatm&ei, ind «r- 
d'ap^iet for ^rM h^ ce¥MV]imi«e ctf ilicilin; th^ fn^ciMm 

lay dcM'A i\i^ aifniiK 

Tb« «tt4lS life ^ Sparihd «tt«»e# an cMii^ dd«ttix€di«» 
of ittilffia^ Md civiSoM itt t^«^ «i^Unsfa«^i€nHi«k 

sMi, ai^ pemymi ({ttdtt^fe of fi<#4uMt tmtitrhnmi 
Eitelusk^ cinol^ ^»& \tn\in(mn and tmi^iii^d ; mA 
ike eftpentse of maffltaining « mjlttary etob (dVM if 
such a tiring ^^e d.A' eoAgemal as it it abhanfent to 
the natkfiial manners), v^'ettH, wHh the necessary 
re^ttisites and cottribrtiB^ entirely e^tceed fhe limited 
meams of the service. 

Private fortime* attv e«ftetedingly rare in the Spauisli 
army, and the pay is barely eqtfal to snstainin^ the 
appearance of a gentleman. In most of our regimental ' 
messes, and »t Oxford and Cambridge, it would be 
c^ilsidered little better than servants' wages. I'be 
isrfbirende isf rather less favourable to English than t^ 
Spanish society ; and presnmpti<m and rni*>len€to, 
ptants hidigenotts tc^ Wealthy Briton, happily do not 
fl'otfrtsh in the s^l of Spawi. An English nebfeman 
^tes his valet as mirch per anniiin as the Queen? of 
Spain does to a captain m her army. The miKtary 
oftcer here is therefore cm a let^I with the middle 
classes, and mixes mtrch with them. Baron de Meer, 
on his arritaf in Barcelona, endeavoured to prevent 
his officers from frequenting the caffo and gating- 
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houses, and from talking politics to the townspeople ; 
but the regulation was soon made nugatory. 

The most fashionable description of caf^ in southern 
l^ain is the Neveria, or ice-house, where bad water 
and cream ices may be eaten through the summer 
months. It is strange how little this luxury is deve- 
loped here, where the excessive heat makes it so 
requisite to comfortable existence ; in Cadiz, Seville, 
and Gibraltar, there is not more than one for each 
town ; and the absence of competition excludes in the 
preparation of the ices the due degree of care. But 
it is ill choosing where there are not two of a kind, and 
the bad is received as a substitute for the best. 

The variety of character which one meets in the 
caS4a at Cadiz and Gibraltar, is very striking. The 
representatives of all nations are there: the naval 
uniforms of most nations^ the inelegant military uni- 
forms of Spain, the infinity of landsmen jacketed and 
trousered in an infinity of different manners; the 
Contrabandist, in his leggings a,ndfoja, jostling the 
carabinero in his uniform; the Jew in his greasy 
gabardine and skull-cap, the Moor in his flowing 
white or striped bvrmms and spotless turban, (the two 
latter classes being more especially confined to Gib- 
raltar), all combine to form a strange Uving panto- 
mime. Besides ices, — lemonade, orangeade, white 
sugared drinks, and coffee, are the favourite refresh- 
ments. Wine, though this be its country, is rarely 
touched, except at meals ; and then, if white be 
relished, Manzanilla, a light country wine, is used ; if 
red, it invariably comes from Catalonia, or Valencia, 
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or from Val-de-Penas in La Mancha. If the latter 
wine were known in England, I am persuaded that it 
would soon disturb the supremacy of Port. Its flavour 
and bouquet are both very fine» in body and strength 
it rivals the Douro, it likewise has the prized astrin- 
gent smack, and if prepared like Port for the English 
market could not fail to become popular. 

Strange, that the red wines of Andalucia are for 
the most part unfit to drink. The use of sherry-wine 
here, and in Xerez itself, amongst Spaniards is almost 
entirely unknown, except as a liqueur. Our distinc- 
tions between "pale," "brown,'* and "golden" 
sherry, would be unintelligible to an untravelled 
Spaniard. The only distinctions comprehended here 
are between a dry (seco) sherry, answering to a good 
sound article of brown colour in England : a dobk 
sherry, or wine of double strength, but still dry as 
opposed to sweet ; and generoso sherry, a sweet and 
rich-flavoured article, more purely of the nature of a 
liqueur. The choicest sweet sherry is the pajarete. 

The light-coloured wines, known as " pale sherries," 
come from Sanlucar. The finest sherries are gold-* 
coloured, and have little admixture of brandy, >hich is 
only used in quantity for the preservation of wines des- 
tined for exportation. Really fine sherries are seldom 
put on board for less than 90/. per pipe, and 200/. for 
very choice qualities is no outrageous price. These 
latter wines often make the tour of TeneriiFe and the 
Filippines, for the purpose of being mellowed like 
Madeira. The most delightful of all sherries is the 
Dino amontilladoy or pure juice of the chosen grape, 
without the slightest infusion of brandy, which i» 
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only to be found on the spot. Almost ftll sherries 
are the product of admixture of seToral different 
qualities. Amongst the oaf^ liqueurs are ^Rosa,^^ 
an infusion of essence of roses in brandy, and gold 
and siWer water, wherein very small partiolee of 
these metals respectirely float in a sort of thin 
maraschino. A i^ry Kght punch is made of good 
Jamaica rum, called "roiwe" by the Spaniards. 
Beer is also drunk, but of inferior quality — the ales 
and porters of no part of the world being tolerable to 
a man who has tested those of England. 

They have a singular way of drinking their beer 
here. They e«npty out a bottle or two into a largo 
china bowi, and mix with it some jnico of oranges, 
sugar and floating shoes of lemon. When a sufficient 
time has been allowed to dapse to make aQ the 
strength and Tirtue of the beer evaporate, tha chief 
of a party of six or eight ladles it out to his synpo* 
siasts. — I tried it once, and you may conceive what a 
nauseous compound I found it. Wfaito sngared daradBs, 
lemonades, and oirangeadeB, are howwer the «1iief 
artideB of consamption, as ^ drioidagi^ pcoperlj eo 
oalled, in an En^ish sense, never goes on here ; and 
when wine, brandy, or Uqwursare tasted, it is-ainply 
ms a ckasse after eofibe. 

The water used in all the «sfi£B at Cadis is adverv 
tiaed^ by way of attnuction, as ^' fEone aad iretk firom 
Pbrt St. MaryV' being ofinveyiad in hogsheads jwsm 
«Qes acixMw the bay— reo advanced is the aeieooe df 
attgineerisg in SpaiQ* They are atfbranci^g moro 
ispidly in tfaeworst parts df omr nortiiam peoultaritioB, 
haamg increased of late the iroqueiiBy of politicii 
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banquets^ in wiiioh, though epeeobes ^^re, by a strange 
protervity of judgnnent (some will say with great 
sagacity), exoluded, a vast number of toasts are drunk, 
and barrels exhausted — ^for at eyery brindis the glass 
is as religioudy emptied as an English foxhunter's. 
Saying upon these oocasions, temperance is habitual 
and universal. 

I know no more strange, yet exhilarating spectacle, 
than a grand Spanish c&ti at night. The whole world 
is there ; gaiety and good humour preyail, and all 
participate in the clatter of conversation, with true 
southern ardour. Fancy the effect of many hundred 
men being thus assembled and engaged in one gigantic 
apartment, luridly lit with the oil of the native (dive, 
and with tallow-candles (for gas, perhaps, will travel 
hither in half a century), the waiters tlureading the 
maze of tables with an incessant succession of liqueurs 
and coffee or cooling beverages, blowing and gasping 
with ijtie extreme heat, and looking like the imps 
attendant on the master demons in some noisy 
pandemonium. 

I was especially atarudc by the Caf4 del Tiuroo, at 
Seville, the largest and most singular establishment 
of the kind in Spain. It has capacity and seats for 
foil a thousand lOMtors, and I have often seen that 
number assembled. Like most of the large houses 
at Seville, its interior is fitted up in the Moorish 
style-^a quadrangle open to the intensely blue and 
stftrry sky^ supported by slender arabesque columns, 
with arcades intervening. 

Below the open space, or within tho colonnades, 
tiba company is indiscriminally seated, each, with 
r2 
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Boarcely an exception, inveterately smoking ; and the 
clouds, which are thus incessantly evolved, give the 
huge apartment a very perfect resemblance to the 
den of the robber of Mount Aventine, the "^emt- 
hominis Cad spebmca^^'* where the aborigines were so 
frightened to see him vomit forth fire and smoke. 
Here the brusque majo and the effeminate town 
^I6gant, the rough carabinero and the more refined 
officer of the Estado Mayor, the burly shopkeeper 
and the supercilious civil empleado, brush skirts, and 
meet and really associate (for any attempt at English 
exclusivism would be laughed down with a universal 
shout of derision), and as freely exchange, as we do 
the contents of our snuff-boxes, paper cigarrillos out 
of leathern pocket-cases containing each 200 ! Now 
all is smiles, the next minute all are fighting. Par- 
diezy the devil who doesn^t sleep, has brought words 
and blows between the civilians and the military, and 
all are mixed in the broil. Was that the smash of a 
bottle that resounded close to my ear \ No, faith ; 
it was the crack of a pistol. By my santiguaday per- 
haps, I would be nothing loth — but not to be killed 
for other people's quarrels. 

I retired just before the authorities and municipal 
guard entered, and thus escaped being made a prisoner 
with the rest. The doors were shut, the contest 
continued, and fifty-four were finally arrested, includ- 
ing two harmless Englishmen, and thrown into tho 
town Carcel. This happened at the CzSi del Turco^ 
in September, 1843. 

'^ In the Caf(£ you meet, and can study at your leisure, 
all the diversity of character which enriches Spanish 
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life — the empleado in place and the jubilado out of 
place ; the one, a grinning Demooritus — the other, a 
gloomy Heraclitus, who regard the rewards of office 
as the sole aim of statesmanship, familiarly speaking 
of the ministry as *' La Vim del Todo-poderoso^^ or 
Vineyard of the Almighty ; — the Exclaustrado, who 
has the proud distinction of being a state-pensioner, 
but whose pension is never paid, and who coolly asks 
you for a couple of cuartos (a halfpenny), seeing that 
his convent has been shut up; — the militaire in uniform 
And on full pay, who blows his cloud as if it were 
blasted gunpowder : — the militaire on half pay, who 
hides his damaged elbow on the table ; — the militaire 
dismissed, who borrows your money and never means 
to pay it ; — the lounging actor, the rough mechanic, 
and the smooth citizen. Here, too, are varied speci* 
mens of the revolutionist, the seditious, and the tur- 
bulent. I met one such, who was known as '< Eusebio 
of the five-and-twenty imprisonments I'' 

A common joke in the cafes at Seville, when there 
was a talk of fresh pronunciami^ntos, was to cry out 
(among friends) " Mientes!" (you lie,) being an echo 
of the last two syllables. Much more freedom of 
language is allowed here than in England : the heat 
of the climate, I suppose, being sufficient to melt the 
starch. Considerable ridicule was excited by the 
assumption of the adherents of the Provisional 
Government, who constantly called themselves ^^ the 
Parliamentary Party," and the Centralists usually 
pronounced the name emphatically, " Los Parlamen^- 
arios,^^ indicating how false was the pretension. A 
bearded aide-de-camp of Concha^s, nettled once at 



Digitized by 



Google 



this treatment, ruahed out of Uie saloon, where I wall 
enjoying the Ain with the rest, exclaiming, ** Cartffo f 
tfn etemo ehih de aeerrimM Ayacuchisiast** 

The lively wits of the Andaliician oaffe had actii^ 
employment during the Seri^ of pnMnmnianuiAitQB 
witib which the Pro^sional Oovemment was tiireat- 
ened. Pamplona was long expected to dedare against 
Narvaez ; and a Oovemmeni-man mocked a Gentral- 
ista in the CsS6 dd Tureo when another mail brought 
the news that all was quiet there. *' The rocket was 
not discharged from the citadel,^ said the Centralist* 
** a rocket was to have been the signal.*" ^^ Sin duia^ 
the other replied, *^ the powder got damp and the 
^meute would not go off f The Centralists had it 
that Aloafiiz, Alcorisa, Almma, and in short aH 
Andaluoia, had pronounced in one day. ^' Oh ! I have 
it,^ said a Government wag ; *' you pronounce all the 
A's to*day ; so you mean to take the towns in alpha- 
betical order.'*' 

Any particularly doubtful intelligeace was always 
carried by a muletero — designation unknown, or by 
the nameless passengers on board a steamer. An 
assault of Prim's on Oerona was said to have been 
xiqielled with a loss of 150 killed and 250 wounded. 
^^Jttsto Cielo /" exclaimed a bystander who knew this 
to be false, ^' what a number of corpses ; enough to 
infect all Catalonia I "" '' Pues ^," said another ; '' it 
has infected them with Centralism." A bold partisan 
averred one day that no more than a third part of the 
Peninsula remained subject to the Provisional Oovero^ 
ment. *^ Atm hay ptAo para hacer vrnngas^ (There's 
vtill tdoth left to malce deeves) said a Padre.near hisa. 
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*^*And whftt baft become of the adjftoent isla^lxdg!" I 
aftked, amid sboutft of ** Mu^f bien^ d Londrino /" (so 
they called me.) ^^ Tbey re«mn neutral ! '^ The newa 
by one mail being particularly iavourable to the 
Govemmeiit, one of tfa^ir adherents asked a Central* 
iata» with an air of triumph, '^ WelU what kingdom 
or province has pronounced to-day V^ '^ Es la Man* 
ckot" was his reply : signifying either the province of 
La Mancha, or (what he intended) that their not 
pronouncing was a stain upon them. Prim was again 
said to have been defeated before Gerona, with the 
loss of 900 men. '^ What became of the rest.'*" said 
an ayudante of the captain-general's. " The rest were 
dispersed/' was the reply* Loud became the laughter, 
and lustier the piills upon soiaa tw^ty cigarrillos, 
when the aide-de-camp assured the company that all 
Prim's forces did not exceed the 900 men ! 

A Centralist here took up the cudgels for his cause, 
and came forward with the official news of the pro- 
nouncement of Zasy near Segovia, which he described 
as a considerable place. Bets were laid, and authori- 
ties appealed to ; and it was found that the ^' con- 
siderable^ Zas was the very smallest place having a 
municipality in all Spain. The inventions and ex- 
aggerations, of which the foregoing are specimens, 
receive but too much encouragement from the con- 
duct of successive governments, there being no more 
common saying now in Spain, than '^ Mientes mas que 
la Gaceta^'' You lie more than the Gazette ! 

Deceit thus radiates from the executive through 
the whole community ; integrity, patriotic self-denial, 
and the civic virtues, are too generally unknown or 
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exploded. Fixity of principle is derided, political 
honesty pitied, and the sounder portion of the heart 
of the community is worm-eaten by popular sarcasm. 
The leaven of intrigue infects the mass, and Penin* 
sular governments perfectly represent the ranks from 
whence they spring, whose passions are held con* 
tinually suspended in oscillation through the vortex 
of politics, and who stop at nothing to attain their 
ends:— - 

^ Con arte j con engano 
Se vive el medio ano ; 
Con engaSo y con arte 
Se nve la otra parte." 

By art and trickery here ' 
We live tihrough half the year ; 
» . By trickery and by art 

We live the other part 
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CHAPTER XXVII. 

THE CONTRABANDISTS. 

Thbre is not an intelligent person in Spain, not 
leagued himself with smugglers, who does not readily 
admit the cancer which contrabandism inflicts upon 
society, confess the impossibility of destroying it by 
repressive laws, and hold that, widely as the disease 
is spread, it may be remedied without detriment to 
any solid interest, with gain to the national treasury, 
and without real disadvantage to the multitude of 
families who seek in fraud a permanent subsistence 
but would find it as well in legitimate traffic, by the 
simple reform of a vicious administrative system, and 
by opening the ports of Spain with reasonable pro« 
tective duties. It is a well-known axiom amongst 
Spanish jurisconsults, and how truly does it apply to 
this particular case ! that la peor de las leyei es aquella 
que no se cumple, '^ the worst of laws is that which is 
hourly broken." 

Spain is, of all European countries, the most help- 
lessly exposed to contrabandist operations. With 
an ill-paid and, sometimes, ragged army, and with 
revenue officers directly exposed to temptation by 
inadequate salaries, she has 500 miles of Portuguese 
frontier and near 300 of Pyrenean ; and with a fleet 
crumbled into ruins, and no longer of the slightest 
efficacy, she has 400 miles of Gantabrian and 700 of 
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Mediterranean coast. Four hundred thousand smug- 
glers are constantly engaged in demolishing her ab- 
surd fiscal laws, and some 1,600,000 pounds weight of 
cotton goods alone are every year illicitly imported. 

The path through the oustom-hoiue is so easy, that 
it seems very wearisome surplusage to resort to the 
practice of running cargoes by night on the shores 
of the Ebro, the Darnn or the Guadalquivir. The 
Aduana is an elaatio net, through which all the big 
fishes break, while the little aad inexperienced ones 
alone are caught. Bribery is here reduced to the old 
dectionempg simplicity, and the tariff of custom* 
house corruption is arranged with moxe uniform regu- 
larity, and far more perfectly understood, than the 
tariff of customs^ duties — ^the di&renoe being, that the 
eustoms^ revenues may not be paid, but the customs^ 
oflKerfi must 

You never address youxself to one of these men — 
nevor exdumge a word with the revenue G^berus ; 
that would indeed be hideous Iwigling. You have 
your dollars loose in an outer-coat pocket; you grace-? 
fully (dip him Ins fee while passing, his three, four^ 
five, or ten durss (the amouat is ascertsiiied like the 
products of the multiplication table), aad thm both go 
your respective ways ; you to dear your goods^ find 
he to light his cigarrilio, and envelop Us eyesighib so 
in clouds oi smoke that he csiaiiot, fwr the soul of 
him, 49ee what you are doing* ^^ No hay ^ian ci«^,^^ 
says the proverb, ^^^ue h$ que an quianm ver^ {there 
are dobsb so blind as those who wiU not .see) — iwy^ 
more, I will be hound fcqr him, that ^^ na fuede ver 
Mtt tsbre un amke^'' (he ciyuldnH see seven on an ass!) 
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Boxes aod erates of enoran^fi cdie^ gigMitic packages^ 
laden with silks and cottons, are oletired as nativii 
produce^ perhaps as Tarifa onions; and to his eyes 
ibej are no more thoa visiosiarj duspes, euxled from 
the onoke of his pbper rigar. 

Thd quantity of limestone and potatoes ^luch goes 
in the small edantry boats up llie Ouadalquivir) is 
enough you would suppose to build another SeviUo 
ammally, to found a duplieate C6rdeva, and ohdce 
the inhabitants of both cities with the nUtrittvo 
Hibernian plant. Some dogged folks contend that it 
IS A thin layer <m the surface, and that all beneath is 
orammed with contraband. Large wooden cases are 
often cleared without payii^ duty at the Sanlueaic^ 
Seville, and C6rdoTa OHstom-houses, the inspector 
'^ being informed and verily believiBg" that they 
only c<mtain potatoes, packed thus tenderly for 
greater security ; and huge eanvas bales are likewise 
eleared, and reported to be indubitably filled with 
the sud potatoes, tiie softness of the packages to 
the touch arising probably from the fact of their 
being boiled ! 

The water-tight barrd is likewise in general use. 
The fiscal acoessibiKty of afl this ooast might lead to 
the infer^ice thai there ^are no cuiM^om^houses, ao 
preventive service, no wat^<-guard. But all these 
things exist, in a dceleton aind mythic state. You have 
grand estabMshments of overy kind, on paper and in 
the archives at Madrid, Yo« have even* an inspeotoav 
gen^^ at Cadiz of the arrivals of galleons from ihb 
Indies, whioh now-a-days don't arrive ; and you have 
a single reiveime boat, wbich might effectually keeg 
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watch for about a mile, entniBted with the guardian* 
Bhip of fifteen leagues of coast. 

The rapidity with which a cargo is run, when there 
is any particular occasion for expedition, is truly won- 
derful. Long practice gives to the contrabandist a 
masterly facility in the dexterous pursuit of his pro- 
fession, and the division of labour, which accomplishes 
such miracles, from pin heads and points to the com- 
plicated details of a steam-engine, attains to equal 
perfection in the art of eluding the treasury. 

Upon the Spanish coast, indeed, no very extra- 
ordinary capacity is required, so general is the range 
of corruption ; yet it is not to be supposed that there 
are not buU-dogs of exchequer vigilance, and dragons 
of fiscal purity, even amongst the needy and com- 
placent Carabineros de la Hacienda, who turn up 
the nose at a bribe, and growl at a smuggler's gene- 
rosity, as if it were felony or treason. One such 
man there was near Vejer, whom nought could 
silence — ^an implacable Cerberus, whose contempt 
for dollars could on no ascertained principle be 
accounted for. 

A cargo of tobacco from Gibraltar was upon a 
certain night to be run upon this carabinero's beat, 
and a square-built and determined contrabandist, 
named Juan Puig, resolved, as he phrased it, to 
tapark la boca^ or *' cork his mouth," which was 
accomplished in the following fashion: — The Cerberus 
of the coast was very well and dangerously armed 
with a short stout sword buckled round his waist, 
and a brace of long Spanish pistols, fastened by 
jjfonchos in the same belt, not in front, but behind. 
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according to the fashion prevalent in Spain, and 
which may be witnessed on the municipal police in 
towns. 

Puig, and two others of the contrabandist party, 
had secreted themselves behind a tuft of spear-looking 
aloes on the carabinero^s beat, the night being dark, 
when, as he passed them, they rushed forth with the 
quickness of thought, and the two assistants pinioned 
his arms, Puig drawing the man's sword from its 
sheath, tripping up his heels, and with a powerful 
blow on the chest felling him to the ground. The 
two other men seized his pistols, and all three 
threatened him with his own weapons — ^but in vain ; 
Cerberus was not to be silenced. 

Puig flourished the naked sword over his head, but 
he only screamed the more, to the inuninent risk of 
alarming the whole carabinero detachment. Now, I 
doubt whether there be many other contrabandists in 
Spain who would not have slit his obstinate wind- 
pipe, but for this Puig was too generous; and 
remembering his promise to taparU la hoca^ he seized 
a handful of pebbles and stuffed them into his mouth : 
a treatment which Demosthenes voluntarily inflicted 
on himself, a long time ago, to cure defective utterance. 
It certainly cured Cerberus^s utterance for the time, 
for it stopped it altogether. A light was immediately 
displayed on the beach, the boat was run in, the cargo 
cleared in a quarter of an hour, whisked over the 
sierra on the backs of fifty mules in another quarts 
of an hour, and Cerberus released. 

The smuggling which is constantly going on from 
Gibraltar to the neighbouring shores of Andalucia, 
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OM»e« maoh ill-wffl amongst all Spaniards who do not 
benefit by the practice ; and this has been increased 
by recent events, and by the commonly entertained 
belief that the rook was a nest of Ayacuchismo, and a 
jfoous of intrigues against the Provisional Government. 
This belief was for the most part groundless. But 
the phantom of vague terrors, exaggerated into serious 
dangers, appalled and confounded to such a degree 
the neighbouring jtnitfMoj of Algeciras and Tarifift, that 
in a f<Hrinal representation to the government, they 
dedared their apprehension of an immediate hostile 
ineursioB into the laitor place by 9000 cigar-makers 
of Gibraltar! 

This Esparterist invasion was to be beaded, they 
said, by the Regent's miKtai'y secretjU7 Linage, whom 
they averred to be then secreted in ihe house of the 
Ayaouoho Consid of Spain in Gibraltar, Llanos. 
Linage, as it happened, was in Lkbon, both then and 
for montiis after. The eigar-4nakers^ invasion was 
characteristicaUy all smeke ; and the reason of their 
bei]:^thiiB |ixed upon, was the hatred engendered in 
the breasts of the Spanish authorities, by the known 
fiiot of such a multitude of men having no other 
means of livelihood but suppiyiag the means of 
amuggUag. 

The contiabaiidiBt often, in fact, becomes a political 
duwaeter. The prommciami^nto of Almeria near 
Granada, in the mondi of September, was effected^bj 
LlanoBj a eidef of smugglers ; and there is probably 
not in all Catalonia or Andaiuoia a angle ayuntmi* 
4&to, aome one of whose aloiddes is not a leading 
Qontrabandist. 
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Both contrabandists and oarabineera are pditioal 
heroes at times; and the imsaooessful attempts of 
Nogneras and Iriarte to make way for Espartero^s 
return, were curied <m with oostrabandirts for 
auxiliaries in the south and earabiueers in the north. 
Both grow rich by defrauding the revenuef and seize 
the blessings of Providence with a gusto that would 
have astonished the moralist, Luis de Granada : ^^ El 
▼ellon que cria la oveja beneficio tuyo es ; el raid (jue 
recoje la industriosa abeja regalo tuyo es ; la fina seda 
que hxla el gusano beneficio tuyo es ; todae las pro»> 
ducciones de la naturaleza son para tu beneficio/'*^ 
^ The fleece that the sheep bears is for yonr benefit ; 
the honey stored by the industrious bee ie your per-* 
quisite ; the fine silk which the worm spins is for yoar 
benefit ; aU the prodaetions of nature are for yoinr 
benefit !^' Thus admirably do ithey arrange their 
joint-stoek swiad^g of the gpverament. 

The administrador of a eustom-house here, which 
shall be nameless, died the other day and left to his 
&mily a fortune of 40,000 doUars. His salary was 
400 dollars a year, and he had no private property ; 
so that, supposing htm to haire lived, eameleon-llke, 
on air, and his wife and six ohildven to have done the 
same, aaad not spent so much as a shilling a year, he 
should hare lived 40,000-r400 years to have £airly 
reidised such a quantity of money. In other words, 
he should have been a customs inq>ectorfor a cMttury. 
Now his term of offiee was exactly ten years— a 
stffange economie wajaterj. 

SmaU Portugusse vessels firom the ports of Tavira, 
Viflanova de Portimao, and Lagos, on the neighboms 
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ing coast of Algarve, contrive to secure to themselves 
a good share of the smuggling of which the Spanmh 
revenue is the victim. The Andalucian guardacostas 
have an especial spite against these, which appears 
prompted by antipathy of race. 

Frequent chases and captures take place, and when 
the Portuguese smuggling craft are boarded by the 
Spanish escamparias, they are often treated with 
great roughness and cruelty. They are sometimes 
even piratically chased on the high seas, without any 
evidence of an intention to make a descent on the 
coast. 

The ventures of these small vessels almost invariably 
consist of tobacco, and when they evade (which they 
do for the most part) the guardacostas and custom- 
house felucas, they drive a profitable business. The 
chief secret, perhaps, of the inveterate persecution 
which the Portuguese petty bucaniers experience, is 
that they don't know how to bribe a custom-house 
officer handsomely, and the guardacosta Marcial has 
punished them in repeated cruizes for their penurious 
impudence. 

On the night of the 26th of October, a capital trim 
schooner was run in close ashore at the small bay of 
Sant' Anna, near Cape Carvoeiro, on the coast of 
Algarve. She was richly freighted, and came from 
Toulon. Silks, muslins, linens, cottons, and tobacco, 
formed the bulk of her cargo. She was no rival for 
the Spanish galleons of old, but yet a noble argosy. 

Every fishing-boat for miles round was in requisi- 
tion to carry her lading rapidly on shore, and the 
winding beach was covered with a convoy of 200 
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mules, a man to each. Not one of these fellows but 
had his useful weapon, and most had fire-arms. Soon 
was the schooner emptied of her rich contents, and 
soon were these transferred to the backs of the oabal- 
gaduras, while the contador or treasurer of the party 
counted out and distributed his hard dollars with all 
the cheerful generosity of a daring and successful 
smuggler. And now the whip and cudgel were ap- 
plied with a lusty vigour, and the unbelled mules (for 
on these occasions the tell-tale bells are left at home) 
were set to the road with a hearty good-will. 

The venture, if successful, would richly reward the 
toil, and though sixteen leagues had to be performed 
without drawing foot, this was as nothing. The best 
bread, steeped in the best of wine that the road-side 
venta could furnish, was sure to the hard-worked 
beasts at the end of every second league. The contra- 
bandista likes good wine himself, and why should n't 
his mule i and if the animal chose to smoke, too, like 
his master, provided he were gentle and kindly, he 
would never be without his cigarriUo. 

They passed as undisturbed as a party of pleasure, 
through the leading streets of tha small town of Lugoa. 
The patrol of the detachment of infantry stationed 
there challenged the party, and the contrabandists 
laughed and passed on. As the last mule wound 
round the hiU at the extremity of the town, one of 
the patrol, bolder than the rest, fired his piece in the 
direction of the cavalcade, and thus summoned the 
detachment. A smuggler replied by discharging his 
blunderbuss in defiance. When the sub-lieutenant 
and his twenty men made their appearance (it was 
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mAoBsiMng how hmg they were fixn^ their vnifiimiB 
aad axTsnging tiieir aeoout^emeiite), the fmufglhig 
party had entirely disappeared, and it eeeoied to the 
offioer to be meet ridioolous QuixotiaBi to ge in par- 
soli of an inTisible enony ! So did it likewise appear 
to his men, who by no means reUri^ed the chances of a 
contest of twenty against two htmdred* 

The eoDtrabandist Cram was now half way across 
the Sierra, and nninteiTaptedly they passed throagh 
Albufeira and Loul^. As morning dawned they were 
in the streets of Tavira; and here in the principal toim 
of the province they had less to fear than in the small 
villagesy for here there was less honesty. His Vigi- 
lance, the Director of the circle of Custom-houses of 
Algarve, who resided here with all his staff^ snored 
most profoundly, and all his men took copy from their 
master. Doubtless, his Vigilance the worthy Di- 
rector had full confidence in his cutters and eanoas 
and carabineros, his spies, his agents, and his confi- 
dential men. Such complicated machinery must have 
rendered smuggling in Algarve impossible, and to run 
a camel or a cargo through the eye of a needle about 
equally difiicult. 

So the Alfandega Director slept, and the contador 
of the contrabandist party whistled as he passed 
through the town, and kicked his heels indifferently, 
«id pinched the ear of his mule to make him saovt — ^a 
little noise would make such a pleasant Tariety. By 
Monte Oordo and Castromarin, the passage into Spain 
was easily effected; and the smugglers while they 
divided the fruits of their sviecess, toasted with one 
accord the healths of their Catholic and Faithfid 
Majesties. 
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CHAPTEll XXVIII. 

THE GONTBABANDISTS. 

The earabin^rdf oorpi are oCBeered fnom tlie array, 
yet they are not the lefis open to corruption. They 
certainly are strongly tempte<f. The Government 
present0 to them an empty purfte, the contrabandist 
offers them a futl one. And if it speaks more for their 
provi<ienee than their principles that they choose the 
latter, why, then, they have stomaclis, and wives, and 
efaildren* 

Smuggling in Andalneia seems to have attained 
systematic p^ection. It embraces all society. The 
anti«tariff interest is here omnipotent* The first Con- 
stitntkmal offleerg of most municipalities are leagued 
with the system, and the most influmtial members of 
the eommmiity are eontrabai^ist chiefs. Smugglers 
constitute a standing army, and often muster five 
hmidred strong. Th^ make or foil political events. 
Ihenr wfll must be eonsulted—^their mandate is law. 
To oppose them is to be swamped, though the opposi- 
tioQ be but imaginary, and the supposititious adversary 
Regent of Spain. The very name of " custom-house**' 
ie here syoonymotis to all that is most contemptuous 
in the language. ^^Aduana,*^ in common parlance, 
im the designation of a resort for robbers; it is even 
used to signify ** bordel,'^ and the aduatt^ro, or cus- 
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tom-house officer, is likened to a ferret or allegorioaDy 
adorned witlt a porcine snout, and figures in some 
dozen unsavoury proverbs. 

The hatred between him and the contrabandist, 
where the former is infleuble, is of the fiercest cha- 
racter ; and the small round pieces of lead, stamped 
with the royal arms, and appended by strings to goods 
passed through the custom-house, are unhappily too 
often repaid by the smuggler with other round pieces 
of lead, fashioned in the bullet mould, and discharged 
into the carabinero^s body. 

The ordinary recklessness of Spaniards as to the 
taking of human life is particularly noticeable in the 
occasional encounters between contrabandists and 
carabineers, especially in the Catalan, Basque, and 
Andalucian districts, and the desperate character of 
these contests makes the revenue service one of the 
most perilous in the military life of Spain. 

During the year 1843 there occurred four very 
remarkable illustrations of this singular condition of 
society. While Espartero was at Albacete, and town 
after town was pronouncing against him^ Malaga 
pronounced in a singular fashion. The whole popula- 
tion rose, apparently in foliticBl pronunciamiento (and 
with an undoubtedly hostile feeling to the Regent), 
but in reality to run several cargoes qf contraband. 
They had no objection to kill two birds wi^h one 
stone, but the custom-house was the bigger bird. 

A little army of carabineros opposed the transac- 
tion ; but the townspeople, almost to a man, turned 
out armed ; a pitched battle ensued, and the cara- 
bineros were obliged to yield to numbers. On the 
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Oalician frontier again, fifty gallego smugglers were 
running goods from Portugal into Spain near Va- 
len^a ; seven carabineros opposed their passage ; the 
smugglers poured into them a fire of all their mus- 
ketry, and the seven carabineros fell dead on the spot. 
Think of this cold-blooded slaughter for the miserable 
duties on some pieces of calico : immortal souls for 
cotton-twist ! 

Again ; on the banks of the Ouadiana, the south- 
eastern frontier between the two Ifeninsular king- 
doms, 400 smugglers defeated a portion of the 
Portuguese army, captured the military ofiicers and 
civil authorities, and imprisoned them all in a church; 
while several hundred mules and beasts of burden 
were safely driven into Spain. 

The fourth instance was still more recent ; another 
pitched battle at Almeria on a scale nearly as great 
as that at Malaga, but with a difierent result ; for, 
here, by a rare fortuity, the revenue was at last 
triumphant. The smugglers mustered 300 strong, 
and the carabineros, with a detachment of infantry 
of the line, about half that number. It is only 
amazing how the contrabandists withstood so long 
the powerful and systematic action of regular troops, 
and the fact is a strong attestation of their game and 
mettle, considering that they were but scantily-armed 
irregulars. The Queen's troops were under the com- 
mand of Brigadier Don Javier Orena. 

The smuggling party, hard-pressed but determined 
to show fight, according to the most approved rules of 
warfare entrenched themselves in the sierra ! Orena, 
incapable of dislodging them _ from their position 
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without losiog probably more than hidf bis men, waA 
obliged to &iga a retreat* The oootrftbaii4i0t§, 
flushed with vietoty , im{»*iid«iitly flillied fiMrih in far- 
euU» were fiaally beaten after a half bourns fueillade, 
and forced to fly, leaving twooty dead on the field, 
and with the tame number wounded. The prize 
which they were obliged to surrender was forty loads 
of tobacco. 

The ulcerous eyesore of Gibraltar — for thus do 
Spaniards regard it --will reduoe them at last to a 
rational eomraercial policy, if anything can effect that 
result* The inveteracy of Portuguese smuggling will 
probably also influence them; and 140 leagues of 
naked frontier are rath^long odds to contend against, 
with no better protection than a few handfuls of cor^ 
rupt carabineros,'and an equally corrupt civil customs 
establishment. 

The whistling and smoking contrabandists will 
repair to Lisbon and Oporto, to Lagos and Y iUanova 
de Portimao, with increased frequency, — ^and what 
Spanish government will have resources to keep them 
out from a frontier of 500 miles ? Such, if you follow 
its irregularities, from the Guadiana which divides 
Algarve and Andalucia, to the Minho which sepa* 
rates the district of that name from Galicia, is the 
immense line of boundary between Portugal and 
Spain, on which the smuggler has only to choose. 

The enormous materiAl power of the British go- 
vernment could barely struggle a^inst sueh a fron- 
tier ; how, then, must it be with Spain, which pays 
irregularly to a lieutenant of earjibioeros aboui 30L a 
year, as hb entire salary, for the keep of himself and a 



Digitized by 



Google 



HmM CONTRA BANBim. MS 

horse I The honie miut be fed, and he mvmt be fed ; 
mad that both may have a beUyfal, rely on it he iriSk 
Ant his eyes. The entire financial administration of 
Spain is carried on in a vicious circle : there is not « 
siiffi^nt revenue oolifieted to pay a sufficient salary 
to a suffieienoy of cnstom^house officers; and beeaiise 
there are not sufficient salaries paid to a sufficient 
number of custotn-house officers, there will not be a 
sufficient revenue collected. Thus goes on to infinity 
l^e. rotten round. 

The soreness of feeling in Spaniards on the sub* 
ject of Gibraltar sad Portugal as eentres of eontra^ 
bandism, will in all probability lead to very valoaJbte 
consequences for the country. It may foree them 
to improve their revenue by adopting sound principles 
through necessity) and open their ports through the 
characteristic motive of revenge. Already has this 
plan to a limited extent been tried. The trade of 
Gibraltar was so provokingly flourishing, and the 
contrabandists were so aetive after the landing of 
Narvaez at Valencia, that human patience could no 
longer endure it, and though they doubtless thought 
it like committing suicide, Algeciras, lying in the 
neighbourhood of Gibraltar, was declared a free port. 
Bnt an isolated point like this was of little value to 
them, and to give anything like effect to the system, 
they must open all their ports at once. Meanwhile 
they are not to be discouraged, but rather to be 
cheered on in the first famt step of a practice which, 
diottgh evidently levelled in spite at Gibraltar, was 
of nationally beneirad tendeney. How bUnd the 
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pre-occupation which ooncdves us vexed at the dis* 
charge of an insignificant fiscal quiver like this, or 
supposes that we are not desirous to see Spain great 
and prosperous ! 

In the narrowest and most selfish view of interest, 
her prosperity must be our desire and our aim. We 
want consumers and not beggars, exchangers of useful 
commodities, not naked and shivering hedgehogs, who 
will take no clothing and give no produce but their 
own inhospitable quills. So long as the prevailing 
system is continued, the smuggler of Spain will make 
mirth of the laws of Spain ; the merchant of Gibraltar 
will sell to whoever brings him dollars, and sell, too, 
with unblemished honour ; for he is as much bound to 
inquire whether his customer is a contrabandist, as 
whether the ropes which make fast his bales may be 
converted to purposes of suicide. 

So long, too, will the colony of Gibraltar, which 
by the census of 1835 had 15,008 inhabitants, have 
its 3000 cigar manufacturers, or 1 for every 5 of the 
population, male and female. What a frightful deal 
they must smoke in Gibraltar ! The tobacconists of 
this wonderful rock in 1835 were but 880 and in 
eight years they have nearly quadrupled their num- 
ber. If Spain persists in the exclusive policy by 
which everything is admitted, in eight years more, 
pursuing the same ratio, the existing tobacconist popu- 
lation will be again quadrupled, and the leaf will then 
be twisted by 12,000 artists; officers and soldiers 
will relieve their fatiguing duties by making as well 
as smoking cigars ; and Sir Robert Wilson will vary. 
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his aTocations as governor, and gratify his well-knoivn 
economical tendencies, by pursning the lucrative biisi* 
ness of tobacco manufacture. 

Most certainly the terms which the Spanish govern* 
ment assigned, in the last negotiations for a commer- 
cial treaty, — to prohibit the manufacture of tobacco at 
Gibraltar, — ^will not be acceded to by England. As 
well might the Pope require us peremptorily to sus- 
pend the printing of Bibles ; it would be very conve- 
nient to his Holiness, but we are not bound to figure 
as his policemen, or as custom-house officers to Spain ; 
and yet with a simplicity which would be irresistibly 
ludicrous, were it not for the bad faith which it 
covered, the diplomatists of Spain came forth with 
this modest proposaL 

British vessels trading to Gibraltar Bay, are natur- 
ally upon the friendliest terms with the small native 
vessels, which visit the Rock very light, upon specula* 
tion, and leave it laden to their gunwales. It sometimes 
happens when winds are not favourable — and it is of 
importance to run a cargo quickly, and dispose, with- 
out delay, of goods either perishable in their nature 
or liable to the mutabilities of taste and fashion — that 
the services of a large English clipper, returning^ 
perhaps, in ballast from Gibraltar, are put into requi- 
sition, and that she takes in tow a couple of small 
smuggling ketches, so crammed to the water's edge 
with goods, that they would make very slight progress 
unaided, and rigged so clumsily as are all the small 
native craft — ^the charm of a painter's eye, but the 
q|iiz of a sailor^ 

The contrabandists and their freight are thus 
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vhitked abng merrily enou^ and wh«n they raadi 
wiUiin ft dosea mHoB of Cadis, or within a Mii|ilt <£ 
Sanlucar, near the mouth of the Guadahpiivir, the 
turn 10 taken off the towing^vope, and they are left to 
shift tor themaehee. In troublous times snoh ia 
the familiar praetiee« and British merehant steameia 
are sometimes condescmidiog enough to perform this 
serriee. The contrabandists, and the houses they are 
ocmneoted with, are so rich that tJney can well afford 
to pay handsomely for so superb a ^^ lift '* as to b« 
oarried from the Rock to the Bay of Cadiz in the. 
wake ol a steamer in nine hours. 

I was amused on one oeeasion by their mode of 
proeeeding. We left Gibraltar at first gun-fire-<«a 
quarter to seven p. m., when at that season it waa 
dusk. Twenty minutes secured two heavy luggers at 
our stem, and in twenty minutes more we were near 
Tarifa. We took two paasengens on board at the 
instant of parting, who had more luggs^e than ever 
fell to the lot of passenger before. They were small, 
slight, mean-^looking men, <^ the class of petty com* 
mercial travellers, but each had some forty trunks 
and boxes ranged upon the deek, and during the. 
whole evening and night they were incessant in their 
fidgetty attention to see that none of these went astray. 

I went below at eleven o^cIock, and was told to 
keep a sharp look-out about four in the morning. I 
rather overslept myself, but shortly after that hour I 
heard a noise on deck, and going above I found the 
planks cleared of every trunk and parcel. I went to 
the stern : the hawsers were taken in, and theluggeie 
we had been towing were aa longer withia view. I 
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looked over ibe fu»wiiU, and witnessed a most mn* 
ffahx «ighi<«-Hb0 itruBk«» i>oxet, and packnges^ wUi^ 
figured as ci-de^ant higgage^ were floatii^ all over the 
bay to the extent of some seventy or eighty. AH 
had been made water* tight, and small soiuggiiag boats 
were picking them up as fast as tiiey could, and 
rowing s^bore. The slight and mean^looking persons 
were now as busy as the devil in a gale of wind» 
superintending the process, and before daylight the 
wfiole cargo of trunks and portmanteaus was safely 
deposited on the sands. 

Sueh is one portion of the modus cpernndi of these 
men so fertile in resources. As a rapid trade is 
always the most profitable, and a frequent turning of 
the penny constitutes a large proportion of contra- 
bandist ethics^ these chances are eagerly caught at» 
and the heavy vessels are expedited by the light. 

The mean and diminutive persons whom I encoun*^ 
tered on board the steamer were not contrabandists 
in the strict sense of the word« but purchasing agents^ 
who being entrusted with many hundred different 
smugglers' jointrstock purse, proceed to Gibraltar 
and buy the goods upon the most advantageoua 
terms. With seeing these safely shipped, conveyed 
to the place of destination (wherever is deemed safest 
according to the report of scouts), and there un- 
shipped and landed, the business of these agents 
eeases, and the penK»isi risks which they run are very 
trifling. 

The irregular business thus transacted, which at 
Gibraltar assmne* a perfectly regular shape, is always 
so large, and so iomeeseat eertaio periods, that manjs 
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residents there hold that no open trade with Spain 
would be so profitable to English commerce. When 
business is dull a pronunciamiento of some kind is 
pretty sure to be got up, and in the consequent series 
of disturbances an enormous quantity of goods is 
got in. 

When the contrabandists and all their connexions 
are satisfied, the country is again permitted to taste a 
little repose, and the working of the government meets 
with less formidable censors. There is no doubt 
whatever, that the movement against Espartero was 
greatly accelerated by the fact of his having estab- 
lished some sort of administration in the country, and 
checked rather more than his predecessors the lawless 
proceedings of the contrabandists. A murkier atmo- 
sphere was requisite for their purpose, and the cry of 
" Save the Queen and country !'' was raised to save 
their bacon. 

This hardy and covetous class can at any time 
muster in forty-eight hours an army of 1000 well- 
armed men ; they can league too on emergencies with 
the bandits of the country ; their spies and scouts are 
sent out in all directions, and the first alcalde of many 
a municipality, and chief administrator of many a 
custom-house, have a share of the common spoil. 

Spreading thus their feelers and ramifications on 
every side, it is obvious that the incorporated smugglers 
can exercise a powerful political influence, and exercise 
it they do upon all needful occasions. There is no 
part of Spain so well informed upon contemporary and 
coming political incidents as the British fortress of 
Gibraltar ; the contrabandists repair to it from every 
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quarter^ and revolutionary movements and the pros- 
pect of a stirring trade are unerringly predicted long 
before the event. 

Excepting contraband, the only vestige of commerce 
which Cadiz retains is the wine exportation^ which it 
divides with Sanlucar and Port St. Mary's, and the 
few ships to be seen at intervals in the port are English, 
These carry home that sherry, of which five-sixths of 
the entire production is consumed by Oreat Britain ; 
and but for this, the trade of a city once so renowned 
vrould show no signs of vitality. Before Cadiz was 
declared a closed port, there were many British mer- 
chants resident here, and now there are but two 
English families left besides the consul-general, the 
rest being settled through Xerez, Sanlucar, and Port 
St. Mary's. Most have wine estates or smaller 
haciendas^ and some vary their residence in different 
seasons at Seville, Ronda, and the places round. 

All honest trade is stagnant, the duties being strictly 
prohibitory, and legal import out of the question. The 
loss to the government is enormous. An immense 
sum is spent annually in supporting the Carabineros 
de la Hacienda, who are not yet paid enough to 
secure them from corruption ; and the consequence is 
that they receive with both the right hand and the 
left, pocketing first their government salaries and next 
the smugglers' bribes. The most profitable trade 
going is shared between them. All classes of society 
supply their wants through subterraneous channels, 
and the contrabandist appears in the capacity of the 
legitimate ooUector of revenue. 
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- Atomd the wIm^ eoi«t of SfMun, it is ike eont»- 
iMnidifl aloiM who k«ep« op the ides of & trade, and 
of the few profeflrions whioh flourish here» that of 
HDOgglmg is tb0 moit neoeMAd. It is a very respeo- 
table avenir for deeent folks^ ^MreD, and has beoome 
so iiigirafted and inec^porated io the habits, rnannen, 
and modes of thinking of the people, that to eradicate 
it) whenever it is vigorooslj attempted, will be a task 
of extreme difficult j. 

The goods in which the contrabandists efaieflj deal 
are English, French, and German, biit En^b pre- 
ponderate ; and the only effectual blow which can be 
aimed at the vitaKt j of the system is a commercial 
treaty between Spain and Ore&t IMtain, or a ccmven- 
tion for the reduction of tsri&. Our " reciprocity'*' 
negotiation has not besn felicitous, and how or when 
this desirable result is to be accomplished, in the 
present aspect of affairs in Spain, it would be very 
presumptuous to predict. It is clearly not Eingland 
bat Spain that is a victim to tiie incomprehensible 
prejudices by wfcncb all oinr approaches are repelled, 
and the prevaleitt inactivity amongst the mercantile 
classes may probably serve, before long, to force this 
approximation. The merchants of Cadiz are suf- 
ficiently convinced that in England lie their only 
hopes of a revival, since even the wreck of their trade 
is with England, who receives the little exports left of 
salt and ooricwood, in addition to the shipments of 
Aerry. 

The cancer of contmbandism must be removed 
from the bosom of Spain, or it will eat into her vitals 
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and lay her prostrate at last. Never oan she raise 
an efiective revenue so long as this evil continues. 
There is not, at this hour, through the wide kingdom, 
a street through which smugglers do not hawk their 
goods. Queen Isabel herself is a well-known patroness 
of the system, and amongst the favourite ornaments 
of her palace is a small but admirably executed figure 
of a odDtrabandisfc, armed wkh a long and elegantly'^ 
mounted gva^ and aoeoutred in aQ his professioiiai 
trappings. More titan one espeeiaUy tastefiil smaggler 
is upon terms of *^sm earo amipo'*'* with Royalty ; and 
peers, deputies, and ministers are often eontrabanifists 
mgrM. 
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CHAPTER XXIX. 

THE SPANISH ABMT. 

The army of Spain, at the close of 1843, was com- 
posed of about 50^000 men of all arms, one-half of 
whom, in accordance with the violent policy pursued 
by Narvaez, were concentrated on Madrid. So limited 
a force, compared with the vast extent of Spain, 
would clearly be unable to compete with a well-com- 
bined system of simultaneous insurrectionary move- 
ments, arranged throughout the various provinces, and 
vigorously sustained. 

The National Militia was disarmed in every imr 
portant town, but sufficient vitality was still retained 
by its members to destroy any Government which they 
might be resolutely bent on subverting. Under these 
circumstances Narvaez resolved on an immense aug- 
mentation of the military force. Orders were issued 
for a new sorteo or alistami^nto of 50,000 men. The 
district municipalities immediately proceeded with the 
levy of their respective quotas ; and the Spanish army 
now exceeds 100,000 men, or has more than doubled 
its number within a few months. It is no figure of 
speech to say, that Narvaez props up his dynasty with 
bayonets. 

But it is not by increasing the number of troops 
alone that this naked despotism seeks to sustain itself. 
More effective measures are applied. Where Espar- 
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tero was most deficient and remiss, the fortress is 
endeavoured to be made impregnable. The comforts 
of the soldier are carefully looked to ; his position is 
respectable ; his life comparatively happy ; his fidelity 
is sought to be secured by gratitude and kindly feel- 
ing. The military premieres is the sound policy of 
acting as a benefactor ; but it is likely to be defeated 
by the unwonted rigour of discipline which he has 
latterly introduced. 

To the paramount object of securing the allegiance 
of the army, all other considerations are sacrificed. 
The priest may starve, and the exclaustrado perish ; 
the last rotten planks of the navy may go to pieces ; 
public monuments may totter for want of conservation 
or repairs ; the civil empleado may be pinched ; the 
very palace may pine for its arrears ; but money must 
be found to clothe and feed the army, and maintain it 
like a prancing charger. 

For this has Senor Mon broken faith with every 
contract ; and public honour, like Curtius, leapt head- 
long into this fatal gulf. Narvaez, in the words of the 
proverb, is pidiendo cotu/as en el golfo^ ^' digging in a 
whirlpool for artichokes.^^ He has created a Frank- 
enstein, which he strives to conciliate, lest it prove his 
own destroyer. 

It is precisely a quarter of a century since the great 
act of demoralisation was perpetrated by the Spanish 
army — an act which, whatever may have been the 
feelings which dictated it, is never to be excused or 
palliated, since it was the first grand exhibition of the 
soldier in the unworthy character of a political par- 
tisan. Let Spain never forget the 13th July, 1819, 
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nAieu 2Q»00Q of k«r soldMrs, dettkMd to exeoote io 
South America the ord^v of their lawful Soyereig% 
mutinied and deaerted ia a isktal hour. See vha^t has 
followed i 

The system of peorpetual tampering with the army 
has rendered it necessary for successive governments 
in SpaiB, to pet and coax it as if it were composed of 
women and children. A growl or a grumble there 
would be a serious thing, and the longings of a par- 
turient matron are not more whimsical than the 
cravings of these bearded men-at-armeu Cigars were 
their first requisition, and these w^e granted ; extra 
rations of wine upon holidays were the next coaceft^ 
SLon to Cerberus. 

But upon the cumpleanos, or Queen IsabePs birth- 
day, in October 1843, the aymitami^nto of Cadiz, by 
command of Lopez and Narvaez, '^obsequiously 
obliged (ha obsequiado) the troops of the garrison 
with a ration of bread, meat, and wine to each ; and 
the officers with six entire boxes in the principal 
theatre, eighty lunetas or stalls immediately behind the 
orchestra, and two hundred free admissi<ms to the 
body of the house^ — to make sure of the gratuitoius 
loyalty of these disinterested defendeors of the state* 
The day suggested a striking historical contrast. Oo 
the Spanish throne have been seated two Isabels* 
The first won a kingdom from the Moors, and sub- 
jected to her sceptre a new world. The secoad shakes 
on the throne like an aspen — the doll of Qiilitary 
intriguers^ It was not Isabd the First that coaxed 
her army with <Hgars and tickets for the theatre. 

When a regiment was divided and hesitating during 
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the progress of the movement against Espartero, the 
proTincial juntas, with a eorreot knowledge of human 
nature, proposed a ^^ gratification^* to be conceded to 
tiie officers and troops in the event of their ^ pro- 
nonncing ;^ and whenever this was not effectual, their 
design was accomplished by the guarantee of a plus 
or permanent accession of pay. The differ^ice 
between their mode of proceeding and that of Bremius 
was, that he threw his sword into the scale to win the 
money-bags, and they threw the money-bags into the 
scale to win the sword. 

The secret distribution of the five-franc«pieces and 
napoleons, with the oveirt tender of the gratification 
and the j7/itf, settled the soldier's business. Like Dickon 
of Glouo€firt;er, they were " bought and sold." The 
offer of the temporary gratification (bribe) and per- 
manent extra^pay, being part of the system of blood- 
less hostilities imported across the Pyrenees, was 
subsequently made good by Narvaez in the midst of 
has general faithlessness ; for to betray as well ss 
tftmper with the army, being a literal plajri^g with 
edged tools, was not judged a safe spsculation. 

The military intendant-general was directed to 
communicate to the general-in«chief of the army and 
captains-general of districts, tlmt for gratification and 
plus conjointly the offiocES were to receive two hundred 
reals per mouthy and the soldiers two half reals a day. 
These payments were made, but created an appetite 
jEcHT more. 

The very military authorities themselves do their 
utmost to corrupt the soldier, and make him a poli^ 
tieal partisan, whether he likes it or not. On the 
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opening of the C6rte8 in October, 1843, an event the 
realisation of which had been doubted, and which 
tended to confirm the wavering allegiance of the garri- 
son to Narvaez's dynasty, the Gonunandant of Cadiz 
issued the following order of the day ; — " By circular 
directed to me by express by His Excellency the 
Secretary of State for the War Department, I have 
seen that on the 15th of this month, at two in the 
afternoon, the opening of the Cortes took place in the 
hall of Congress of the Deputies, with a great number 
of these, and of Senators — which act, with the greatest 
satisfaction, I make known to the different corps of 
the garrison — Pavia.^ This is probably the first 
time that soldiers have been appealed to as political 
partisans by the highest authorities of the State, 
invited to enter into political discussion, or called on, 
in fact, to do anything but obey. Think of the Duke 
of Wellington writing to my Lord Cardigan, to coquet 
with the troops in Dublin : — ^^ The division last night 
proved that we have a working majority. Publish 
this to the soldiers^ lest they should pronounce for 
O'Connell and Repeal!^ 

In Spain, there are two ^^ many-headed monsters,^^ 
— equally difficult for governments to deal with, 
equally troublesome, turbulent, and capricious — ^the 
People and the Army. Amongst all the '^ nova 
momtrcT of which Pyrrha complained, there was none 
so frightful as the latter. 

That odious character, the political soldier, — the 
military man forgetting his metier^ and constituting 
himself a partisan — the honourable wager of his 
country's battles^ selling himself for gold (nay, silver). 
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and fraternising when he should fight, is happily a 
modern creation. Let us hope that the glory of 
Spain is not doomed to be for ever eclipsed in the 
shame of these transactions. 

It was not thus that the Castilian Murat — Diego 
L6on — understood the soldiers duty ; not thus that 
the hero, whose fame passed the Pyrenees to become 
European— who was fitly called the Lion, the " Leon 
de los leones/' — comprehended the soldier's position, 
and estimated the soldier^s character. No; L^on 
forgot the vicisffltudes of party strife, the selfish cal- 
culations of politics, its ignoble intrigues and divisions, 
to dedicate himself exclusively to the service of his 
country. His career should be the soldier's model, 
but for one fatal error — an error springing from excess 
of loyalty — ^an error which was terribly atoned ! 

General though he was, he held himself ever subor*- 
dinate, seeking neither to create ministries, nor to 
destroy them, but yielding a cheerful obedience to the 
legally constituted government, as the faithful subject 
of his sovereign. When in Mas de las Matas was 
read the celebrated manifesto, expressive of the poli- 
tical sentiments of the army, he it was who, in single- 
ness of purpose, stood forward to express his entire 
disapproval of that declaration, and resolutely opposed 
every act which tended to give the soldier an undue 
influence in public affairs. 

Thus strongly hostile to political scheming, L^on 
was the pride of the Spanish army, the model of the 
true caballero, and of the valiant hussar. In his 
unexaggerated feats of war, he eclipsed the Homeric 
heroes, and rivalled the incredible exploits of Charle- 
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magne and his Peen. His tnnneiidow Umee spread 
terror and dismay amongst the enemies of his Queen 
and eountry. The prions inequalities of Cr^ey and 
Azincour were revived in deeds of L^n, witnessed by 
Uving men. 

It was he that, on the 16th of November, 18S5, 
passed with 17 lancers the defile c^ Montejurra, and 
with his handful eharged two squadrons of the enemy, 
making them fly, with the loas of 80 prisoners. It 
was he that, on the plains of Villaiobledo, with 150 
hussars, dmpeised an army of 11,000 in&ntry and 
1000 horse, slaying 200, making 500 prisoners, and 
seizing 2000 muskets. 

It was he that, in the battle of 6ra, in Catalonia, 
at the head of fifty-seven hussars, routed four bat- 
talions and two squadrons, deciding the fate of the 
combat. It was he that, in Huerta del Rey, with but 
sixty-nine men, conquered and put to flight nine 
squadrons of the enemy, making ninety-three pri- 
soners, and seizing seventy-eight horses. It was be 
whom the entire army saw, with stupefaction, take 
tiie fortifications of Belascoain on horsebrck, and enter 
on horseback through the embrasure of a cannon ! 
And he it was who, having immortalised his name in 
the mountains of Navarre, in Asturias, Oalioia, 
Castile, Aragon, Cuen^a, La Mancha, Estremadura, 
Andalucia, covered with glory in 100 actions, perpe- 
tuated his fame at Castellote, Segura> and Morella ; 
and, passing into Catalonia, never stayed his lance till 
the civil war was ended. Children of Spain, aspire to 
his glory, and learn by his dismal fate that the soldier 
should not be a poUtieian. 
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The offieer wtio begmB to tamper with the alle- 
gianee of his m^^ that ii»tant losee their respect, and 
fMrfeitstfae cahallero^s character. He is quite in a 
condition to nmrry Dm Quubc^^s niece; who, that 
errant knight on his deathbed, smarting from all his 
buffets, declared ^^«0 oowe eon hombre de guim primer o 
$e kaym hecho tnfarmmeion que no 9abe los libros de 
embanerias r"" '' She shall only marrj a mao^ who, on 
the stt ictest inquiry, shall be fennd to know nothing 
of chivalry !'' 

But a day of reUibution sometimes comes to the 
peareant Spanish officer, and wo to him when the 
q»rit of reacti(m visits the bosoms of the men whom 
he has denkoralised ! The weapons which he has 
perverted to the work of treason^ are turned against 
himself; the bullet and the bayonet are as unsparing 
as his falsehood and perfidy were unscrupidoiis, ^y, 
m^ de el/ 

The eiorm has long been gathering, the seeds have 
been nursed in ludden warmth, till all at once they 
b^in to prodnee« The feelii^s, long pent up in the 
hearts of the men* ^i last find words, and the tremen- 
cbtts doom goes forth : ^^ Mueran log traidores que nos 
wnden!'*'' It is at <moe their verdict and th^r sen- 
tence, carried out with small delays or fermahties — ^a 
pure dram-head oourt**nuirtial; ^^ Death to the traitors 
who hav^e sold us ! '^ 

Pale and shivering with {e&c^ot dishonest men 
are never truly couEsageons — secne of tliew epauletted 
leadans take to tiiek heela^ and strive to save them*- 
selves by fi]^t> bat are «diy shot damn more surely. 
Others implore GompasBiHi from -dieir own subordi- 
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nates, weep like children, and deolare that they too 
have been deceived ! They are shot down all the 
same. Or, perhaps, their lives are spared; bnt 
what may be the worth of lives dishonoured and 
degraded! 

The limited and too often suppositious pay of the 
Spanish soldier makes him always keen for plunder* 
and renders even decent discipline impossible. How 
can you punish a man whom you do not pay, or in- 
carcerate one whom you cannot feed! Too often, 
lying before a besieged city, the general keeps his 
force together by holding forth the distant prospect of 
pillaging the town. And often, too, when there is no 
artillery to dismay them, the eager and penurious 
soldiery can ill be restrained from dashing forward 
before they have received the word of command. 

Espartero before Seville (I had it from General 
Van Halen) with difficulty withheld his troops from 
rushing on to take the city by assault, being deterred 
by the horrible chances of indiscriminate plunder and 
bloodshed which would have probably ensued; and 
had he been less humanely disposed, his final struggle 
would at least have been longer protracted. Before 
Barcelona, too, in the succeeding October, General 
Sanz kept his troops together by holding out the 
hope of storming and plundering it at no distant day; 
and the chances of a share of the money, jewels, and 
valuable goods of which the city was known to be full 
(from the hurried^withdrawal of its inhabitants), over- 
rode in the soldiers' minds the motives to desertion. 

One of the most pernicious instruments in keeping 
up the demoralisation of the Spanish army is the evil 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE SPANISH ARMY. 281 

of secret societies, in which political combinations, 
events and probabilities, are discussed as at a meeting 
of Deputies, who have a right to ascertain the opinion 
of the majority upon particular questions. Introduced 
into the army, this system would^'sap the most perfect 
discipline in the world ; and so long as it is persevered 
in, the same undue and abominable interference in 
matters, which for the soldier should be entirely 
indifferent, will remain to be deplored. 

The voice of dispassionate history will lay this 
political crime to the charge of Espartero as the 
greatest fault in his career^ and convict him of origi- 
nating the vice of fusing the political with the military 
character after the defeat of Ayacucho in South 
America, and of strengthening it at the revolution of 
September, 1840, when he permitted his bayonets to 
dictate terms to his lawful sovereign, to removeherfrom 
the throne and country, and to raise him in her stead. 
A verdict for making a politician of the soldier will 
be still more strongly recorded against Narvaez. 

The outrage of military bullies, wearing epaulettes, 
upon the establishments of the Eco and Tarantula 
newspapers, for the high crime and misdemeanor of 
asserting that Gristina^s journey from Paris was 
delayed by the fact of her being embarazadoy the most 
delicate mode in the world of suggesting that she 
might be enceinte, redounded little to the intelligence 
or sense of propriety of these valiant swaggerers ; and 
the peculiar discrimination with which they avenged 
the editor^s aberrations by maiming senseless types 
and laying a mechanic's head open, was perhaps more 
characteristic than creditable to the Spanish army. 
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Whilst this loeiie was witnesBed in tbe me^opolis, 
the Commaadant of Cavabry at Cadiz was riuming 
throu^ the streets, sword in hand, after the editor of 
the Defensor del PaeUo, prepared to immoUte him for 
an article in hiis paper, without the slightest warning 
notice ; and abont a month before, fifteen offieers of 
the garrison of Cadis valiantly demanded simultaneous 
satis&otion from the same editor, and on his accept- 
ing the sheaf of cartels, and naming for the contest 
the Neutral Ground at Gibraltar, chivalrously declined 
the test. Happfly, all are not like these. 

The unbridled military despotism, of which Spain 
is now the victim, and the perpetual goading inflicted 
on her by her demoralised army, appear but a just 
retribution for her ferocious military excesses three 
centuries back, and fbr the hoarors of her ruthless 

conquest of 

" Tfaftt gkriow oi^ won 
Near the aettiiig of the son, 
Throned m a silyer lake f* 

for the faithless seizure of Montfisuma, aecording to 
Cort^^s own testimony, ^* after conversing with him 
sportively oia agreeable topics," for placing the falleii 
mcmarch in irons in the oentre of his own capital, and 
for the yet more atrocious horrors ii^oted by Pizarro 
on Peru ; deeds, which under the pretence of extend- 
ing the dominion of the Cross, mocked at the claims 
of humanity and justice ; victories wm only to faci* 
litate ^e means of plundnr^ and civilised £arms of 
government introduced not to amend the eondiUoa 
of the subjugated proviaxMS, but to squeeze fronai 
them the greatest amount of geld : vices inseparable 
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from all military occupation, but pushed by the 
Spaniarda in Southern America, to degrees of severity 
unparalleled 

Gould the Aztecs and Peruvians see how low the 
Spanish army has fallen, they nu^t have fall revenge ; 
might chuckle at its political manoauvres and pro- 
nunciami^ntoSy and grimly smile at the pasteboard 
battalions arrayed on the field of Torrejon de Ardoz. 
The doctrine of fraternising instead of fighting, is by 
no means new; it is old as the days of Sandio Panza. 
'^Sefior,^ said Sanofao, ^^ Yo soy hombre paoifioo, 
manso, sosegado, y s^ dissimufair oualquiera injuria, 
porque tengo mujer y hijos que sostentar y criar ; asi 
que s^ale i vuestra meroed tambien aviso, que en 
ningona manwa pondr^ mano k la espada ni contra 
villano ni contra cabaUero ;^ '^ I am a peaceful, mild, 
and quiet man, and I know how to dissemble any 
injury, because I have a wife and children to support 
and rear ; so let your worship likewise be advised that 
in no shape will I put hand to sword, neither against 
plain man nor against gentleman.^^ 

The sum allotted for the maintenance of the army 
of Spain, in the estimates for 1844, is 880,901,050 
reals, or near four millions sterling, tt has been fixed 
in the estimates for 1845 at 323,000,000 reals, but 
this amount will be doubtless exceeded. 
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CHAPTER XXX. 

THB SPANISH ARMY. 
(OtmHmud.) 

Singe the foundation of the Spanish monarchy, 
which, like that of France, attained to its present 
form from the union of many independent principali- 
ties, the singular peculiarity has been retained of a 
separate army for each of the leading provinces ; and 
we hear to this day of the armies as well as kingdoms 
of Castile and Aragon, of Catalonia and Estremadura, 
of L^on, Navarre, and Granada. 

The national standard of Spain has remained un- 
changed since the junction of the crowns of Castile 
and L6on ; consisting, in opposite compartments, of 
a pair of lions and a pair of castles, symbolising the 
chivalrous names of these two regal possessions. It 
is a standard worthy of so great a nation, of the 
struggle for centuries between Goth and Moor, of the 
deeds of the Cid and the Great Captain. 

It was unchanged by the capture of Seville under 
Ferdinand the Holy, by the accession of Aragon, the 
subjugation of Granada, and the conquest of Navarre, 
under Ferdinand the Catholic. Yet though the 
national arms were unmodified by any quartering of 
the insignia of these great possessions, the various 
regiments of Spain displayed till of late their separate 
banners, retained from the early history of the pro- 
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vinces whose names they bear, and from whence they 
were originally draughted, and but few of the soldiers 
of Spain fought beneath her regal standard. An in- 
teresting relic of chivalrous and feudal ages, yet 
undeniably an impolitic system. Formed under the 
influence, and retaining the denomination of the 
various kingdoms, provinces, or pueblos^ into which 
Spain was anciently divided, each corps adopted the 
colours and emblazonment of the locality from whence 
it derived its name. The unity of the monarchy and 
the complete organisation of the service, as well as the 
necessity of extinguishing the pernicious spirit of pro* 
vincial jealousy, demanded the effacement of needless 
distinctions, lost in the obscurity of distant ages. 

A change has accordingly been lately introduced, 
by which all the banners of the various branches of the 
army, navy, and national militia, have been reduced 
to a strict conformity with one model, in shape and 
colour — ^the war standard of Spain — the lions and the 
castles being coUocated in the same precise order. 

The corps heretofore privileged to carry the mul- 
berry-coloured pendant of Castile, make use in their 
new banners of a streamer of the same colour and of 
the width of those of St. Ferdinand ; the only differ- 
ence throughout the army standards, with the excep* 
tion of the military decorations hitherto gained, or 
hereafter to be won. Around the escutcheon of the 
Royal arms, which occupies the centre of these ban- 
ners and standards, there runs a legend descriptive 
of the name, number, and battalion of the regiment. 
The escarapehu^ or cockades, worn by those entitled 
to use them (a peculiarity of tiie Spanish service), to 
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ifhaierer diSB tliey bokng, oorree^nd in ooloura wiih 
tlie regimental haoBer; and m the nayy the same 
regulatioiM have been eatablished. 

Suoh 18 one of Narvaea'a reforms, introduced during 
the sway of the Provismial GoTemment. It may be 
denounc^aaoentralisatkin andProcmsteanuniformity 
but it is eertaiidy a judioioos innoration : the wondar 
is, that the neeesaty for it should have survived so 
kvng. It beeame necessary to consecrate the new-bom 
iffrne. Banners m the Spanidi service are invariably 
Uessed by a bidiop, and their loyal custody in every 
haiard is sworn by the Parta-estandartes. This 
eetemonial was performed omultaneoudy throughout 
Spain, and the oM faanaera were deposited in the 
Mnsemn of ArtiUery. There were not wanting 
mdieioiis commentators to observe^ that tlie scenes 
reeently enacted had made the substitutum of fresh 
banners desirable, and tiiat the troops, perhaps, m%ht 
fight under a new fli^-^but it was clear ihey would 
not fight undw the old ! 

The negligenoe (fisptayed by many Spanish officers 
in their attire, and their frequent departure in detail 
from tiie regulation uniform, operate with a directly 
pemioions efiect upon the men by encouraging their 
excessive slovenliness, and have repeatedly been the 
subject of ineffidctive royal orders. It is unnecessary 
to dweU vpcm the value of strict unilbrmity, and of a 
rigid adfaeorence to military disciidine. 
• A royal ordw, in October, 1843, complained that 
the officers of the army permitted themselves ^the 
greatest disorder in their attire, tarnishing the lustre 
of tinm career, and lowering the dignity of their 
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par<dEe0flu»i*^' Thdr eompHanoe in nuoieroiift ctmoB 
with the requisitioiis of the n^m«ito is of the nuwl 
arbitrary desoription, every man interpreting it to Jus 
own taste, and their snperim's looking on with incre- 
dible apathy. 

Some s^pear oa pai^de without a sword at dV— « 
others on guard with anything but the regulatiw 
sword — the infsAtry c^cer with perhaps a cavalry 
sabre, and vict ven&. Nay, instances hare been 
known when even mounting guard the offioer has had 
no sword, nor so much as a switch in the shape of 
arms Barrack and foraging caps, too, are commonly 
worn by them, when on garrison service; and when 
the regulation, aud the eommonesl sense oi fitoNH^ 
condemn the jH^aetiee as wbcJily inadmissible. 

Even when iJ»ey are full dressed, aceordii^ to their 
notions, the ord^ of October charged them wiik 
^' deviating grossly from the regulation, and permitting 
themselves to indolge in arbitrary aad ridiculous 
modifications of the regimental uniformt with a great 
breach of prc^riaty/* 

The commandiag offices, and sargentos mayores, 
or regimental majors, were direeted to look to this 
breach of discipline with psdrticular minuteness, and 
severe punishments were enacted. But where a care- 
less and irregular system akuost universally pr^vails^ 
these paper reforms are of course entirely imperative. 
The whole garrisons of Cadiz, Cartagena, Yalencta, 
Barcelona, Granada, and Seville, could not be oo&* 
temporaneously panished en masae^ — individual officen 
were reluctant to bell the cat, the }»c(»*rigiblo insou- 
dauoe of southern skies prevailed^ and the mxisanoe 
remains unabated. . 
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Amongst the curious varieties of military costume^ 
you will sometimes see an officer of rank go about the 
streets with a mackintosh or paleto of thin white 
cloth thrown over his epauletted coat. Upon the 
sleeves of this upper garment there is frequently some 
arabesque embroidery, or more commonly a repre- 
sentation of the arms of the province to which his 
regiment belongs, as Catalonia, Asturias, Galicia. 
The tailorly effect of this exhibition is not to be 
described in words. 

The Spaniards have a very expressive phrase for 
what is known amongst us and the French as the 
" military coup-dadL^ Their phrase is ojo de la cam- 
pana^ ^^ campaigning eye,^ an epithet first applied to 
the Marquis de Legan^s, a contemporary of Crom- 
wdl, during his successful campaign in Catalonia. To 
such an eye the foregoing display must be a peculiar 
abomination. 

But though the officers of the Spanish army are so 
remiss in soldierly neatness, they never lose a move as 
politicians. I was present at a Te Deumy sung shortly 
after Espartero^s extrusion, in the Gaditan cathedral. 
The paisanos remained at home^ and there were none 
but military present— epaulettes and swords to give 
thanks for the meeting of parliament ! The garrison 
of Cadiz rejoicing for a victory — their field of battle 
the Constitution. It was the type of Narvaez's power 
and position — a military despotism. While the bells 
were merrily chiming at Cadiz and at Madrid, the 
bombs were bursting over Barcelona and Gerona ! 

The grossly unconstitutional proceeding of military 
men putting themselves forward as political partisans, 
was again repeated in the affair of Oltfzaga, and the 
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pernicious irregularity was provoked by the Govern- 
ment itseV* Circulars were forwarded from the War 
Office to all the provincial and garrison commanders^ 
inclosing the Queen^s declaration, and an expression 
of opinion was plainly invited. 

The responses were almost uniformly conceived in 
the most extravagant terms ; Olozaga was denounced 
as a traitor and a villain ; and when the circular 
reached Valencia, Oeneral B,oncali summoned to his 
house the General and other officers serving in the 
garrison, harangued them with such violence as to 
draw tears of desperation from their eyes for *' the 
outrage done to their sovereign/' drew his sword, 
upon which all present crossed theirs, and swore with 
them conjointly to die a hundred deaths for their 
Queen and the throne of San Fernando ! The 
military, the provincial deputation, the municipality, 
and the other public bodies, sent in crowds of thunder- 
ing memorials, founded upon an ex parte statement, 
and proclaimed that valour and loyalty were not yet 
extinguished in the country of the Cid and Gonzalo 
de C6rdova. 

The accomplishment of oratory is as much required 
by the higher order of military officers as by any 
class in Spain* Upon every emergency, it is a matter 
of course that the colonels or generals should harangue 
their men, whose loyalty, for the most part, unfortu- 
nately needs this stimulant. *' Follow me, lads !" is 
not enough; but there must likewise be sounding 
and lengthened appeals to Spanish patriotism and 
valour. 

The commanding officers and the captains of com- 

VOL. I. u 
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piusies must be prepared to addtess their men when- 
tlifey want tliem to do anything partionhur ; upon the^ 
force or fdebleoess of the barangne it frequently 
d^ends whetixer the seduction of Serjeants and tfae^ 
corruption of secret emissaries will proTe triumphant ; ' 
and whenever any considerable event takes place the 
commander is expected to treat the paraded regimentr 
and bystanders to an appropriate " allocution.*' When 
the drum is in hands that can make it rattle^ the soldier 
cheers at every oratorical pause, and swears, — por dios 
tadopodero$o l-^io pound all the foes of order like a« 
moyo of grapes ; but when the speech is delivered 
the oath is at times forgotten. 

Spain presents the only instance in Europe where a 
decoration for military service (even without ever ap 
pearing in the field ) is vf right obtainable, after wearing^ 
uniform for a certain length of time. This is the case 
throughout the national militia, nowunder the manage- 
ment of General Figueras, who conducted the defence 
during the siege*of Seville. Every miliciano nacienal 
who has completed ten years of good service in the 
ranks, has the right to receive the condecoracion of a 
cross. To be entitled to this distinction, he must 
never have been convicted of any infamous crime, nor 
punished by court-martial for any grave military 
offence ; and lastly — here'^s the rub — " he must 
have always ranained faithful to his oaths.*" 

As this might considerably thin the number of 
dScar^s the latter requisition is but loosely interpreted; 
political oaths here being swallowed like macaroons, by 
the hundred. The *' decorate-me-whether-you-like- 
it-or-no " system was established by Lopez and Narvaez 
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to prc^itiate the ticklish nacionales; aad with this^ 
special addition, that those who had volimtaril7 
** pronounced " against Bspartero were to be entitled 
to wear a plafue or star, in addition to the crossy after 
completing twelve years of servtce-~rtlie object of tWs 
'^artful dodge ^ being to keep them faithfnl in the 
mean time to the Provisional Government. 

A Spanish general havifig obtained some medals by 
mistake, every one of which npon iuvestigation was 
discovered to have been conferred for actions in which 
he had conducted successfol retreats from before the 
enemy, sent in a bombastical claim for still higher 
distinctions, and aj^lied to be promoted to an active 
command in consideration of his condecoraciones. The 
minister^ having made himself acquainted with the 
facts of the case, sent back permission to him to affix 
another medal to his breast, commemorative of hi» 
final retreat from the service. 

The thirst for distinction in the human breast is 
truly inextinguishable. Some will seek it in the roar 
of popular assemblies-^^in whirlpools of pditieal pas-* 
sion- — others in its chase rush up to the bristlii^ 
rampart and the cannon's mouth. Some will thieve 
andforge, to achieve the meansof shining; while others^ 
like the Ephesian youth, would set a world in flamea 
rather than be excluded from a brilliant and flashy 
career* 

I once knew a lieutenant-general commanding a Pen- 
insular garrison, whose thoughts were entirely devoted 
to new combinations and effects upon those few nights 
in the year when he had an opportunity of exhibiting 
his loyalty by splendid illuminations, aad who was 
V 2 
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content to seek distinction in grease-pots. I have 
likewise known a Yankee ambassador to go to a 
splendid Portuguese ball in pepper-and-salt inexpres- 
sibles^ and find a rare distinction in linsey-woolseys. 
As the French say, " Every man to his taste f ' and as 
the Spaniards have it, *' Every distaff to its spindle.*" 
But the most extraordinary rage for distinction I ever 
heard of, was that of the brigadiers of the Spanish 
army, who last year were about to go to war with the 
other oflBcers of the service, upon the very important 
question, whether the little knob at the end of each 
twist in their epaulettes should be of gold or of silver. 
The epaulettes of the officers generally in the Spanish 
army are entirely of silver, and that the brigadier 
might assimilate his appearance as far as possible to 
the general officer, was of a course a paramount 
object. 

In 1840 an ambiguous order was published for the 
regulation of military uniforms, of which ambiguity 
the brigadiers availed themselves, to make the knobs 
in question alternately of gold and silver. The other 
officers chose to feel annoyed at the distinction; which 
might indeed have weighed heavily on the hearts of 
school-boys or play-actors, but was little deserving 
the consideration of men. They did, however, com- 
plain most bitterly; and it must be confessed that 
the arrangement was absurd in the extreme, since 
the lace, braiding, and trimmings of every article of 
the brigadiers^ uniform continuing still to be of silver, 
and even their buttons being of the same metal, the 
bits of gold daubed upon the epaulette looked tawdry 
and out of place. 
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* Much ill will and squabbling arose out of this affair; 
and the government being at last appealed to, decided 
that the true construction of the decree of 1840 
was, that the twists and knobs should be all of silver, 
but that the brigadiers might gild the inner part and 
strap of the epaulette, technically called the puente ; a 
weak and foolish decision, which was deservedly called 
the " puente de los asnos,'' or ^^pons asinorum" 

* The term Ayaaichoy which has puzzled so many 
thousands of readers, had its origin as follows : — It 
was in New Spain that Espartero first became known 
to fame. There, while as yet holding no high military 
rank, his bonhomie and soldierly frankness made hira 
very popular amongst his brother officers ; and, by 
dint of good sense and fair dealings, he obtained an 
influence amongst them which he never subsequently 
lost. 

Gambling has at all times been very prevalent in 
Spanish America, and Espartero's love of society 
made him naturally enough participate in the common 
passion. With such difficulty are habits, once firmly 
engrafted, eradicated from our nature, that Espartero^ 
since his elevation to the Regency, had been frequently 
known to spend whole days at cards, to the serious 
neglect of public affairs and of the inveterate intrigues 
of his opponents; sitting up in bed, when indisposed, 
with two or three cushions behind his back, and play- 
ing unintermittingly at ^cart^ with a limited number 
of friends seated by the side of his bed. 

Even while he lingered so fatally at Albacete, in the 
midst of growing treasons and fresh pronunciami^n- 
toSj he indulged this dangerous passion to the absorp- 
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tion of his inadequate energies ; and, perhaps, w^re 
he not'a oard,-pIayer, Espartero might still be a leader 
in Spain. Having once generously given to Geneiial 
Canterae his own time to pay him the sum of 90,000 
dollars, which Espartero bad won from him in oao 
sitting, and insisted upon waiving his right to an 
immediate settlement, Canterae in his gratitude nar- 
rated the circumstance to his brother officers, who, 
pleased with the occurrence, instantly raised Espartero 
to a popularity which formed the foundation of his 
future power. 

He had the reputation amongst his early compeers 
of ^^ a sterling fellow who will befriend you to the 
knife.^^ The battle of Ayacucho followed, which lost 
for Spain the empire of Peru, and the epithet of 
*^ Ayacuchos'"'* was affixed to the royalist officers as a 
sobriquet of derision, and afterwards clung to them 
when the incident was almost forgotten. When the 
stirring events in the history of the South American 
republics caused their return to Europe, a vow ot 
mutual assistance and support in the furtherance of 
each other's worldly fortunes, was sworn by Espartero 
and his military companions in the vessel which 
earned them home. From that day forth they were 
known to each other as ^^ Los Ayaeuchos!^ 

This compact was never broken : it partook neither 
of the subversive political character of the Carbonaro 
oath, nor of the cabalistic mystery of Freemasonry. 
It was simply a convention for mutual aid through 
life ; and it certainly attained its object. So well was 
that oath observed, that Espartero forfeited the 
Begen^ey rather than desert his brother Ayacucho, 
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Linage, whose dismissal was the condition assigned 
by Lopez to which Espartero never would consent, 
and his refusal of which led within a few days to his 
expulsion from the kingdom. 

In pursuance of the aboye compact, the Ayacuchoa 
were justly chargeable with making the army too fre- 
quently a tool for their own p61itical advancement ; 
and the demoralisation, of which there have latelybeen 
pros^nted'Svcfa sad examples^ 'Was but-acommendiqg 
' of the poisoned ehalioe to timr own lips, fitill it 
would be ttnjflst to diarge Espartero or his adherontSy 
' either «s a party or as individuals, witii anything com- 
, parable to the wholesale corruption, by Freneh gold, 
whidi has reoeatly' been witnessed. If the Ayacuchoa 
. tampered, it was with.Spanish feelings alone, luid for 
Spanish purposes. It was for the present ruling 
powers at Madrid to introduce the infamy of foreign 
bribes, and destroy the discipUae which made the 
Spanish arms so celebrated in the days of the Great 
Captain and of Heroan Cortes^ of . Albik and Ricardos^ 
«f Castanos and of Palafox. 

To this scrap of philology respecting the famous 
epithet^^ Ayaeucho " I shall add the derivation of the 
'.ex-Regeat-s name. '^ Espartero '^ signifies a maker 
vof mats or baskets, an avocation which it i^ quite 
possible that the future sitter by the throne of St. 
.^Ferdinand may have pursued in early youth, while 
f his father was driving his string of mules on those 
.Msachegan plains whence another renowned hero 
•«went forth--^the <^ ingenious" * hidalgo, Don Quveate. 

• Valiant 
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CHAPTER XXXI. 

MILITABY LIFB.— -THB CONSCRIPTION. 

The Spanish soldier has long been hovering on the 
confines of brigandage ; and in the Peninsula, cam^ 
paigning and highway robbery differ sometimes little 
but in name. Hence the readiness and ardour with 
which the guerrilla life is so often embraced, when 
regiments are disbanded. The vice is an old one here. 
During the minority of Carlos II., his minister, the 
second Don Juan of Austria, had a memorial ad- 
dressed to him by the Corregidor of Madrid, entreat- 
ing him to remove from the metropolis the regiment 
of Aytona, which assisted the banditti every night in 
plundering the inhabitants. 

The state of indiscipline which prevails in the 
Spanish army leads to cases which, to an Englishman, 
are almost incredible. A lieutenant of the regiment 
of Almansor, Don Narciso Sanchez, was implicated in 
a conspiracy to assassinate the Captain-General. He 
was separated from the service at the period by ♦ 
temporary licencia^ the better to effect his purpose. 
Upon his arrest he was conveyed as a prisoner in the 
middle of the day by his Colonel, Avana, towards the • 
barracks, without escort; his commanding officer 
conceiving that he was sufficiently bound in honour 
as a prisoner on parole. . Sanchez, however, had 
different ideas ; and when they reached one of the 
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most public quarters of the town, he darted off like 
a greyhound ! 

The Colonel, not in the least dismayed by his 
precipitate flight, followed at full speed, without 
hesitating an instant ; and officer after officer, both 
duly epauletted, were seen in hot chase like a thief- 
taker and convict. Upon reaching an encrudjada^ or 
crossing of streets, the Colonel was peremptorily 
stopped by some soldiers belonging to a different 
regiment, who drew their bayonets to oppose his 
progress ; and one levelling a musket at him swore 
that he would shoot him if he advanced hand or foot. 
The Lieutenant escaped, and so did the soldiers, who 
were his co-conspirators. The Colonel was unable to 
recognise them, as they did not belong to his regi- 
ment. No witness would come forward, though hun- 
dreds were present, and the scene occurred at noon ! 

An escort of Infantry was conducting some recruits 
into Seville from Alcala. One of these soft and raw 
Zagales, unaccustomed to heavy marching, feU dead- 
lame upon the road. To continue his journey on foot 
was impossible. After the lapse of some time, there 
came up an Almocrebe, or mule-driver, with a train 
of half-a-dozen mules loaded with flour. The soldiers 
instantly required the Almocrebe to carry their lame 
companion into Seville. " Impossible,^' said the Almo- 
crebe, " I am heavily loaded with flour.*' — "^Z diahlo 
with your flour and your bran too ! " said the sergeant 
of the escort — ^very often the wag of a military com- 
pany in Spain. *^ Let us see a sample f ' and drawing 
his bayonet, he made several rents in a sack close 
to him. 
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9%e Aknoorebe was a rvde, Imt biaye .iiiaii> aad, 
like a man, resented the insult. He Wbs t^xen^ 
.proT<}ked, but as yet dM B6t 'strike the tseiEgeant. 
He only smacked his whip, and «aid : *^ By law, jmi 
should direct yourself to the AieaUe of thedis^iet, 
to fnmish you with oabalgaduras.^'** The sei|[eant^ 
only answer was, to k&ook the-sack ^^themide^s baok 
with the butt-end of his gun, and attempt to.plaee 
his companion on t(^ of him. The Almoerebe stmek 
the sergeant; a soldier of the party £red on^tiie 
countryman, and shot him dead ! 

An Ingeniero (answering to our tK>rps of sa^^evs 
and miners) had certain " rdaeknes amorosas" with 
themwlHservantof a eura-parroco, and being in^^ired 
with wine (for among the few occasional drunkards 
here sddiers are sometimes noticeable) desired the 
sacristan of the church of Garmo, somewhere abaot 
midnight, to call down the-serrisg'^iaaid for the.j&Iea- 
snre of an interriew with the soldier, who was tibeti 
off duty. The sacristan and the. maiden both obeyed 
the word of command ; and as no other oonvenieiit 
place presented itself for the agreeable f&e-o^&e^ the 
flacristan, by a neglect of his duty Bare in Spm, 
pasiitted the pair to adjaam into the interior ofitiae 
church, while he himself skipped across .the road to 
.purchase an aznmbre of wine at the soldter-s charge. 

Thesacristan drank his share of the potent raeasore, 
•and then oomplaisantly retired to^snooze in a^coofes- 
Monal. The soldier, presently ea^ted a^ . made 
•quarrelsome by ihe wine, beat his" female oompanMUi 
. VHdently with his £sts, lund- mortally stabbed her with 

• Beasts of burden. 
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iuA bayonet. . Her^gcreams woxe terrible^ and speedily 
miged both the panooo and* several of his flodc, vho 
not without heedtation and trembling, repaired in 
sgmne numbers to the scaie of what th^y deemed these 
aupematural horrors. The scandal may be imagined. 

The appearance of the Spanish troops is to the last 
degree imsoldierly. The sentry strolls to and fro like 
a corkserew on his beat ; his shako almost falling off 
the back of his head, his gun slouched on his shoulder, 
flinging outright (not merely humming) a lively segm- 
dilla with the most sans-fa^on air in the world. 

Often have I seen the soldado raso^ entrusted as 
sentinel with a most important post, trailing hiaftuU 
listlessly in the dust, and describing diagrams with 
the point of the fixed bayonet, — or, probably, if he 
could write, recording the name of his mistress. In 
the sultry weather the shako is, perhaps, removed 
entirely from the head, and the paper cigarrillo is 
sometimes smoked on duty as indifferently as if there 
were no regulation against it. 

The soldier is not unfrequently destitute of portions 
of his uniform, or his regimental coat and continu- 
ations are in such hopeless rags, that even in the 
sultry summer the slate-coloured great coat is worn as 
a. hide->all and slut-KK>ver, like the begrimed blanket of 
a Mexican l^paro. Clumsy gaiters, ill-buttoned and 
discoloured, descend over dioes which, in one case out 
4>f three, are broken in pieces, disclosing to view the 
sakedtoes of the men-HBuch in Spain are the glories 
of the vida milUar ! The rati<»is consist almost eor 
tirely of beans, lasd«*spiinkled, and boiled in a huge 
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puchero, mth bread of the coarsest description. TTpon 
food like this they are " food for powder,^ no more ; 
and, so far as military appearance and efficiency are 
concerned, to walk from end to end of the Neutral 
Ground of Gibraltar, is like passing to a new 
planet. 

While Narvaez left the soldiers in this miserable 
condition — the soldiers who had helped him to his 
dictatorial sceptre — he was amusing his doll, the 
girlish Queen, with a revival of the palatial splendours 
of the old regime^ giving her golden vases to hold the 
mortar, and a golden cord to lower the stone, at the 
laying of the foundation of the new Cortes upon her 
birthday. Had he transmuted the gold into coppers, 
and transmitted it in maravedis to his military dupes, 
it might have ill-served to rescue his contemned 
legions from their rags and penury, but it would have 
saved mankind from this fresh example of the baseness 
of political gratitude. It is but just, however, to say 
that, however dishonestly the means have been ac- 
quired, the Spanish soldier is now beginning to be 
better clothed and fed. 

The readiest and most practical device for supplying 
a ragged regiment with an impromptu uniform is that 
which prevailed amongst the Homeric chiefs and the 
chivalrous Paladins of later times — every man to kiU 
a hero for himself and strip him of his armour. But 
as riesults are problematical since the use of " villainous 
gunpowder,"' and fraternising is a more rational way 
of waging war, the ingenuity of the Spanish soldadesca 
was set on less perilous devices. Accordingly, a 
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tailorless regiment at Mataro availed itself of the 
disbandment of a refractory battalion of national 
militia, and jumped into their coats and breeches ! 

Heroes, like gift-horses, amidst such scenes, should 
not be looked too closely in the mouth ; and this was 
indeed last year the principle of action. Seventeen 
convicts having broken their prison, fourteen of them, 
heavily chained, fell upon two Nationals who mounted 
sentry, vnrested the guns from their hands, shot the 
sentinels^ and escaped without the walls. Some shots 
were fired after them from the town, which the felons 
of courso did not mind, but ran courageously for their 
lives and characters, tripped repeatedly by their 
chains, and as often rising again and darting forward 
like roebucks. On their reaching the besiegers at 
Torrero their chains were struck off, and they were 
made soldiers to reward their gallantry ! 

It is probably without parallel in the history of the 
world, that in the month of October a subscription was 
set on foot at Cadiz for defraying the expenses of sup- 
plying new uniform to the Royal Infantry regiment 
of Asturias, then doing duty in garrison. The Pro- 
visional Government had failed to perform its provi- 
sional promises ; the money due to the Commissariat 
and the military chest was not forthcoming; the sol- 
diers^ clothes were literally dropping from their backs, 
their shakos from their heads, their shoes from their 
feet, and private generosity was appealed to, to supply 
that lamentable deficiency which was permitted by 
public justice. My little mite was contributed for 
this purpose. Many ladies joined in the subscription, 
dnd, among the rest, many widows of military officers. 
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I have more tbaa once seen bright ejes in team at 
irHoeaBiiig the pliglit of these nusenible wddiov — yeCr 
fcOowB withal of wood^fid oonstaney, and, fer-the* 
most part too, of braverj. It was their offioers that 
aoldthem — ^tfaeir oflhsen that taught ihem the lesson: 
cyf rascality— poUoted the firankness of the iiiilitarj' 
diaraeter, and make them ^'pronoimee" and ^^firater-^ 
mae** when they should hold aloof and fight. It is 
Tery lodicrous to expect the refinement of chivaboiis 
loyalty and devotion fix>m men like these — half-stanred 
in disrepotable rags. 

The reward of the loyal soldiers, who at Algeciraa 
and Tarifa resisted the sabtile demoralisation^ of 
Nogneras, consisted neither of crosses nor medak nor 
decorations, bat of something mneh more substantial,' 
and usefoUyi if not elegantly, ornamental. A hundred 
diapters, written on contemporary Spanish history, 
and on the state of the Spanish army, could not be so 
iDnstrative as this one announcement: ^^Brigadrer 
GSrdova has opened a subscription, and placed himself 
at the head of it, for furnishing a pair of pantaloons 
to each of the valiant soldiers of Asturias !** * 

A seijeant of the grenadier company of the second 
battalion of the infantry regiment de Espana, march- 
ing to parade, raised the cry, Viva la Junta Central f 
But the men did not respond. He was instantly 
seized — this was at ten in the forenoon: at eleven he 
was tried by court-martial ; at twelve he was pasado 
jxnr lis armas, or shot by a file of his brother grena- 

• ^ El brigadier Cdrdoba ha abierto niui siucricion, ponondoM &. ]& 
cabeza de ella, para regalar on par de paataJoziQS de paSo & ios 
vaHentes soldadoa de Asturias." 
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dienr. So rabtd wexe this serfeaot'^fl miEtary. chiefs, . 
that they would not even dehky the opemng of the- 
court for the accustomed, mass of the Holy Ghost. 
Better have giv^i the poor man a pair of breeches' 
mth the rest. 

The chief service of the troops in the South of 
Spain is^at the fortifications of Cadiz and the Campo ^ 
of Gibraltar: The marchings and counter-marchings 
within tbe limits of the province of Gadiz^ which 
extend to the latter place, are therefore very consider- 
able ; and in the rural pueblos complaints have been* 
16iig and loud of the onerous pressure upon the inha- 
bitants from incessant billeting of soldiers, and finding 
of nmlesand other beasts of burden for the transport 
of baggage, together with sonte little addition of 
bitterness arising from the lawless and reckless habits 
of Spanish marching regiments. 

To diminish, as much as possiUe, the ffravamm of 
these complaints, two distinct lines of march have been 
Utterly struck out and rigidly adhered to ; the troops* 
which set out from Cadiz for the Campo of Gibraltar, 
proceed by way of Chiclana, Vejer, and Tarifa, to 
Algeciras, keeping entirely on the coast road ; while 
those who come from the Campo to Cadiz take the 
still more circuitous route by the Barrios, Alcaic de 
los Gazules, Medina Sidonia, and Puerto Real or San 
Fernando. The straight road from Cadizto Gibraltar 
(adhering to the right line) is an unpeopled desert, as 
arid and sandy as Sahara, and indeed even in the 
inhabited parts it is less fertile than the opposite 
shores of Africa. 

Not the least curious portion of a l^anish camr 
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paigning expedition is the Capilla del Campo, or 
campaigning chapel, in which are comprised and 
made portable all the requisites for saying mass in 
the field in the midst of the kneeling soldiery. The 
priest upon these occasions is often half a militairey 
and the clerk is always a whole one. Those who have 
seen mass regularly and pacifically performed, will be 
amused to hear that at the campaigning altar the 
clerk is a serjeant drest in full regimentals, with his 
firelock beside him on one hand, and the little bell on 
the other. 

A military band plays a rough and brassy mass in 
accompaniment to the service, and in every town in 
Spain where there is a garrison or depot, the same 
thing occurs on each Sunday in one of the parish 
churchesj the clerk there likewise being a serjeani, 
The effect on the whole is not disagreeable, but that 
the music is usually odious, composed very often of 
bad opera snatches and fiddling tunes in allegretto 
time. The campaigning capilla is useful in more ways 
than one. The deserter, spy, or military culprl^ 
capitally convicted, is placed en capilla preparatory to 
being shot. Here the consolations of religion are 
a4ministered to him by the regimental chaplain; and 
after the lapse of an hour he is made his comrade'^s 
target. 

The Quinta, or lottery-conscription for the army, 
is managed by the municipalities under the general 
superintendence of the provincial deputations. The 
Cortes having voted the number of troops which 
constitute the annual levy, the war-office at Madrid 
apportions the entire through the different cities and 
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puAlos of Spain. A day is fixed, n6tice extensively 
given, and the authorities of each district invariably 
summon four times the number of whom the return 
is to be composed. 

By experience it is found that the disqualifications, 
exemptions, and outlawries through non-attendance, 
amount to about three-fourths of the entire. In a 
list of four hundred and twenty-four convoked at 
Cadiz^ fifteen were excluded by physical incapacity, 
twenty-eight by being matriculated in one of the 
aational universities (an excuse which is always al- 
lowed except in extreme emergencies), fourteen by 
b^g widows^ sons, three by being sons of sexage- 
narians, one by being the son of a bed-ridden father, 
seventy-five by deficient stature, nine by the fact of 
their having already served in the army, forty-five 
by being less than eighteen years of age, one by 
belonging to a different district, two by the fact of 
being women (their Christian names having been mis- 
taken by the Escribanos), one by death ; and forty- 
eight, declining to attend, were declared outlaws. 

While the general system of enlistment is by lot 
from all the young men capable of bearing arms, 
there is likewise a provision for enrolling with the 
rest all youthful vagrants without physical defects or 
infirmities. In the principal Spanish towns there are 
a number of idle young men thus annually, according 
to a strong local proverb, " stolen from the cord."^ 
For the most part, they make quite as good soldiers 
as those who are more irreproachably brought up, 
proving how entirely we are the creatures of circum- 
stances and temptation. They are probably more 

VOL. I. X 
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^du81ll in thieving upon a march than tbetr eom- 
pflAioBs, but this, where there is so had a eoBAsda- 
fsatfiat, ia father an aeeempKelnnent, and np^m a 
Spanish campaign it is a decided acqfffisitiei>^bekig 
.one wajr of reducing the enemy's eonntry. 

fke harddbips of a law of forced enHstmefit ave 
soefa, that, till the stock of Tagraots is exhausted, tfe^ 
authorities should never look ehsewhere. How noon- 
fftrousljreruel to take from a diop in Seville or Te4eclo 
a clever working mechanic, or remove from bis little 
room a laborious and skilled artizan, forcing him to 
ahoolder a musket and serve balfHstarved fer sik 
years! How equally onerous to tear the young 
£ftniier from his ground, or the coHegiate seholar 
from his boohs ! Who can feel surprise that the 
military service is unpopnlmr ! The prcwerb remsms 
indi^utable : — 

Dinero otmtado 
Halla SQldado 1 

• It may wcffl be conceived that inadequate pay, food, 
and clothing, are a galaxy of equivocal affremem^ Vfhaeb, 
make a military life rather shunned than sought after 
in Spain, Large sums are paid by those who caa 
afford it, when the conscription falls upon them, to 
provide a substitute, and there, are even insurance 
companies formed to avert this evil from the heads of 
their subscribers. 

The company at Cadiz (with a branch at Seville) 
has its office in the Casa Capitular, where the directing 
c Junta will find you a hero by proxy any day in the 
-year, for the trifling consideration of a few shillings 
subscribed annually ; and the president, Scfior Ret or- 
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-tiiBO} w31 ivQftt 7^ to tbe retort C(mrtei>ii8 if yea 
uideryalae tbe exceUenee of the kistitBiioD. It oet* 
tmiy appears not at aQ more rational to ianire life 

• than Iimb^ and I kne^ not how many this phSanthf e* 
pie and Biooe]r*'makii^ Compaaay reaciudd from an 
imtoward ftie, upon whom the lot feU at the last 
Qnintft to be either out-and-out or snp^emeatal woU 
dien. The fofmer serres at once, the hitter is liaUe 

.when the vegimmtal mimbert thin. 

The Qiiinta ia the Spani^ enrolment or aUetment 
.of yomig men fit for mflitaary duty* Every male who 

has completed his twentieth year may be oaUed oa to 
r aerve. Thk conacription is of eom%e'prop<«tioiied in 

ita severity to the number of fresh B<^diei» whieh the 
' exig^ides of the serviee re^re to be levied, I have 

known it to invade the amversities ! In its original 

form every fifth man was made to serve, whenee the 

name, Qniata. Ask Sefiw Betortillo for further 
•particnlani; 

The reloetanee of mimeroas Spaniards to serve in 
. an army so miserably paid and provided as theirs, 

and exposed to sueh ineessant hardships, eauses miuay 
< to become voluntary outlaws, and take to the road as 
. bandits^ or join troops of ^errilleros. Every year, 

when the lots are drawn by which the conscription is 
f decided, numbers decamp, and so many as twenty 
. names are published at a time as outlawed, unless 

they immediately present themselves before the first 
. alcalde in the chief provincial towns. The Gallegos, 

to avoid military serviee, go as porters and labourers 

• to Portugal. 

I was infinmed of the case of an aged and infirm 
X 2 
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father, who drowned himself in the province of Ora^ 
nada, to exempt his only son from the fatal chance of 
the conscription. They repaired together to the pe- 
riodical Quinta, the son drew his own name from thd 
urn, and in crossing the river Frangirola in a small 
boat on their return home, the father suddenly flung 
himself overboard, and was irrecoverably lost to sight. 
He had filled his pockets with stones to make death 
certain, and his body was not found until next day. 
This inflexible gefe defamilia had discharged his pro- 
mise ; his boy was exempt from service, being now a 
widow^s son ! 

A characteristic trait of Narvaez*s dictatorship ig 
the attempt which he lately sought to enforce, to pre- 
vent the finding of substitutes, and make every man 
serve upon whom the lot fell, without consideration of 
means or circumstances. A Spanish garrison and 
marching life, to young men tenderly nurtured, is little 
preferable to death itself, and even Narvaez^s iron 
will could not break down the barriers of nature. 
The mandate was generally defied^ the substitutes 
provided as before, at an expense usually of about 
50/. sterling, and the recusants were found to be so 
numerous that it was impossible to punish them all. 
With the existing Spanish commissariat, the fairest 
description of service would be the old volunteer one 
by moehila^ or contents of knapsack, which the pro- 
vincial musters put in force when they went to drive 
out the Moors from Granada in the time of Philip II. 
The fighting ended with the knapsack. 

The most extraordinary efibrt of military conscrip- 
tion ever made in Spain was the Sorteo of 100,000 
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men made in the winter of 1835, in pursuance Tof 
the Royal decree of the 24th October of that year. 
The sumrtotal was partitioned through every town 
and pueblo of Spain, and the quotas were to be raised 
by a given day. A permanent Commission of Arma- 
ment and Defence was incorporated in the metropoli^i 
and with this the various provincial alcaldes commu- 
nicated. The quota for each village averaged about 
20 men, and on the lists being made out they were 
forwarded to the capital of each province. 

The object of this vast conscription was to make 
one Herculean effort, and sweep the Carlist forces 
out of Spain ; it was not completely carried through, 
but was fulfilled to a considerable degree, and the 
next year saw the accomplishment of the result aimed 
at, although effected by negotiation and not by force 
of arms. The desolating struggle in which the country 
had so long been engaged caused this sweeping con- 
scription to be hailed with singular enthusiasm by the 
entire Spanish population. 

The Sorteo, as the name implies, was fairly distri- 
buted by lot, and the village mozos in drawing forth 
the little crumpled balls of paper, in the interior of 
which were written their respective chances, burst 
forth spontaneously into loud vivas for their innocent 
Queen and the lihertades patrias. Again, when those 
whom fortune marked as food for powder were regu- 
larly enlisted and drawn up in line, in numerous 
instances they renewed their patriotic outcries, and 
-expressed their ardent desire to contribute their share 
4o the termination of the bloody struggle. 

Curious and searching were the questions then 
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rskcd as to individual eligilnfity. The point 
twrmaily discufeed, whether oodsta fmra, dedieated. 
to the aerrice of the choir in caihedrak, hairing minor 
orders, but not ordained in saaris^ and monks, being 
in reality laymen, dwdling in timr-oonymts, and 
ch)thed in their sant^ hdbitOy were liable to the mili* 
tary suerte^ and to be returned ia the g^ieral eoa* 
seription. The question was gra?^ debated ; and 
it was held that the austerities of life pres<»*ibed by 
the various orders incapacitated them from doing 
rough campaigners' duty, espedally that portion who 
are never supposed to partake of more sdid food than - 
milk and vegetables. They were, therefore, exiKDpted 
from the Quinta, but soon afterwards the convent 
properties were all confiscated, and these very men 
sent adrift, so that they gained but little by their 
temporary armistice; while those who turned them 
out commemorated the act of iqK>liation at various 
public banquets in toasts, ^^ i hs lAberales de todo el 
crbef^ 
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CHAPTER XXXII. 

THE BASTDITB OF ATTDALUdA. 

The robbers of Andaliicia have the reputation of 
being the most gentlemanlike professors of their craft 
in Spain, and of being in some sort successors to the 
Caballeros Andantes of old. But my slight inter- 
course with them does not quite bear out this reputa- 
tion ; and though I have neither been knocked on the 
bead nor stript (as all travellers here dramatically say 
they have been), it was probably owing, on one occar 
sion, to tho rare proximity of a military station. They 
are certainly not such brutes as those of La Mancha, 
who are truly stigmatised as the most cruel and 
savage bandits in Spain. 

The cavalier-iiko reputation of the Andalucian^ 
ladrones probably arises from their constitutional 
gaiety of character, which they share with all the 
natives from Seville to Cartagena, and from tho facility 
with which they cut a joke, ring a laugh, and light 
a eigarrillo, with a blunderbuss pointed at the breast 
of their prostrate victim. 

The robbers of Catalonia and Navarre are said to be 
more brutal than in any other district ; and those of 
Old Castile to have a smattering of the polish which 
the Hidalgo character of the locality is presumed to 
knpart. But, romaxice a«ide^ these worthies of Spain^ 
witerever you may unluckily cfaaziceto meet them, wi&. 
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be found ibr the moii pert to be u end u thqr are 
eto^ and as eoane as thej aie eowaidlj. 

A doable-barrdled gnu is an exedknt proteetion, if 
y on are mounted on a sfn»ig and fleet hone, in makiiig 
abort jonmeja through the more dvilised parts of 
An dalncia . Your horse is then as useful as yoor 
weapon, and yon need not permit your asRailantH to 
close on yon« 

Few who Tslne life or property e?er go forth from 
SeviUe or Cordova, from Granada or Malaga, without 
this pretty play*thing slung from the saddle-bow. 
When first I saw these solitary horsemen wending 
towards the bridge of SeviUe, and inquired whether 
they were sportsmen, the answer I received from a 
Spaniard who tiwu&f speak English was, ^^ por el terfy^ 
his attempt at ^' thief ;*" and I had subsequent oceasion 
in abundance to perceive that the game which these 
fowlers had in their eye was the*' hipe% impltanis.*' 

But hampered in the lumbering diligencia, miser 
rably caught in a trap, and begirt, perhaps, by two 
score ruffians, with no good steed to bound beneath 
the spur, it is bedlamite madness to fire your foolish 
popgun, which may hit nothing, but is sure to get you 
hit in return, without a shadow of mistake. 

It had long been the practice amongst adroit travel- 
lers to hide their money, jewellery, &c., in the interior 
of the coach when the alarm of robbers was first given. 
But this '^ dodge ^' having at length come to the 
knowledge of the errant craft, they adopted effectual 
means for eluding it, and the diligencia is now very 
frequently burnt, in the hope of finding in the ashes 
the passengers* concealed valuables. An Englishman 
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of my acquaintance, Tvho held a high commission in 
the military service of Spain, travelling from Madrid 
to Badajos in the diligence, was placed upon the 
ground on his mouth and nose, with a man armed with 
a blunderbuss over him, and orders to be instantly 
shot if he stirred ; but little money was found in his 
possession, and the robbers exasperated at the impro- 
bable penury of " El General" as they called him, 
burnt all his luggage, after ransacking its contents, 
and carefully and minutely inspected the embers in 
the expectation of meeting with concealed gold. 

" JS/ GeneraV was let off with some heavy and 
stunning blows of the butt-end of a blunderbuss, and 
taught the lesson of wisdom- which I would desire to 
impress on my readers, never to travel in Spain with- 
out a reasonable amount of money on your person, the 
pilfering of which will prevent cupidity from being 
driven to blood-thirsty despair. 

The disbandment of various corps stationed in 
Andalucia, which took place subsequently to the 
embarkation of Espartero for England, the unpro- 
vided state in which the men were dismissed upon the 
concession of their licencia absoluta^ in clear violation 
of the termis of their enlistment ; the starving and 
penniless plight of some, and the shirtless and shoe- 
less condition of others ; the draughting off of masses 
of troops still retained in the service, to the northern 
provinces, where the Provisional Oovernment had 
more pressing need of them ; and the strong temp- 
tations of a disorganised state of society, — caused a 
considerable increase in the number and strength of 
the robber bands which, from time immemorial, have. 
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prowfed tkxomk thcM bentilU 
binds, for tlw moat psrt» i 
duuRMtor. 

Ineorponted robbos j^e odled ] 
a eoMdend>le noBiber of tbeot aie niliUry dtiiiew y 
or bafefociiierlyflaTodin theamj- Thqr are more 
formidaUe tluui onlinary robberi, ms poonanog inoilly 
more eoonge, aetiiig with more perfect oombiiuitioii 
and eoneeri, and ezeeniiiig wiUiTigoiir what Aey - 
have phumed in their rough oomieya. They likewiae 
aflSset the style military, and may fieqnently be seen, 
with greasy M fatigne-caps, diapeddmilarly to those 
worn in the Frsnehservioe, and very mndi resembling 
the month-pieee of a clarionet, with a taasd in fnHit. 
The light grey SBrtoat, too, worn by tiie infantry — ^in 
a state <rf considerable dilapidati<m — msy be oft^n 
seen amongst these lawless men ; as well as a stray 
cartouche-box which was once the Queen's, as was • 
infidlibly the musket, which is now turned against her 
subjects. 

Like the Free Lances of the middle sges, with a 
more outlawed and galley-slave character, these men 
an as ready for war as thievii^*-^^ tim Marti qaim 
Jiereurio *'— 4Uid as keen to reap a prc^ from moun* 
tain hostiUtios as from still more naked depredation* 

Jsk a country where tl^ rights of property are 
imperfectly developed, robbemarenot wholly divested 
of some notions of rough honour ; aiul however cniel> 
brutal and rapacious, many of them look upon them-> 
selves stQl as asort of semi-eoldien. Sfaoidd afitting^ 
occasion arise, they are prepared to take the fidd^ 
under an ^iprc^riate leader; and Noguaras is said to- 
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haxe been m treaty with mxte faimdreds of them^ 
wiien he pian&ed at Oibnltar the reyolt which failed 
at Algecnius. Tb^ were to h&YBctxaud i^ aa a reseme 
foaeoe, hvA -aot to appear at the first bhurt lest publb 
feeling diould be oxEtzsged ; and the conintbandists 
leagued in defi^ioe of CeotraHsm and Ayaeuehism, of 
wiiom 400 were drawn up ia the outdLirts of the 
towB, were to have been supported by 500 guerriila 
fceebooters, under the command of the AndaliiKiaa . 
"Abd-^l-Kader/' 

The entire south of the Peninsula is now oyamm 
by these guerrilla bands. From Cartagena on the 
Mediterranean, to Cape St. Vincent and Carrapaterra» 
on the Atlantic, they exist in a perpetual state of. 
nomadie or irruptional depredation* Wild axid almost 
inaccessible sierras abound throughout these regions ; 
and maJdng these the base of their operations, they, 
descend from formidable paints cT appui in relentless 
raids upon the country round, and defy pursuit in their 
mountain fastnesses. Their depredations are nearly as . 
formidable in Algarve as in Andalucia; since theter^ 
miaatioa of the Miguelite war, the disbanded troops 
-"-^spedally those of the usurper— have never ceased 
to infest this province and its confines ; and one-^xth ' 
of tl^ entire Portuguese army is constantly employed 
in this singular district against robbers and cootsa- 
baadists. 

When pronuneiami^ntos against Espartero were Uie 
vogue in Spain, in two or three Andaluoian puM», 
the revolutionary juntas, according to the invarisdtde 
practice, assummg sovereign power, organised mounted 
free corps for the support o( the movement, which. 
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retained their incorporated character long after Espar- 
tero was expelled, and went about the country robbing 
and plundering all that they could lay hands on (more 
especially those who were' politically obnoxious), and 
some of them merged into permanent guerrilleroa- 
They " pronounced " for their own profit, in their owp. 
particular line, and beginning in some sort in jdce» 
they ended as downright soldiers— as amateurs will 
sometimes fiddle themselves into an orchestra for life. 

The number of these predatory bands considerably 
increasing, through the various circumstances above 
stated, conferences were held and mutual understand- 
ings arrived at, and the country equitably partitioned 
amongst them to be conveniently robbed in detail. 

The Ostrogoths and the Visigoths, the Huns and 
the Vandals, had each their fertile district to ravage. 
One troop took theSierradeRonda^a second inspected 
the road between Ronda and Malaga, a third superin- 
tended the distance between the Sierra and Granada, 
a fourth took note of the rich fields which compose 
the Vega of Cordova, and a fifth, commanded by the 
most active and powerful of his class, disdained to be 
fettered by localities, and flew about like the contents 
of a bomb in all directions. 

Established thus upon various strong points, these 
levellers of social inequalities, and rough-and-ready ' 
equalisers, carried terror and dismay to every hearth 
in Andalucia. In numerous instances they were well 
mounted, pillaged the richest dwellings and most 
comfortable farm-houses, kidnapped capitalists upon 
the high road, and held them in duress till they were 
paid an assigned ransom. When occasion .required . 
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it, the several bands gave each other mutual support, 
and it may well be supposed that they assumed a most 
formidable character. 

Their ordinary retreat was the heart of the sierras, 
cVer which they reigned paramount, and when they 
descended to the fertile plains, where their prey was 
to be seized, and had to await a favourable moment, 
they lay in ambush in the olive groves on the skirts 
of C6rdova, or in the orange huertas^ from Seville to 
Granada. Meanwhile the Provisional Oovemment 
Was provisioning its own arsenal at Madrid, in pro- 
found indifference as to the doings in the south. 

The bandits enjoyed a pleasurable immunity, and, 
when^tired of ruralising, plundered towns and villages 
at noon day, with an impartial diffusion of dismay 
including cities in their ravages, and with no incon- 
siderable impudence waging war upon crowned heads, 
by plundering in one day the consulates both of 
Naples and Piedmont at Malaga. 

They evinced in some instances great magnanimity 
of character, as became their conquering omnipotence, 
generously taking only from the rich, and letting 
light purses go their way. But those detachments 
which were found to have practised these grave irre- 
gularities, were generally cut by the rest of the corps, 
and one man was shot through the head for his 
criminal liberality. 

It was an Andalucian guerrillero, Juan Vidal, who, 
passing into Catalonia, was so near reviving upon a 
permanent footing the pretensions of Don Carlos in 
1839. This intrepid marauder used to bid the moun- 
tain villagers good morning and good night with ball 
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(Bvtaridge; md, boiigihoiiof pmmmu, iwwJil nit 
dlaw » n^le kmd erf olhre-ofl daring die mi I jbiw to 
pus from the cantons withont a eeritfeate cf m kmd 
0I eom, peflfli or riee, Btitenng for evwyone of oil 
that lioit ont Hafii^ niMrtered an ixregdbLt -fipne 
of abont eight hundred men, ha thongfat fittojanreat 
the teum of San Jnaa de ka Abadeaaa^ to the Qavet-- 
nor of wfaieh he addrcaKd the feBowi^ rtdoilg 
apeeiBien of a goemliero'a epistle :«— 

^ Rayd army of Catalonia.^— I have jost anmd At 
this point, ftiDy resolf ed to atta^ tiie town iritk the 
artillery and forces at niy eommand, and, if it ahonld 
redst, to take it bj aaBaidt,rednoe ittoftAes^ and put 
aU nithitt it to the sword. Bat I trust as a ^aod 
Spaniard yon will avoid eflbsion of blood. Iswait 
year answer within the impassable limit of a faarter 
of an hour! Ood save yoor worship ! Datedfixaa 
the field of honour, this ^th November, 18S9. 

" (Signed) Jxus Vm*u- 

The enyirons of Olvera were long haanted by aToy 
determined robber, a ladran cfamcdn, who leyied eon- 
tribntions from all comers indiseriminatdy from the 
period of Espartero^s and Concha's hurried viot to 
Andalncia, and, when purses were scarce upon the 
highway, resorted to the adventitious aid of smii^gling. 
The alcalde of the town, a determined follow, at last 
resolved to abate the nuisance, and having received 
private information of the robber'^s whereabouts, 
placed himself at the head of the ronda municipal, and 
proceeded to take him prisoner. He found the robber 
in bed with bis enamorada, but nevertbeleias prepared. 
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He was aaleep ujoa ike womsn^s arm when tiie 
alcalde in person seized faim. Is the w3d distvictB 
^hereabouts the alcaldes are often rode men, eontra- 
bandists, and perhaps with a tondi of the robber in 
their composition — strange qualifications for a mayor ! 
The alcalde had a huge horse-pistol in his hand, but 
the robber did not mind this. Rapkl as tiioaghty he 
dreir two pistols from beneath his pillow, and dis- 
charged them both at the alcalde in quick sooeession. 
The magifl^rate^ strange to say, i^ut not hit by either, 
but, diaebsaging Ihs own pistol, wounded (without 
iiiten£ng H) the prostrate and defenceless woman. 
The ffin^hange of shots was sufficient to rouse all the 
W¥age nature of the mumcipal picquet, who, with one 
eommon accord, poured their fire upon the bed, and 
shot both robber and female* Neither of them ever 
stirred after* To render Hob transaction entirely 
characteristic, it was made a political handle of, and 
the alcalde was charged with persecuting Ayacuchos. 

The ayuntami^nto of XioHma received intelligenee 
that a fiamons leader of guerrillas in the Sierra de 
Ronda, called from the quickness of his movementer, 
JEl Ciervo^ or ^^ the Stag,^^ who had been closely 
hunted by a detachment of troops for some time past, 
' was hkling in the house of his uncle, (she mayoral of 
Motttenagrsu. 

The person in whose house the robber was secreted 
was himself an officer of justice — ^a sort of small corre- 
gidor, or alguacil. But as robbing is by no means a 
discreditable business here, to harbour a robber in his 
distress was considered so little disreputable, that in 
« relation it was deemed rather a matter of right than 
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of favour. No' mob questipns of delicate honour 
affected the municipal chamber of Ximena, or re- 
strained its alcalde from pursuing the robber to the 
death, as he might any other wolf molesting his 
district* 

The alferez commanding the small detachment at 
Ximena, was informed by the alcalde of the design on 
foot, and the municipal and military authorities pro- 
ceeded conjointly with their little force, in perfect 
silence and quietude, towards the hill, on the top of 
which was situated the house of the mayoral, by name 
Joaquin Jangra. In their noiseless advance, they had 
nearly reached the top of the mountain before they 
were perceived. The bandit, on finding himself dis- 
covered, and seeing the utter inutility of contending 
against such superiority of numbers, trusted to the 
proverbial fleetness from whence his name. El Ciervo ; 
but this movement had been anticipated, an ambush 
had been posted at the other side of the hill, and the 
guerrillero was shot dead, as \?as likewise a young boy, 
a son of the mayoral, who was innocently running 
over the hill ! The bandit had been a guerrillero for 
nine years on the Sierra, and was a deserter from the 
regiment del Rey. 

The exploits of the guerrilleros of Andalucia arose 
to such a pitch towards the close of the winter, that it 
was found requisite to organise at Seville a flying 
column to scour the province, and rid it of its bandits 
— a duty more easily undertaken than achieved. This 
flying column^composed of light infantry and cavalry, 
was placed under the command of Count Don Moreno 
de Monray, and was strengthened by the accession 
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of ft number of volunteers* Troops were marcbed 
fiimultaneottsly^ and with a similar purpose, from 
Cordova and Caceres, and a temporary pacification 
was effected. 

A ludicrous, yet somewhat lamentable scene, oo* 

curred at Cadiz in October. Two Frenchmen entered 

the town in miserable plight, clad in their shirts, and 

plainly without a maravedi in their pockets — since 

pockets they had none left. They were a sort of 

eommis'^voyaffeursf and had ventured on mules across 

the country from Malaga to Cadiz. The still un* 

subsided effects of the disturbances Connected with 

the siege of Seville caused every road in Andalucia 

to be infested with robbers, and the result was pre« 

cisely what all but the foolhardy Frenchmen them« 

selves anticipated. They were beaten, robbed, and 

stripped on the mountains of Ronda ; their mules 

were carried off with all their little baggage : and the 

iincourteous Salteadores having thus unmercifully left 

them en cueros^ as a great favour permitted them to 

retain their shirts. The unfortunate men had to per* 

form a distance of eighty miles on foot, rather coolly 

attired even for the Andalucian heats, and with no 

more solid subsistence than weeds and water. The 

intellects of both were much shaken, chiefly by ex«> 

posure to the intense rays of the sun, without any 

covering for their heads : and they had the extreme 

folly to advertise on their arrival in Cadiz for an organ^ 

violin, and magic lantern, which one of them had left 

in a house there twelve years before (in 1831), but of 

which, the robbers having rifled him of everything, 

he had lost both the street and the number I 

VOL. I. y 
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CHAPtBR XXXIIl. 

TBS SPANISH ABD^EL-KADEB. 

Tax inos4 Baled robber that hMr sriaea inJkaabdM$a^ 
flincetliedayaof Job6 MartayiaamaiiBflniedSramwrB^ 
ivbose extnuMrdtaafery aeiivity hat gaiaad ibr biitt tlur 
name of the An^aliieian Abd-^-Kadev. Thia hevoi^ 
hdwever, is bo Moor, but a ooflUMUimuste SpaaEkh robber 
¥4th a dash of Moorish eharacter. He is even mofe 
ofapoliticiaR. than a warrior; and monqrand other 
valuablea being the sole objeet of his punniit, his -pbta. 
is to carry off the rieh farmers and lattded pniprieton^ 
askd. detain them till he is supplied witii m pvopor* 
tionate ransom, or apply the bastinado,, witii a view 
te ineseaee the amonnt, riiottld Ua YietiniB prove t^ 
fraciory. 

It is positively said, that this man was lurking la 
the monntains near Aroche and San Alexxo, on the 
Portuguese frontier, in October, 1843, seeking for sat 
opportunity to carry off the Queen of Portugal on her 
journey from Beja nc^hward^ witinn a few leagues of 
the Spanish territm*y ; that his scouts were out in. 
every directitm, and that nothing deterred him trom. 
carrying his pkn into operation, but the fiiet of Dona 
Marians military escort having been doubled at Beja. 

The Gefe^s band, induding all its ramifications at 
that time, numbered four hundred men, which would 
have been undoubtedly sufficient for the purpose ; and 
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vAmit chiefly prcFvented ik^ dssriagmUa^icmStomhmBff 
realised, was the dresd that war woirid have been 
inmiediatelj levied against Ancfialueia, ftndrtberobbers 
smoked out of all then* cares and denm Thoser ti&^ 
wiiose ears the sii^Ifir project came, fttnieed them* 
selves with conjecturing what would have been the 
amonnt of ransom demanded for two crowned heads, 
tber Owen and King of Portugal, aotd how far the 
appHoation of the bastinado would hove bsf^^ probably 
cnrried in respect of Her FaithM Majesty, who is 
blest with extenvrme proportions. lUngh treatment 
Dd^a Maria* would have unquestionably experienced, 
had she met with this mishap, and it is fortunate that 
her delicate frame was not subjected to the pressure of 
a» ransom-auction, in which every blow would perforoe 
hagre esckaaiised the biddmg. 

Though the Abd*eI-KadeF of Southern Spain for 
the most part contents himself with plundering asid 
mauKng his victims, he does not stop at murdering 
them when they have the insolence to defend thek*- 
property, or when^the robber chief himself happens to 
suffer from indigestiim ; and to the fbine of his filehings^ 
captivities, and bastinadoings^ is added the reputation 
of an occasional assassin. I present him to my readers 
inpuris nataralihusy having no taste for washing a 
blackamoor white, nor genius for painting a Bluebeard 
emdeur de rose. I leave that to the Marquis do 
CuBtine and the race of imaginative travellers. I will 
be bound that the robber in question is an excellent 
gmtitleman and a man of considerable delicacy and 
refinement, bnt he has never as yet thought proper to 
show it ; and his mask is so long worn, that I doubt not 
t2 
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tiliMMeideiitanygroinitoliis&oe. I know he liaft 
been often aeen ftt ehnreli — it maj hsve been for par« 
poeet eoooected with his eraft; and it eannot bo 
denied that he is continually at prayer— entreating; 
gentlemen whoae ean are dose to his pistol-mouth ta 
give him mcnne money. 

For aeven years past our Spamsh Abd-el-Eader haa 
roved with impunity through the provinces of Malaga^ 
Cordova, and Seville, robbing all comers and knoddng 
not a few on the head. He has organised a regular 
host of foragidos, or mountain-robbers, who hold in » 
state of constant trepidation the entire Comarca^ 
from the outskirts of Loja to Osuna, and frighten 
from their propriety all the fertile fields of the Cam« 
pina around Cordova. The diligencicL^ which plies 
between Seville and Granada, was attacked in autumn 
1843, near Alameda, and the value of the effects 
plundered amounted to 5000 dollars. Even this 
i^lendid prize did not suffice for our Abd-el-Kader's 
covetousness ; the vehicle contained a rich physician 
of Granada, too choice and plump a fish to let slip 
from the net ; and the robbers carried him off to one 
of their most inaccessible retreats near Algarinefo on 
the Sierra. This gentleman, having discharged a 
pistol at the Gefe, was treated with great cruelty; 
his life would have been undoubtedly sacrificed^ 
but that from his wealth it was expected that he 
would yield an enormous ransom, and 20,000 dollar8» 
at first was asked, or more than 4000/« 

The Gefe came down at last to 5000 dollars, but 
below that sum no power could induce him to descend* 
Pen Ramon Moreno (the Granada gentleman's name) 
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teas obstinate in his refusal to write an order for any 
«uch amount, and the Oefe was equally determined in 
the opposite direction. He ordered half-a-dozen 
moderately^sized canes to be cut down — ^the cane 
grows here as commonly as furze in England, and 
forms, with aloes, the only hedges — ^tied him to the 
rugged trunk of an olive-tree, placed pen, ink, and 
paper within reach, and had a rapid shower of blows 
administered upon every part of the unfortunate 
eapitalist'^s body. Don Ramon displayed wonderful 
resolution ; he neither sighed nor writhed, nor uttered 
the slightest exclamation. 

The dose was repeated that night — it was the poc^ 
znan'^s supper. Still the torture proved unavailing. 
It was again applied next day, and it was Don 
Kamon's only meal. Hunger and physical exhaustion 
subdued that otherwise indomitable spirit, and the 
order for 5000 dollars was signed, dispatched, and paid 
with little delay. Don Ramon was then released, 
burning with secret thoughts of vengeance ; and his 
persecutors shifted their quarters, ** Abd-el-Kader ^ 
not doubting what he might expect. 

The cruel and intense brutality of which Don 
Ramon was the victim, roused, with his own^ the 
public spirit of the province, and for some time large 
portions of it were rather too hot to hold the robbers. 
But ♦* Abd-el-Kader " shone by his policy as well as 
by his warlike exploits. He now retired for a time, 
and suffered the storm to blow past. His band of 
malefactors, under his judicious management, was 
elastic, and became contracted or enlarged at plea»^ 
«ure. This is a characteristic peculiarity of the 
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.robber qntam in Aadftkieia. GraatMnimberB of tire 
mgrmitmnl Isboumrs axe ready to doa bit of ^^ higb- 
mmy hommBT to make good the deficiency of wagee, 
and the mualEet often reposes. in the fields by ^eeide 
of the hoe and sickle. Recnute may thus be read%- 
had at the baok of every hedge, and ''Abd-el-KaderV^ 
Jiost is capable of extension adifffinitum^ by the acoes- 
aion of theee rateros. 

Meanwhile, though the robber-ehief was reating on 
hie oars, Don Kamon was not idle. . Imbued with that 
{Strong vindictive ^irit which is here a rvirtue, and 
which in this instance had all the sanctity of retribo- 
tive justice, Don Ramon, with the aid of some of his 
Oranada friends, like himself well armed and mounted, 
anade frequent excursions in the direction of the Sierra, 
.between Granada and Seville, and by the lavish dis- 
tribtttton of his considerable wealth contrived to he 
.always marvellously well acqumnted with the haunts 
and quarters in which the robbers Inrked, quietty 
awaiting his opportunity fer reprisals. '^Abd-el'- 
Kader" had likewise.his scouts in all directions, and 
the game which, he a± preset pursued was that of 
:pensonal security. But iiis men were too hungry and 
short-sightod to shaope his inactivity. 

Three of the band issued from their mountain fast- 
jiesB, towaords the end of October, for a. prolessioiial 
lexonrsian in the diirts of Periana. 'The roads weie 
»deesrted, and:no xichly-laden. passenger appeared to 
aceward their industry. In this predicasnent a wdl- 
««tocked &rm tempted them by ite comfbrtable appear- 
ance ; with gun on shoulder they entered, earned off 
-whatever was jnest portable^ and amongst -tlie rest of 
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idle g9oiB aopd !d»ttdb4»oi»]»wa7jno«tam 
jAe paswcm utiim oiiver, tone of Ae nsohest isAradopes 
. <of itJio .iiicteiot of AidaitdDi^ 

i^inionniK ithe^iftcmar wkh^onie eof ^ <nibi faaltens^ 
iJiey JMffe Adm v.aff tiivaugh a remoie ^iUaf e, of 4vhieh 
no geographcor B«r gmBeitfter speaks, «»d wbiob^ands 
2!QQorded oa .the &ee of aio obartr-^iio uBOdnuBoii cir- 
eumstanee in A^dakicia. Tiie name of the \iHage is 
iTrabiico, and -as -the 'vobben mih their -viiHim were 
^lAsaing ihfoiigh its furthor extremity, the news 
^seadiod tthe .viUagecs, ih0n.a(n9inbled«t macs : ^ it was 
.jsadj on aome gseat fastiv^. ^' XtM Abd^lril^sidtps I " 
•was the word, whioh west through the eongrega/tion 
:idth the jeqiaditgr itnd .diaok of ^lightning. 

The .'paor iriDageTs wore atraek a^nast ; 'bbe beoom- 
if^^beariog^of /men, orveneouiKtcdng ihe -dangers of a 
'Qitirsuit, wiw*the farthest 4lHng from ibwr "thoughts, 
jfiut it Jianfmned that amongst those nearest to the 
.:altar <was iDon i&awcsi ;of Gkranada, sunounded by has 
^laends. iBon Jkamon leaped to hisfeet in 4Ui instant ; 
Ibis ocnnpaoibne iinitated iiis emmpie. 

Don Bamon harangued iSke villagefro seith all the 
ddoqsrassivenessand'powfflr of intense emotion, and pro- 
.^diioed ja rvisiUe e&ot upon ifae 'Oongregation. The 
foaett ;aflb the saltor was asttumded at this eoMgetic 
iiBtfiEBcgptionio tbeaaered eeremonies, the clergy inter- 
^aed wtfa their auihcority, and the distnrbanae was 
>^itfflted mttil the «nd of mass. Then all the males 
rushed focth baai the .pcxrtal of the ohnrch ; Don 
. JBiunoii's eloquence ^was perfecily joioeessful. Theoe 
imi8« Juialy jnnstecing of arms, an efiective distribu- 
tion of the forces, and A x^td issuing of orders. In 
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less tluui half w boor thejr lad oTertalGenilie robbetv 
on the road, and reaooed the poor kbradmr^ irfio wept 
with joy on hk deliveHnoe, threw himaelf on his kneo^ 
jmd ofiered thanks to the Virgin for her protection, to 
which, with unshaken faith, he aiitributed his preser* 
vation, the day being one of her feasts. 

The moment the robbers were separated from their 
victim, Don Ramon and the entire /Msse fired a volley 
at them, which stretched the three bandits dead n^ 
their feet I There being no regular administration of 
law or justice in Andalucia, the people Lynch for 
themselves. They likewise rewarded their fatigue 
with the spoils of the slain robbers, from whoee 
persons they took numerous watches, rings, and other 
valuables — ^a fine moming^s work, for which their 
appetite was apparently whetted by the hasty mouthful 
of devotion which they snatched in church. Dan 
Bamon feasted himself upon the writhings and 'con* 
tortions of the dying bandits, who had caned him on 
the mountain, and reloading his gun, exclaimed—- 
^' Tengo acd una bala para el Ahd-eUKader 1 " *^I 
have here a ball for Abd-el-Kader 1 " 

Don Ramon's zeal was at last rewarded by a distant 
shot at his formidable adversary, but JN'apoleons, 
whether lawless or legitimatised, are not so easily diik 
posed of. Our Spanish Abd-el-Kader was desperately 
wounded, and lay for dead in a ratero's* cabin for 
many tedious hours* The charmed bullet which was ta 
shorten his days was not yet cast, nor its spells pro- 
nounced. Navarro recovered, slowly and painfully, but 
yet recovered to the full robustness of his chequered 
• Single robber. 
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inerra life. During the period of his illness, from 
Oninads to the Ouadiana, and from the garden-pliua 
of G6rdoya to the Mediterranean seabord, compara- 
tive quiet prevailed. The labrador's heart bounded 
^th joy, and the Andalucian matron no longer hushed 
herbabe with the formidable name of ^^Abd-el-Kader^^' 
A worse bugbear than the ordinary ** bu ! ** 

The great marauder was believed to be dead. Not 
so, however ; in the early spring Navarro again flung 
himself on horseback; his name as powerful, his 
resources as inexhaustible as ever. Never did he 
muster so many followers, nor plan such grand 
expeditions. His first exploit was to command the 
great salt-contract guards to withdraw from their 
etores to Santa Ella. The chief commissioner remon- 
strated, but Navarro was inexorable, and commiis- 
aioner and guards obeyed ! ^' For he," said the 
commissioner in his report, *^ who is alone in the 
midst of a plain obeys a captain of horsemen, although 
it be against his will." 

Warming and quickening with his own activity of 
movement, our Abd-el-Kader pushed with his marau- 
ders as far as Tudela, and at times carried his depre- 
dations into Upper Aragon. Jos6 Maria and the 
Cura Merino were his only genuine prototypes, and 
both were surpassed by the zeal and intelligence with 
which he always looked to the commissariat depart- 
ment. The best horses of Andalucfa, of Morisco 
breed and true Arab stock, were seized for the service 
of his dashing band, and mounted thus far better than 
the government cavalry, Navarro and his freebooters 
set all pursuit at defiance* They passed like a whiil* 
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wad ikoL dirtrrat to ^isiriet : iJbey fBew tf 4ite ife 
jtttfttib, ''at the uttermost fipaed of hane'ji bMt" 

Never muB robber BMfflB popdar ^tfc the f«m% •a 
quality wULeh he Aheved whb all .eooeearful {oirwKffB 
4if theoraGb. Hie libegali<y to Ahem was ab bamidlefffr 
as wae hie deeire to* phkbotomiBe tbe jrich JEoaif s 
pletliory. Hie "well-^tinied largBseee aeeored him eei 
anny cf eeoute and epies in .eveiy 4ktciot ^ the 
eonntry* None wae eo well iiifermed ae ''Abd^al- 
JLniffr,^ either oi where priisee lay, or where tlie 
govammeixt foroee were ia qtuMt of him. To ^tujaaae 
him waa, therefore, aext to is^KmUe, and ihia smr 
pleaaant kiM.ck of eatehiog wealthy proprieton^ ja»d 
axactiiig ranaom, was indulged ad iiffinUum. 

Femot theae treqpe of robbers are withcHit thor 
atray priest or fciar, who imparts a apeciss of ^nper- 
atitioua conaecration to 'their proeeedij^gs. '' AIhU^I- 
Kader'^liae a diagowned jffiest nearly alv^ysaliiiis 
aide, and another diief robber of the Hcaula, beti«aeeii 
Seville and Granada, has for his adviser bath epicaiual 
aad tfimpoial — Mb brain*pieee in eoneeoiiag plaas for 

.atrippiQig ihe lif^gea .ef their ainful world^poasetaiiHia} 

. and the depodUoiy q£ sueh aecx^tte .as moleat the .&&- 
her^B oonaoieace— «:noted freebooter. Tray- Jea^ 

^Aaimilar aoit of unien was that between j&ohin 
Hood and Friaa* Tiic^ aad Joae, like the E^glicb 

. fiiar, ,Qan i^en Qseaaioais wield a bludgeon with .any 
jaan in ike Sibcxa. Whether Ihs aiMoIutions a«e as 
efficacious as his blows may, vpei^ajie, be prudeaB% 
.denbted ; but omqueetionably "these degraded dbrgjF* 

.an6n,.lLowe«Br iiar^gukr it ibes give .abaolulian^o iiuBor 

. woient eoniiades Mantkulo nmUk. 
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The same peculiarities may be seen in every part of 
the Peninsula, and in Oalicia a guerrilla band of sixty 
men held its ground till the end of 1840, the principal 
leader of which was the friar Satumino, alternating 
between warfare and fiommcm robbery^ at one time 
figuring as Garlist Facciosos, at another as pure 
Ladrones. Onthe Sierra de Bonda, towards Gninada, 
18 a small mount with three orosses on the top, vMdi 
in that robber^infested district is known as ^' El Cal- 
Tairio*" The resemblanee, though accidental, to the 
lull of Calvary is perfect, wheniie the popular name. 
It is in fact the memorial of three robbeisB diot there 
in A conflict with passengers. 
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CHAPTER XXXIV, 

H£NDICANCT.— 8TATB OF THB LOWEB CLASSED. 

LtT this astonish you, sagacious statesmen, — let 
this fact confound the more polished world'^s wisdom: 
*— there is no poor-law here, no compulsory relief; 
the rural society is very barbarous ; agriculture is no 
more advanced than it was a century after the flood ; 
industry there is little, occupation trifling, energy 
none ; the soil is but scratched, manures little used, 
irrigation, which is, in truth, indispensable, but 
slightly resorted to — and yet distress there is almost 
none. Throughout the length and breadth of the 
Peninsula, the beggars have as pleasant faces as the 
best-clad members of the community. I challenge 
contradiction as to the fact that there is no genuine 
distress. Twice within this century has foreign inva- 
sion violated the Spanish soil^ and cruelly of late years 
has it been torn by the burning ploughshare of civil 
war. Every road and pass is haunted by robbers, and 
society is little advanced from its elementary state* 
How comes it that there are not poor here rotting in 
the ditches, as there were in England, when it was 
thinly peopled, before the Elizabethan law, and as 
there are to-day in Ireland ? The duty of charity is 
deeply felt here, but is it not deeply felt in England ! 
Will the Spanish peasant divide his crust, and the 
English peasant refuse to share it I Surely this cannot 
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be. Or is the difference entirely owing to the thinness 
of the Spanish population ! Whatever the cause, it 
may make men sceptical as to the benefit of excess 
lively refined societies and complicated political 
systems. 

You may sojourn long enough in a Spanish town 
before you will meet any of those evidences of 
downright misery which so soon strike the eye at 
home, and which abound even in London^ in the vici<* 
nity of its most splendid squares. There may be raga 
and filth enough, but there is not the squalor of suf- 
fering or the gaunt aspect of famine. No one starves' 
in this country ; few are in positive distress. Those 
who seek alms are for the most part of the class oC 
jolly beggars, and how thriving is the trade may be. 
inferred from the independence of its practitioners, 
from the impudence of their unimploring demands^ 
and the obstinate sturdiness of their persistence* 
The beggar, having no property of his own, is king 
and lord of all the properties in the country. His 
rounds are as regular as those of the land-agent or 
tax-collector. In no part of the country have I 
seen tmcomfortable poverty, or heard of an individual 
going without a passable meal. The contrast betwieen 
this half-barbarous state, and that of refined societies 
is most striking. We are excessively advanced, but 
we are likewise excessively peopled. Hence^ in spite 
of all our exertions, and our unexampled energies, we 
have our thousands starving by the side of luxurious 
wealth, and glide from the prosperity of one year to 
the relapse and ruin of another. 

In Spain, on the other hand, the same lazy round 



Digitized by 



Google 



8S4 

gWB' oQ fbr oBntBffMMii tlnvi sre do ouuixMiiiiuB ov^ 
eapgwiem cf tii« msuHipriai^ of 0oemty». no itregiibr 
Meriesation of its wlMeisv no rapid xoxyfemmit and thrat. 
stoppage' of its wodm All is dogged witb dast aiMb 
encrusted with the rust of ages. Your lazy nid«r 
wHl not mend Ids' pace irith beatings isor wSl Spar 
ninrds ooasent to be objargstodinto abriskermotioBw 
With all his aptitude for love, he would seem to be 
slower ereii in pm^agation than his bretiuren in the- 
north of Europe. The bracing air of leas smny 
diomtes is more fkfoarabls to the fennatiosi and 
development of the haaan species, than the rda»nf 
heats and arid gusts of these trying sovthem sum* 
mena The exteniye system of conventual sedusiooi 
aad ceiiba<7, which oDstinned ia fidl ^gnr until 
resent years, has eoatribnted its full share in keepings 
down the populatioD ; and foreign invasions and dvil 
wars hare sucoenively mowed down no ineoosidMsable 
portion of the flower of yoothfid males. 

But all these oaosea oonduned, in^erfoetiy aecouBi 
fcnr mam dispeopled state of Spain ; and the prevalent 
lack of energy, the zelioctanoe to encounter the eB» 
gagements of a fom^ iir posK, the un en ierprisl ug 
spirit, which refhses to migrate or to cdonise, and 
leaves enormous tracts in an absolute state of nature, 
the lazy love of lurking in a comer of the paternal 
farm-house, and working in the season like one of the 
farm oxen, to more and lob alternately through all the 
rest of the year, and the scarcity of manriages whidk 
is the consequence of all these ccmsiderations com^- 
bined, keep nearly stationary the existing scantiness 
of population* Hence a general soffieienoy, and at 
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sffiMT periods' an exoefls df fii0^; and henooi* thcN 
boji^ar wko is not pwld m osene^r iff mq^ to be^pAid 
ill kind. Who* em s^mrve in a eeuvtry where esdb^ 
Bflares are dnos^ nnkoown^ "V^ero the vagrant^ hsr 
bitt to 8hakea'treeforasid)sisteffee, and the fitsti^Sew 
beggar may piek and choose tbrongheut a yAtokf^ 
ctniDtrjr-si<fe---nfSf carry off from a hundred hi»Btflw> 
miperceived^, altfl^stimblamed, sach » quantitj (^the 
finest oranges or the most luscious grapes as nsujr 
vrnM support him for the day ! Starvation here is 
neartjr impombie. A half)peimy calabash, boiled' aiid> 
made inta so^ and slices for the different meals, wiQ' 
support a femily for a day; flesh meat is little re^ 
q^red by the climate, a&<l the richest ef^sn bi^eak^ 
fast by preference on a bnneh of grapes and a erust ef 
bread. In the to whs there are diaritable iastitisrtiom^ 
where all tha^ are realty indigent are provided tott- 
Itf^l and conT€9itnal beneveleiice leave little to be 
desired in this respect ; and the Hoe^ieio at Csudks: 
aaid tile Caridad at SeviHe are perfect medefe of 
skmlar institutions. The mnall residue of di(Mares9^ 
ciHifitsts for the most part of ardent and active, of' 
x^stless and sometimes criminal spirits — such men aS' 
in the days of St. Ferdinand and the Great Gaptam 
expelled the Moors, of Cortes and his foQowenr' 
gathered the blood-stained laurels of the Conqnista-' 
dors, and of Don Juan of Austria wrestled with tho^ 
Turks. These bold and dashing adventurers novF-a- 
days take to the road, and rob and unhappily dioot, 
ttm^ upon occasion* There is no city or rural police 
here to make Hounslows and Bagshots impessib)^ 
The mendicant is not arrested as in London for tell- 
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ing hk tale of miserj, and when relief is afforded 
it is surrounded by no adventitiotts horrors, but ex^ 
tended with Christian kindness. Thus every beggar 
has a sufficient liyelihood, and the most active turn 
robbers and make one, I may add that there is 
no such thing as a pawnbroker's shop to be seen 
here, and that pledges are only taken by private 
usurers and (if they consist of plate or jewellery) by 
bankers. 

The Spanish beggar is more of a visitor and a 
familiar acquaintance than a suer for alms. Like tho 
chartists in England, he rejects the phrase '^ petition,^ 
as abject and unworthy, and boldly remonstrates with 
you, or memorialises you upon equal terms* He has 
his own set and circle, like those who move in the 
best society, and pays his regular round of visits 
upon fixed days. He does not sow cards to reap 
dinners, nor does he deal in drawing-room scandal^ 
ttnall-talk, or pointless tattle. No, he conjures you 
by the love of God and of the Virgin to give him 
a quarts and having kissed the same, and crossed 
and blest himself with it, he passes to your next** 
door neighbour* If you are deaf to this appeal he 
does ilot hesitate to tap at your windows and knock 
at your door with the authority of a postman ; if you 
conceal yourself in your inmost recess, his voice is 
sure to reach you with its impressive and imperious : 
** De dlguna cosapor el amor de Dios y de la Virgen /"* 
If you trust yourself but for a minute towards the 
front of your house, your eye is captivated by the 
«ight of those gorgeous rags, and by the irresistible 

* Give someihiDg for the love of Qod and of the Yii^giiu ; 
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impudence of their wearer : " How is Usted ? and 
how is all UstecTs family T—" Very well/'—** Very 
well. Gracias a Dios ; entonce$ de alguna cosa,'^* Or 
try the opposite answer, and the result will be pre- 
cisely the same : *' How is Usted to-day !" — '« Very 
ill."— *'I11! Diot te de saludlf And I, too— i 
have a dreadful cutting cough. De alguna cosa I*'* 
In short, he has you all ways, and you had best take 
the hook at once. If the day is cold, so is charity ; 
if hot, the flames of hell are hotter. If you are well, 
it is fit that you should pay him for praying that God 
may keep you so ; if ill, that Nuestra Senora te de 
salud!X 

Amongst the multitudinous tricks practised by 
street-beggars at Seville, one of the most successful 
I witnessed was that of a man in the prime of life 
(as I afterwards ascertained), and in excellent health, 
who contrived to personate a consumptive patient 
with his lungs " entirely gone"— the high and healthy 
colour which bespread his cheeks and swelled his 
ruddy lips, being naturally accounted for as a hectic 
glow. His voice was, happily for him, a perfect 
''piping treble," which admirably favoured the de- 
ception, and though he was only one of those rare 
instances of a man with sound and strong lungs cut 
out by nature for a counter-tenor singer, it was im- 
possible to doubt his veracity when, with back bent 
as if he had not lungs enough left to support his spine, 
and with hands half-piously intertwined across the 

• Thanks be to God ; give something, 
t God give you health. 
X Cor lady grant you health. 
VOL. I. Z 
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pit of his stomaoh, ^' the tear of agony taugbt to 
trioklfe decorously down hk brow,** and a coal-Uadc 
beard aproating in ragged patches over hia neglected 
chin, he sang out in whining rhyme. 

Miserable doliente, 
Del pecho padeciente I 

^ a raisen^le sick wretch, suffering in his chest ! " 
^^ My rich Senors J^ he added, '' mjrieh Senors, give 
nie some little thing for the love of God and of the 
Virgin. I can't work. I am oppressed can Umia 
enfirinidad. Oek ! Och I Och / " And he groaned as 
if he were about to faint. His speech was invariaUy 
the same, and it could not have been better for his 
purpose had he employed a Shakspeare to compose it. 
He was likewise a consummate actor. That beggar 
never failed I 

Another popular member of the mendicant frater- 
nity here, was a little spare, wiry man, with an 
intensely black head of hair and moustache, and a 
very snuffy upper lip. The embrowned appearance 
of the moustache under his nostrils, contrasting 
forcibly with the raven hues alongside, produced a 
singular effect ; and as he never wore a hat, his hair 
standing erect like whalebone bristles, surmounting 
his long and parchment face, produced a fardcal 
resemblance to the portraits of Charles V. The 
resemblance would be perfect if the putative Emperor 
would only keep his nose clean. He was a species of 
idiot, but endowed with a great deal of cunning and 
even peculiar talent. He affected a knowledge of all 
languages, and earned his bread. by singing snatches 
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.<tf half uAiDieltigiUe aongs. Ask him for a verse of 
J&iglish, aikI he would give you a siring of gibberish 
to a Gitaao ait, endii^ with '' G— d damn ! '' or " God 
iiavethe Ke^ !'^ the only words he had been able to 
pick ^.. Ask him for a v^ve in French, and he 
would give you preoieely the satoe gibberish, winding 
vjp with '' Vive le Raw ! " Call for a verse of Laiin, 
and he would repeat the dose, coneludis^ with 
*' Dominoes vobisooom ! '" 

AmoQgsrt the pobreteria^ or mendicant ckss of 
Spain, the sturdy beggar vastly preponderates, and 
the ^lei^tio petitioner in Gil Hkts^ who solicits alms 
behind the n^iouth of a blunderbuss, is scarcely in the 
least decree an exaggeration. The pobre vergonzmae^ 
<3fc modest beggar, is here unfit to live ; he is shuffled 
.4Uid elbowed aside by his bolder brethren ; the de- 
rision of the whole tattered cloth. The principle and 
the maxim of the begging community is o^ whix^ is 
<rf'ten adopted here by statesmen, as well as by thieves 
and swindlers in aU countries. Bga la wrguenzoy y 
todo el tnundo et myo, ^^ Take leave of shame, and the 
whole world is yours ! " Thus do ministers and finan- 
ciers thrive, and thus do beggars, too, collect their 
revenue. It is no uncommon tibing to noe the latter 
worthies accost an elderly, retiring man in the street, 
and if he does not at once fee them, ab^se him out- 
rageously until he yields, or stick to him like a leech 
and follow him home, aye, up three flights of stairs, 
into his very apartment, until he finds the money for 
the want of which he vainly endeavoured to excuse 
himself to his hermano and his pobrecillo^ his 
" brother'' and his " dear little beggar." The most 
z2 
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picturesque rags in the world are those of the SpanisK 
mendicants, more especially when they attend the 
vast cathedrals. You will see the Castilian cloak, 
the veritable capa, constructed of a thousand partK 
coloured rags, and shrouding a towering form, perhaps 
six feet high, with a beard of grizzled or snowy splen- 
dour, that would have provoked the envy of St, 
Dominic. Some bizarre figures I have met, and one 
especially at San Roque, arrayed in straw and skins, 
whom the officers of Gibraltar called ^' Robinson 
Crusoe/' 

The wonderful fertility of the Spanish language is 
not without its appropriate mocking epithets for 
mendicancy. When the beggar goes forth to make 
his rounds, they say : Vase pardioseaVy ^* He goes to 
Qod's-sake-ify," or to beg alms for the sake of Go4» 
No other language has any equivalent for this forcible 
phrase, which might be paralleled in a multitude of 
instances. When the beggar proceeds from door t<^ 
door, he is menudeando^ '' little-and-Iittle-afying,^ or 
collecting his fragments and coppers in a bag ; and 
when he comes home, the neighbours say to each 
other (for Spanish women seem to have nothing to 
do but to gaze out of the window) : Ahora vase cucha- 
retear. ^' There he goes to spoonify,'' meaning 
that he is about to convert his scraps into an oUa 
podrida. 
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CHAPTER XXXV. 

THE WOMEN OF SPAIN. 

The dark-eyed daughters of Spain make no bad 
wives and mothers, and upon ordinary occasions .they 
prefer the unobtrusive position which is best adapted 
to their sex, not courting the perils and fatigues of 
public life, but limiting their duties to the rearing 
of good citizens, in accordance with the sentiment of 
Madame de Genlis: ^' Let men command, and manage 
the public aifairs, since they are our defenders." But 
when great occasions arise, or occasions esteemed 
great, no women in Europe so soon throw off their 
weakness, or are so willing to sacrifice themselves on 
the altar of their country. 

There was more than one instance the year before 
l^t of their attending on husbands and brothers at the 
walls of Seville and Barcelona, exposing their lives to 
all the perils of a bombardment. This soil is rich in 
women : in ancient times it produced the daughters of 
Numantia and Saguntum, and from it sprang, in 
modern days, to the scarp of unconquered Zaragoza, 
the renowned Manuela Sancho, the terror of the hosts 
of Napoleon. If women in the courts of Spain have 
£lled ignoble parts, and formed intriguing Camarillas, 
there were some even there to make themselv^ illus- 
trious. And the great Isabel of Castile was indebted 
i^r the preservation of her existence to the Marquesa 
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de Moya, who acted as the faithful guardian of her 
person, and repeatedly exposed her life in its defence. 

When the Spaniard is in love, she is terribly sin- 
cere. She is no dealer in ambiguities ; no nibbler at 
petty improprieties ; no empty and despicable flirt. 
She is in earnest, and expects you to be the same. 
The fires are lit in a volcanic bosom ; they flash from 
eyes of electric glances ; they rush from tfaeni in lava 
tears. At one moment yon are awed by an impas- 
sioned tigress ; at the next lured by gentlest lamb* 
But the tiger for the most part predominates. ^' I 
am no Gazmona," said a Spankh lady to me once* 
^^Gazmona" is their most intensdy contemptuous 
expression for hypocrite. ^^ I am no coquette, trust 
me; no vain and heartless impostor. Viva Diosf 
When love bites me, the Gitanas are saints by my 
side !" No^ indeed, Leonor was no Gazmona. The 
dariog frankness of her language, the rapid, freedomt 
of her glances, the open simplicity of her manners, all 
proclaimed that she was no Gazmofia. Yet the 
breath of scandal had never sullied her name; though 
for this, I believe, she little cared. 

Yon mistake if you conceive that the Spankh lady 
Offers much in exterior manner from other ladies m 
the more highly civilised parts of Europe. No such 
thing. The influeace of fashion, and the. spread of 
saperfioial accomplishments, assimilate and eomrem^ 
tioBalise the general aspect of intercourse and man-- 
ners more and more daily, in aU European oovntrieiik 
But there is ui int^imty, a mocerity, aad am artlefl»^ 
ness of character here that ymi do not neet ebewiiere. 
t mast add my beMef, teo^ wkhoiit being t%I^Iaeed^ 
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that there is somewhat too mnch fsoiHty ud o&aiu&k 
The children of the South are the children of pasnon, 
and of no part of the Sooth of Europe is this more 
especially true than of the delicious skies and odori- 
ferous bowers of the Andalucian paradise. The eyes 
of the daughters of Southern Spain are at once deeply 
tender and magntfioently lustrous, and their hearts 
are as tender as their eyes, their souls as passionate. 

Where the restraints of refined society are removed, 
and there is no pretension to the rank of lady, all these 
characteristics are seen in their natural play and full 
development. Loves and jealousies spring out here 
in the open air, in luxurious exuberance of branch and 
foliage, drinking the radiance of the diamond-rayed 
sun that bathes them in a sea of light — loves and jea* 
lousies which, in the North, in their fullest manifes- 
tations, are but slight and sickly plants. The blood 
courses fuller and freer here through^the veins ; no- 
pallid complexions; no feeble, colourless eyes; no> 
light, thin hair i^ seen. The organs are all matured 
and powerful; the eyes dark, large, and lustrous; 
the hair black, profuse, and strong ; the cheek brown 
and richly tinted. I speak of the young, and of the- 
generality, or of those who are tolerably good-looking. 
Beauty is rare ; but an aptitude for love is impressed 
on all their features, difiused over their forms, im- 
parted by the air they breathe, and by the sunshine- 
with which it is impregnated. 

Love forms a large part of the Andahioian woman's 
exist^ice ; it is mixed up with her daHy avoeationff; 
it forms the essence of her amusements ; it goes wi A 
her to dniroh I But it would be a orael and bmtalL 



Digitized by 



Google 



S44 THB WOMBN OV SPAIN. 

thing to infer that it is an impure love<— a love whieh 
leads to criminal excesses. There are probably some- 
what more frequent lapses — ^very few more — thaa. 
occur in Northern Europe. But these lapses mm» 
readily accounted for by a variety of causes. He is 
an ignorant coxcomb who asserts that they are much 
more frequent: and these love passages, however 
ardent, have for the most part their legitimate con- 
clusion in marriage. 

But talk to me of an Andalucian fair, possessed by 
the demon jealousy ! I have seen, I have known, I 
have felt, the edge of the retributive knife. Fortu- 
nately it did not penetrate in a perilous direction, or 
these pages would never have seen the light. It was 
a perfect model, that, of a dangerous cuchillo^ a blade 
six inches long, worn in the bosom of a high dress, 
standing longitudinally like a whalebone, or its steel 
substitute. In this sultry climate stays are very little 
worn, and not at all by the common people. Jacinta 
never wore such a thing, and would have despised the 
incumbrance. 

It was for no coquettish purpose that she wore this 
steel support, but for needful protection; and, if 
required, to strike in revenge. A strong shagreen 
case was sewn into the bosom of her dress, where the 
poniard rested as in a sheath ; and at the point, to 
prevent any accidental puncturing of the skin, was 
strongly stitched a small plate, likewise of steel. The 
handle was of ebony, bound round with brass wire to 
impart firmness to the grasp ; and on the end was a 
plate of hollowed brass, to give purchase to the ball 
of the thumb, and assist its muscular energy, in the 
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act familiar to all Spaniards of strikiDg with the little 
finger towards the antagonist, and striking upwards. 
The blade was from Toledo, which still retains its 
^Hmsty^^ reputation, neither inlaid nor damasked, 
but of the purest steel and finest temper; it was as 
sharp at both edges as at the point, and transpierced 
a dollar without bending. 

Such was the familiar plaything of Jacinta of San 
Salvador's — the dangerous toy which dwelt habitually 
la her bosom, and whose presence there no one would 
have ever suspected — so uniformly erect was her 
figure, so firm her a plomb^ so shapely her contour, and 
so sustained her movements. The perfect elasticity 
of the steel which composed the blade made it bend 
to the slightest pressure when she stooped; and thus, 
while it would protect her in case of need, it served 
the graceful uses of a corset. To think that death 
should repose so near the source of life ! That so 
rigid and terrible a weapon should be enshrined 
on that chsirming wave— those throbbing pulses of 
delight ! 

Jacinta was, to my mind, the best dancer in Seville. 
Her segttidilla was enchanting; her fandapgo glorious; 
her ole had destroyed more sombreros than any foot in 
Andalucia — ^for none was so arched and bending as 
hers, or swelled upwards beneath the zagalejo* so 
gracefully. The very musician used to fling his hat 
to be trod on at her triumphant conclusion of the 
dance, his enthusiasm involuntarily excited in the 
midst of cold routine. But while Jacinta was a very 
lovely dancer, she was also a very jealous woman ; and 
• Short pettioottt 
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where lier pride stooped to repose ber affeetkNis^ ito 
empress could be more exfteting. The whole heart 
Isid at her feet in homage must be hers ; she would 
not brook the faintest semblance of infidelity. How 
I stirred her jealousy need not bo told, or how quick 
her poniard was unsheathed. But to the curious in 
such matters, I could show the trace it has left. 

The qres of this Andaludan beauty were like 
burning glasses — black, lustrous, and terrible m 
wrath ; aknond-cnt, and in repose hiding liquid fires. 
When the lids were raised, when the soul spoke in 
your faTour> when ihe electric circle was complete^ 
and the full glance directed towards you, that rapid 
glance was irresistible. There was no knowing whither 
those comet-fires might whisk yon. It were well^ 
beneath thia sun, for the bosom's peace, to be blind ! 
If glances here have the quick flash of lightning, they 
can likewise scathe like lightning. The Andaluza is 
absorbing, mereiless. Except amongst the higher 
classes, many women are as regularly provided wit^ 
a knife as a rosario^ and prepared to stab (if need- 
ful) as well as pray. The knives of the men here are 
of a peculiar make. When shut they are of great 
length, and open they are like a sabre. The name 
this weapon is navcffa ; and the aim^ when used, i» 
invariably to rip up the entrails. I have already 
described Jacinta^s eudiiBo^ which was worn in a 
peculiar manner. The Triana women and lower 
dasses of Sevillians carry their knives, for the most 
part, like the Manolas of Madrkl, in their garter. 
So attached do they become to this mode, that evett 
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Ifola Mont^, the dancer, wa» found to cany a knife 
thus the otber day at Warsaw. 
- But some women faint at the sight of blood, and 
sicken at the thought of shedding it. Spanish women 
are not tigresses, any more than women elsewhere; 
Iszt when their jealousy is roused, they will have their 
nerenge, and perliaps resort to poison. A C6rdovaii 
had stimulated to implacable rage the jealousy of hiB 
wife. She swore to take him off by poison, and of 
tiiis he was made aware. For ten years he nevar ate 
anything but the simplest food, nor drank any bere- 
rage but the eleapest water, with which it was impos- 
sible that poison could be mixed without detection ; 
and was thus a constrained fdlower of the TemperaB«» 
principle, to the great benefit of his health. He sur- 
vived his wife, who took the poison herself, and died 
oBt c^ pure spite. 

The ideas of national manners, which are picked np^ 
from a few plays and noveki, are in the highest degree 
delusive. Not kss. so are those derived from a brief 
aad casual residence, or from desultory and imperfect. 
ccAversation with the natives settled in foreign eona- 
tries. But the most ridiculous of all pretensions, was 
that of a temporary denizen of Gibraltar, who in m 
company where I was present, professed his perfect 
competence to pronounce upon the most recondiio 
mysteries of Spanish life, from having cantered once 
or twice into Spain 1 A Spaniar.d, who wa& preseiit, 
replied with the cutting proverb : Mas sc^e d bobo del 
suyo que el cuerdo del ageno, " The fool knows more 
of his own affairs than the wise man does of \m neigh- 
hourV" 
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In England, people suppose that no young Spanish 
woman is ever without her duena. The fact is^ that 
the guardian companionship of an elderly female rela- 
tion, or servant, is scarcely more general here than in 
England under similar circumstances. The ardour of 
Southern natures makes it a little more desirable and 
more frequent ; but the habitual corruption of duefias 
exists only in the imagination of playwrights. The 
animal called a Chichisveo is not so frequent as the 
British fop, and danglers upon married ladies are as 
rife in London as at Madrid. The term is purely 
Spanish, being derived sarcastically from chicha or 
infant's food, and was exported during the domina- 
tion of the Philips, from the Spanish to the Italian 
Peninsula, where it figures as cicitbeo. The amatory 
balcony life of Spain is not so common as it used to be, 
ladies now sallying forth into the streets as freely as 
in the North of Europe. There is, therefore, no need 
for the despairing devotion which never extended 
beyond a neighbouring balcony, though the tinkle of & 
guitar may still be often heard in the southern cities, 
accompanying, from a bakoncillo, such strains as 



Coyundas tiene la Iglesia In the Church for tender folk, 

Que son lazadas de sirgo ; There are ties of ralk so fine ; 

Fon tu cuella en la gamella Put thy neck, lore, 'neath the yoke, 

Ver^s como pongo el mio 1 See how soon I'll then put mine I 

. JDonde no, desde aqui jure If thou spumest all my Ioto, 

. For el santo mas bendito, Ne'er from this shall I retire, 

De no salir deste balcon By the blessed saints aboTe, 

Sino para capuchino I Sare to be a shayen friar ! 

- " Snow ! Snow ! What is snow like? " I once 
was asked, by a beautiful girl, in Seville. ^^ Is it 
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like sal^^ is it like manteca ? f*^ " Like neither,^* I 
replied. *^ Is it like my handkerchief T she proceeded, 
doubling up one of cambric. I shook my head. '^ If 
it like fine white paper ! Like the downy feathers of 
an ocafX" I smiled. Her southern ardour burst 
into inexpressible impatience, and ^'por el amor de la 
Virgen^* she exclaimed, ^' tell me^ show me what it is 
like !'' " Bring me some hot water," I said. " Ay 
Dios mio I Hot water for cold snow." *' Pray, bring 
the water." Away she went upon her errand, and I 
for my shaving-box and a good-sized basin. She 
returned in almost breathless haste, and reached 
down a large tin vessel, (jugs are scarcely known 
here) exclaiming ^^ Pues cthora!^"^ I proceeded to 
make a lather with the shaving-brush. ^^ What ! are 
you going to shave f she asked. Again I smiled, 
made prodigious lots of lather, and at last nearly 
filled the basin, the water in which diluted the lather, 
and gave it a bubbled and frothy appearance* *' There's 
snow^ 1 said ; and away she ran, delighted with her 
new-found treasure, to showitto all thefamily. During 
the preceding quarter of a century, snow had fallen 
but once at Seville, and that so late at night, that 
none but a lucky few saw it, so speedily was it melted 
in the morning sun. I acted merely the part of a 
Doctor de Nieve or mountebank, who sells fictitious 
snow at the Spanish fairs, and swears that it possesses 
extraordinary virtues. 

^' It is their sky and not their minds they change, 
who run across the sea :" so sings the Latin bard. I 

* Salt. t Butter 

X Goose. § Now, then. 
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know not m to ydur miad, fair reader, (for this <psM- 
tm peooliariy a&ots you,) but of one thing I sm 
iMrtauh that yon mast change your petticoat. A 
flannel pettieeat ia a tiling unheard of in this elhnate; 
mad therefore the a&oting scene, m which Uouaaeaifs 
femate fmod atript hersetf <^ that garment to warm 
Ilia body, would be here impossible. In summer, 
eren a calico vertupadin m nearly out of the qtiei»- 
taon; and in the ccddest winter, ladies in the cot of 
this garment do not go beyond the conristency of 
baize, rateen, or Espagnolette. 

The Andalucian Dama, or fine lady, is rery fond 
of the eompaiHonehip of her perrita — small dog — of 
gentle blood. The Italian greyhound, and the En- 
gKdi spaniel of King Gharies's breed, are very highly 
prised. There are also still prettier spaniels of a 
genuine Spanish stock, very email, silhen-eared, play- 
ful and m<Hikeyish in their ways, and likewise dimi- 
nntiire hounds. The necks of these domestic favourites 
— ^the tricksy little spaniel being always to be pre- 
teirred — are usually girt with collars supplied with 
tinkling little bells of brass or silver— round and 
ornamented, as well as musical. These cagceAek^^- 
so they are called — make pleasant music in the patio 
and the street, and are often heard to tinkle on the 
dmrch fbor, whither the faithful little animal fdlows 
its mistress, and reposes, just behind her, at her feet, 
whilst she is praying. White, with cinnamon spots, 
is the colour most preferred, or entirely white, or en- 
tirely Uack, or bhck with long brown ears^ 

In the midst of the high-sounding titles,. ^' la Senora 
Dona this," and ''La Senora Dona That," to which 



Digitized by 



Google 



VHB WOMEN or STAIV. 8&1 

eveay lady is by aourteey entiiled in Spain, and many 
whom we should not oonsider ladies, in£arior actresaM, 
miUiners, and tlie like, it is refreshing to meet an occa- 
sional sim{^ity of style, an (ddrfaahioned, patriardud 
dignity, which cares not to Btmt about with fine, but 
imauthoriaed titles. Those wom^i who have lost their 
husbands go by the plam name of ^^ Widow Suoh-a- 
one,'^ a dowdy appellation, which, in our own refined 
society, would not be tolerated for an instant — indeed, 
would be interpreted into a deliberate insult — ^but 
which is here the chosen designaticm of all ladies 
who have lost their lords, unless they have lustual 
rank in the peerage. I was struck by this circum- 
stance on perusing the signature to a letter of the 
widow. of the heroic but unfortunate General Biego, 
one of whose aides-de-camp in that last unhappy 
Andalueian expedition, is my bosom-friend. The 
letter was signed thus plainly, yet touchingly; 
^' Fiuda del Rieffor 

The Spanidi lady does not, like ike English, merge 
her family-name in the name of her husband. Mar- 
riage does not, as it w^e, rebaptise her. She is still 
the same Dona Isabel de Yillanueva, or Dona Eugenia 
de la Torre, that she was before she went to the altar. 
She is doubtless sometimes described as la Se&ora 
So-and-so, the family name of her husband, but rarely. 
So detested in Spain is the inelegant, and almost 
ridiculous " Missis," that English ladies who have 
been some years resident, almost invariably reject it, 
and make their friends call them ^< Dona Maria/' or 
*^ Julia,^' or whatever their names may be. 

I cannot impress upon my readers too strongly, how 
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judieioiii and elegant « reform it would be to isuftiti* 
,tute '' Madame '' invariably for '' Missis.'' Try the 
effect with the most aristooratic, as wdl as the mdst 
Tulgar name. How much better does ^^ Madame Plan- 
tagenet " sound than ^^ Missis Plantagenet," " Madame 
Wiggins," than '< Missis Wiggins !" The Spaniards 
use the word mizi nuz / to call a cat. 

I must warn all Englishmen breaking the ice in 
Spanish — and the Andalucian ladies are extremely 
fond of forcing strangers to speak Gastilian, even 
though speaking French or English themselves — ^to 
beware of one particular blunder, into which an Eng- 
lishman at first is sure to fail. Every second sentence 
in conversational language begins with ^^ but,'' or 
*'yet" or ** still," of which "/w?ro''is the Spanish 
equivalent. Take care you pronounce this pair^o ; for 
it is a thousand to one that, but for this warning, your 
invincible English habits of speaking will place you at 
every third word in a ludicrous light towards the 
lady you are addressing, and make you blurt it forth, 
as if it were " perro " — dog I 

Though we pronounce ourselves far in advance of 
Spain, there are points in which we might, with ad- 
vantage, take a hint from Spanish customs. Spain 
has an illustrious order for distinguished female merit, 
and England has none. 

This order was established by a Queen of Spain, 
and it is called *' the Order of noble Dames of Maria 
Louisa."' One of the first acts of the young Queen 
Isabel, after attaining to the plenitude of royal power, 
was to elevate to this dignity, her namesake. Dona 
Isabel Dominguez de Guevara, mother to the Minister 
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of War, Serrano, from whom the new order of events 
may be said to have sprung at Barcelona ; and likewise 
to confer its cordon upon the Countess de Campo- 
Alange, relict of one of the bravest officers in 
modem Spain, distinguished alike in the Wars of 
Independence and Succession, whe fell, while charg- 
ing with characteristic ardour the Carlists before 
the walls of Bilbao. The same honour was after- 
wards conferred on the mother of the celebrated 
General Cordova. 

What rank in England has the relict of statesman^ 
judge, or general ! What badge to denote that she 
was his ? Four years since, a new Order of female 
Merit was much spoken of at home, and the crowd of 
brilliant female writers has increased since that period. 
Fair artists, too, have sprung up in considerable num- 
ber. Are we to be outstripped by Spain in the 
recognition of eminent services rendered to our 
country by genius, valour, and wisdom i 
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CHAPTER XXXVL 

HiUriVl.iIIAKGBB— ^TBB «EJLN. 



LovB 18 tile tme atmosphere of a Sfianiftrd, It 
^pervades tiis balmy clhnate/ h radiates Irom his^ma^ 
nificent sky. It warms with the same irresistible glow 
4fae peasant's 'besom, the liidalgp^s, and the tkiiig'*s. 
Alfonso VIII. was from -his boyhood a "vmrlik^ 
monarch. Before a beard was seen to blossom cm his 
vhin, 'he had begun to display his military talents, to 
«wage and to win battles. Yet he was well nigh eKeon^ 
municated by that church which he so well defended 
'{and the terrors of eKcommunication restrained .Um 
not), 'because of the idolatrous We which tUs tender- 
hearted king retained up to bisdeatinfor the beautiful 
Jewess of Toledo. Think of a Catholic king having 
a Jewess for his mistress, in the age and country of 
intolerance, in the twelfth century, in Spain ! 

The orphan son of Don Sancho the Desired, and 
the grandson of Alonzo the Emperor, deprived of bis 
mother Blanca at four years old, tossed like a shuttle- 
eock amidst the feuds of Castros and Laras, the 
Ouelphs and Ohibellines of Spain^ his dominions 
invaded by his uncle Ferdinand of I^eon, forced to 
become a reigning king and warrior in his eleventh 
year, might well have some irregularities excused for 
such rough training. If he loved not wisely, he fought 
full well, winning deathless fame in the memorable 
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%ftiiia0 otlm NAimide TdlMa. AbaI if Jie wcob bas^ 
mis like da ku\^j vinarrbr» be icouM ako loot it f eatlj 
in jMikce ball, aad kdy's bo«fir«-rJiift zmbaxdas mkh 
4he T^dedan boauty, iLa Jwiaycsk the grafleSol, bj 
whiwn ehtafdhmeii wk« «e floa&d24i8(»d, )sia^i^ besBA 
tiriefacfttMi «ad iodubated 4ill <Nirer Sjkaisi; forAlfaM»> 
i¥as beloved from rhiMhood, . ; 

Ym^ bve is iJie atmoif^k^re of a Bpamard, :ftnd 
dimQi«^ is loire's esppeaedon. He. wifl go wiibottl 
braad, bat will hmelmlk&iZmBaj and oueyaryi2ifl( 
sanio ui ibe yeajr (is not tbe nmiiber pretty wdl ^09 S) 
be ^viU tread his jsiQguidilla to the tinkle of tbe gmt^ 
imd the.dai^ of tbe eastanet. Tbe rage for tbe^BatiT# 
dances, ia AndaJAcia espeeially, is inextinguishable, i 

Not emitesit with the opportunities afforded fo^ 
enjoying this amusement in the little balls and danciiig 
t6nmimk8 held eveary week^ and a^t tbe B^emerias, lairs, 
and riiral festivities, amateurs present tbemsdves o^ 
tbe «ta^ at Seville, Cadis;, and Granada, And perform 
tkair farvouritedanees fair tbe hei|e£t of popular actQi»« 
^be'SeguidiUa, tbe Bolesa, l^be Pandango, the 014 the 
MaiK)la, tbe Sevillaiui, jo^early ;all are varied by bubo^ 
rousmadifications; but the oharacterof eaebis essen^ 
tially national. Tbe Bolera has maintained its .ascend-: 
ancy upon the Spanish sta^e biey-ond all oom|>etitors ;- 
aad tbe tiftost fiksdbatiiDg of this class is tbe Bolera 
Bobada, at the dose ^f whieb \h^ awain imceremor 
oiously ra^visbes a kiss. 

A oarious variety of the Bolera not yet known id 
Ei^and, is tlie Bolera Jaleada, in wbicb the by* 
standers animate tbe dancers with their voices, as 
Spanish sportsmen cheer on their dogs byshauts. Tb^ 
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time 18 nuffked and the steps acoompaiiied by a load 
and strongly aspirated ^' Hal^M-larhd T as if the 
design were to eneoarage the figwranif to greater 
exertions, and the effect where a numerous audiencti 
joins in the cry is most remarkabk. Of all theM 
dances the Fandango is perhaps the most character*^ 
istio. It has often been described. 

There is of hte a great rage throughout Andaluci* 
for the dancing of young girls ; and in the smallei^ 
pueblos some juvenile dancers from Seville, called 
^' Las Mollares SeviUanas,'' or '' The tend^ little 
Sevillian Danseuses,** have won such torrents of ap* 
plause, as only burst from southern bosoms. Thb 
troop is to be seen at nearly evezy considerable festi- 
val, and the rigid sobriety of the people makes thia 
pleasing art more passionately enjoyed. 

The black-eyed sylphs (wlumi in England you would 
call children, but who here, at the age of their sove* 
xeign, are almost women), nearly always wear Gitana 
costume, though but few are real Gitanas* The true 
Gitana, however active and graceful^ is rather despised, 
and, to win unbounded admiration, the artist mimt 
have neither Jewish, gipsy, nor known Moorish blood, 
but be a true-born Spaniard* Then may the national 
pride stoop to universal applause. 

The first Bolera (premiire danseute) in oUe of these 
troops, is Manuela Perez, known as ^^ La Nenita," or 
the little child — the smallest yet most accomplished 
dancer amongst them. This charming creature — ^a 
perfect divinity on the most reduced scale — accom- 
panies and regulates every dance with guitar or caa- 
tanets, and ends with the enchanting 016. 
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/ A &voiirite cbmce all through Spain is La Jota 
Aragonesa, a peculiar movement of the mai40 oC 
Zaragoza. The air by which it is accompanied is 
very spirited, and produces as great an effect upon tho 
patriotic Aragonese as the Banz des Yaches on the 
Swiss* The sounds are jumping^ brisk, and electric, 
and even the adored Boleras of Andalueia are some- 
times intermixed with this gay and animated dance# 
Next to Riego^s Hymn the Jota Aragonesa is the most 
popular and stirring political tune in Spain, and has 
frequently produced effects little short of those to 
which the MarteiUaise has given birth in France. The 
regular Jota is composed of eight dancers, four male 
and four female — ^the same number as in a full 
quadrille — ^but the contrast of style is most remark* 
iable. The quadrille, as danced by us, is moping and 
gingerly, as if we were treading amongst eggs ; while 
the Jota is, in the highest degree, lively, animatedy 
and bounding. 

Follow me over the bridge of boats at Seville^ 
glancing as you pass at that heap of four thousand 
melons, — ^the finest in the world, — ^till we reach the 
suburb Triana. We enter that mean-looking house, 
which is crowded and lit up for festivity. What a 
scene! yet how truly national. Some three hundred of 
the mechanical classes are assembled in a rugged patio 
open to the air, the men and youths all dressed in the 
Majo jacket and sombrero; the girls, for the. most 
part, in gipsy or half-fancy costume. There is a 
maestro de eeremonias who will make room for you as 
a stranger ; and the music consists of one fiddle, two 
guitars, and castanets on the fingers of some twenty 
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cftok dmicers. In tke oentreof 1ik« floor nenr &e 
^fdeserv stands a batd-heaAsd, tail, sad lanky bii« oi 
itek, noted at Seville* for being fsojUm&mpar&tdama^' 
jftat he is a constant attendant at alt these gathmrings* 
The Dyelj and sntmstio wit of the Andaincians nn^eo. 
itself heard from all partr of Hke room in perp«ti»l* 
Sldiies, the principal interlocntors being a youthfiil aii& 
pi^ecocions Majo and a Titirit^ro or monntebanfe- 
showman. The 016;, the most charming of (fameeB^ 
it annonncedi and bj a genuine Gitana« All isk 
hushed. 

' When Rubi glided to t6e middle of the floor, i^eM 
y^nm a buzz of approbation, a murarar of delight, that:* 
plainly spoke her admitted superiority — that she indeed 
was the baUadora of the night. ^ IneedU regina ;'^ iw 
that assembly she was acknowledged mistress. RubL 
Was in the very flower and bloom of youth — a» yet 
mther opemog th»i expanded. Of stature tall^ bnt^ 
full and rounded to the limit consistent with grace^ 
she was distinguished by remarkable sms^ness of the 
lieiareating parts of the figure, neck, waist, a«d ankles^ 
The beautiftil wave of her bust and shooldeis wasi& 
auitched and balanced by the fulness beneath, wherei 
tke development of her form was aided by theperfeetr 
freedom of her movements^ as well as by habits o§ 
dmMtluit. eitttseise.. Rubi waa^ the type o£ yoni^fiilr 
Woftiimhood. 

• Her ^Hxffe^ was quaint and bizarre enougltto^airesti 
tko most careless* passer's glance, ye^ gfafeful, iirsBk 
^gaat, and pn^ on* wt^h' eangular taste. It was wobib 
iloo with ease, awlf with aconisRuousneBs^ tbat it beoama 
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Iter— ^xoeUoit qualities berths Rubf %m bt. perftct 
ikttistj for she knewtfae value of efi^t^. Btervobe wiMi 
a Oitana dress of yellow^.bluev aad'^mhite^.iwitb a zify 
zag scroll-work inblaok running' aei^s^thetbosonobaiMl 
along the bottom of tiieakirii in munevmn tnekn. 

This singular' adomnront was evideniljr a^ ^emxllisl^ 
cence of the arabesque scnsrll-MPoyk in the neijf^bouriiig 
Alcazar ; and as her skirt waved and bounded^ the 
figures looked like AraJbic characters, making* hen 
movements cabalistic and mysterious^ From the. apex 
of each lower angle of the scroll hung a small ballf 
likewise blacky which whirled fantastically with, thsi 
motions of its mistress ; and every portion of her dreasi 
as well as figure, seemed endued, with a strange and 
mystic life. ; 

' It needed no warmth of imagination or fancy to 
rivet the eye upon Rubi. A coronet of fiowersand ribr 
bons, intertwined with a wild negligence, caught up 
and confined the masses of her profuse black, hair, 
two bracelets sparkled upon each arm, two necklaoea 
upon her throat and bosom, large crescents of gold 
Were tremulously pendent from each ear, and a locket^ 
likewise of gold, rested coquettidily over the left 
breast* As she reached the centre of the floor, she 
'gave a slight tuni,. and turned agun in die eonivwf 
direction — ^heracms gracefully rcnmded, and hois' fi»> 
gers playing the- enticing csstanetsi TFhefonMH^twiafc 
caiught: up her short,; full- skirt^ and expcied' tdie^joailr 
torrilla^ to the top^ of the gold»wrougfat/ciodc: <£ ber 
lilac silk: stocking; 
. ^ O Ur exodaiined the quick Andaluefan eDowA^; : 
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A purer oUlline than KiibPs limbs, wmlptor hw 
•eldom modelled. Sinewy and musoular, yet delicately 
fine, round, and tapering to small extremities, the 
gargaiKta^ or bosom of her foot (for by this el^ganit 
metaphorio language is the instep of beauty described 
in Spain), was a jewel to the eye» so exquisitely was it 
arched; and the foot itself was pressed, without being 
tortured, into a shoe of singular smallness. The sleeve 
of the parti-coloured robe descended only a few 
inches down the arm, unfolding to view the rosy elbow 
and the dazzling shapeliness of limb. All was firm, if 
not so white, as alabaster. Her dress, without being 
indelicately low, displayed her magnificent shouldersy 
kissed by her soft and Boating tresses, of the glossiest 
black and thickest exuberance. 

Rubf s features were worthy of such a form. Her 
aspect was decidedly oriental; her air of singular com- 
mand was due in part to a lofty and expansive fore* 
head, completing the perfect oval of her face. Her 
colour was a rich and sunny brown, and the warm 
blood coursed almost visibly beneath the transparent 
skin, tinging her cheek with the glow of health and 
joyousness, and reddening her ripe and humid lips, 
which looked like coral lifted from the sea. Her chin 
was somewhat prominent and exquisitely rounded, her 
nose slightly aquiline and modelled with the utmost 
delicaoy, the fine nostril and the short upper lip in con- 
stant play and motion (true index of acute feeling), and 
a small and rosy mouth enshrining a row of pearls. 

But what gave to her face its indelible charaotert 
und made it such a face as once seen is never forgotten, 
was the large, lustrous, and magnificent eyes— blacky 
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not hi the conventional sense of our northern beautiep, 
but blacker than night, or jet, or coal. An int^nse^ 
dejpth of dazzling, soul-piercing blackness — eyeS of 
knmense volume and roll, now soft as dews, now keen 
aa lightning, fringed with long silken lashes of raven 
hue. What human power is comparable to the infli|- 
once of such eyes ! Ojos bellidos, ojos de hiey I * Homer 
understood their effect when he made heaven aad 
earth bow to ox-eyed Juno. To add to the singular 
expression of this feature in Rubi, besides being itself 
of an almost inordinate size, the pupil occupied so 
large a space with its black brilliance in the midst, 
that the bluish-tinged white of the eyeballs was 
scarcely seen except when in the frequent play of the 
feature the iris was turned aside. Bubi was the 
true-bom child of a southern clime, and her glance 
had a magnetos power. 

*^ Buena va la danza ! Buena va la danza ! ^^f ex- 
claimed the precocious Majo, clapping his hands, with 
sparkling eyes and nostrils dilated with delight. ^\ The 
Gitanilla opens it i las mil maravillas"X 

*< She has a trick of the heel," said the Titirit^ro»^ 
^ worth my sombrero full of dollars. The rest are 
but wooden pegs to her, for I love to clear my throat» 
and to crow my mind aloud. Caramba, I never would 
bite my tongue. 

** You had better hold it.'' 

*^ At this blessed hour of God, she 's one of the best 
dancers in Andalucia.'' This utterance of the sacred 
oaniie was meant in no irreverence, but is here 
habitual. 

* BeMtiibl eyesy eyes like the oi*b I 
*!;; WcU goes OQ tlw dsaoe. % To theihoaund woad^w. 
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' ** An- ofif one slbkin^ iSs bones^*^ pioeeedie«l Si^ 
ntirit^r^, amidst room, of livogbter, ^* » maret 
pieaBsnt Htum propor*; but iresb (as we Andalii3ie»^ 
saj) neither smeib nor stinka. PaJaffox wonldmaaf 
s fandango now, thongh he got np a stirring danoo' i^ 
Zaragoza.*^ 

The last hit toTd singnlariy well, the old Vestris- on 
Ae floor having leen ar captain under Palafox, now^ 
Duke of Saragoflsa, at the famous siege. 

But admiration of Rubins movements soon ab-^ 
Sorbed all other feelings ; and as she wanned in her 
joyous and flinging evolutions, the O li^ an ejaeus" 
lation of delight, from which the dance derives its 
itame, bunt rapidly from every Up. Round aaid rounds 
she bounded, her amm elegantly arohed, her fignrer 
£Dagnfficently sustained, the <]^irpanfecastanet answei^ 
ing sharply to every movement of her twinkling feet.1 
Now she proudly bore herself back, now b^it ea^rly 
forward, now turned within narrow compass on: th» 
floor, waving her* haunches 'like a true gitana^ and 
flinging out her feet alternately to a: stupendous he%h0 
•*^for the dance, a compound of the fandango and 
eaehucha, is more absorbing than either: At iter 
dharacteristic dose seme twenty sombreros fi!om' the 
Ikeads of adfniring* Majes .flew? round; b^on tiie flooE^ 
and were bent and trodden by her triumphaatifeeir"- 
this part is indispensable-^-wfailep^^'O 2^./^ was shouted 
Bjr a hundred voibesi and afl wenp in a whid. aend 
Jhfor of delight; 

6ld Pakibxt seemed iDoro^ enohantod tkanr acEf in 
the assembly, though he was obliged to prociU!e fiEonl 
an aguadero a» glass efi QokLwatsr-taaUay a swelling 
on hiS' Mio!^ wiimie? Subi| iv sirocoi bar iliafe8ti<i 
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ffiiigs, Ixad kidred him ; nxfi the mowtstehmk^ StcSimg' 
Knd munching' from a Tvtrrxmer&B basket a BmaII> 
oak& made of aimomllgi and! honey, with a sartsastfo 
leer at the matieioiiBly-treated yeteraiF) hummed the^ 
woipdfi : — 

Ay DioB, ^ue no se come.!'* 
^ Heart is a thing folks cannot eat ; 
Heart is not food, although 'tis meat ! " 

' A fair here is a serious thing— lasting generally for 
3 month. It fs so likewise throughout Spain, from 
tlie-feast of the Pillar at Zaragoza, to that of Santiago^ 
ill GFalicia. Religion^ dancing and marketing, go hand 
in Band at these long gatherings — three graces linked^ 
as it were, material and spiritual. It is impossible not 
li) perceive here again an oriental phase of society— -a 
jJrimitiye and patriarchal state, where well supplied 
towns- are rare, and' communication slow and unfre* 
(juent. The annual fair becomes thus indispenBable, 
^d the scattered population meet to barter, make^ 
love, acquaintanceship, and money. Dancing is s 
perennial plant at the feasts and fairs of Andalu(na, 
and the stimulating castanet rattles to the treble of 
tfie mule's bell. 

' The wonderfur grace of tfie Ian iff nowhere under^ 
stood but Ttt Spain. Armed with it the coquette fe' 
Arrayed iu panoply of proof. Cupid should be painted 
Willi a fen-like quiver. The abariico ia so essential* a 
part of the Spanish fair, that an Englfeh beauty 
without Ber bustle woultf be more at Home. It ft Her 
Ell-time, her KilF-pam^ her ftifl-pretty»-Mbw. Ifasr 
cxeisceiit'^ growftrg ahrf. wanfiig' alPwithtnia* se6dnif9 Ihasr 
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more enoliantment than the moon'i, and haa quite as 
important a position in astronomy. For it is at <mee 
the ooquette'fl obiervatory, qnadnmt for taking/ a 
bver^fl longitude^ kometensiicher or searcher forbcil* 
liant ecoentrics, eclipser of her own radiant counte- 
nance^ and admirable telesoopic assistant There is 
a magic in it and an influence little short of the 
diabolical. 

As the hands of the Andaluzas are invariably pretty; 
and their armsb for the most part, finely proportioiied^ 
and always— ^ven in the streets — naked to the elbows, 
it displays these graces to perfection. It assists the 
artillery of the eyes, by first hiding and then unveiliiig 
their full overpowering flash. It is eloquent to express 
what lips may not reveal. 

There is nothing which a well-educated fan cannot 
say— -and, unlike its mistress, who can talk but one 
language, it can readily converse in twenty. At 
church it is a great assistant to devotion, for its evolu* 
tions as regularly accompany eyery padre nuestro as ^he 
twisting of the beads in the Rosario. Out of church 
it is the grand exponent in the absorbing art of love. 
The delicate hands of the Gaditanas, the most beau* 
tiful women of Spain, on the Alameda of Cadiz, open 
and shut this enchanting toy with a coquetry qmte 
seductive. Even the men fan themselves in the cafds. 

The use of the fan is an art which, like pianoforte 
playing or dancing, can never be learned unless you 
b^gin in early youth, when the hands are flexible as 
wax, and the imitative and perceptive faculties perfect. 
X have tried it for hours under a fair preceptress— for 
the fans of Spain are peculiarly difficult — and never 
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could either open or shut it without the aid of both 
liAndfl. It 18 done by an effort so easy as to be intisiUe. 
Strange that so muoh grace should be displayed in so 
alight a toy — that it should concentrate such electric 
twee in a touch — the familiar abanicttzo. 

It is a curious fact that the Spanish language con* 
tains no word corresponding to the term coquette ; 
and if you r^nark this circumstance to a well-informed 
Spaniard, he will generally answer, that formerly in 
Spain there were no women of this odious character, 
and thi^ now that they are to be found in Spanish 
ecM^iety they have no name assigned to them. There 
is some truth in this, though witii the accustomed 
exaggeration. Sincerity and artlessness are undoubt- 
edly, for the most part, characteristic of the daughters 
of Spain, though the now universal practice of resorting 
to public walks in the evening has done much to 
destroy this beautiful candour. There is more coquetry, 
I believe, on the Alameda of Cadiz, than at any other 
public resort in Europe, beyond the limits of Paris. 
The nearest approach to the term *^ coquette" in the 
Spanish language 'is ^aZaitceto, which rather signifies 
*^ pretty miss.^' The word coqueta is indeed to be 
found, but belongs exclusively to the Aragonese 
dialect, and signifies (oddly enough) a slap on the 
palm of the hand. 
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THK BATTLE OF THB PETTIGOATB. 

I- 

ike aiQtt jenarkaUe inniABnto of tib« 
aiege^f fiaroefenik, mw an iwniilt txprni <the jfstM Igr 
iWJftRoy of £000 womea ! JLt the<ceaiii»ea«eai6Ktt cf 
ike eiege ibp faiBala ]aepuhtitti and laUUseA JBtkeA 
Aem theeity, unmUii^ to eaqieoe tbemaelvee asnedee: 
sanly tottke ivei«Biidotti iCf>erfttioiw iwhioh weiie About 
4» emnct, aad xBtived^ afi aisual vidi^ the Bai:^ mtime 
small naiae, confaaiM, and 4is<HRdfir. 

JkdiiiQipating a speedy ienamation of the Afigfi^ 
and in iio degree prefiared for that tiiqianiUeldd cer 
Butanee of the ragged Pattilea whidji has made iJiiii 
•Miept &r 'ever memorable, they mtibdrswlama ihe 
•millik in their aiiRttBer -elothes, wkidi theinteafie iMiat 
<that prevailed in the early .part of .September iMUiOBd 
to be of the thinneetdeaodptiQii. But before ike end 
•of October a premature wiiiter aet in, the weather 
Jbeoame wet <«nd bitterly cohl, aad the raatroofi and 
4au^iters joi BoroeleQa, ehivering in ibe blast,, and 
fiuffering from the frequent rains, against whioh their 
gossamer garments were a miserably poor preparation^ 
hourly besieged the quarters of the Captain-General, 
Don Laureano Sanz, and implored permission to enter 
the city and carry away from their houses those 
articles of clothing and other necessaries, for them- 
selves and children, which the occasion made indis- 
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f r ThufiBnniMiQii ^^ma Jiffimt jpefusecL, oii>^oiiiidfl ^ 
«poIii!^ ; imt finoah petitiaw beiiig suliBe^uently pouised 
Jo, mnd the jitutofit fianieBtnesB of -oitsaaty eraploj^il 
,4^0 Jbeiid the joomraa&derkdeteisuiiKtiQi^ Sanz yiaLd04 
at last, and pidilwliad a gmesai Jumda^ h^ wbie^ 
£ffl!BiftteB "iveoad pennitted to enter BarodoBa upon that 
udagr ^nly, and three pomts of i^^fioach ssere 'ii»- 
jMg&ed--;t]ie Buerta delJynjgel, orprinoipal ^ate, Son 
.Andr^, and the Cruz Cuhierta, or Covered Ctobs. 

A great fa&lt ^cooiniitted .by £ianz, aJid 0116 ^^ndiioh 
4ed totettbfie<)iieiit diaaateie, maA his remisaaese in ruot 
ctfRundting ihe Junta of Defence within .the walls <tf 
^Bareelona in the first instance, and making sure of 
itheir permission to enter. It was lazily assumed that 
the .Junta couM offer no opposition to the .design, op 
..the pai^es who soifght^to be admitted consisted es;- 
ehisively «f the wives, sisters, .and daughters of tho 
;«beUigerent inmates of the city. But the Barcelones^ 
^warriors regarded :the intrusion as not only suq>ioioiiUB, 
but a positive snare, and were clearly of opinion that 
it waS'COnnected with a plan of the besiegers to Bur- 
reprise ijie ^y — ^a result rendered by no means impro^ 
.bable by the familiar treachery of partisan warfare.; 
and upon this surmise the defenders of the Catalan 
Hiapital acted rather vigorously, as the result will sho^ 
The time assigned for entering the city was between 
the hours of seven and .eight in the momizig, and <all 
were to have left the gates on their return by fiw 
o^clock on the same evening, after which hour it was 
lannounced that stragglers would be £red on. Parti- 
cular limitations were stated, and stringently enforced. 
!No letters or newspapers were allowed to be carried 
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for the faumrgents^ pemsal, and no provisions wore 
permitted to enter. The women were searched before- 
hand to make sure of their compliance with these 
orders, and in all other respects the severities of a 
strict blockade were rigorously enforced. 

But while these preparations for a peaceful inroad 
ivere going on without the walls, the Barcelonese within 
were sternly resolved to allow not even their house- 
hold gods to enter ; their women were regarded, as 
would that Adam had looked on his in Paradise^ in 
the light of a satanio snare ; they dreaded lest their 
valour should ooze from their lips in tender salutes, 
and their heroism melt like snow in the warm embrace 
of their too long separated beauties, whose southern 
ardour would be more than a match for the firmness 
of Coriolanus ; they thought — ^that is, the few classics 
amongst them thought— of the Trojan horse and his 
bellyful of warriors, they twitted their mischievous 
Helens on the wall, and dreaded Narvaez's forces, 
^* etdoTiaferentes,^ 

Their scouts had made them aware of the enter- 
prise ; and whether it be true or not, as alleged by the 
partisans of Sanz, that that general had forwarded to 
the Junta, on the evening previous, a copy of his 
order for permitting the women to advance — a fact 
generally denied, and which places Sanz*s conduct in 
an odious light — ^they had come to the firm resolve 
that the d — 1 a petticoat should enter ! 

On the morning fixed for the movement, this singu- 
lar array of full 6000 women, all huddled and blended 
together in most unmiHtary confusion, was seen to 
proceed from Gracia and the. surrounding villages. 
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vijth hearts not a little tremulous^ yet apparently 
undaunted, in the direction of the hostile wall. 

Some had come^ through a stormy night, a distance 
. of twenty miles. The pinching cold gave them im- 
pulse, if not courage, and the thought of enwrapping 
their limbs in the comfortable mantas within, and 
binding round their waists their warm Zagalejos, sus- 
tained the sinking hearts of the weak, and gave 
tenfold boldness to the viragos of the party. 

Courage is no rare quality amongst the female Bar- 
celonese, any more than amongst their fair neighbours 
of Zaragoza ; and few were the bristling lines of bayo- 
.nets which the majority were not prepared to face in 
that cutting October weather, for the spectre of a 
shawl or the shred of a petticoat ! They passed the 
advanced posts of the army,' they encountered the 
grinning muzzles of the great guns on the wall, they 
marched undaunted to the gates. 

What was their surprise and dismay to perceive 
that these were inexorably closed against them, and 
to hear from the sentinels that they could on no 
account be admitted! Had the harrowing act of 
<5nielty been sworn to them beforehand, they could 
not have believed it. Their blankets^ their shawls, 
and their petticoats ! Their petticoats, their shawls, 
and their blankets ! Were they to be left to shiver 
and starve in the outer world, and their loving 
lords to be the heartless dragons, by whom permission 
for one single hour, to seek these needful articles of 
4)lQthing, was to be sternly refused ! It could not be. 
The ghosts of their emaciated limbs would cry to La 
Mancha's sheep for vengeance ! , Well might it be 

YOL. I, B B 
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said tiuA their hmkmnAn wove the pettiecmtB^ if tbey 
kept tbem to themselves inside tbe ctty^ and wmikl 
• not even give a skirt to tb»r damet* 

Their dioqnenee, alM ! was wretchedlj nmiieeeBBU^ 
and like true Barcefenesas, they {urooeeded at onee iso 
more energetic demoostratiomH but were mdely re- 
pulsed bj the guard. Their rage now became im- 
governable and their feeUngs ware raised to the 
highest pitch of resentment. Thqr resorted, without 
delay, to vigorous vias de faetOy^ and determined to 
efifect an entry by force. The seatries held their 
bayonets in ckurge, and placed tb& savage points in 
unpleasant proximity with their assailants' persons* 
But this was no new lught for Bareelonesas, and onfy 
served to exasperate them afresh. 

The more fish-fiig and determined of the invadi^ 
army desptsed the little weapoos of the defendiess cf 
the city, dashed aside their bayonets, and Beapt i^on 
the astounded sentries. Not mad Bacchantes played 
such pranks ; not LupereaEan roysterers kept thea»- 
•selves warm in the still colder month of Febntaiy by 
audi furious* antics in honour of uncouth Pan. 

Th^ mangled the cittzenHSJoldiers' £sces, tore tJMsr 
hair, damaged their eyes, and covered their eheebs 
with scratcheir ; tl»^ew them on the ground, dieam«d 
them, mshed over their panting bodies, imd flung their 
nottskets in the ditch ! The Jaiita of Defenee^ and 
improvised authorities of the city, becanve gi»*ioiiriy 
alarmed, two battalions of Patulea were called out is» 
reinforce the ordmary guards and piqueN^s ^E^d the 
gumieis wero sent to the ramparts. Th« woomu showed 

* Orert acts of violenee. 
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■figfat with a detennuiecl Tsk>«EF, wliieh deserrtw to be 
.immortsliBed, and frefres that those who perfonned 
sodfi exploits for no loflxer prize than a pettrooat, 
woidd haTe probably ontmatched both Greeks and 
Cmsaders in a nobler eanse. And yet what nobler 
ihxa that pecafiar garment which the French eall 
vertu-gardin, " The Shield of Virtue l"" 

" Furor arma minUtratr The ladies took off their 
fitoddi^ and filled them with stones. They brandished 
these formidable weapons round their heads, and 
wielded tiiem Kke life-protectors. At every blow a 
bearded soldier fell. Others, who preferred a servieor 
able shawl to the fiiousy mantilla^ tied a ponderons 
stcHie in one eaA^ and from the other plied it as a flail. 
Others, again, made sacks perform the functions of 
maUets, and baskets of basket-hilted sw(^d9, sackmg 
the town with the former weapon, and carrying it by 
fflorm with the latter. Nay, it was said that one 
Amazon, with a basket made a rival soldier, ^^hop 
the twig.** Some with their nails did terrible exeon- 
tion, and all performed prodigies of valour with their 
tongaB9. Veterans fled from the aspect of their 
enraged dames, and the Toiees of the assailants were 
more potent to scare the defi^ders than a battery of 
fietd-artiHery. For half an hour these new and m-* 
heard-<^ hostilit^s raged with unremitting vicdeBce^ 
and Barcelona trembled to its foundations. 

The Patulea dreaded an advance of the Cap- 
tain-General, wh(H they thought, was prepared 
to take advantage of the prevalent confusion; so they 
resolved to ^^acabar la guerra.^* Three pieces of 
artillery were fixed at the army of Amaggns,, and two 



Digitized by 



Google 



S72 THE BATTLE 09 THE PETTICOATS. 

battalions of Patulea followed up this decisive demon- 
stration by the discharge of several volleys of musketry. 

No flock of wild geese, alarmed by the fowler, ever 
fled in greater precipitation ; away they scampered, 
matron and maid, in the confusion of a general panic, 
and never halted till they reached the main street of 
Oracia, more than half a league distant, the head- 
quarters of the Captain-General. Loud and bitter 
were the execrations poured upon this functionary's 
head for not making sure of their reception before 
he issued his order. Happily, though many were 
scratched, and some slightly wounded, not one amongst 
the whole army of 6000 met with a serious mishap. 

The patulea are not ceremonious, but none were 
brutes enough for that. The cannon were loaded, 
■and so was the musketry, but both were fired over 
the assailants' heads ; so that the angels were merely 
fluttered and frightened, draggled a good deal in the 
mud through which they plunged topsy-tm*vy in their 
precipitate flight, and scratched a little in the face 
by the onslaught of their inordinate valour. 

The only serious part which remains to be told is, 
that these unhappy women were left for a month 
longer shivering and starving in the cold and wet, 
with no protection either of clothing or bed-furniture 
to preserve them from the inclemencies of winter. 



END OF VOL. I. 



tOMDOir : BftAOBUllT AXtP XTAm, FRIHTBBS, imTBTIUAM. 
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OW PUBLICATIONS. 



I. 

SYBIL. BY B. DISRAELI, M.P. 

AUTHOR OF "CONINGSBY." 

*< The commonalty murmured and said, there never were so many gentlemen, 
and so little gentleness."— Bishop Latimeb. 

In 3 vols., post 8vo, (Just ready.) 

SELF. BY THE AUTHOR OF "CECIL." 

In 3 vols.} post 8yo. (Now ready.) 
*' Pat gall in thy ink, though thou write with a goose quilL" — Shaksfeabe. 

III. 

THE DUKE OF WELLINGTON'S 

MAXIMS AND OPINIONS. 

WITH A BIOGRAPHICAL INTRODUCTION. 

BY G. H. FRANCIS, ESQ. 

8to. Portrait, 14s. bound. 

*' This volume is a tribute worthy of the great man for the advancement of 
whose fame and honour it has been produced. It is the most compendious, 
the most agreeable, and, all things considered, the best book that has been 
published respecting the Duke of Wellington."— Tiotc*, March 10, 1845. 

IV. 

HISTORIC FANCIES. 

BY 

THE HONOURABLE GEORGE SYDNEY SMYTHE, M.P. 

Second Edition, in 1 vol. 8vo., price 12s. bound. 

*' This volume is calculated to attract a considerable share of public attention 
— ^Dot merely because it exhibits great talent, but because it represents in its 
various pages a picture of that youthful and stirring mind which has recently 
so much engaged the observation, and in a great degree the sympathy, of the 
public. The charm of the book is, that it is full of freshness and vigoroas 
fancy." — Times, 
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PENINSULAR SKETCHES. 

BY ACTORS ON THE SCENE. 

SDITXD BT W. H. ICAZWEUiy S8<|. 

Author of the ** Life of the Duke of WeUtngton," '* Stories of Waterloo/' &c.» 
2 Tolfl., post 8to., price 2U, bound. 

ADVENTURES IN GEORGIA, CIRCASSIA, & 
RUSSIA. 

BY LIEUT.-COLONEL G. POULETT CAMERON, 

C.B., K.T.S., &C. 

Employed on a Sped«l Serrice in Perti«i 

2 vols., small Sra, price 21b. Iwund. 



NARRATIVE OP THE 

VOYAGES AND SERVICES OF THE NEMESIS, 

FROM 1840 TO 1843. 

Forming the only complete HISTORY of the WAR IN CHINA ; I 

I 
Comprising also an account of the COLONY of HONG KONG and Remarks i 

on the Character and Habits of the Chinese, &c. ; from Notes of Captain , 

W. H. HALL, R.N., with Personal Obsenrations by W. D. BERNARD, Esq., j 

A.M.Ozon. I 

Seeond and cheaper edition comprised in 1 vol. Sro., with maps and plates, 

18«. boand. > 

" This is the most important publication that has appeared respecting our late 1 
contest with China. In all that relates to the Nemesis especially, and to the 
naral operations of the expedition, it is replete with the most lirely and stirring 
interest." — Naval and Military Gazette, 
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OF SPAIN 



REVELATIONS 

IN 1845. 

BY AN ENGLISH RESIDENT. 

In 2 Tok., post 8to., 218. bcmnd. 

" A very clever book — the result of considerable experience." — Examiner, 
" As a picture of the actual state of Spain, this work is intensely interest- 
ing. We cannot too strongly recommend it to the notice of the reader. The 
editor, in his preface, does not claim too much for it when he says (after ad- 
verting to the talents of the author, and the opportunities which his long 
residence in the country had afforded for extensive and minute observation): 
— * There is scarcely any subject of interest connected with Spain and its in^ 
habitants that the author has not handled in detail The country, under all 
its aspects, and the people in all the phases of their contradictory and bizarre 
character, pass before our eyes. Spain fighting and feasting, pronouncing and 
fraternising; Spain in the circus and in the senate-house, torturing bulls and 
baiting ministers; Spain in its hours of mad folly, and its rare moments of re- 
flection.* '*— JbA» BQL 



THE CRESCENT MD THE CROSS: 

OB, 

ROMANCE AND REALITIES OF EASTERN TRAVEL, 
By ELIOT B. G. WARBURTON, Esq. 

Second Edition, in 2 vols., small 8vo., with numerous Illustrations. 21«. bound. 

** Mr. Warburton brings to his work an accomplished mind and well-traioed 
and healthful faculties. As we read, we are proud to claim him as a country- 
man, and are content that his book shall go all over the world, that other 
countries from it may derive a just impression of our national character. Our 
author sailed up the Nile beyond the second cataract, and inspected those won- 
ders of Barbarian art in Nubia, whose origin is lost in their antiquity ; visited 
the great cities and monnments of Egypt, then crossed to Beyrout, made a pil- 
grimage in tho Holy Land* and on his homeward voyage touched at Cyprus and 
Greece. His volumes are full of just perception and spirited detail. They 
greatly increase our acquaintance with Eastern scenes, and to the traveller 
alford a variety of information, which he could hardly elsewhere find in so 
compact and interesting a shape." — Britannia. 



LETTERS OF A GERMM COimTESS; 

WRITTEN DURING HER TRAVELS IN TURKEY, EGYPT, 

THE HOLY LAND, SYRIA, NUBIA, &c, in 1843-4. 

TRANSLATED BY H. EVANS LLOYD, Esq. 

In 3 vols., small 8vo. Price 318. 6d., bound. 

** A charming hodk."^-A^ien<gum, 

" A really clever book.'* — Examiner. 

" The descriptions of Jenualem, Baalbec, and Damascus, are unusually in- 
structive." — Qmrt oumaL 

" We place this book in the very fint rank of works of its class. It is full 
of genius, jet softened by feminine feeUng and sentiment"—- J^ritonnMi. 
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THREE TEARS IN CONSTAOTIKOPLE; 

OK, 

DOMESTIC MANNERS OF THE TURKS. 
BY CHARLES WHITE, Esq. 

DEDICA.TED TO LADT PONSONBT. 

In S roU,, email 8to.i with thirty- foar Illustrations from original drawings, 
price SU, 6d, bound. 

Numerous works hare been published on the subject of Constantinople and 
Turkey, but their pages, however ably and pleasantly written, contain little 
correct information as to the habits and social usages of the Turkish population. 
Brief residence, superficial iuKpection, and Incorrect information, at second hand, 
combined with ignorance of the language, laws, literature, and religious influ- 
ences, hare prevented the generality of writers from obtaining an insight into the 
real condition of Turkish society — nay, indeed, from offering a graphic descrip- 
tion of the most striking features of the vast capital of Mohammedanism. Thus, 
it is admitted, by all who visit Constantinople, that there is no work in our Isn- 
guage to which travellers, or residents, can apply for data, or for a satisfactory 
explanation of existing institutions and practices with which they come in con- 
tact. The object of these volumes — the fruits of minute research and laborious 
investigation during a three years residence in the Turkish Capital, is to supply 
the deficiency in question, and thereby to offer to the public a work which shall 
be instructive and amusing to general readers, valuable as a book of reference, 
and a guide, not only to travellers, but to all those who may desire to become 
familiar with the laws, habits, and social condition, of, perhaps, the most remark- 
able people in Europe at the present day. 



EGYPT UNDER MEHEMET ALL 

BY PRmCE PUCKLER MUSKAU. 

TRANSLATED BY H. EVANS LLOYD, Esq. 

In Two Vols., with Portrait, &c, price 168. bound. 

Orders should specify ** Colbubn's Edition — Translated bt Llotd." 

** The singular facilities which Prince Puckler Muskau enjoyed in his inter- 
course with Mehemet Ali« afforded him advantages such as have never before 
fallen to the lot of any traveller. We here see Mehemet Ali himself^ not 
through a distorted medium, but behind the scenes, for the Prince not only 
had the privilege of daily and confidential intercourse with him, but travelled 
with the Yioeroy when he went on his tour in Upper Egypt ; and the com- 
plete unreservedness of that great man, in communicating his noble and en- 
larged views for the people whom he govems^his account of his early life, are 
deeply interesting, and are here communicated for the first time. The author 
takes every opportunity of giving information respecting the scenery, anti- 
quities, and the manners of the mhabitants of the countries through which he 
passed. The Prince then proceeded up the Nile, where he rejoined the Yice- 
roy, and then set out on his journey to Nubia and Ethiopia. The second 
volume is dedicated to a visit to some of the most remarkable ancient ra<»u- 
ments of those countries; but, perhaps, the most valuable and interesting part 
of this volume is the account of his journey to the South, his voyage up the 
Blue Biver to Dongola and Meroe, and his journey across tlie Desert, during 
which, besides personal adventures, he communicates many important parti- 
culars respecting the kingdom of Darfour, and other countries further south 
than Wadi-Medineh." 
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ADVENTURES OF AN OFFICER, 

IN THE SERVICE OF RUNJEET SINGH. 
BY MAJOR H. M. L. LAWRENCE. 

Bengal Artillery, British Resident at the Court of Nepaul, and late Assistant 

to the Political Agent in charge of British Belations with Lahore. 

2 rols., small 8vo., price 2U. boand. 

" These Tolumes resemble * Anastasius' in general design. Tlie adrentures 
of a soldier. of fortune are made the medium of conveying to the reader spirited 
descriptions and faithful portraiture, while there is sufficient connexion and 
incident in the narrative to give it the interest of a fiction* The country of the 
PuDJaub, the character of Runjeet and his ministers, and the disposition and 
habits of the natives are forcibly delineated. The * Adventures* themselves are 
boldly told, and have a lively air of reality. In its mingling of fact with romance 
the book is one of the most successful of its class." — Britannia, 



REVELATIONS OF RUSSIA; 

OB, 

THE EMPEROR NICHOLAS AND HIS EMPIRE IN 1844. 
BY AN ENGLISH RESIDENT. 

Second Edition, 2 vols., small 8vo., with Illustrations, price 24s. bound. 

•* This is the most complete and perfect work that has ever been published 
on Bussia. Of the authenticity of the details and the general truth of the 
statements in these volumes, we entertain no shadow of doubt."— Foreign 
Qttarterbf Beview, 



MY ADVENTURES. 

BY COLONEL MONTGOMERY MAXWELL, K.H., 
Commanding the 36th Eegiment. 

Dedicated to ICajob-General Sib Neil Douglas, E.C.B. and E.C*H., Com- 
manding Her Majesty's Forces in Scotland. 

2 Tols., small 8ro., with Portraits, price 21 a. bound. 

**Thi8 work is, for the most part, a transcript from the journal kept by Colonel 
Maxwell, and to that may be attributed the rieh and racy spirit that pervades 
it. It was Colonel Maxwell's fortune to become acquainted with remarkable 
personages, to play a part in ludicrous dramas, to mix in odd societies. 
Like a light-hearted son of Mars, he seems to have stopped at nothing that 
offered, and like a glib disciple of Mercury, he tells all he said, saw, or did, 
with an elegant nonchalance, perfectly original. In his personal sketches Colonel 
Maxwell is very felicitous. Murat and his Court, the Princess Charlotte of 
Wales and her suite, and Napoleon and his Court, then at Elba— these, and in- 
deed most of the extraordinary characters who at that period were to be encoun- 
tered in that quarter of the world, are etched with rare skill." — Morning Post 
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A JOUMEY OVERLMD FROM WDIX 
ACROSS THE DESERT; 

COMPUSINQ 

SKETCHES OF ADEN, THE RED SEA, LOWER EGYPT, 
MALTA, SICILY, AND ITALY. 

BY MAJOR AND MRS. GEORGE DARBY GRIFFITH. 
S vol». pott 8to., with 21 lUastrations. Trice 21«. bouttd. 

** We cordially commend this work to the patronage and perusal of alt who 
desire to be informed of all that is necessary to be known of the couDtries 
through which the trareller passes in proceeding to India by the overland route. 
To ladies who c6ntemplate undertaking the Journey to India by the overland 
route, the descriptions of the country, and the instructions and cautions supplied 
by this work will be really valuable. The former will prepare the mina for 
viewing the scenes through which they will pass with advantage ; while the latter 
will furnish a guide as to what is necessary to be provided for the journey, and 
a guard against many annoyances which may be avoided, or at least mitigated 
by foresighf— C?2o6e. 

A WINTER IN ITALY. 

BY MRS. ASHTON YATES. 

8 vols., small 8vo., f Is. bound. 

"These volumes should be read by every body who takes an interest in the 
scenes they so graphically describe." — Chronicle, 

*' Mrs. A^hton Yates has published other journeyings and records of travel of 
considerable liveliness and interest. The volumes before us are not less agree- 
' able reading. The book is instructive as well as pleasant Reading and obser- 
vation are nicely blended in it, and the writer gives us every evidence of a tasteful 
and accomplished woman." — Examiner. 



MEMOIRS OF THE 

BABYLONIAN PRINCESS, 

MARIA THERESA ASMAR, 

Daughter of Emir Abdallah Asmar. 

From her Birth, amid the Ruins of Ninevah, in 1804, to her Arrival in England, 
in 1843. Written by Herself, and translated into English ; 

Containing a Narrative of the Persecutions and Destruction of her Family, on 
account of their adherence to the Christian Faith ; of the Scenes ahe has wit> 
nessed and the Trials she has experienced during her Residence in Mesopotamia, 
Jerusalem, Mount Lebanon, Kurdistan, Ispahan, Teheran, and Schiraz; together 
with an Account of her Travels in Italy, France^ England, &c. 
D£DICATED, BY PERMISSION, TO HBR MAJESTY THE QOfiSN DOWAGER. 
3 volSi, small 8vo., with Portrait. Price 21«. bound. 
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Just ready, in 8 Toli. 8ro., witli Portrait. 
MEMOIRS OP 

SOPHIA DOROTHEA, 

CONSORT OF GEORGE L, KING OF ENGtAND AND ELEC- 
TOR OF HANOVER; 

With Notices of the following Illnstrioas Personages, her Relatires : — 



Geobge WruJAM, Dues of Zelle 

— ^HER Fatheb. 
E1.EAN0RE, Duchess ov Zslleh^bxbl 

Motheb. 
Ernest Augustus, Elector ov Ha- 

NOYER— FATHER-IN-LAW. 

Sophia, Electoress of Hanover — 

Mother-in-Law. 
George L, Kino of ENGliAin>— Hus« 

BAND. 

Sophia Dorothea, Queen of Prus- 
sia—Daughter. 

Together with many other distinguished persons, induding Augustus, Elec- 
tor of Saxony and King of Poland; the Duchess of Kendal; the Countess Pla- 
ten; Countess Darlington; Countess of Walsingham; Aurora, Countess Ko- 
nigsmark; Philip Dormer, the celebrated Earl of Chesterfield; Count Konigs- 
mark; Baron Bothmar; Count Bemstorf; and Count Platen. 



George H, King of England- 
Son. 

Caroline, Consort of George n.— 
Daughter-in-Law. 

Fbxdebick William, King of Pbus- 
siA— Son-in-Law. 

The Mabgbavinb of Batbeuth — 
Grand-daughter. 

Frederick the Great— Grandson. 

Antony Ulbick, Duke of Wolfen- 
buttel— Cousin. 



It is scarcely possible to find an historical name of greater interest than that 
of the wife of the first prince of the House of Brunswick who succeeded to 
the British throne; yet the story of her life and fate has hitherto been almost 
unknown in this country, in consequence of the strenuous endeavours of her 
persecutors to involre their chief incidents in an impenetrable mystery. Spe- 
culations respecting her, however, have almost been as numerous as those 
which comprise all that can be learned of her celebrated contemporary " the 
Iron Mask," whose history possesses a remarkable resemblance to her own. 
All we have been allowed to become acquainted with amounts to little more 
than a knowledge of her marriage with her cousin, of her presumed illicit pas- 
sion for Count Konigpsmark, and of her imprisonment for Ufe, by her husband, 
in an obscure castle in his German dominions. CareM research, however, into 
the archives of Zelle, and among MSS. in private collections, has now brought 
to light the whole of the singular history of this hapless princess, in which 
her wrongs and her suflferings till her death, after thirty-two years* incarcera- 
tion, are brought forward, in a picture of court life in the last century, to the 
extraordinary features of which no imagination can do justice. It will not be 
the least recommendation of this highly interesting work, that a great portion 
of the materials are from the pen of this Illustrious lady, and comprise Auto- 
graph Letters, and other papers, with a Diary of conversations of herself and 
intimate friends, with the most celebrated personages of the courts of Hanover, 
ZeUe, and WolfenbutteL 
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▲ OHBA.P EDITION OF MR. IiSVBR'S NSW IKTORK, 
lUiUSTRATBD BY CRUIKSHANK. 

Priated uniformly with the Author's other Works, in One Vol. 8to. 

Price only 128., handsomely bound, 

ARTHUR O'LEARY: 

EDITED BT 

HARRY LORREQUER; 

AND ILLUSTRATED BY GEORGE CRUIKSHANK. 



OPINIONS OF THE PRESS. 

«* Written in Mr. Lever's best style."— Xittraiy Gaiette. 

^ Mr. Lever, the author of this work, has written himself up to great emi- 
nence, and is now one of the highest of our authors. This work is better than 
any of the preceding. It has many tales of great interest, and they are very 
well told. The obs^ations on life and manners are highly amusing, and oftoi 
of a still deeper interest than that of amusement. George Cniikshank has 
copiously illustrated this book with even more than his usual felicity.'' — Dis- 
patch* 

"A work from the graphic pen of Harry Lorrequer illustrated by the pencil 
of George Cniikshank, carries with it such a recommendation as may ^most 
defy criticism. And, truth to say, we hardly know how to convey an adequate 
notion of the exuberant whim and drollery by which these volumes are cha- 
racterised. They are a perpetual feast of gaiety. Adventure succeeds to ad- 
venture, scene to scene, character to character, and in all so much variety, so 
much genuine humour, that every taste must fbid something wherewith to 
be plefSed. • Arthur O'Leary's Wanderings in Many Lands' carry us from 
Paris to Brussels, from Brussels to the Brunnehs of Germany, among Dutch 
smugglers, into the mountains of Spa, along the banks of the Rhine; and 
everywhere fresh adventures, rich anecdotes, marvellous escapes, ahd unex- 
pected wonders present themselves. Mr. Lever'ls style is admirably adapted, 
from its dashing character, to delineate such scenes as he has chosen for his 
hero."— JoAn Bull. 

" We can hardly give a more expressive picture of O'Leary's adventures, 
than by saying, that they afford a series of capital pictures for Cnukshank. 
The vivifying power of talent lights up the work everywhere. Lever is famous 
for his broad, bold, and dashing sketches, and deservedly so, but be can paint 
with admirable minuteness — ^witness his descriptions of Dutch scenes and people, 
which are worthy of the clear and skilful pen of Washington Irving. The same 
humour characterises his remarks upon his travelling countrymen, of whose 
doings his sketches are often most ludicrous records. Mr. Lever has shown 
great versatility in his new work. There is a deep interest in his stories."— 
AinsiDorth*s Magazine, 

" We strongly enjoy the fine animal spirit of Lever— such a rattling dare- 
devil madcap is seldom to be met with upon paper. His work before us is the 
complete matrix of a dashaway blade, of full blood, acuteness, and generosity. 
Fine fun it must have been to him to stir up the lazy blood of the phlegmatic 
Hollanders with his * bothering ways.' Capital sketches does he give. of .the 
land of dykes and broad bottoms — ^pictures painted with all the minuteness 
of a Gerard Dow, but with the colouring and boldness of a Rubens. We 
could read on for ever with our author, who is of that class of travellers that 
one naturally exclaims after the parting, * A capital fellow that.'— ^A spirit 
which leaves a kindly impression after him." — Weeltkf Chronicle. 
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